
The Lent and Easter seasons mark the holiest times of the year for us as Catholics.  
It’s essential we prepare for Lent so that Lent will be a season spent preparing for Easter.   

We invite you to meet the tenderness of God’s mercy, the power of his love, and the restoration of your heart and life as 
you practice prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.  

Collect your Lenten Bulletin to plan your Lenten journey, Project Compassion for your almsgiving, Little Book for your 
daily reflection, Station of the Cross for devotion, plus the accompanying children’s Lenten booklets  

to help teach them about their Lenten journey offering guided prayer and reflection.  

 

LEADING ON FROM THE CHALLENGES  
Jesus placed before us in the Beatitudes on 
Sunday a few weeks ago Jesus ratchets up his 
challenge of the Christian life with very high 
expectations. At first look they seem almost 
impossible and call for superhuman strength. 
Jesus is calling for a heart that is turned 
towards God in a radical way. He is calling for a 
heart like God full of mercy and compassion. 
 

On Ash Wednesday we will receive the blessed Ashes on our 
forehead to mark the beginning of the season of Lent. This is a 
call to repentance and a reordering of our lives according to 
God’s priorities. A time of Praying, fasting and giving to those in 
need. This season is about coming to a deeper and more loving 
relationship with God and others. I encourage you to take up 
the opportunities provided by the Parish to renew your and your 
family’s faith and religious practice. The Church is open for 
personal prayer and devotions like Stations of the Cross, 
meditation and quiet time. 
 

When we are at peace with God all the other areas of our life 
seem to fall into place in the right order. This sometimes takes 
time. To have hearts that love and that do not grow hard is truly 
a gift from the Lord. To leave room for mercy and forgiveness 
leaves room for us to grow to be more like God in aiming for 
completeness and wholeness in our spiritual lives. God 
understands the messiness of our human condition and is 
always open to those who turn to him in prayer. Holiness has 
many forms as we see in the lives of the saints – those in heaven 
and those in our lives.                   Fr Michael McLean,  Parish Priest 

Seventh Sunday in  
Ordinary Time  - 19 February 2023 -    

“Love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you.” 

   Matthew 5:44 

a Gold coin donation for Little Books.  

 ASH WEDNESDAY AT ST MARK’S CHURCH   
7:30am Mass with Distribution of Ashes  
Morning Prayer of the Church 15 minutes prior to Mass. 

9:30am Mass with Distribution of Ashes  
St Mark’s Primary School Years 3 - 6 attending 
7:30pm Mass with Distribution of Ashes  

FAMILY PRAYER   
For one another, we are love and trial,  

strength and trouble.  
Even when far apart, we belong to one another and, in 
various ways, we remember and pray for one another.  

 

We join now to give thanks to our God and to ask God’s 
blessing on our families those who are present  

and those who are not here. 
 

We bless your name, O Lord for sending your own incarnate 
Son to become part of a family,  

so that, as he lived its life, he would experience  
its worries and its joys.  

 

We ask you, Lord, to protect and watch over this kindergarten 
family, so that in the strength of your grace  

its members may enjoy prosperity,  
possess the priceless gift of your peace,  
and, has the Church alive in your home,  

and bear witness in this world of your glory.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord 

Amen   

Quinquagesima Sunday 



 

 
 

Gospel                            Matthew 5..38– 48 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.       
On the mountain, Jesus continued to teach his disciples.  
“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a 
tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. 
But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other 
also; and if anyone wants to sue you and take your coat, give 
your cloak as well; and if anyone forces you to go one mile, 
go also the second mile. Give to everyone who begs from 
you, and do not refuse anyone who wants to  
borrow from you. 
 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your  
neighbour and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you 
may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his 
sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the 
righteous and on the unrighteous. 
 

“For if you love those who love you, what reward do you 
have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if 
you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you 
doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 
Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”  

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Entrance Antiphon                        Ps 12:6 

(All) O Lord, I trust in your merciful love. My heart will rejoice 
in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord who has been 
bountiful with me. 

The Gloria 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to  
people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away 
the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you take away the 
sins of the world, receive our prayer; you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. For you alone 
are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the 
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of 
God the Father.  
Amen.              
 
 

First Reading                        Leviticus 19.1-2, 17-18  

A reading from the book of Leviticus. 
You shall love your neighbour as yourself.         
The Lord spoke to Moses: 
“Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel 
and say to them: 
‘You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy. 
You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; 
you shall reprove your neighbour, 
or you will incur guilt yourself. 
You shall not take vengeance 
or bear a grudge against any of your people, 
but you shall love your neighbour as yourself: 
I am the Lord.’”  

 

Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 103.1-2,3-4,8+10,12-13 (R.8)   

(R.) The Lord is kind and merciful.         
 

1. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless 
his holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and do not forget 
all his benefits.  (R.) 
 

2. It is the Lord who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all 
your diseases, who redeems your life from the Pit, who 
crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. (R.) 
 

3. The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love. He does not deal with us 
according to our sins, nor repay us according to our 
iniquities. (R.) 
 

4. As far as the east is from the west, so far he removes our 
transgressions from us. As a father has compassion for his 
children, so the Lord has compassion for those who fear 
him. (R.) 

Gospel Acclamation                    See 1 John 2.5 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Whoever keeps the word of Christ, grows perfect in the love 
of God.   
Alleluia. 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana. 
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal 

© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

Second Reading                         1 Corinthians 3.16-23 

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians. 
All things belong to you, and you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God.                  
Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s 
Spirit dwells in you? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God 
will destroy that person. For God’s temple is holy, and you 
are that temple. 
 

Do not deceive yourselves. If you think that you are wise in 
this age, you should become fools so that you may become 
wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. 
For it is written, “He catches the wise in their craftiness,” and 
again, “The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they 
are futile.” 
 

So let no one boast about human leaders. For all things are 
yours — whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas, or the world or 
life or death, or the present or the future — all belong to you, 
and you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God.  

A HAIL MARY FOR POPE FRANCIS  
A special prayer initiative for the 10th 

anniversary of Pope Francis' pontificate 
In exactly a month from now, on March 
13, Pope Francis will be celebrating ten 

years of his pontificate. 
To highlight this milestone anniversary 
in a “viral” manner, the Digital Synod 

has launched a online prayer 
map featuring virtual lighted candles 

representing the prayers of the faithful 
worldwide for him.  

  

Anyone who wishes to join the initiative 
will find an invitation on the website to 

pray one or more Hail Marys. "In the 
end we will send the Holy Father the 

map with the 'little candles' which 
represent the Hail Marys that are 

prayed for him, thanking God for His 
Mercy, " the press release concludes.  

© Vatican News 

https://www.decimus-annus.org/site/index
https://www.decimus-annus.org/site/index


 

Prayers of the Faithful  
Leader: Let us turn to God for mercy, and pray that our 
ways may be God’s ways, our thoughts God’s thoughts.        
 

Reader: Let us pray for world leaders and lawmakers, that 
they may responsibly enact and administer laws that  
enhance freedom and guard against oppression. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for all who work for peace, that their 
labours may bear fruit. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for our faith community, that we may 
learn to bear one another’s burdens, and forgive those who 
offend us. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for the sick of our parish and for all who 
have asked for our prayers.  (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Reader: Let us pray for all who have died, that they will rest 
in the peace of Christ and rise with him in glory.  (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

Leader: Gracious God, hear our prayers; remove from our 
hearts whatever may prevent us from trusting in you.    
We ask this through Christ our Lord.    
All: Amen. 
 

Communion Antiphon                     Ps 9:2-3 

(All) I will recount all your wonders, I will rejoice in you and 
be glad, and sing psalms to your name, O Most High. 

          Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time   
Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and life everlasting.  Amen 

The Sacrament of Penance ( Confession | Reconciliation)  
is available following 9:30am Mass on Shrove Tuesday 

Join us at St Mark’s Lenten Conversation Groups,  
Friday Stations and Candlelight Adoration. 

 
Prepare - Prayer - Fasting - Almsgiving 



 

 

 

To the world, hope seems in short supply.  
But inside our churches, we know otherwise: Hope is abundant, 
because Jesus is with us. The trouble is (and this is hard to hear), 
many parishes are aging and congregations are shrinking.  
Support is required to reverse the decline of embracing mission. 
Together, through the power of the Holy Spirit, we can  bring life 
back to parishes and people to Jesus.  

Last weekend over three (very hot) days Fr Michael with fellow parishioners, attended the Divine Renovation 
Conference with over 800 Bishops, Priests, Deacons and lay persons from Canada, New Zealand, Australia, 
and other parts of the world, held for the first time in Australia. 
  

Fr Michael is committed to Parish Renewal and new ways to pursue the Parish mission of inspiring, connecting 
and equipping Parish 2025 and Parish Pastoral Council teams to commit to the importance of renewal in our 
Church with the best practices to move from Maintenance to Mission in these challenging times.  
 

Like our Saviour, Jesus Christ we are called to live our lives for others in our communities as we become the 
conduit for the power of the Holy Spirit. Stay tuned on how your gifts can assist us in building our Parish, as 
over the coming months, we prepare to connect you all in new and existing ways with the Parish and draw out 
the best in each other. 

The Sydney Alliance NSW Election Assembly - 28 February 

Dear Friends,  The Sydney Alliance is inviting you to register for the 2023 
Sydney Alliance Election Assembly. The evening will include a well 
known Alliance roll call of organisations, testimonies, putting the case, 
and asking politicians of all parties to make commitments to act on the 
Alliance agenda: Cost-of-living, climate change, affordable and 
renewable energy, affordable and social housing, and fair renting 
reforms (including removing no-grounds eviction and climate-proofing 
rental properties). 
Confirmed attendance: 
NSW Treasurer Matt Kean (LIB) 
Shadow Treasurer Daniel Mookhey (ALP) & more representatives. 
Venue: Morely Centre, 2 Darcy Road, Westmead Time: from 5:30pm  
 

Click to Register:  or for further information, contact Dr Michael Walker from 
the Justice and Peace Office. e: Michael.Walker@sydneycatholic.org   

https://events.humanitix.com/sydney-alliance-nsw-election-assembly-february-28


 

†Pray in the month February - Praying with Pope Francis 

           Intention for evangelisation - for parishes.                
We pray that parishes, placing communion centre, may 
increasingly become communities of faith, fraternity and 
welcome towards those most in need.  

†Tuesday 21 February - Shrove ‘Pancake’ Tuesday             

The day before Ash Wednesday observed by many Christians 
through participating in confession and absolution, as well as 
eating pancakes.   

†Wednesday 22 February - Ash Wednesday             

The Wednesday after Quinquagesima Sunday, which is the 
first day of the Lenten fast.    

†Thursday 23 February - Lenten - Conversation                

Following 9:30am Mass join our ‘Spirit and Truth’ Lenten 
group with conversation, readings, prayer and reflection.  

†Friday 24 February - Catholic Women’s League Meeting            

 
 
 
 
 

St Mark’s Catholic Women’s League will be holding it’s 
opening meeting for the year at 1:00pm upstairs in the Parish 
Centre after a casual lunch together commencing at 
11:30am. BYO Lunch. Visitors are most welcome.  

†Friday 24 February - Lenten- Stations of the Cross              

Following St Mark’s 9:30am Mass, Stations are composed by  
St Alphonsus Liguori, a consecrated Bishop of Sant'Agata dei 
Goti in 1762. He wrote sermons, books, and encourage 
devotion to the Blessed Sacrament & the Blessed Virgin Mary.   

†Friday 24 February - Lenten - Candlelight Adoration               

From 7:00pm at St Mark’s we journey into Lent, and move 
towards the darkness of the cross, we sit in silence, and may 
the light remind us that we are not alone, in the good and the 
bad of life, we are not alone.  

†Saturday 25 February - Lenten - Conversation               

Following our 12:00pm Mass join us for small group Lenten 
conversation, reflection and journey with others, including a 
simple Lenten lunch. 

†Sat|Sun25 & 26 February -  Lenten  - Almsgiving            

Project Compassion, supporting Caritas Australia support 
communities around the world. Reminding us that the good 
that we do today will extend and impact the lives of 
generations to come.  

†Saturday 25 February - Lenten - Conversation               

Following our 9:00am Mass, gather in the Parish Centre with 
your family, children, prams for "Among us: a family 
gathering for Lent" how Christ establishes us as family; He 
was with us in our past, among us in our present and the  
One who leads us on.  

†Friday 3 March - World Day of Prayer               

St Mark’s Parish is hosting the Prayer service at 10:00am.      

†Friday 3 March - Autumn Ember Day             

On this is a special day of prayer & Penance the Australian 
Bishops recommend practices of prayer, self-denial and 
helping others.      

†Friday 7 March - St Mark’s Primary Open Day                

Find out more about our school, register your attendance.       

Dear Parishioners, 
Trust that you had some restful and wonderful 
time with loved ones in January.  
 

With the start of 2023, the Parish Pastoral Council 
(PPC) is excited to re-launch Parish Renewal 2025.  
We are going to reconnect, engage and energise our masses, 
music, and the myriad of ministries at St. Mark’s.  
We are seeking PPC members in bringing this vibrancy to and 
with our wider parish and school community, enriching our 
shared experience with God, Christ and each other.  
All we need is enthusiasm, passion and creativity! 
 

Please contact the Parish Office to express your interest.   
Father Michael and/or myself would love to have a chat with 
you.    Wishing you all a wonderful Feb of summer! 
Celine - Chair of Parish Pastoral Council 

World Day of Prayer 2023 hosted by  
St Mark’s Drummoyne  

We invite you to attend this Prayer Service held annually in 
the Inner West Community to support this year’s host 

country Taiwan. Over 250 churches in NSW gather on the 
same day to support Interfaith Prayer.  

Join us and parishioners from all Churches in the area on 
Friday 3 March 2023 at 10:00am followed by morning tea 

in the Parish Centre.  

“I HAVE HEARD ABOUT YOUR FAITH” 

As Lent approaches… 
As the beginning of Lent grows near, many Catholics find 

themselves ruminating... 
What to give up? 

What to add to in my prayer time? 
What to do to give alms in a unique way? 
What does God want from me this year? 

 

"I breathe deeply and ponder, "O Lord, where are the answers 
to the question that my soul actually wants to utter: Where is 

deeper union with You?" 
 

I know in my heart of hearts the answer lies in one place 
alone: the heart of God. He holds the key to my 

questioning, He knows the longings of my heart, He is calling 
me into something beautiful and new and quiet and hidden." 

- Jenna Guizar, Founder of Blessed Is She   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd3326H4AdzVc_DrEU65GEsX73X6b6e9sEfWhuJUBSRkRaihg/viewform
https://www.catholicwomensnetwork.org/
https://www.catholicwomensnetwork.org/


In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and 
vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:  
Patricia Ficarra, Rocchina Ciampa, Brian and Anne Johnson, 
Heather Burbidge, Roslyn Chew, Pat Kenna, Joanna McGill, 
Giuseppina Pinto, Nancy Rice, Maureen Hanvey,  
Nora Bateman, Milly Di Blasio, Mary Conway, Rocco Zoccali,  
Lina Giannandrea, Wendy Madden and Patricia Ryan.   
 

Remembering those who have gone before us. 
Monica Rincon de Florez, Stephen Wong, Marguerite Wong, 
Maris Isabel R. Sevilla, Fr Barnabas (Max) Brown OFM,  
Isidoro D’Urso, Cecilia Chye, Eddie Conaghan, Michael 
Conaghan, James Conaghan, Lily Conaghan & Frank Hanvey.  
 

Recently Deceased. Anne Nicholson, Laurie Margaret Waters,  

Ida Tripodi and Norma Cornford. 

   St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
 

Monday & Friday 8:00am  
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am 
 

Saturday 12 noon  
Saturday Reconciliation 11:30am - 11:55am  

 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm  

 

 Scan the QR code to donate to support the  
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

 
St Mark’s Catholic Parish  

33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     
Tel: (02) 9181 1795    

Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP   
Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    
Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Mrs Melissa Lentini 

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your 
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on 

the pew for others to pick up.  

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

 

        We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s 
 

Aloysius Harrison &  
 Lachlan Walter Francis Oakes. 

and we congratulate their parents. 
   God bless you. 

Tomorrow will be a new day.  
When God sends the dawn,  

He sends it for all.  
Miguel de Cervantes 1547 

St. Mark’s Parish. 
United in Baptism, Nourished by the Eucharist,  

Guided by the Holy Spirit,  
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 

Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 
Reaching Out to Those in Need,  

Journeying Together,  
Growing in Faith. FIRST COLLECTION SECOND COLLECTION 

Money collected from the 
first collection supports 

Money collected from the 
second collection supports  

†Priest’s monthly stipends 

†Priest’s household cost’s,  food, 

utilities, cleaner etc. 

†A small percentage is to cover 

the expenses of the Archbishop 
especially in caring for the elderly 
priests.  

†Any surplus from this 

collection is placed in a fund to 
ensure all ministers in a 
financially struggling community 
is assured equal care.  

† Pastoral Care of the 

community and all in need. 

† Parish running costs, 

administration, utilities, 
 insurance (average $40,000 pa) , 
maintenance and upkeep of the 
Church, Presbytery and Parish 
centre. 

† Parish salaries. 

† Priest car expenses. 

† Shortfall in our CWF 

donations. 

† Servicing the parish loans. 

Remember to tick the tax deduction box when completing this 
card. Deductions are calculated by the Archdiocese.  

St Mark’s Planned Giving  
Monthly direct debit and weekly envelopes receive a tax 

deduction if the above boxed is ticked.  
Tap and Pray and online donations do not receive a tax 

deduction. 
Completed Green cards can be placed in baskets or the 

mailbox outside Parish office.  
Thank you for your generosity.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


Available in the Church foyer   

 

 $2 

Gospel Reflection: The first part of today’s gospel passage is perhaps one of the most misunderstood of Jesus’ teachings. The notion of 
turning the other cheek usually brings up notions of non-violence, submission, or even sometimes a victim mentality. It seems an odd 
teaching to tell someone who is being hit to simply stand there and present the other cheek to also be hit. It’s odd because we  
generally fail to understand the cultural context that is the setting for this teaching.  

In the first century, a master would discipline a slave or servant by striking them with the back of his hand. Assuming the master is 
right handed, a back-handed strike would be delivered to the right cheek of the person he faced. If the servant were to then present 
his left cheek to the master, it becomes impossible for the master to strike with the back of his hand and forces him into using an 
open-hand slap or a closed-fist punch to the left cheek. Not much of an improvement, you might think. However, servants were  
disciplined with the back of the hand and only equals fought in such a way that would deliver blows to the left side.  

What Jesus is saying to those who are oppressed is to offer no resistance but at the same time stand up for yourself and make your 
oppressor recognise you and treat you as an equal, not an inferior. It is extremely dangerous advice! Its aim is to shame the  
oppressor.  

The other two examples, surrendering your cloak when sued for your tunic and walking two miles when required to walk one are 
also examples of seeking to shame the one who would use their power and strength against you. That’s not being a submissive wimp; 
that’s staring the bully in the eye! 

Historical Context – Walk two miles: Roman soldiers were allowed by their own military laws to require any person to carry the  
soldier’s pack along the road from one milestone marker to another. That is, they could order a man to walk one mile with their 
pack. If they made someone carry their pack for more than one mile, the soldier himself was subject to discipline and punishment. 
Jesus says, ‘If anyone orders you to go one mile, go two miles with him.’ Like turning the other cheek, it is turning the tables on the 
one who would oppress you and bringing shame upon them. 
 
Historical Context – Let him have your cloak as well: This one is a little stranger to our modern cultural norms. In Jesus’ time, it was 
not shameful or embarrassing for a person to be naked but it was shameful for the person who caused them to be naked. By law, if 
you were unable to repay a debt, the person to whom you owed money could literally take your clothes as payment of the debt. What 
Jesus says is, if someone demands your tunic as payment of a debt, give them everything you’re wearing to shame them for making 
you naked to collect their debt. 

Living the Gospel – Love your enemy: Jesus tells us that it’s easy to love those who love us – anyone can do that. The test of Christian 
love is to love those who seem unlovable or even seek to make themselves appear unlovable. It’s easy to stop saying hello to the  
person who never returns your greeting. It’s easy to avoid the person whose disability makes you uncomfortable. It’s easy to hate the 
person who’s nasty to you. But Jesus says that it’s these people who we must love. If we are only polite, pleasant and hospitable to our 
friends then we are failing to follow the footsteps of Jesus. 
 

Questions? 
Q. Before reading today’s reflection, how would you have explained ‘turn the other cheek’?  
Q. How has your understanding of this teaching changed?     
Q. What aspects of today’s gospel do you find most confronting/challenging?  
Q. What do you think may have happened to a person who acted on Jesus’ teaching at the time?    
 © Greg Sunter  

Register by 30 Nov  

 CATECHISTS PILGRIMAGE Join Fr Michael McLean who will be 
the chaplain on this pilgrimage from  

24 September to 11 October 2023 

Brochures are available from the Church foyer 

For more information or to book 
contact Rome Pilgrimages on  

1800 753 959  

* Religious Education changes. Faiths confront Attorney General.  

* Renovation that ’s Divine. Sydney conference a big success.  

* Archbishop Fisher OP Homily: Education for Life.  

* Love overcomes time. Remarkable nursing home experiment.   

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/
https://divinerenovation.org/events/


 
 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone you 
know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.  Website: Archdiocese of  Sydney  Safeguarding  and Child Protection   

 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd3326H4AdzVc_DrEU65GEsX73X6b6e9sEfWhuJUBSRkRaihg/viewform

