
NONE SO BLIND!  
There are different sorts of blindness Jesus reveals in the 
Gospel this Sunday. He encounters a man blind from birth and 
heals him. This is only the beginning of the story as others 
become involved and they cannot see the miracle that has 
taken place and what this says about Jesus. 
 

The man born blind is resolute and faithful in his witness to 
Jesus against all sorts of  odds, questioning and accusations. 
Those around him cannot see the healing hand of God at work 
in Jesus because of their own blindness and understanding of 
how God works. We need to be open to the healing and 
restorative workings of God in our own lives. Lent is a time to 
take the sunglasses and blinkers off. Take a good hard look at 
ourselves and our Christian living – our attitudes – our 
preconceived ideas – our ingrained bias. The Pharisees ask the 
question for us “Surely we are not also blind are we?”  
They receive a very blunt response from Jesus. 
 

One of the signs of the Messiah is that he would heal the 
blind. In Jesus the blind see and the blind man comes to 
worship Jesus. The blind man has a clarity of vision of what 
has happened to him and he proclaims that truth despite 
voices telling him otherwise. 
 

May our Lenten journey bring new sight to our eyes of faith 
and a new clarity to what God is calling us to do in our lives. 
 

  
  Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ,   
 Fr Michael McLean,   
   Parish Priest 

- Prepare - Prayer - Fasting - Almsgiving - 

O God you have created us in Love and with Love have 
established a family, and this family be willed that it 
should become a sign of Christ’s Love for his Church.  

Keep us close to your merciful heart.  
That our family may grow to Love and trust you.  

Amen 

St. Mark’s Parish. 
United in Baptism, Nourished by the Eucharist,  

Guided by the Holy Spirit,  
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 

Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 
Reaching Out to Those in Need,  

Journeying Together,  
Growing in Faith. 

 

Fr Michael invites all parishioners to celebrate this Solemnity. 
The moment that Jesus was conceived and that the Son of God 

became the son of the Virgin.  
The announcement by the angel Gabriel to the Virgin 

Mary that she would conceive a son by the power of the  
Holy Spirit to be called Jesus (Luke 1:26 - 38). The angel’s 

pronouncement is met with Mary’s willing consent (“Here am 
I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 

word”), and thus precipitates the Incarnation of Christ and his 
redemption of the world.  

This Special Mass will be celebrated  
Saturday 25 March at 12:00pm (noon). 

2nd Rite of Reconciliation  
To prepare for Easter the combined parishes  

2nd Rite of Reconciliation will be at  
All Hallows Catholic Church Five Dock on  

Thursday 30 March 2023 at 6:30pm.  
 

St Mark’s priest will be in attendance and St Mark’s 
parishioners are invited to attend.  



 

A celebration that does not 
evangelise is not authentic,  
just as a proclamation that 
does not lend to an encounter 
with the risen Lord in the 
celebration is not authentic.  
And then both of these, 
without the testimony of 
charity, are like sounding a 
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  
(1 Cor 13:1) 
Pope Francis Apostolic Letter  
Desiderio Desideravi #37 
On The Liturgical Formation Of The People of God, 29 June 2022 

\ 

Gospel             (shorter version) John 9.1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
The man who was blind washed his eyes and came back able to see.          
As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 
He spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and 
spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash 
in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). 
 

Then the man who was blind went and washed, and came 
back able to see. The neighbours and those who had seen 
him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man 
who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.”  
Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept 
saying, “I am the man.” 
 

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly 
been blind. Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the 
mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to 
ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He 
put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some 
of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he 
does not observe the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a 
man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were 
divided. So they said again to the blind man, “What do you 
say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is 
a Prophet.” 
 

They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are 
you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 
 

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he 
found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He 
answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe 
in him.” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one 
speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he 
worshipped him.  

Fourth Sunday of Lent  
Entrance Antiphon                    Cf. Is 66:10-11

(All) Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. Be joyful, all 
who were in mourning; exult and be satisfied at her 
consoling breast. 

 

First Reading                             1 Samuel 16.1b, 6-7, 10-13  

A reading from the first book of Samuel. 
David was anointed king over Israel.          
The Lord said to Samuel, “Fill your horn with oil and set out;  
I will send you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I have provided for 
myself a king among his sons.” 
 

When the sons of Jesse came, Samuel looked on Eliab and 
thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.” 
But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance 
or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; 
for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the  
outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 
 

Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and 
Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of 
these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And 
he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping 
the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; 
for we will not sit down until he comes here.” Jesse sent and 
brought David in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, 
and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for 
this is the one.” 
Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the 
presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came 
mightily upon David from that day forward.  
 

Responsorial Psalm                    Psalm 23 1.3a,3b-4,5,6 (R.1)   

(R.) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want.             
 

1. The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me 
lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; 
he restores my soul. (R.) 
 

2. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. Even 
though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for 
you are with me; your rod and your staff they comfort me.
(R.) 
 

3. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my 
enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. (R.) 

4. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 
my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole 
life long. (R.) 

Gospel Acclamation                        John 8.12 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
I am the light of the world, says the Lord; whoever follows 
me will have the light of life. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
In Lent, the Alleluia is omitted at Mass and at the Hours, 
even in celebrations of solemnities and feasts.  

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana. 
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal 

© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

Second Reading                           Ephesians 5.8-14 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians.  
Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.                    
Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. 
Live as children of light for the fruit of the light is found in all 
that is good and right and true. 
 

Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in 
the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For 
it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; 
but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for 
everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it is said, 
“Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on 
you.”  

St Joseph, Spouse of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary  
Mass of Solemnity  

Monday 20th March 2023  
at 8:00am  

 

St. Joseph is the patron of 
workers and carpenters.  

Ten years have passed since 13 March 2013, the day Jorge 
Mario Bergoglio was elected to the See of Peter. Pope Francis' 
pontificate has been marked by a passion for evangelisation 

and a constant journey to reform the Church to make her more 
missionary. A decade during which time has taken on two 

different dimensions: the progressive one, to initiate processes, 
and the circular one, to go out to meet others and return 

enriched in thought and heart.  



 

Prayers of the Faithful  
Leader: Trusting in the Father’s great love for us and  
confident that he will hear and answer us, let us turn to him 
in prayer.                
 

Reader: Let us pray for the Church, that it may faithfully  
proclaim the Gospel. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for all those who are preparing to  
receive the sacraments, that they may always be open to 
God’s grace and love. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for all mothers and for all who share the 
gift of life with others, that we may learn to be generous in 
sharing our lives. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for those who are sick or suffering in 
any way, that God will give them strength and healing. 
(pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Reader: Let us pray for the faithful departed, that they may 
share in the glory of the Lord’s resurrection. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

Leader: Heavenly Father, give us the grace to follow the 
example given to us by your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.     
All: Amen. 
 

Communion Antiphon                    Cf. Jn 9:11,38

(All) The Lord anointed my eyes: I went, I washed, I saw 
and I believed in God. 

                       Fourth Sunday of Lent   
Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
and life everlasting.  Amen 

     ALMSGIVING - PROJECT COMPASSION   
We thank you for your support  

last week our Project Compassion  
collection for week 3 was $694.00 

Thank you for your support.  
Project Compassion envelopes can be  

collected from the Church foyer.  

 

MORNING LENTEN CONVERSATION  
Thursday 10:00am following 9:30am Mass  
Led by Maria or Sr Antonia join us for morning tea and 
reflection in this penitential season.  
 

MIDDAY LENTEN CONVERSATION  
Saturday 12:30pm following 12:00pm 
Mass 
Led by Michelle join us for a simple 
lunch and reflection as we focus on His 
mercy and grace to accomplish in us 
what we cannot change in ourselves. 
 

FAMILY LENTEN CONVERSATION 
Sunday 10:00am following 9:00am Mass  
Led by Alexander or Julian bring this family gathering is to  
focus on the theme of how Christ establishes us as family; He 
was with us in our past, among us in our present and the One 
who leads us on. 

LENTEN CONVERSATIONS 
“ SPIRIT & TRUTH”  

An invitation to join a reflection group for 
devotional readings, prayer and 

meditation. Begin your Lenten journey to 
be reconciled with God. 



 

EVENING CANDLELIGHT ADORATION  
 

Every Friday during Lent at  
St Mark’s Church from 7:00pm  

 

Join us for Candlelight Adoration, Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament, Prayer, Silence Reflection, 
Benediction with the Sacrament of Penance 

available. 
 

7:00pm Candlelight Adoration  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  

Evening Prayer (Vespers)  
 

7:15pm Silent reflection  
with time for Sacrament of Penance available  

7:45pm Prayer of the Night 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament  

 

Then at 8:00pm join us in the Parish Centre for  
a simple shared Lenten meal. 

All Welcome. 

FRIDAY’S DURING LENT 
Following 8:00am Mass 

This Lenten devotion offers witness to Jesus’ Passion 
and Death, at each station we use our senses and our 

imagination to reflect prayerfully upon Jesus’ 
suffering, Death, and Resurrection, and to 

experience the visual images to reflect on Christ’s 
love for us.     

Every Friday 
during Lent  

from 7:00pm  

The Stations of the Cross 

The Midpoint of Lent  
What if I'm at the midpoint of Lent and not much is going on? 
I began with the best of intentions, but I am not sure what I'm 
doing or what I want to be doing. Can my Lent be rescued? Can 
a six week journey be completed in the remaining next two or 
three weeks - waiting for my heart to be open? Of course, the 
answer is “yes.” It doesn't take long for God, when we are ready. 
 

How to begin again 
The first step to beginning again has already begun, if I have the 
desire for something real during Lent. A therapist once said that 
"we get better when we get tired of not being better." This isn't 
the same as "guilt." Feeling guilty for not doing much about Lent 
won't get us very far. What we need is a real desire - a real sense 
of expectation that God has something for me to hear, to learn, to 
change, and I want to be ready to listen. 
This desire can co-exist with fear, with resistance, with bad 
habits that have been obstacles in the past. God doesn't need 
much of an opening to begin to free us and show us a 
transforming love. 
 

A little desire is enough to shape deeper desires. 
Once we can say we want to make 
something of these precious days 
remaining in Lent, then we can start 
naming some more specific desires. 
For some of us, it is obvious. There is 
a big, glaring self-defeating pattern 
staring us in the face. Most of the 
time, however, it takes a little 
reflection, a bit of honest 
examination of conscience to really 
see what is getting in the way of my being a follower of Jesus. 
After some reflection, I might admit that there is a streak of 
stubbornness or impatience or harshness that keeps putting me 
at odds with people. Perhaps there is an old wound or a fresh 
experience of hurt or loss that has turned into a festering anger 
that robs me of simple joys and sorrows or compassion for 
suffering of others. Maybe I am obsessed with how I look - how 
others see me - and my choices each day are guided by what will 
make other people like me, and my mood each day goes up and 
down depending upon people's response to me. I might somehow 
know that I'm compensating for some emptiness or loneliness or 
sadness or insecurity by trying to fill in what is missing with 
temporary satisfaction. Maybe a homily or something I read 
recently made me realize that I really have not paid attention to 
the needs of the poor. After some reflection, I may just realise I'm 
not very grateful for what has been given me, and therefore, I'm 
just not very happy, generous or free. 
 

Lent begins when I can say "Help me Lord!" 
Now I can turn to the Lord, with some real, concrete desires.  
Now I can practice waking up each morning and naming a 
desire. "Lord, it feels so good to be honest with myself before you. 
Let me know your presence today. Help me face the challenges 
that will be there today. Give me some more freedom to make 
different choices, and act on the graces you are giving me, to 
refrain from escaping, but rather to give myself to loving, as you 
have loved me." Imagine all the different prayers like that - one 
minute long - that would shape our day!  
 

Focusing Lent with a Plan 
If we have a plan, we are more likely to follow it. That plan can 
have the following elements, which will give real purpose in 
vitality to our Lenten experience. 

What am I going to give up each day?  
How can I be generous today?  
 

Let’s give Lent a new start in the days ahead.  
God is offering us more than we can ask or imagine.  
                                 © creighton ministries  



 

   

†Monday 20 March - Mass of the Solemnity of St Joseph                

St Joseph’s day will be celebrated on this Monday with 
8:00am Mass. We pray, almighty God, that by Saint Joseph’s 
intercession your Church may constantly watch over the 
unfolding of the mysteries of human salvation, whose 
beginnings you entrusted to his faithful care.  

†Thursday 23 March - Lenten - Conversation                

Following 9:30am Mass join our ‘Spirit and Truth’ Lenten 
group with conversation, readings, prayer and reflection.  

†Friday 24 March - Lenten- Stations of the Cross              

Following St Mark’s 8:00am Mass, Stations are composed by  
St Alphonsus Liguori, a consecrated Bishop of Sant'Agata dei 
Goti in 1762. He wrote sermons, books, and encourage 
devotion to the Blessed Sacrament & the Blessed Virgin Mary   
group with conversation, readings, prayer and reflection.  

†Friday 24 March - Lenten - Candlelight Adoration               

From 7:00pm at St Mark’s we journey into Lent, and move 
towards the darkness of the cross, we sit in silence, and may 
the light remind us that we are not alone, in the good and the 
bad of life, we are not alone.  

†Saturday 25 March - Lenten - Conversation               

Following our 12:00pm Mass join us for small group Lenten 
conversation, reflection and journey with others, including a 
simple Lenten lunch. 

†Saturday 25 March - The Annunciation of the Lord                 

Celebrate at 12:00pm Mass The Solemnity of the 
Annunciation of the Lord, the Christian Celebration of the 
announcement by the Angel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary that 
she would conceive and become the mother of Jesus, the Son 
of God, marking his Incarnation.   

†Sunday 26 March - Family Lenten - Conversation               

Following our 9:00am Mass, gather in the Parish Centre with 
your family, children, prams for "Among us: a family 
gathering for Lent" how Christ establishes us as family; He 
was with us in our past, among us in our present and the  
One who leads us on.  

†Thursday 30 March - Italian Stations of the Cross                 

Via Crucis in Italiano on Giovedi 30 Marzo 2023 alle 13:00 
Tutti benvenuti.  

†Thursday 30 March - Reconciliation 2nd Rite                  

Join us at All Hallows Catholic Church Five Dock for the 2nd 
Rite of Reconciliation at 6:30pm  

†Friday 31 March - CWL Meeting                  

Join us at the Parish Centre for our CWL meeting. Bring your 
lunch to share from 11:30am with our meeting at 1:00pm  
All parishioners and friends welcome. 
 

ST MARK’S  

CWL  

St Mark’s Catholic Women’s League  
will be holding it’s opening meeting on  

Friday 31st March 2023 
Bring a casual lunch to share from 11:30am then our meeting 

will commence at 1:00pm  
Friends and visitors are most welcome.  

PALM SUNDAY: 1 & 2 April 2023 
5:30pm Vigil Mass & Blessing of the Palms   

9:00am  Mass Blessing of the Palms & Procession  
6:00pm Mass & Blessing of the Palms  

HOLY THURSDAY:  6 April 2023 
9:00am Morning Prayer (Lauds) 

No Morning Mass    
7:00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper with Adoration  

  Easter at St Mark’s  

GOOD FRIDAY: 7 April 2023 
9:30am Morning Prayer (Lauds)  

10:00am Stations of the Cross  
3:00pm Celebration of the Passion of the Lord 

HOLY SATURDAY: 8 April 2023 
9:30am Morning Prayer (Lauds)  

No Morning Mass    
7:00pm Easter Vigil  

EASTER SUNDAY: 9 April 2023 
8:00am Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord  

10:00am Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord     
6:00pm Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord  

 



In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and 
vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:  
Patricia Ficarra, Brian and Anne Johnson, Roslyn Chew,  
Pat Kenna, Joanna McGill, Giuseppina Pinto, Nancy Rice, 
Maureen Hanvey, Nora Bateman, Milly Di Blasio, Mary 
Conway, Rocco Zoccali, Wendy Madden & Patricia Ryan   
 

Remembering those who have gone before us. 
Judy Moran (nee Fahy), Kevin Fahy, Helen Jones (nee Fahy), 
Rosalea Gabriel (nee Fahy), Irene & Richard Cartwright, 
Monica Rincon de Florez, Dolores Borg, Connie McNamara, 
Rita Rota, Giustina Russo and members of the Ferraro family,  
and Charlie Camilleri. 
 

Recently Deceased. Sr Chrysoston (Cox), Rocchina Ciampa & 

Monica Frances Therese Fernon. 

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
 

Monday & Friday 8:00am  
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am 
Saturday 12 noon  

 

Saturday Reconciliation 11:00am - 11:55am  
 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm 

 
St Mark’s Catholic Parish  

33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     
Tel: (02) 9181 1795    

Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP   
Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    
Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Mrs Melissa Lentini 

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your 
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on 

the pew for others to pick up.  

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

Those we love are with the Lord,   
and the Lord has promised to be with us.  
If they are with Him, and He is with us, 

They cannot be far away.   
Peter Marshall 1946  

FIRST COLLECTION SECOND COLLECTION 

Money collected from the 
first collection supports 

Money collected from the 
second collection supports  

†Priest’s monthly stipends 

†Priest’s household cost’s,  food, 

utilities, cleaner etc. 

†A small percentage is to cover 

the expenses of the Archbishop 
especially in caring for the elderly 
priests.  

†Any surplus from this 

collection is placed in a fund to 
ensure all ministers in a 
financially struggling community 
is assured equal care.  

† Pastoral Care of the 

community and all in need. 

† Parish running costs, 

administration, utilities, 
 insurance (average $40,000 pa) , 
maintenance and upkeep of the 
Church, Presbytery and Parish 
centre. 

† Parish salaries. 

† Priest car expenses. 

† Shortfall in our CWF 

donations. 

† Servicing the Parish loans. 

Remember to tick the tax deduction box when completing this card. 
Deductions are calculated by the Archdiocese.  

St Mark’s Planned Giving  
Monthly direct debit and weekly envelopes receive a tax 

deduction if the above boxed is ticked.  
Tap and Pray, online donations do not receive a tax deduction. 
Completed Green cards can be placed in baskets or the mailbox 

outside Parish office. Thank you for your generosity.  

COLLECTIONS:   
The passing around of the collection bowls has been reinstated 
after the pandemic to ensure the Parish continues to meet our 
financial obligations.  
1st Collection - following the Homily  
2nd Collection - following the Prayers of the Faithful.  

 

VIA CRUCIS IN ITALIANO 
Giovedi 30 Marzo 2023 alle 13:00 

Tutti benvenuti 
 

ITALIAN STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
Thursday 30 March 2023 at 1:00pm 

All Welcome 

We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at  
St. Mark’s: 

William Victor Tony Paterson & 
Carmen Kuszny.     

and we congratulate his parents. 
   God bless you. 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Available in the Church foyer  

 

 $2 

Gospel Reflection: Today’s gospel reading is the second in a series of three quite lengthy 
readings from the gospel of John that are a feature of the Lenten season in Year A of the 
liturgical cycle. The three readings address three significant themes and images: water; 
light; and new life. Although today’s passage is about the healing of a blind man, the 
event takes place as part of a longer section of the gospel dealing with the image of light 
and specifically the image of Jesus as Light of the World. 

The question asked by the disciples at the opening of this event is an interesting one. They 
ask, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, for him to have been born blind?’ In 
Jewish culture at the time, any physical affliction was deemed to be punishment from God 
for sinful behaviour. As the man had been born blind, the suspicion falls on his parents as 
having committed such a terrible offence against God that their son is born blind. Jesus 
immediately rejects this interpretation of the man’s affliction. Physical and mental illness-
es or disabilities are in no way punishment from God. 

Although the man’s physical sight is restored by Jesus simply enough, his journey from 
darkness into light is a more complicated affair. He faces disbelief, ridicule and even 
abuse from the Jewish authorities as they try to discredit Jesus and diminish the impact of 
the miracle. In fact, their treatment of the man is what drives him along the road from recipient of an act of mercy to a confirmed 
believer. Furthermore, the Jewish authorities, despite their physical capacity for sight, are shown to be the ones who are truly blind 
and trapped in darkness because they deny the light that is before their very eyes. 

Historical Context – Light of the World: The events of today’s gospel passage occur within an extended passage of the gospel of John 
in which Jesus attends Jerusalem for the Feast of Tabernacles (Jn 7:1 following). A feature of the feast was the illumination of the 
Temple. Pilgrims would cover the Temple with lights and torches so that it shone out over the entire city. It was during this feast that 
Jesus declared himself to be the Light of the World and, a few verses later, healed the blind man and brought light into his world.  
 

Living the Gospel – Lenten Light: The story of the man born blind is a perfect choice for the Lenten season. During this season we are 
invited once again to open our eyes to Jesus; to step out of darkness and into the light; to look towards the future with hope and not 
despair. When we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus at the Easter vigil, we celebrate the coming of the Light of the World into our 
lives. This annual call to turn away from darkness and walk in the light is a powerful and poetic call to focus our lives on the way of 
Jesus. 

Gospel Focus – None so blind: There’s a very old saying that has its roots in the Bible but is not a direct quote from the Bible: ‘There 
are none so blind as those who will not see.’ It would be a fitting summary of today’s passage for there are two movements between 
darkness and light that are evident in the story. Firstly, there is the blind man who can see. He can see physically but can also see the 
truth of who Jesus is. Secondly, there are the Jewish authorities who have physical sight but are completely blind to the truth of Jesus.    
 

Questions? 
Q. How does the pattern of this story differ from most of the healing stories in the gospels? 
Q. What is the man’s logical argument to the Jewish authorities regarding Jesus?  
Q. What are areas of blindness or darkness in our world today that need the light of Jesus?   
Q. In what ways can you be the light of Christ for others?                                       © Greg Sunter  

Register by 30 Nov  

 CATECHISTS PILGRIMAGE Join Fr Michael McLean who will be 
the chaplain on this pilgrimage from  

24 September to 11 October 2023 

Brochures are available from the Church foyer 

For more information or to book 
contact Rome Pilgrimages on  

1800 753 959  

* God ’s Bootlegger: Margaret ’s Mission of support  

* Election Guide 2023    

* Parish raises support for suffering family  

* Housing crisis prompts evictions rethink   

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/
https://divinerenovation.org/events/


 
 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone you 
know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.  Website: Archdiocese of  Sydney  Safeguarding  and Child Protection   

 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/

