
 

MERCY AND COMPASSION!  
We all experience loss and grief in our lives. The experience of 
losing a job, friends or family moving away, changes in our 
lives, death of family or friends leaves us with grief and 
sometimes sadness that for some is debilitating with lasting 
effects on us. 
Jesus eventually confronts a moment in his life of profound 
grief and loss in the death of his friend Lazarus. As he says in 
the Gospel this will result in God showing forth his glory, 
though the reality of Lazarus’s death has a profound impact 
on him, and he weeps. His interaction with Mary and Martha 
becomes a teaching moment and a time for revelation of his 
power and divinity. 
 

We see how people come to believe in him and come to faith. 
All life is a gift from God and is precious to God. The Preface 
for the Dead in the Mass of Christian Burial says, “Life is 
changed not ended” for the faithful Christian, we are 
reminded our life in God continues even after physical death. 
The thief hanging on the Cross next to Jesus who repents asks 
Jesus to remember him when you come into your Kingdom 
Jesus replies, “Today you will be with me in paradise.” 
 

Let us console those who sorrow and are in tears in the many 
losses in life. Remembering the Jesus who wept and was 
disturbed and saddened at the loss of his friend. Jesus came 
to confront and deal with sin and death in a positive way. He is 
for those who believe the Resurrection and Life. May we live 
our Risen life, promised to us in our Baptism, always with 
confidence and faith in Resurrection and Eternal life. 
 
 

 
  Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ,   
 Fr Michael McLean,   
   Parish Priest 

- Prepare - Prayer - Fasting - Almsgiving - 

- 26 March 2023 - 

 

2nd Rite of Reconciliation  
To prepare for Easter the combined parishes  

2nd Rite of Reconciliation will be at  
All Hallows Catholic Church Five Dock on  

Thursday 30 March 2023 at 6:30pm.  
 

Fr Michael and Fr Denis will be in attendance and  
parishioners are invited to this Easter preparation.  

Fifth Sunday of Lent  

Saturday 1 April 2023  
Next Saturday is St Mark’s Primary School Fete, if 
you are attending Mass please be aware of extra 

cars and movement on the surrounding roads and 
in the school playground.  
Parking may be restricted.  

There will be no Parish Lenten program  
held on this Saturday.  

VIA CRUCIS IN ITALIANO 
Giovedi 30 Marzo 2023 alle 13:00 

Tutti benvenuti 
 

ITALIAN STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
Thursday 30 March 2023 at 1:00pm 

All Welcome 

Lent is a wonderful time to celebrate the reconciling love and 
the healing graces our Lord offers us.   

Like all religious experiences, it takes preparation. 
We prepare for it by opening ourselves up, by reflecting on our 

lives. It might begin with the simple question:  
Where might God be offering me forgiveness and healing?  

 

Reconciliation is what God does.     
Receiving it and celebrating it is what we do.  

May our Lord grant us all the gift of reconciliation, and may we 
all receive it and celebrate it well in the holy days ahead.  



 
\ 

Gospel             (longer version)          John 11.1-45 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
I am the resurrection and the life.           
Now a certain man, Lazarus, was ill. He was from Bethany, the 
village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was the one who 
anointed the Lord with perfume and wipes his feet with her hair; 
her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to  
Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard this, 
he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s 
glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”  
Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and  
Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two 
days longer in the place where he was. Then after this Jesus said 
to the disciples. “Let us go to Judea again”. The disciples said to 
him, “Rabbi, the people there were just now trying to stone you, 
and are you going there again.?” Jesus answered “Are there not 
twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not 
stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those who 
walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them. After  
saying this, he told them. “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, 
but I am going there to awaken him.” The disciples said to him, 
“Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus, however, 
had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was 
referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus 
is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may 
believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin, 
said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with 
him.” When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already 
been in the tomb four days.  
Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and 
many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about 
their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 
went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to  
Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you 
ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”  
Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the  
resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her “ I am the  
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though 
they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will 
never die. Do you believe this? She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I  
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming 
into the world.” When she had said this, she went back and called 
her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is 
calling for you.” And when Mary heard it, she got up quickly and 
went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was 
still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were 
with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and 
go out. They followed her because they thought that she was  
going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus 
was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus 
saw her weeping and the Jews who came with her also weeping, 
he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. Jesus said, 
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and 
see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved 
him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes 
of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” Then Jesus, 
again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 
stone was lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” 
Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already 
there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus 
said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see 
the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus 
looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 
I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake 
of the crowd standing here, so that they may  
believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a 
loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his 
hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in 
a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” Many of 
the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what 
Jesus did, believed in him.  

Fifth Sunday of Lent  
Entrance Antiphon                    Cf. Ps 42:1-2

(All) Give me justice, O God, and plead my cause against a 
nation that is faithless. From the deceitful and cunning 
rescue me, for you, O God, are my strength. 
 
 

First Reading                                   Ezekiel 37.12-14  

A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel. 
I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live.           
Thus says the Lord God: “I am going to open your graves, 
and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will 
bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I 
am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up 
from your graves, O my people. 
 

“I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will 
place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the 
Lord, have spoken and will act,” says the Lord.  
 

Responsorial Psalm           Psalm 130.1-2,3-4,5-6,7b-8 (R.7b)   

(R.) With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of 
redemption. 
 

1. Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord. Lord, hear my 
voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my 
supplications! (R.) 
 

2. If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could 
stand? But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be 
revered. (R.) 
 

3. I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; 
my soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for 
the morning.(R.) 
 

4. For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is 
great power to redeem. It is he who will redeem Israel from 
all its iniquities. (R.) 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana. 

Second Reading                             Romans 8.8-11 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.  
The Spirit of God who raised Jesus from the dead will give life to your 
mortal bodies.                     
Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you are 
not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God 
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ 
does not belong to him. 
 

But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of 
sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 
 

If the Spirit of God who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your 
mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.  

Gospel Acclamation                      See Jn 11:25. 26 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; whoever 
believes in me will not die for ever. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
In Lent, the Alleluia is omitted at Mass and at the Hours, 
even in celebrations of solemnities and feasts.  

 

Resurrection of Lazarus 
Leon Bonnat - 1833-1922  



 

Prayers of the Faithful  
Leader: Through the death and Resurrection of his Son, 
God our Father has shown his immense love for us and so 
with confidence we turn to him in prayer.                  
 

Reader: Let us pray that we may be moved by the grace of 
the Holy Spirit to show that we are disciples of Jesus by our 
love for one another. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray that we be given the courage to share 
with one another the forgiveness that our Heavenly Father 
has shown to us. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for all those who mourn the loss of 
those they love, that the Lord will comfort them, and fill them 
with hope in the resurrection.  (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for exiles and refugees and for those 
who are lonely, that they will find welcome and solace in 
loving families. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Reader: Let us pray for all the faithful departed, that they 
may share in the glory of the Lord’s resurrection. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

Leader: Heavenly Father, we ask you to hear these prayers, 
which we make in the name of Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord.        
All: Amen. 
 

Communion Antiphon                    Cf. Jn 11:26

(All) Everyone who lives and believes in me will not die for 
ever, says the Lord. 

                       Fifth Sunday of Lent   
Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
and life everlasting.  Amen 

     ALMSGIVING - PROJECT COMPASSION   
We thank you for your support  

last week our Project Compassion  
collection for week 4 was $1289.00 

Thank you for your generosity.   
 

 

MORNING LENTEN CONVERSATION  
Thursday 10:00am following 9:30am 
Mass. Led by Maria or Sr Antonia join us 
for morning tea and reflection in this 
penitential season.  
 
 

FAMILY LENTEN CONVERSATION 
Sunday 10:00am following 9:00am Mass  
Led by Alexander or Julian bring this family gathering is to  
focus on the theme of how Christ establishes us as family; He 
was with us in our past, among us in our present and the One 
who leads us on. 

LENTEN CONVERSATIONS 
“ SPIRIT & TRUTH”  

An invitation to join a reflection group for 
devotional readings, prayer and 

meditation. Begin your Lenten journey to 
be reconciled with God. 



 

EVENING CANDLELIGHT ADORATION  
 

Every Friday during Lent at  
St Mark’s Church from 7:00pm  

 

Join us for Candlelight Adoration, Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament, Prayer, Silence Reflection, 
Benediction with the Sacrament of Penance 

available. 
 

7:00pm Candlelight Adoration  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  

Evening Prayer (Vespers)  
 

7:15pm Silent reflection  
with time for Sacrament of Penance available  

7:45pm Prayer of the Night 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament  

 

Then at 8:00pm join us in the Parish Centre for  
a simple shared Lenten meal. 

All Welcome. 

FRIDAY’S DURING LENT 
Following 8:00am Mass 

This Lenten devotion offers witness to Jesus’ Passion 
and Death, at each station we use our senses and our 

imagination to reflect prayerfully upon Jesus’ 
suffering, Death, and Resurrection, and to 

experience the visual images to reflect on Christ’s 
love for us.     

Every Friday 
during Lent  

from 7:00pm  

The Stations of the Cross 



   

†Sunday 26 March - Family Lenten - Conversation               

Following our 9:00am Mass, gather in the Parish Centre with 
your family, children, prams for "Among us: a family 
gathering for Lent" how Christ establishes us as family; He 
was with us in our past, among us in our present and the  
One who leads us on.  

†Thursday 30 March - Easter Parent Workshop                  

Join Kenia St Mark’s Family and Faith educator for an Easter 
Parent Workshop, in the Parish Centre, see details in this 
bulletin and RSVP your attendance.   

†Thursday 30 March - Lenten - Conversation                

Following 9:30am Mass join our ‘Spirit and Truth’ Lenten 
group with conversation, readings, prayer and reflection.  

†Thursday 30 March - Italian Stations of the Cross                 

Via Crucis in Italiano on Giovedi 30 Marzo 2023 alle 13:00 
Tutti benvenuti.  

†Thursday 30 March - Reconciliation 2nd Rite                  

Join us at All Hallows Catholic Church Five Dock for the 2nd 
Rite of Reconciliation at 6:30pm  

†Friday 31 March - Lenten - Stations of the Cross              

Following St Mark’s 8:00am Mass, Stations are composed by  
St Alphonsus Liguori, a consecrated Bishop of Sant'Agata dei 
Goti in 1762. He wrote sermons, books, and encouraged 
devotion to the Blessed Sacrament & the Blessed Virgin Mary   
group with conversation, readings, prayer and reflection.  

†Friday 31 March - Lenten - Candlelight Adoration               

From 7:00pm at St Mark’s we journey into Lent, and move 
towards the darkness of the cross, we sit in silence, and may 
the light remind us that we are not alone, in the good and the 
bad of life, we are not alone.  

†Friday 31 March - CWL Meeting                  

Join us at the Parish Centre for our CWL meeting. Bring your 
lunch to share from 11:30am with our meeting at 1:00pm  
All parishioners and friends welcome. 

†Saturday 1 April - Lenten - Conversation               

Due to St Mark’s School Fete there will be no Lenten session. 

†Saturday 1 April - St Mark’s Primary School Fete            

From 9am - 3pm visit all your favourite stalls; cake stand, 
flower stall, cafe, BBQ and rides to keep the children 
entertained.  

†Saturday | Sunday 1st & 2nd April - Palm Sunday                  

The Commemoration of the Lord’s Entrance into Jerusalem.  
The blessing of the palms and procession. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord.  

†Sunday 2nd April - Daylight Saving Ends                    

Clocks will go back 1 hour at 2am this 
Sunday morning.   

PALM SUNDAY: 1 & 2 April 2023 
5:30pm Vigil Mass & Blessing of the Palms   

9:00am  Mass Blessing of the Palms & Procession  
6:00pm Mass & Blessing of the Palms  

HOLY THURSDAY:  6 April 2023 
9:00am Morning Prayer (Lauds) 

No Morning Mass    
7:00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper with Adoration  

  Easter at St Mark’s  

GOOD FRIDAY: 7 April 2023 
9:30am Morning Prayer (Lauds)  

10:00am Stations of the Cross  
3:00pm Celebration of the Passion of the Lord 

HOLY SATURDAY: 8 April 2023 
9:30am Morning Prayer (Lauds)  

No Morning Mass    
7:00pm Easter Vigil  

EASTER SUNDAY: 9 April 2023 
8:00am Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord  

10:00am Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord     
6:00pm Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord  

 

SUNSHINE CLUB 
 

The CWL ladies invite you to the  
Sunshine Club Lunch 

When: Tuesday 4 April at 12 noon  
Where: The Oxford Hotel  
Victoria Rd Drummoyne  

 

All welcome bring a friend and come together 
for relaxed conversation and laughter. 

Click here for details  

Saturday 1st April 2023   

https://stmarksfete.wixsite.com/st-marks-fete
https://stmarksfete.wixsite.com/st-marks-fete


In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and 
vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:  
Lina Giannandrea, Pat Crowe, Immaculata Di Palma,  
Patricia Ficarra, Brian and Anne Johnson, Roslyn Chew,  
Pat Kenna, Giuseppina Pinto, Nancy Rice, Maureen Hanvey, 
Nora Bateman, Milly Di Blasio, Mary Conway, Rocco Zoccali, 
Wendy Madden & Patricia Ryan   
 

Remembering those who have gone before us. 
Maria Zoccali, Charlie Camilleri, Daniel Gerard Graham, 
Pauline Brown, George Brown, Judy Moran (nee Fahy),  
Kevin Fahy, Helen Jones (nee Fahy), Rosalea Gabriel (nee 
Fahy), Irene & Richard Cartwright, Monica Rincon de Florez, 
Dolores Borg, Connie McNamara, Rita Rota, Giustina Russo 
and members of the Ferraro family. 
 

Recently Deceased. Antonio Iacona, Sr Chrysoston (Cox), 

Rocchina Ciampa & Monica Frances Therese Fernon. 

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
 

Monday & Friday 8:00am  
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am 
Saturday 12 noon  

 

Saturday Reconciliation 11:00am - 11:55am  
 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm 

 
St Mark’s Catholic Parish  

33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     
Tel: (02) 9181 1795    

Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP   
Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    
Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Mrs Melissa Lentini 

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your 
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on 

the pew for others to pick up.  

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

FIRST COLLECTION SECOND COLLECTION 

Money collected from the 
first collection supports 

Money collected from the 
second collection supports  

†Priest’s monthly stipends 

†Priest’s household cost’s,  food, 

utilities, cleaner etc. 

†A small percentage is to cover 

the expenses of the Archbishop 
especially in caring for the elderly 
priests.  

†Any surplus from this 

collection is placed in a fund to 
ensure all ministers in a 
financially struggling community 
is assured equal care.  

† Pastoral Care of the 

community and all in need. 

† Parish running costs, 

administration, utilities, 
 insurance (average $40,000 pa) , 
maintenance and upkeep of the 
Church, Presbytery and Parish 
centre. 

† Parish salaries. 

† Priest car expenses. 

† Shortfall in our CWF 

donations. 

† Servicing the Parish loans. 

Remember to tick the tax deduction box when completing this card. 
Deductions are calculated by the Archdiocese.  

St Mark’s Planned Giving  
Monthly direct debit and weekly envelopes receive a tax 

deduction if the above boxed is ticked.  
Tap and Pray, online donations do not receive a tax deduction. 
Completed Green cards can be placed in baskets or the mailbox 

outside Parish office. Thank you for your generosity.  

COLLECTIONS:   
The passing around of the collection bowls has been reinstated 
after the pandemic to ensure the Parish continues to meet our 
financial obligations.  
1st Collection - following the Homily  
2nd Collection - following the Prayers of the Faithful.  

EASTER 2023 
To assist in welcoming all to the celebration of the Death and 
Resurrection of Christ, we are asking you to support us in the 

welcoming of all to our Easter Celebrations: 
 

Holy Thursday 7:00pm   
Welcomers | Ushers | Collectors  

 

Good Friday 10:00am Stations of the Cross  
Welcomers | Ushers | Collectors  

 

Good Friday 3:00pm Celebration of the Passion of the Lord  
Welcomers | Ushers | Collectors 

 

Easter Vigil 7:00pm   
Welcomers | Ushers | Collectors 

 

Easter Sunday  
8:00am and 10:00am and 6:00pm Masses 

Welcomers | Ushers | Collectors 
 

As a parishioner we invite you to be included in our celebrations 
and to offer your assistance, speak with Fr Michael or Fr Denis,  
or contact the Parish Office.  Thank you.  
 
 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Available in the Church foyer  

 

 $2 

Gospel Reflection: The third, fourth and fifth Sundays of Lent in Year A feature significant passages from the 
gospel of John. The first of the three readings was the story of the Samaritan woman at the well, to whom  
Jesus described himself as Living Water. The second was the healing of the blind man and Jesus declaring 
himself to be the Light of the World. In today’s passage about the death and raising of Lazarus, Jesus declares, 
‘I am the resurrection and the life.’ Living Water; Light of the World; and the Resurrection and the Life – three 
important images of Jesus that all emerge from the gospel of John. Each of the events relate to Jesus’ response 
to some physical need: thirst; blindness; and death. However, in each case, Jesus not only responds to the 
physical need but also reveals a truth about himself that leads people to belief. 

The raising of Lazarus marks a turning point in the gospel of John. Chapter 11 concludes with the Jewish  
authorities plotting to arrest Jesus and then Chapter 12 begins the final week of Jesus’ life in Jerusalem. The 
significance of this episode is highlighted by the disciples who question Jesus about the wisdom of going back 
to Judea when the people there had wanted to stone Jesus to death. In going to save the life of his friend,  
Lazarus, Jesus knows that he is journeying towards his own death. In fact, the end of Chapter 11 makes clear 
that it is some of the witnesses to the raising of Lazarus who go and complain to the authorities and  
precipitate the action against Jesus. In the gospel of John, it is the episode with Lazarus that effectively signs 
Jesus’ death warrant. The gospel makes clear that Jesus gives up his own life so that Lazarus may live. 

Historical Context – Jesus wept:  ‘Jesus wept’ is the shortest verse in the New Testament. Just two little words 
carry a world of emotion and speak volumes about Jesus. Pope Leo I used this verse to highlight the two natures of Jesus, pointing out 
that in his humanity, Jesus wept for the death of his friend, but in his divinity Jesus raised Lazarus to life. Lazarus and his sisters were 
close friends of Jesus and Jesus is clearly emotional about the death and its effect on Martha and Mary. That Jesus is about to restore  
Lazarus to life does not deny the grief and mourning at Lazarus’ death.   
 

Living the Gospel – Unbind him, let him go free: To see a man bound up for burial suddenly come walking from his tomb must have 
been an unnerving experience to say the least. However, Jesus calmly commands the astonished onlookers to ‘unbind him, let him go 
free’. These words speak to us today as we come to the end of the Lenten season and approach the celebration of Easter. What are the 
things that ‘bind’ us? From what do we need to be released so that we may ‘go free’? Are they bindings placed by ourselves or others? 
What will it take to be unbound? 

Gospel Focus – Death for Life: The gospel writer paints the picture that Jesus is fully conscious of the implications of his return to 
Judea. As the events of the Passion unfold through this gospel, the reader has a very clear impression in their mind that if Jesus had 
not come to Judea; had not raised Lazarus; then he would not have been arrested and crucified. The reader is also drawn into the 
revelation that the sacrifice of Jesus was not solely for Lazarus but rather for all humanity. This realisation leads the reader to the 
ultimate humbling conclusion that if the sacrifice of Jesus was for people then the reader themself is also the recipient of that  
sacrifice. 
 

Questions? 
Q. How would you describe the attitude with which Martha and Mary first speak to Jesus? 
Q. What other evidence is in the text to suggest that Jesus had been in Jerusalem before this event?   
Q. In what ways can the story of Lazarus be applied to the need for reconciliation with self and others?    
Q. What aspects of your life do you need to ‘die’ to or let go of to enter into a fuller, richer life?                                 © Greg Sunter  

Register by 30 Nov  

 CATECHISTS PILGRIMAGE Join Fr Michael McLean who will be 
the chaplain on this pilgrimage from  

24 September to 11 October 2023 

Brochures are available from the Church foyer 

For more information or to book 
contact Rome Pilgrimages on  

1800 753 959  

* Violence and staff shortages triggers stress for principals   

* Bishop Meagher commissions 13 young catechists for Sydney    

* NY speakers to lead marriage renewal retreat in May   

* New Bishop installed for Newcastle diocese   

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/
https://divinerenovation.org/events/


 
 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone you 
know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.  Website: Archdiocese of  Sydney  Safeguarding  and Child Protection   

 

  

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/

