
THE SPRINGS OF LIVING WATER!  
Australia has been through long drought that affected many 
people throughout the land followed by devastating floods that 
are still flowing through our rivers systems at the moment. 
Australia has been a place of extremes throughout its history. 
The Indigenous people of this land worked in harmony with 
these extremes and we have realised the great wisdom and 
history they drew upon to live and prosper here.  
 

Jesus’ encounter, in the Gospel with the women breaks cultural 
and religious customs. That he would speak to an 
unaccompanied woman, the timing of the interaction and the 
content of their discussions. The conversation is at two levels 
about being thirsty for water and thirsty for the meaning and 
purpose of life. The woman comes to faith in Jesus and 
becomes his advocate in her community. Jesus has come for 
everyone and reaches out to those on the periphery sharing 
faith with them and calling them to believe. 
 

Our land is dry and sometimes our souls are dry. Lent is a good 
time to water our weary spirits with the Word of God, Prayer 
and works of kindness – being concerned for others. This draws 
us out of ourselves and calls us to interact with others in charity 
and kindness. Jesus takes an ordinary interaction and turns it 
into a moment of grace, real connection and conversion. In our 
lives let us take the moments God gives us and use them for the 
good of others and as an opportunity for us to share our faith in 
the life giving message of Jesus. May the ‘springs of living 
water’ flow through us to others who are thirsty for ‘more’ in 
their lives. 
 

 
 Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ,   
 Fr Michael McLean,   
   Parish Priest 

St Patrick’s Day  

Mass Friday 17 March at 8:00am 
 

May God the Father, who called us together 
to celebrate this solemnity of Saint Patrick, 

bless you, protect you and keep you faithful. 

- 12 March 2023 - 

Third Sunday  
of Lent 

- Prepare - Prayer - Fasting - Almsgiving - 

 St Joseph, Spouse of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary  
Mass of Solemnity  

Monday 20th March 2023  
at 8:00am  

 

St. Joseph is the patron of 
workers and carpenters.  

Next Sunday is  
‘Rejoice Sunday’ 

Wear ‘Rose or Pink’ to 
Mass to celebrate  

mid-Lent.  
 

Join us for morning 
tea following 9:00am 

Mass  
 

 YEAR 4  
FAMILY MASS  
SUNDAY19th  

at 9:00am  
Rejoice and wear 

Pink or Rose.  

St. Mark’s Parish. 
United in Baptism, Nourished by the Eucharist,  

Guided by the Holy Spirit,  
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 

Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 
Reaching Out to Those in Need,  

Journeying Together,  
Growing in Faith. 



 

\ 

Gospel             (shorter version) John 4.5-15, 19-26, 39, 40-42 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John. 
The water that I will give will become a spring water gushing up to 
eternal life.         
Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot 
of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s 
well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was  
sitting by the well. It was about noon. 
 

A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to 
her, “Give me a drink.” (His disciples had gone to the city to 
buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that 
you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews 
do not share things in common with Samaritans.) Jesus  
answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that 
is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked 
him, and he would have given you living water.” 
 

The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the 
well is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you 
greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and 
with his children and his flocks drank from it?” Jesus said to 
her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 
but those who drink of the water that I will give them will  
never be thirsty. The water that I will give him will become in 
them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” The  
woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may 
never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water. 
"I see that you are a Prophet. Our ancestors worshipped on 
this mountain, but you say that the place where people must 
worship is in Jerusalem.” 
 

Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming 
when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain 
nor in Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we 
worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews.  
But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true  
worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the 
Father seeks such as these to worship him. God is  
spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and 
truth.” The woman said to him, “I know that the Messiah is  
coming” (who is called the Christ). “When he comes, he will 
proclaim all things to us.” Jesus said to her, “I am he, the 
one who is speaking to you.” 
Many Samaritans from that city believed in Jesus. 
So when they came to him, they asked him to stay with 
them; and he stayed there two days. And many more  
believed because of his word. They said to the woman, “It is 
no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we 
have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the 
Saviour of the world.”  

Third Sunday of Lent  
Entrance Antiphon                    Cf. Ez 36:23-26 

(All) When I prove my holiness among you, I will gather you 
from all the foreign lands; and I will pour clean water upon 
you and cleanse you from all your impurities, and I will give 
you a new spirit, says the Lord. 
 
 

First Reading                                                Exodus 17.3-7  

A reading from the book of Exodus. 
Give us water to drink.          
In the wilderness the people thirsted for water; and the 
people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you 
bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock 
with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do 
with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 
 

The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and 
take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand 
the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be 
standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the 
rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may 
drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 
‘He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the 
Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying,  
“Is the Lord among us or not?”  
 

Responsorial Psalm    Psalm 95,1-2,6-7ab,7ab,7c-9 (R.7c+8a)   

(R.) If today you hear God’s voice, harden not your 
hearts.            
 

1. O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise 
to the rock of our salvation! Let us come into his presence 
with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with 
songs of praise! (R.) 
 

2. O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before 
the Lord, our Maker! For he is our God, and we are the 
people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. (R.) 
 

3. O that today you would listen to his voice! Do not harden 
your hearts, as at Meribah, as on the day at Massah in the 
wilderness, when your ancestors tested me, and put me to 
the proof, though they had seen my work. (R.) 

Gospel Acclamation                        John 4.42,15 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
Lord, you are truly the Saviour of the world; give me living 
water, that I may never thirst again.  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
In Lent, the Alleluia is omitted at Mass and at the Hours, 
even in celebrations of solemnities and feasts.  

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana. 
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal 

© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

Second Reading                         Romans 5.1-2, 5-8 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans. 
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been 
given to us.                    
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have 
obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we 
boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 
 

And hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has 
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has 
been given to us. For while we were still weak, at the right 
time Christ died for the ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die 
for a righteous person though perhaps for a good person 
someone might actually dare to die. But God proves his love 
for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.  

 LENTEN CONVERSATIONS 
“ SPIRIT & TRUTH”  

An invitation to join a reflection group 
for devotional readings, prayer and 

meditation. 
Begin your Lenten journey to be 

MORNING LENTEN CONVERSATION  
Thursday 10:00am following 9:30am Mass  
Led by Maria or Sr Antonia join us for morning tea and 
reflection in this penitential season.  
 

MIDDAY LENTEN CONVERSATION  
Saturday 12:30pm following 
12:00pm Mass 
Led by Michelle join us for a simple 
lunch and reflection as we focus on 
His mercy and grace to accomplish in 
us what we cannot change in 
ourselves. 
 

FAMILY LENTEN CONVERSATION 
Sunday 10:00am following 9:00am Mass  
Led by Alexander or Julian bring this family gathering is to  
focus on the theme of how Christ establishes us as family; He 
was with us in our past, among us in our present and the One 
who leads us on. 



 

Prayers of the Faithful  
Leader: Let us bring our prayers before our heavenly  
Father, trusting in his loving care for us.            
 

Reader: Let us pray that we may receive a spirit of  
repentance as we journey through Lent, and experience the 
healing grace of God’s loving mercy.   (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for an increase in the virtue of hope, 
that we will be more aware of the freedom won for us in the 
Lord’s Death and Resurrection. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for peace in our world, that  
governments and people everywhere will strive after justice 
and the resolution of conflict. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for all who are troubled by doubt or  
despair, that they will come to know the peace and light of 
the heavenly Kingdom. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Reader: Let us pray for the faithful departed, that they may 
share in the glory of the Lord’s resurrection. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

Leader: Loving Father, just as you quenched the thirst of 
your people in the desert we ask you to hear our prayers 
and give us all we need to live as your beloved children     
We ask this through Christ our Lord.    
All: Amen. 
 

Communion Antiphon                     Jn 4:13-14

(All) For anyone who drinks it, says the Lord, the water  
I shall give will become in him a spring welling up to eternal 
life. 

                       Third Sunday of Lent   
Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
and life everlasting.  Amen 

     ALMSGIVING - PROJECT COMPASSION   
We thank you for your support  

last week our Project Compassion  
collection for week 2 was $1089.70 

Thank you for your support.  
Project Compassion envelopes and boxes can be  

collected from the Church foyer.  

Our first encounter with his paschal deed is the event that 
marks the life of all believers: our Baptism. 
This is not a mental adhesion to his thought or the agreeing to 
a code of conduct imposed by Him. Rather, it is a being 
plunged into his passion, death, resurrection, and ascension, a 
being plunged into his paschal deed. It is not magic. Magic is 
the opposite of the logic of the sacraments because magic 
pretends to have a power over God...In perfect continuity with 
the Incarnation, there is given to us, in virtue of the presence 
and action of the Spirit, the possibility of dying and rising in 
Christ.  
 
Pope Francis, Apostolic Letter  
Desiderio Desideravi #12  
On The Liturgical Formation Of The People of God,  
29 June 2022.  

ALL HALLOWS FIVE DOCK  
HEALING MASS & LENTEN HEALING DAY RETREAT  
Fr Justin Torres will be celebrating a healing mass at  

All Hallows Catholic Church, Five Dock  
on Thursday, 16th March, 2023 at 6pm. 

 

Fr Justin will also facilitating a Lenten Day retreat at  
All Hallows Catholic Church, Five Dock  

on Saturday, 18th March 2023 in preparation for Easter.   
The program for the day retreat is as follows:  

†9am - Rosary 

†9:30am - First talk 

†10:30am - Break 

†11am - Second talk 

†12pm - Lunch break 

†1:30pm - Third talk 

†3pm - Healing Mass 
All Welcome! 

 
For all enquiries, please contact the All Hallows parish office 

on 02 9713 7960 / admin@allhallows.org.au. 
All Hallows Catholic Church – 2 Halley St, Five Dock 

mailto:admin@allhallows.org.au


 

EVENING CANDLELIGHT ADORATION  
 

Every Friday during Lent at  
St Mark’s Church from 7:00pm  

 

Join us for Candlelight Adoration, Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament, Prayer, Silence Reflection, 
Benediction with the Sacrament of Penance 

available. 
 

7:00pm Candlelight Adoration  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  

Evening Prayer (Vespers)  
 

7:15pm Silent reflection  
with time for Sacrament of Penance available  

7:45pm Prayer of the Night 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament  

 

Then at 8:00pm join us in the Parish Centre for  
a simple shared Lenten meal. 

All Welcome. 

FRIDAY’S DURING LENT 
Following 8:00am Mass 

This Lenten devotion offers witness to Jesus’ Passion 
and Death, at each station we use our senses and our 

imagination to reflect prayerfully upon Jesus’ 
suffering, Death, and Resurrection, and to 

experience the visual images to reflect on Christ’s 
love for us.     

Every Friday 
during Lent  

from 7:00pm  

The Stations of the Cross 

We invite you to St Mark’s to join us as we commemorate the 
saving Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ,  

celebrated in the sacred Liturgies.  
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY THURSDAY  
On this day at the Chrism Mass the priests of the Archdiocese 

gather with the Archbishop to consecrate holy oils, which are used 
throughout the year for the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, 

Holy Orders and the Anointing of the Sick.  
This ancient practice dates back to the fifth century and stresses 

the role of the bishop as a successor to the apostles.  
(There is no morning Mass at St Mark’s)  

10.00am Chrism Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral 
 

There is only one other Mass on this day, the  
Mass of the Lord’s Supper celebrated at 7:00pm  

 This Mass commemorates the institution of the Eucharist, and the  
Blessed Sacrament is removed until Communion on Good Friday. 

At the end of Mass, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is available 
just as the disciples stayed with the Lord during His agony on the 

Mount of Olives before the betrayal of Judas. 
 

GOOD FRIDAY  
Is a day of fasting and penance, commemorating Christ’s 

crucifixion and death. Many mark the day by morning prayer 
followed by participating in the Stations of the Cross  

9:30am Morning prayer with 10:00am Stations of the Cross.  
 

On Good Friday the afternoon is traditionally marked as the time 
of Jesus’ death. The celebration of Good Friday includes the 

reading of the Lord’s Passion, the Veneration of the Cross and the 
distribution of Holy Communion.  

The Celebration of the Passion of the Lord begins at 3.00pm.  
 

HOLY SATURDAY  
Morning prayer followed by “Blessing of the Easter Baskets”.  

 The tradition is said to date from the 7th century in its basic form, 
the more modern form containing bread and eggs are said to date 

from the 12th century.  
Foods in the baskets have a symbolic meaning: 
eggs - symbolise life and Christ's resurrection  

bread - symbolic of Jesus  
lamb - represents Christ 

salt - represents purification 
horseradish - symbolic of the bitter sacrifice of Christ 

ham - symbolic of great joy and abundance. 

The food blessed in the church remains untouched according to 
local traditions until the Saturday afternoon or Sunday morning.  

9:30am Morning Prayer and Blessing of Baskets. 
(There is no morning Mass at St Mark’s)   

 

SATURDAY EASTER VIGIL  
The Service of Light Easter Vigil, is the dramatic Easter liturgy that 

marks the official celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus and 
beginning of Easter. It is the most important Mass of the liturgical 
year as well as the first celebration of the Eucharist during the fifty 

day long celebrations of Easter, and is marked by the first use, 
since the beginning of Lent, of the acclamation “Alleluia”. Before 
the Easter Vigil, the holy water fonts are drained, all the lights are 

extinguished, and the tabernacle is empty. The service begins 
outside the church, where a new fire is lit and blessed and a new 
Paschal candle is prepared. The Priest lights the candle from the 

new fire and then processes into the church, lifting it three 
different times. Everyone lights their candle and continues in 

procession until the whole church is alight.  
Easter Vigil begins at 7:00pm 

 EASTER SUNDAY  
A day of celebration commemorating the Resurrection of Christ. 
Unlike during the “desert” period of Lent, churches are usually 

filled with flowers and other symbols of life. It is the highest feast 
in the Church’s calendar. 

8:00am,10:00am & 6:00pm Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord  



 
   

†Praying with Pope Francis - March Universal Intention                

For victims of abuse, we pray for those who have suffered 
harm from members of the Church: may they find within  
the Church herself a concrete response to their pain and 
suffering.  

†Thursday 16 March - Lenten - Conversation                

Following 9:30am Mass join our ‘Spirit and Truth’ Lenten 
group with conversation, readings, prayer and reflection.  

†Friday 17 March - Mass of the Solemnity of St Patrick                

Join our St Patrick’s Day Mass at 8:00am 
with Stations of the Cross at 8:30am then 
join us for St Patrick’s Day morning tea, 
upstairs in the Parish Centre. 
 

†Friday 17 March - Lenten- Stations of the Cross              

Following St Mark’s 9:30am Mass, Stations are composed by  
St Alphonsus Liguori, a consecrated Bishop of Sant'Agata dei 
Goti in 1762. He wrote sermons, books, and encourage 
devotion to the Blessed Sacrament & the Blessed Virgin Mary   
group with conversation, readings, prayer and reflection.  

†Friday 17 March - Lenten - Candlelight Adoration               

From 7:00pm at St Mark’s we journey into Lent, and move 
towards the darkness of the cross, we sit in silence, and may 
the light remind us that we are not alone, in the good and the 
bad of life, we are not alone.  

†Saturday 18 March - Lenten - Conversation               

Following our 12:00pm Mass join us for small group Lenten 
conversation, reflection and journey with others, including a 
simple Lenten lunch. 

†Sunday 19 March - Lenten - Conversation               

Following our 9:00am Mass, gather in the Parish Centre with 
your family, children, prams for "Among us: a family 
gathering for Lent" how Christ establishes us as family; He 
was with us in our past, among us in our present and the  
One who leads us on.  

†Sunday 19 March - Family Mass - Year 4                

Join our Year 4 students and their family for Family Mass at 
9:00am followed by morning tea.  

†Sunday 19 March - Rejoice Sunday               

Wear Rose or Pink to Mass and following our 9:00am Mass, 
gather with your family for morning tea. All Welcome  

†Monday 20 March - Mass of the Solemnity of St Joseph                

St Joseph’s day will be celebrated on this Monday with 
8:00am Mass. We pray, almighty God, that by Saint Joseph’s 
intercession your Church may constantly watch over the 
unfolding of the mysteries of human salvation, whose 
beginnings you entrusted to his faithful care.  

†Saturday 25 March - The Annunciation of the Lord                 

Celebrate at 12:00pm Mass The Solemnity of the 
Annunciation of the Lord, the Christian Celebration of the 
announcement by the Angel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary that 
she would conceive and become the mother of Jesus, the Son 
of God, marking his Incarnation.  The Angel Gabriel told 
Mary to name her son Jesus, meaning “Saviour”. According 
to Luke 1:26, the Annunciation occurred “in the sixth 
month” of Elizabeth’s pregnancy with John the 
Baptist.  Irenaeus (130 – 202) of Lyon regarded the 
conception of Jesus as March 25th, coinciding with the 
Passion.  

 

SAVE THE DATE!! 
 

St. Mark’s fete is making a long-awaited return  
on Saturday April 1st,  

9am - 3pm.  
 
 

 
This event has been dearly 
missed by the community for 
three long years and we are 
looking to return with a bang!  
 
 
 

There will be a flurry of 
activities, all in preparation 
for the day. Our focus will 
remain on ensuring families 
and children have the most 
amazing day, with brand new 
inactive experiences, whilst 
also reviving this great 
community and showing them 
what St. Mark's has to offer.  
 
 
 

 
 

The success of this fete heavily relies on generosity from our 
community, so we are calling on those close to us in ways 
which may be big or small. Sponsorships and donations are 
crucial to this, and often they come from the generosity of 
school supporters who run their own business, who lobby their 
boss for support and who have a contact at a local business. But 
we love in-kind donations too, like vouchers and prizes that can 
be used in raffles and auctions.  
 

We will see the return of our favourite stalls; cake stand, flower 
stall, cafe, BBQ to keep all our visitors refreshed.  
 

If you would like to contribute to any stall or felt you may have 
an opportunity to be part of this day, please reach out to 
stmarksdrummoyne2047@gmail.com 
 

                      St Mark’s Primary School Fete Committee 

ST MARK’S  

CWL  

St Mark’s Catholic Women’s League  
will be holding it’s opening meeting on  

Friday 31st March 2023 
Bring a casual lunch to share from 11:30am then our meeting 

will commence at 1:00pm  
Friends and visitors are most welcome.  

 

This year we farewell Heather Burbidge our CWL Drummoyne 
founding member. Over many years Heather held various roles 

within the CWL and supported the Parish. 
 

Heather has moved to Newcastle to be closer to her family and 
on behalf of the CWL members and our Parish community  

we thank her, remember her fondly and wish her well. 
God Bless. 

mailto:stmarksdrummoyne2047@gmail.com


In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and 
vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:  
Patricia Ficarra, Brian and Anne Johnson, Roslyn Chew,  
Pat Kenna, Joanna McGill, Giuseppina Pinto, Nancy Rice, 
Maureen Hanvey, Nora Bateman, Milly Di Blasio, Mary 
Conway, Rocco Zoccali, Wendy Madden & Patricia Ryan   
 

Remembering those who have gone before us. 
Monica Rincon de Florez, Dolores Borg, Connie McNamara, 
Rita Rota, Giustina Russo and members of the Ferraro family,  
Charlie Camilleri, Stephen Wong, Marguerite Wong,  
Marie Supitarova and Isidoro D’Urso.   
 

Recently Deceased. Sr Chrysoston (Cox), Rocchina Ciampa & 

Monica Frances Therese Fernon. 

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
 

Monday & Friday 8:00am  
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am 
Saturday 12 noon  

 

Saturday Reconciliation 11:00am - 11:55am  
 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm 

 
St Mark’s Catholic Parish  

33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     
Tel: (02) 9181 1795    

Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP   
Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    
Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Mrs Melissa Lentini 

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your 
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on 

the pew for others to pick up.  

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

Those we love are with the Lord,   
and the Lord has promised to be with us.  
If they are with Him, and He is with us, 

They cannot be far away.   
Peter Marshall 1946  

FIRST COLLECTION SECOND COLLECTION 

Money collected from the 
first collection supports 

Money collected from the 
second collection supports  

†Priest’s monthly stipends 

†Priest’s household cost’s,  food, 

utilities, cleaner etc. 

†A small percentage is to cover 

the expenses of the Archbishop 
especially in caring for the elderly 
priests.  

†Any surplus from this 

collection is placed in a fund to 
ensure all ministers in a 
financially struggling community 
is assured equal care.  

† Pastoral Care of the 

community and all in need. 

† Parish running costs, 

administration, utilities, 
 insurance (average $40,000 pa) , 
maintenance and upkeep of the 
Church, Presbytery and Parish 
centre. 

† Parish salaries. 

† Priest car expenses. 

† Shortfall in our CWF 

donations. 

† Servicing the Parish loans. 

Remember to tick the tax deduction box when completing this card. 
Deductions are calculated by the Archdiocese.  

St Mark’s Planned Giving  
Monthly direct debit and weekly envelopes receive a tax 

deduction if the above boxed is ticked.  
Tap and Pray, online donations do not receive a tax deduction. 
Completed Green cards can be placed in baskets or the mailbox 

outside Parish office. Thank you for your generosity.  

COLLECTIONS:   
The passing around of the collection bowls has been reinstated 
after the pandemic to ensure the Parish continues to meet our 
financial obligations.  
1st Collection - following the Homily  
2nd Collection - following the Prayers of the Faithful.  

The Sacrament of Penance  
  (Confession |Reconciliation)  

Jesus said to His Apostles in the Garden of Gethsemane,  
“The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak”  

(Matthew 26:41)  
 

How could the disciples know which sins to forgive and which to 
retain if no one would confess?  

We have the practice of the Sacramental of Penance because it 
has been handed down to us from the Apostles by the will of Our 

Lord and  
Saviour Jesus Christ.  

Lent is a season of reflection on and repentance.  
The Sacrament of Penance is available Friday during Adoration & 

from 11am on Saturday’s prior to12pm Mass during Lent at  
St Mark’s Church.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


Available in the Church foyer  

 

 

 $2 

Gospel Reflection: The encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan woman at the well is rich in historical and cultural nuance that 
enhances our understanding and interpretation of this passage. When he asks the woman for a drink, Jesus breaks two cultural  
taboos: firstly, for a man to speak directly to an unchaperoned woman was somewhat scandalous; secondly, as the woman points out, 
Jesus is a Jew and directly addresses a Samaritan – another scandal. Jesus successfully gains the woman’s attention by ignoring these 
social taboos but she fails to fully understand his reference to ‘living water’.  

The reference to the woman’s five husbands has often been construed to suggest that she was either a prostitute or a serial widow. 
However, it may in fact be a reference to the Samaritans binding themselves (wedding themselves) to the five books of the Torah and 
ignoring the writings of the prophets and other later writings. This reference is followed by another fact that set Jews and Samaritans 
apart: the Samaritans worshipped God on a local mountain, Mt Gerazim, whilst the Jews held that true worship could only take place 
in Jerusalem. Jesus dismisses this major difference between Jews and Samaritans by declaring that soon ‘true worshippers will  
worship the Father in spirit and truth’. He is indicating the much more personal relationship with God that he models; not bound up 
by ritual, place and law. 

Having set the scene for breaking down the walls between Jews and Samaritans, Jesus then reveals to the woman unequivocally that 
he is the promised Messiah. The woman rushes back to the town to spread the good news about Jesus. She becomes a missionary for 
him; and a remarkably effective one. The people are convinced by her testimony and flock to Jesus where they have their own  
personal faith encounter with him. 

Historical Context – Jews and Samaritans: Samaritans descended from one of the tribes of Israel. They held faithful to Mt Gerazim as 
the first place for the worship of God even when the prophet Elijah declared a new place for worship. In the 7th and 8th Centuries 
BCE, the Assyrians descended on the Northern and Southern Kingdoms of Israel. The Samaritans in the north assimilated with the 
Assyrians, whilst the Jews were taken into exile in Babylon. When the Jews returned from exile, the Samaritans offered to assist in the 
reconstruction of the Temple. This infuriated the Jews and led to centuries of distrust and animosity. 
 

Gospel Focus – Transformation: The woman has obviously come to the well to draw water for herself. Her encounter with Jesus is a 
moment of transformation for her. At first, she fails to comprehend his reference to ‘living water’ and never being thirsty again. 
However, in the end ‘the woman put down her water jar and hurried back to the town.’ Leaving her water jar behind was a sign of 
the transformation that had taken place within her. She had indeed drunk of the living water of Jesus and no longer paid attention to 
the need for water that had brought her to the well. 

Living the Gospel – Personal encounter: The Samaritan woman’s personal encounter with Jesus compels her to start spreading the 
good news about the amazing man she has met. She meets Jesus face to face and feels compelled to act on what she has felt. Lent is a 
time for each of us to again – or for the first time – seek out a face to face encounter with Jesus. Through prayer, contemplation on 
scripture or reflection on encountering Jesus in the face of others, we build a one to one relationship with Jesus. When we 
acknowledge this relationship, like the Samaritan woman, we are compelled to act on it. 
 

Questions? 
Q. How does an understanding of the social and cultural context of scripture aid interpretation?  
Q. Which aspects of this encounter do you find most intriguing or interesting?  
Q. To what was Jesus alluding when he spoke of giving the woman ‘living water’?  
Q. How are we able to come ‘face to face’ with Jesus today as did the woman at the well?                                     © Greg Sunter  

Register by 30 Nov  

 CATECHISTS PILGRIMAGE Join Fr Michael McLean who will be 
the chaplain on this pilgrimage from  

24 September to 11 October 2023 

Brochures are available from the Church foyer 

For more information or to book 
contact Rome Pilgrimages on  

1800 753 959  

* The Project ’s bad joke   

* The 10   years of Pope Francis.  

* NSW Election: Candidates pitch to voters of faith.  

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/
https://divinerenovation.org/events/


 
 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone you 
know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.  Website: Archdiocese of  Sydney  Safeguarding  and Child Protection   
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