
 

IN LIFE WE ARE OFTEN TEMPTED TO TAKE DIFFERENT PATHS  
Jesus early on in his public life, is confronted 
with choices in his life of service and love. 
Matthew places this incident in today’s Gospel  
just after his Baptism by John in the Jordan 
river. The choices are in stark contrast to his 
teachings and life. His threefold temptation 
are put before us at the beginning of Lent for 
us to reflect and pray on. 
 

The temptation to selfishness is ever present in our lives and 
Lent is a time for us to think of others, our relationships and to 
focus on the Word of God in our lives. We are called to take 
another look at things and to consider the broader picture. 
What do we long for? 
 

The devil next uses scripture in his temptation chancing belief 
and recklessness  which tests God and common sense. We 
need to take good care of ourselves if we are to serve God and 
others. We are not to put God to the test in our lives but to 
work with his grace as baptised people. We are “temples of 
God’s Holy Spirit” last week’s second reading reminds us of 
this. 
 

Finally what is really important in our lives? What do we always 
make time for? What has the priority in my life? It needs to be 
God. If God is in the centre of our lives everything finds it’s 
proper place. 
 

May this Lent be a time of prayer, fasting and concern for others 
as we prepare ourselves for the joy of Easter renewed and 
strengthen in faith and hope. 
 
          Yours in the Lord Jesus Christ,   
              Fr Michael McLean,  Parish Priest 
 
 

First Sunday of  Lent 

- 26 February 2023  

     ALMSGIVING - PROJECT COMPASSION   
We welcome our Caritas guest speaker to our  

9am & 6pm Masses Nicole Chehine 

Project Compassion envelopes and boxes can be  
collected from the Church foyer.  

40 days of Renewal - Prepare - Prayer - Fasting - Almsgiving 



 

 
 

Gospel                                    Matthew 4.1-11 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Jesus fasted forty day, and was put to the test.        
After being baptised, Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted forty days 
and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. The 
tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But he 
answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone,  
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 
 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on 
the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the 
Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will 
command his Angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands 
they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot 
against a stone.’” Jesus said to him, “Again it is written,  
‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 
 

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and 
showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their  
splendour; and he said to him, “All these I will give you,  
if you will fall down and worship me.” Jesus said to him, 
“Away with you, Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship the Lord 
your God, and serve only him.’” 
 

Then the devil left him, and suddenly Angels came and 
waited on him.  

Entrance Antiphon                    Cf. Ps 90:15-16

(All) When he calls on me, I will answer him; I will deliver 
him and give him glory, I will grant him length of days. 
 
 

First Reading              Genesis 2.7-9, 16-18, 2-5; 3.1-7++  

A reading from the book of Genesis. 
The creation and the sin of our first parents.         
The Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man 
became a living being. And the Lord God planted a garden in 
Eden, in the east; and there he put the man whom he had 
formed. Out of the ground the Lord God made to grow every 
tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree 
of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. 
 

And the Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat 
of every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat 
of it you shall die.” 
 

Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should 
be alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.” And the 
man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed. 
 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal 
that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did 
God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 
The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of 
the trees in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat of 
the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor 
shall you touch it, or you shall die.’” But the serpent said to 
the woman, “You will not die; for God knows that when you 
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the 
tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, 
and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she 
took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her 
husband, who was with her, and he ate. 
 

Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they 
were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made 
loincloths for themselves.  
 

Responsorial Psalm  Psalm 51.1-2,3-4a,19-11,12+15 (R.1a+4a)   

(R.) Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.          
 

1. Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast 
love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my 
transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and 
cleanse me from my sin. (R.) 
 

2. For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before 
me. Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is 
evil in your sight. (R.) 
 

3. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and 
right spirit within me. Do not cast me away from your 
presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. (R.) 
 

4. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me 
a willing spirit. O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will 
declare your praise. (R.) 

Gospel Acclamation                          Mt 4:4 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
No one lives on bread alone, but on every word that comes 
from the mouth of God. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
In Lent, the Alleluia is omitted at Mass and at the Hours, 
even in celebrations of solemnities and feasts.  

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana. 
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal 

© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

Second Reading            Romans 5.12, 17-19 (shorter version) 

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Romans. 
Where sin increased, grace abounded all the more.                  
Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death 
came through sin, so death spread to all, because all have 
sinned. 
 

If, because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised 
dominion through that one, much more surely will those who 
receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of 
righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, 
Jesus Christ. 
 

Therefore just as the trespass of one led to condemnation for 
all, so one man’s act of righteousness of one leads to 
justification and life for all. For just as by the disobedience of 
one the many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one 
the many will be made righteous. 

St. Mark’s Parish. 
United in Baptism, Nourished by the Eucharist,  

Guided by the Holy Spirit,  
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 

Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 
Reaching Out to Those in Need,  

Journeying Together,  
Growing in Faith. 



 

Prayers of the Faithful  
Leader: As we prepare to celebrate this joyful season of 
Lent, let us ask our heavenly Father to turn our hearts back 
to him.         
 

Reader: Let us pray that we may draw from the Gospel of 
Christ the courage and strength we need to face the  
challenges we meet in our daily lives. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray that we may never be distracted by the 
empty promises that power and earthly glory offer, but keep 
our hearts and minds focussed on the service we render to 
others in response to the love that God has poured out on 
us. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray that we may not be ruled by evil and 
may be given the grace to reject the bread that does not 
lead to eternal life. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray that we may gain a deeper  
understanding of the need for prayer, fasting and almsgiving 
in our lives. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Reader: Let us pray for the faithful departed, that they may 
find rest with the Lord. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

Leader: Gracious God, hear our prayers; remove from our 
hearts whatever may prevent us from trusting in you.    
We ask this through Christ our Lord.    
All: Amen. 
 

Communion Antiphon                     Mt 4:4 

(All) One does not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that comes forth from the mouth of God. 

                        
Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
and life everlasting.  Amen 

EMBER DAYS  - WHAT ARE THEY? 
Those familiar with the Extraordinary Form of the Mass will perhaps be 
more acquainted with the concept, but the liturgical calendar for the 
Novus Ordo has them too (at least in Australia). What is their purpose 
and should we make a conscious effort to adopt them again?  

History and meaning 
The history of Ember Days is, admittedly, a bit obscure, and they are a 
peculiar feature of the Roman Church. In its more ancient form, the 
Church had four Ember Weeks throughout the year, corresponding 
with the beginning of each season. The Wednesday, Friday and 
Saturday of such weeks (the Ember Days) would be days of fasting, 
abstinence and prayer (following the same guidelines we do for Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday). The purpose of them was to give thanks 
to God for the gifts of His creation and request assistance in using 
them well. According to the old Catholic Encyclopedia, originally they 
came into practice as part of the Church’s sanctification of pagan 
practices. Religious festivals were a key feature of ancient paganism, 
and there were four times a year that festivals of sacrifice would be 
celebrated, imploring the favour of Roman deities on the seeding and 
harvest of their crops. The Church, the encyclopedia states, 
has always tried to sanctify any practices which could be utilized for good 
purpose.’  
Thus, Ember Days were born, times where the seasons could be 
consecrated to the one true God. It seems as though they came into 
practice in the first three centuries of the Church, although Pope Leo 
the Great (mid-fifth century) was of the opinion that they were 
apostolic in their origins. An additional meaning became attached to 
them when Pope Gelasius (late-fifth century) allowed priestly 
ordinations to happen on Ember Days. This was fitting, since 
historically ordinations have been preceded by days of prayer and 
fasting (Acts 13:3). 
              Ember etymology 
Obviously, the term “ember” in this context does not refer to anything 
fire-related. There are two possible linguistic origins of the word. It 
may originate from the old Anglo-Saxon word ymbren, which refers to 
a circle or revolution. Alternatively, it might be a corruption of the 
Latin phrase quatuor tempora, which means “four times”. 
                      Modern usage 
Prior to the introduction of the 1966 Missal, Ember Days were 
prescribed and mandatory. Since 1966, they are no longer considered 
obligatory but they are (theoretically) encouraged. The 1969 General 
Norms for the Liturgical Year and Calendar states that it is up to the 
discretion of local bishops’ conferences to decide when and how many 
there would be: In order to adapt the rogation and ember days to 
various regions and the different needs of the people, the conferences 
of bishops should arrange the time and plan for their celebration. 
Consequently, the competent authority should lay down norms, in 
view of local conditions, on extending such celebrations over one or 
several days and on repeating them during the year. (§46)  
The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference (ACBC) decided that there 
would be two Ember Days, both on the first Fridays of Autumn and 
Spring. 

             Are they worth observing? 
Absolutely. The human connection to and dependence on the earth is 
one of the most basic features of our existence. The offering of the 
“first-fruits” from the soil was an important aspect of ancient Jewish 
ritual, too (Deuteronomy 26:4-10). Unless you have grown up farming, 
most people today (at least in the West) are quite disconnected from 
the feeling of dependency on creation, especially in these days of food 
being readily available at the mere touch of our phones. Ember Days 
harken back to a more rural time. 
Observing Ember Days is a great way of acknowledging the abundance 
we often take for granted, thanking God for it, and consciously striving 
to live virtuously instead of simply as consumers. 
Pope Francis has encouraged us to take up a new asceticism, where 
we ‘replace consumption with sacrifice, greed with generosity, 
wastefulness with a spirit of sharing’ (LS §9). Observing Ember Days 
once again is a powerful way of doing that. Since they have the added 
connection to priestly ordinations, observing them and offering prayer 
and fasting for the priests and seminarians of our local dioceses is 
another good reason to take them up again.  

 

        We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s 
 

Ava Violet Begley & 
 Rocco James Begley. 

and we congratulate their parents. 
   God bless you. 

https://www.catholic.com/encyclopedia/ember-days
https://melbournecatholic.org/uploads/documents/general-norms-for-the-liturgical-year-and-the-calendar.pdf
https://melbournecatholic.org/uploads/documents/general-norms-for-the-liturgical-year-and-the-calendar.pdf
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html


 

The Lent and Easter seasons mark the holiest times of the year for us as Catholics.  
It’s essential we prepare for Lent so that Lent will be a season spent preparing for Easter.   

We invite you to meet the tenderness of God’s mercy, the power of his love, and the restoration of your heart and life as 
you practice prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.  

Collect your Lenten Bulletin to plan your Lenten journey, Project Compassion for your almsgiving, Little Book for your 
daily reflection, Station of the Cross for devotion, plus the accompanying children’s Lenten booklets  

to help teach them about their Lenten journey offering guided prayer and reflection.  

a Gold coin donation for Little Books.  

FRIDAY’S DURING LENT 
Following 8:00am Mass 

This Lenten devotion offers witness to Jesus’ Passion and Death, 
at each station we use our senses and our imagination to 

reflect prayerfully upon Jesus’ suffering, Death, and 
Resurrection, and to experience the visual images to reflect on 

Christ’s love for us.     

 LENTEN CONVERSATIONS 
“ SPIRIT & TRUTH”  

An invitation to join a reflection group for 
devotional readings, prayer and 

meditation. 
Begin your Lenten journey to be 

reconciled with God. 

MORNING LENTEN CONVERSATION  
Thursday 10:00am following 9:30am Mass  
Led by Maria or Sr Antonia join us for morning tea and 
reflection in this penitential season.  
 

MIDDAY LENTEN CONVERSATION  
Saturday 12:30pm following 12:00pm Mass 
Led by Michelle join us for a simple lunch and reflection as 
we focus on His mercy and grace to accomplish in us what we 
cannot change in ourselves. 
 

FAMILY LENTEN CONVERSATION 
Sunday 10:00am following 9:00am Mass  
Led by Alexander or Julian bring your family, pram and 
children to gather and focus on the theme of how Christ 
establishes us as family; He was with us in our past, among us 
in our present and the One who leads us on. 

 The Stations of the Cross 

EVENING CANDLELIGHT ADORATION  
Every Friday during Lent at  

St Mark’s Church from 7.00pm  
 

Join us for Candlelight Adoration Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament, Prayer, Silence Reflection, 

Benediction with the Sacrament of Penance available. 
 

7:00pm Candlelight Adoration  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  

Evening Prayer (Vespers)  
 

7:15pm Silent reflection  
with time for Sacrament of Penance available  

7:45pm Prayer of the Night 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament  

 

Then at 8:00pm join us in the Parish Centre for  
a simple shared Lenten meal. 

All Welcome. 



†Thursday 2 March - Lenten - Conversation                

Following 9:30am Mass join our ‘Spirit and Truth’ Lenten 
group with conversation, readings, prayer and reflection.  

†Friday 3 March - Lenten- Stations of the Cross              

Following St Mark’s 9:30am Mass, Stations are composed by  
St Alphonsus Liguori, a consecrated Bishop of Sant'Agata dei 
Goti in 1762. He wrote sermons, books, and encourage 
devotion to the Blessed Sacrament & the Blessed Virgin Mary.   
group with conversation, readings, prayer and reflection.  

†Friday 3 March - World Day of Prayer               

St Mark’s Parish is hosting the Prayer service at 10:00am.   

†Friday 3 March - Autumn Ember Day             

On this is a special day of prayer & Penance the Australian 
Bishops recommend practices of prayer, self-denial and 
helping others.      

†Friday 3 March - Lenten - Candlelight Adoration               

From 7:00pm at St Mark’s we journey into Lent, and move 
towards the darkness of the cross, we sit in silence, and may 
the light remind us that we are not alone, in the good and the 
bad of life, we are not alone.  

†Saturday 4 March - Lenten - Conversation               

Following our 12:00pm Mass join us for small group Lenten 
conversation, reflection and journey with others, including a 
simple Lenten lunch. 

†Sunday 5 March - Lenten - Conversation               

Following our 9:00am Mass, gather in the Parish Centre with 
your family, children, prams for "Among us: a family 
gathering for Lent" how Christ establishes us as family; He 
was with us in our past, among us in our present and the  
One who leads us on.  

†Friday 7 March - St Mark’s Primary Open Day                

Find out more about our school, register your attendance.       

Dear Parishioners, 
Trust that you had some restful and wonderful 
time with loved ones in January.  
 

With the start of 2023, the Parish Pastoral Council 
(PPC) is excited to re-launch Parish Renewal 2025.  
We are going to reconnect, engage and energise our masses, 
music, and the myriad of ministries at St. Mark’s.  
We are seeking PPC members in bringing this vibrancy to and 
with our wider parish and school community, enriching our 
shared experience with God, Christ and each other.  
All we need is enthusiasm, passion and creativity! 
 

Please contact the Parish Office to express your interest.   
Father Michael and/or myself would love to have a chat with you.    

Wishing you all a wonderful Feb of summer! 
Celine - Chair of Parish Pastoral Council 

World Day of Prayer 2023 hosted by  
St Mark’s Drummoyne  

We invite you to attend this Prayer Service held annually in 
the Inner West Community to support this year’s host 

country Taiwan. Over 250 churches in NSW gather on the 
same day to support Interfaith Prayer.  

Join us and parishioners from all Churches in the area on 
Friday 3 March 2023 at 10:00am followed by morning tea 

in the Parish Centre.  

“I HAVE HEARD ABOUT YOUR FAITH” 

 

        We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s 
 

Ava Violet Begley & 
 Rocco James Begley. 

and we congratulate their parents. 
   God bless you. 

The Sacrament of Penance  
  (Confession |Reconciliation)  

Jesus said to His Apostles in the Garden of Gethsemane, “The 
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak”  

(Matthew 26:41)  
 

How could the disciples know which sins to forgive and 
which to retain if no one would confess?  

We have the practice of the Sacramental of Penance because 
it has been handed down to us from the Apostles by the will 

of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Lent is a season of reflection on and repentance.  

The Sacrament of Penance is available Friday during 
Adoration & from 11am on Saturday’s prior to 12pm Mass 

during Lent at St Mark’s Church.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd3326H4AdzVc_DrEU65GEsX73X6b6e9sEfWhuJUBSRkRaihg/viewform


In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and 
vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:  
Patricia Ficarra, Rocchina Ciampa, Brian and Anne Johnson, 
Roslyn Chew, Pat Kenna, Joanna McGill, Giuseppina Pinto, 
Nancy Rice, Maureen Hanvey, Nora Bateman, Milly Di Blasio, 
Mary Conway, Rocco Zoccali, Wendy Madden & Patricia Ryan   
 

Remembering those who have gone before us. 
Giustina Russo and members of the Ferraro family.  
Monica Rincon de Florez, Stephen Wong, Marguerite Wong, 
Maris Isabel R. Sevilla, Fr Barnabas (Max) Brown OFM,  
Isidoro D’Urso, Cecilia Chye, Eddie Conaghan, Michael 
Conaghan, James Conaghan, Lily Conaghan & Frank Hanvey.  
 

Recently Deceased. Monica Frances Therese Fernon. 

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
 

Monday & Friday 8:00am  
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am 
Saturday 12 noon  

 

Saturday Reconciliation 11:00am - 11:55am  
 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm 

 
St Mark’s Catholic Parish  

33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     
Tel: (02) 9181 1795    

Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP   
Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    
Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Mrs Melissa Lentini 

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your 
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on 

the pew for others to pick up.  

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

Tomorrow will be a new day.  
When God sends the dawn,  

He sends it for all.  
Miguel de Cervantes 1547 

FIRST COLLECTION SECOND COLLECTION 

Money collected from the 
first collection supports 

Money collected from the 
second collection supports  

†Priest’s monthly stipends 

†Priest’s household cost’s,  food, 

utilities, cleaner etc. 

†A small percentage is to cover 

the expenses of the Archbishop 
especially in caring for the elderly 
priests.  

†Any surplus from this 

collection is placed in a fund to 
ensure all ministers in a 
financially struggling community 
is assured equal care.  

† Pastoral Care of the 

community and all in need. 

† Parish running costs, 

administration, utilities, 
 insurance (average $40,000 pa) , 
maintenance and upkeep of the 
Church, Presbytery and Parish 
centre. 

† Parish salaries. 

† Priest car expenses. 

† Shortfall in our CWF 

donations. 

† Servicing the Parish loans. 

Remember to tick the tax deduction box when completing this card. 
Deductions are calculated by the Archdiocese.  

St Mark’s Planned Giving  
Monthly direct debit and weekly envelopes receive a tax 

deduction if the above boxed is ticked.  
Tap and Pray, online donations do not receive a tax deduction. 
Completed Green cards can be placed in baskets or the mailbox 

outside Parish office. Thank you for your generosity.  

Monica Fernon with her family grew up as a parishioner of St Mark’s 
Parish, Drummoyne. Throughout her life she served her parish 
community, parish priests and her faith in a quiet way, with a 
charismatic smile and kind word. She read at Sunday Mass as a 
Minister of the Word, lead many parish ministries, worked for the 
poor with Vinnies and Youth of the Streets, was a member of the 
Parish Pastoral Council and the Parish Finance Committee and 
recently led the Parish Plenary discussions for the Parish submission. 
 

Monica had many interests including working with the Genesian 
Theatre Company. Amongst many roles her passion as a director, she 
directed play’s including “A Murder Has Been Arranged” by Emlyn 
Williams for the September 1993 season.  
 

Monica let every action be something beautiful for God. May she now 
enjoy the fullness of life with the God she served faithfully.  

For the repose of the soul of Monica Frances Therese Fernon RIP 

COLLECTIONS:   
The passing around of the collection bowls has been reinstated 
after the pandemic to ensure the Parish continues to meet our 
financial obligations.  
1st Collection - following the Homily  
2nd Collection - following the Prayers of the Faithful.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


Available in the Church foyer   

 

 $2 

Gospel Reflection: Sin and temptation are the dominant themes of the readings for this first week of Lent. Indeed, they are regular 
themes in the season of Lent. However, the scripture passages throughout this season allow us the opportunity to think again about 
these themes and perhaps reconsider some traditional understandings of them.  

Today’s first reading and gospel give us two different takes on the notion of temptation. In the passage from Genesis, humanity is 
tempted to ignore the will of God and, when they succumb, they lose their innocence and become embarrassed by their nakedness. 
The temptation they are offered is to believe themselves above and beyond the will of God; to believe that they can judge as well as 
God; and to rise to an equal level of power and authority with God. Their action breaks the trusting, loving relationship between 
themselves and God. In the Gospel, Jesus too is confronted with similar temptations. Ultimately, the temptation that faces Jesus relates 
to his purpose and ministry – will he trust to God’s vision of the suffering servant who will bring about a change of heart in the peo-
ple, or will he be the sort of Messiah that the people hoped for: a triumphant, glorious victor over all who stood in his way. He is 
tempted to break his self-imposed fasting, to test God’s promise of nurture and security, and to seek glory and personal power. 
Whilst Adam and Eve surrender to temptation, Jesus holds fast to God’s vision. 

The second reading from Paul ties the Genesis and Gospel readings together and injects the notion of sin into the equation. However, 
Paul make it perfectly clear that the sin of Adam, though carrying great ramifications, pales in comparison to the extraordinary 
abundance of God’s love that is expressed through Jesus Christ. 

Scriptural context – Trusting God: The testing and temptation of Jesus echoes the plight of the people of Israel as they wandered in 
the desert for forty years. They relied on God to provide them with food and protection and ultimately lead them into the land that 
was promised to them. They had to trust that God would deliver these things in God’s own time and way. Jesus is tempted to ignore 
God’s time and ways by seizing for himself food, protection and ownership of the land. The temptations of Jesus and the people of 
Israel are all about trusting God. 
 

Historical Context – Sin: The Greek word translated as ‘sin’ in the New Testament literally means ‘miss the mark’. Its origin may lie in 
archery where the object was always to hit the mark; to miss the mark was to not achieve at one’s best. Jesus set about trying to rede-
fine the Jewish notion of sin from being a transgression against God that deserves punishment to the more compassionate idea that 
sin is a wandering off course that can be rectified – a missing of the mark. When he encountered someone who was missing the 
mark, Jesus called them back into right relationship. 

Have you thought? – An invitation: Lent is a season of invitation. It is an invitation to step into the desert with Jesus; to confront our 
own purpose and ministry and to renew our trust in God’s vision for the world and for us individually. Seen in this light, Lent is so 
much more than fasting from meat and giving up ice cream for a few weeks. The whole idea of fasting and sacrifice is an attempt to 
simplify our lives. Through simplifying our life and removing some of the daily distractions, we can share in the desert experience of 
Jesus and then truly celebrate the hope reborn in the Easter season. 
 

Questions? 
Q. What might it mean that Jesus was ‘led by the Spirit out into the wilderness’? 
Q. Why might this gospel reading have been chosen for the Lenten season?     
Q. How do the actions of Jesus balance or counter the actions of Adam and Eve?   
Q. What temptations do you face and how do you try to address them?     
 © Greg Sunter  

Register by 30 Nov  

 CATECHISTS PILGRIMAGE Join Fr Michael McLean who will be 
the chaplain on this pilgrimage from  

24 September to 11 October 2023 

Brochures are available from the Church foyer 

For more information or to book 
contact Rome Pilgrimages on  

1800 753 959  

* Bumper Year: Seventeen enter Sydneys ’  Seminary.  

* Misunderstanding the rise of the Nones.  

* The false God of Gluttony.  

* Welcome to Australia. New pathway for refugees.   

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/
https://divinerenovation.org/events/


 
 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone you 
know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.  Website: Archdiocese of  Sydney  Safeguarding  and Child Protection   

 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd3326H4AdzVc_DrEU65GEsX73X6b6e9sEfWhuJUBSRkRaihg/viewform

