
 

WE SPEAK GOD’S WISDOM!  
The readings of today speak about a heart which is turned 
towards God. Jesus has come to fulfill the Law and the 
Prophets and the context of the Gospel is the attitude of 
the Scribes and Pharisees and what pleases God. Jesus is 
incensed by the attitude and teaching current at that time 
and calls his followers to a more radical relationship with 
God and other people. 
 

Jesus calls us to have hearts and lives that are pleasing to 
God. Jesus calls us to a righteousness – a way of living- that 
does not go to our base human nature but surpasses it in 
love, mercy and compassion. Jesus calls us to rise above 
anger and resentment, to have respect for the lives of all 
and to be truthful and honest, to be true to our word, to be 
respectful and sincere in our relationships and sets the bar 
higher for his followers. 
 

The season of Lent is fast approaching which gives us the 
opportunity to truly renew our Christian lives at a basic 
level, our spirituality, our prayer life and our Christian living. 
Let us take every opportunity personally and as a 
community to grow and develop during this time of prayer 
and penance. That we might be truly converted and live. 

 
    Yours, in the Lord Jesus, 
    Fr Michael McLean,   
    Parish Priest 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

- 12 February 2023 -    

A MOMENT OF THOUGHT, CONCERN &  PRAYER 
for those affected by the 

EARTHQUAKES IN SYRIA AND TURKEY 
We come together in the presence of God to express our 

thoughts, concerns and pray also for those who are suffering 
so terribly as a result of this developing disaster.  

 

We come with sorrow and sympathy for those who are going 
through bereavement, homelessness, injury and fear.  

 

We come with confusion, not understanding how such things 
can happen in our world.  

 

We come with concern, wanting people in desperate need to 
receive vital help as soon as possible. 

 

We recall how Jesus said:   
“COME TO ME, ALL YOU WHO ARE WEARY AND BURDENED, 

AND I WILL GIVE YOU REST.” 

We come with our individual, but common Thoughts, our 
Concerns;  or in Prayer, with our fears and questions, seeking 

solidarity with all who are suffering at this time, and asking for 
God’s help.  

 

Let us pause in A MOMENT OF SILENCE, offering our Thoughts, 
our Concerns – and perhaps our Prayer to God: - remembering 

those who have perished in the recent earthquakes and 
associated disaster. 

© A Reflection by Fr Graeme Malone  

SUPPORT SYRIA AND TURKEY NOW! 
Clean Water | Medication & Health Services | Emergency Shelter 
Caritas Australia is working with Caritas Syria, 
Caritas Turkey and other agencies on the ground.  
Your support is needed now. Caritas.org.au 

 KINDERGARTEN  
FAMILY MASS 

We welcome all our new families 
to Kindergarten Family Mass  

Sunday 9:00am  
19 February 2023  

 

Followed by morning tea in the 
Parish gardens. 

https://www.caritas.org.au/
https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/turkey-and-syria-earthquake/


 

 
 

Gospel       Matthew 5.17, 20-24,27-28,33-34,37++ (shorter version) 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
You have heard what was said to those of ancient times; but I say to you...       
On the mountain, Jesus gathered his disciples around him 
and he taught them, saying: “Do not think that I have come to 
abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish 
but to fulfill. 
 

“For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 
scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 
 

“You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, 
‘You shall not murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be liable 
to judgment.’ But I say to you that if you are with a brother or 
sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a  
brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you 
say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to the hell of fire. 
 

“So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you  
remember that your brother or sister has something against 
you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be  
reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer 
your gift. 
 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit  
adultery.’ But I say to you that everyone who looks at a  
woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in 
his heart. 
 

“Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient 
times, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but carry out the vows you 
have made to the Lord.’ But I say to you: Do not swear at all, 
either by heaven, for it is the throne of God. 
 

“Let your word be ‘Yes,’ if ‘Yes,’ or ‘No,’ if ‘No’; anything more 
than this comes from the evil one.”  

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Entrance Antiphon                      Cf. Ps 30:3-4

(All) Be my protector, O God, a mighty stronghold to save 
me. For you are my rock, my stronghold! Lead me, guide 
me, for the sake of your name. 

The Gloria 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to  
people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away 
the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you take away the 
sins of the world, receive our prayer; you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. For you alone 
are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the 
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of 
God the Father.  
Amen.              
 
 

First Reading                              Sirach 15.15-20 

A reading from the book of Sirach 
The Lord has not commanded anyone to be wicked.         
If you choose, you can keep the commandments, and to act 
faithfully is a matter of your own choice. 
 

The Lord has placed before you fire and water; stretch out 
your hand for whichever you choose. Before each person 
are life and death, and whichever we choose, that will be 
given. 
 

For great is the wisdom of the Lord; he is mighty in power 
and sees everything; his eyes are on those who fear him, 
and he knows every human action. He has not commanded 
anyone to be wicked, and he has not given anyone 
permission to sin.  
 
 

Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 119,1-2,4-5,17-18,33-24 (R.1)   

(R.) Happy are those who follow the law of the Lord!         
 

1. Happy are those whose way is blameless, who walk in the 
law of the Lord. Happy are those who keep his decrees, who 
seek him with their whole heart. (R.) 
 

2. You have commanded your precepts to be kept diligently. 
O that my ways may be steadfast in keeping your statutes! 
(R.) 
 

3. Deal bountifully with your servant, so that I may live and 
observe your word. Open my eyes, so that I may behold 
wondrous things out of your law. (R.) 
 

4. Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, and I will 
observe it to the end. Give me understanding, that I may 
keep your law and observe it with my whole heart. (R.) 

Gospel Acclamation                    See Matthew 11.25 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessed are your father, Lord of heaven and earth; you 
have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom.   
Alleluia. 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana. 
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal 

© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

Second Reading                           1 Corinthians 2.6-10 

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians. 
We speak God’s wisdom, which God decreed before the ages for our glory.                     
My brothers and sisters among the mature we do speak 
wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers 
of this age, who are doomed to perish. But we speak God’s 
wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before the 
ages for our glory. None of the rulers of this age understood 
this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of 
glory. 
 

As it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the 
human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those 
who love him.” These things God has revealed to us through 
the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths 
of God.  



    

Prayers of the Faithful  
Leader: Gathered as a community of faith to celebrate 
God’s unfailing love and mercy, let us now turn to him in 
prayer.       
 

Reader: Let us pray for the Church, that we may be  
examples of true witness to Christ’s compassion for all. 
(pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for all those who are suffering the loss 
of their families, homes and work-places through natural 
disasters, that the world community will co-operate to bring 
them speedy relief. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for all educators, that their labours will 
be blessed as they offer their gifts of knowledge, insight and 
wisdom to their students. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for all who are sick or in pain or are 
facing any kind of difficulty, that God may lift them up and 
grant them strength, hope and healing. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Reader: Let us pray for all who have died, that they will rest 
in the peace of Christ and rise with him in glory. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

Leader: God our Father, we ask you to hear the prayers we 
bring to you. Help us to acknowledge your loving mercy and 
to serve you with grateful hearts.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord.    
All: Amen. 
 

Communion Antiphon                  Cf. Ps 77:29-30

(All) They ate and had their fill, and what they craved the 
Lord gave them; they were not disappointed in what they 
craved. 

          Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time   
Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and life everlasting.   
Amen 

 
Palms are required to burn for   

Ash Wednesday ashes.  
Returned old palms and place them in 

the basket provided in the Church foyer. 
Thank you  

Lent  
begins on  

Ash Wednesday 22 February. 
  

Next week collect your  
* Lenten Bulletin  

* Project Compassion boxes  
* Little Black Books  

to  
help plan your Lenten journey  

with  
Penance, Prayer, Reflection,  

and Readings. 
 
 

 Get inspired!  
Don't just observe Lent,  

live it!  

 

On a good day enjoy good things,  
and on a bad day consider:  

God has made both the one and the other,  
so that we cannot find fault with him in anything.  

Ecclesiastes 7:14  



 

 MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS 
XXXI WORLD DAY OF THE SICK  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Take care of him” 
Compassion as a synodal exercise of healing  

Let us turn our thoughts to the Shrine of 
Lourdes, a prophetic lesson entrusted to the 
Church for our modern times. It is not only 

what functions well or those who are 
productive that matter. Sick people, in fact, are 
at the centre of God’s people, and the Church 

advances together with them as a sign of a 
humanity in which everyone is precious and no 

one should be discarded or left behind. 
To the intercession of Mary, Health of the Sick, 
I entrust all of you who are ill; you who care 
for them in your families, or through your 

work, research and volunteer service; and those 
of you who are committed to weaving personal, 

ecclesial, and civic bonds of fraternity.  
To all, I impart my heartfelt blessing.  

Read Pope’s message in Full 

  

                                                   1 Corinthians 13:1-13 ESV 
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels,  

but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  
And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries 

and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove 
mountains, but have not love,  

I am nothing.  
 

If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be 
burned, but have not love,  

I gain nothing.  
Love is patient and kind;  

love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude.  
It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or 

resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing,  
but rejoices with the truth.  

Love bears all things,  
believes all things,  

hopes all things, endures all things.  
Love never ends.  

As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues,  
they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away.  

For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when the 
perfect comes, the partial will pass away.  

When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a 
child, I reasoned like a child.  

 

When I became a man, I gave up childish ways.  
For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face.  

Now I know in part; then I shall know fully,  
even as I have been fully known.  

 

    So now faith, hope, and love abide,  
these three; but the greatest of these is love.  

Happy Valentine’s Day 

 
The day will include prayer, conversations with seminarians and 
priests, talks with information about the studies required of men 

training for the priesthood and a guided tour around the Seminary. 
Brunch will be provided. For more information, contact us at the 

Vocation Centre on 02 9307 8424.  
Online Register:  https:forms.glerhYT6ZupMj47RL7G7               

Please RSVP by Wednesday 15 February 2023.  
Every enquirer’s details are kept confidential.  

Sunday 19 February 
Seminary of the Good Shepherd 
52-58 Abbotsford Rd, Homebush  

The Federation of Catholic Bishops Conferences  
of Oceania is the regional grouping that 
comprises the Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference, the New Zealand Catholic Bishops 
Conference, the Catholic Bishops Conference of 
Papua New Guinea and Solomon Islands and the 
Episcopal Conference of the Pacific (CEPAC) -  
which includes Cook Islands, Fiji, French 
Polynesia, Guam, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, 
Micronesia, New Caledonia, Northern Mariana 
Islands, Samoa, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu and 
Wallis and Futuna. The bishops of the four 
conferences gather every four years for an 
assembly. The assembly was held last week in Fiji.  

The bishops of Oceania were challenged to take up 
the path of synodality and be prepared to confront 
a “silent earthquake” in the Church on the third 
day of their quadrennial assembly in Fiji. 
Source: ACBC Media Blog. 
Synodality and formation for mission are two of 
the three major themes for the Federation of 
Catholic Bishops Conferences of Oceania 
assembly, along with the effects of a changing 
climate on the oceans. 
Sr Nathalie Becquart XMCJ, an undersecretary of 
the Holy See’s Synod of Bishops General 
Secretariat, addressed the assembly on Tuesday 
morning, hot on the heels of a multi-city visit to 
Australia. 
In light of some concerns that synodality is a novel 
concept, Sr Nathalie explained that it is rather a 
“dynamic vision of the Church in history, the 
realisation of the Church in history as communion 
in mission”. 
Read the story in full © Cath News  

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/sick/documents/20230110-giornata-malato.html
https://www.synod2023.org/
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/dyb12/2220633/6v7WkK6m2JW4pBapBSfD76vsA9C_AJdRohVQ0Thj.html
https://fcbco.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/FCBCO-ASSEMBLY-PROGRAM-ED-3-2023.pdf
https://cathnews.com/2023/02/08/synodality-mission-lead-oceania-bishops-tuesday-agenda/


†Pray in the month February - Praying with Pope Francis 

           Intention for evangelisation - for parishes.                
We pray that parishes, placing communion centre, may 
increasingly become communities of faith, fraternity and 
welcome towards those most in need.  

†Saturday 11 February - Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes           

The liturgical memorial of Our Lady of Lourdes, recalls a 
series of 18 appearances that the Blessed Virgin Mary made 
to a 14-year-old French peasant girl, Saint Bernadette 
Soubirous.  

†Sat|Sun11 & 12 February - World Day of Prayer for the Sick            

World Day of the Sick is a Church awareness day, or 
observance, aimed at praying and sharing, sacrificing one’s 
suffering for the welfare of others.  

†Tuesday 14 February - St Mark’s Primary School           

Students from Year 4 will be joining our parishioners at  
our 9:30am Mass.  

†Tuesday 14 February - Saint Valentine                    

As the Patron Saint of affianced couples, bee keepers, 
engaged couples, epilepsy, fainting, greetings, happy 
marriages, love, lovers, plague, travellers, and young people. 
He is represented in pictures with birds and roses. 

†Tuesday 14 February - Sunshine Club Lunch                    

St Mark’s Catholic Women’s League invite parishioners to 
join them at their monthly luncheon. Bring along your loved 
ones for fun and relaxed conversation.  
The Oxford Hotel, garden bistro, 12pm 195 Victoria Rd. 
We look forward to welcoming all ages, family and friends.    

†Sat|Sun18 & 19 February -  Project Compassion            

Caritas Australia Project Compassion begins today, to help 
end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity.  

†Sat|Sun18 & 19 February -  Lent             

Collect your Lenten Bulletin and Black Book and plan your 
Lenten Journey with us - Prayer - Fasting - Almsgiving.   

†Sunday 19 February -  Kindergarten Family Mass            

St Mark’s community invites all kindy families to celebrate 
this Mass followed by Morning Tea. All Welcome.  

†Tuesday 21 February - Shrove ‘Pancake’ Tuesday             

The day before Ash Wednesday observed by many Christians 
through participating in confession and absolution, as well 
as eating pancakes.   

†Wednesday 22 February - Ash Wednesday             

The Wednesday after Quinquagesima Sunday, which is the 
first day of the Lenten fast.    

†Friday 24 February - Catholic Women’s League             

St Mark’s Catholic Women’s League will be holding it’s 
opening meeting for the year at 1:00pm upstairs in the 
Parish Centre after a casual lunch together commencing at 
11:30am. BYO Lunch. Visitors are most welcome.  
 
 
 
 
 

†Friday 3 March - Autumn Ember Day             

This is a special day of prayer and Penance the Australian 
Bishops recommends penitential practices such as prayer, 
self-denial and helping others.      

Oh ever immaculate Virgin,  
Mother of Mercy,  

Health of the Sick, Refuge of Sinners,  
Comfortess of the Afflicted, you know my wants,  

my troubles, my sufferings.  
Look upon me with mercy.  

When you appeared in the grotto of Lourdes, you made it a 
privileged sanctuary where you dispense your favours,  

and where many sufferers have obtained the cure of their 
infirmities, both spiritual and corporal.  

I come, therefore, with unbounded confidence to implore your 
maternal intercession.  

My loving Mother, obtain my request.  
I will try to imitate your virtues so that I may one day share 

your company and bless you in eternity.  
Amen.  

                       © catholic online prayers 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Trust that you had some restful and wonderful time with 
loved ones in January.  
 

With the start of 2023, the Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) is 
excited to re-launch Parish Renewal 2025.  
We are going to reconnect, engage and energise our 
masses, music, and the myriad of ministries at St. Mark’s.  
We are seeking PPC members in bringing this vibrancy to 
and with our wider parish and school community, enriching 
our shared experience with God, Christ and each other.  
All we need is enthusiasm, passion and creativity! 
 

Please contact the Parish Office to express your interest.   
Father Michael and/or myself would love to have a chat with 
you. 
 

Wishing you all a wonderful Feb of summer! 
 

Celine 
Chair of Parish Pastoral Council 



   St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
 

Monday & Friday 8:00am  
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am 
 

Saturday 12 noon  
Saturday Reconciliation 11:30am - 11:55am  

 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm  

 

 Scan the QR code to donate to support the  
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

 
St Mark’s Catholic Parish  

33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     
Tel: (02) 9181 1795    

Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP   
Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    
Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Mrs Melissa Lentini 

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your 
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on 

the pew for others to pick up.  

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

 

        We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s 
 

Chiara Natalia Virtu &  
Valencia Sonia Virtu. 

and we congratulate their parents. 
   God bless you. 

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and 
vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:  
Patricia Ficarra, Rocchina Ciampa, Brian and Anne Johnson, 
Heather Burbidge, Roslyn Chew, Pat Kenna, Joanna McGill, 
Giuseppina Pinto, Nancy Rice, Maureen Hanvey, Nora 
Bateman, Milly Di Blasio, Mary Conway, Rocco Zoccali,  
Lina Giannandrea, Wendy Madden and Patricia Ryan.   
 

Remembering those who have gone before us. 
Monica Rincon de Florez, Stephen Wong, Marguerite Wong, 
Maris Isabel R. Sevilla, Fr Barnabas (Max) Brown OFM,  
Isidoro D’Urso, Cecilia Chye, Eddie Conaghan, Michael 
Conaghan, James Conaghan, Lily Conaghan, Frank Hanvey,  
Dr James Stackpool, George Andreou, Charlie Camilleri and 
Antonio Ziino.  
 

Recently Deceased. Ida Tripodi, Norma Cornford,  

Brian Harnett and Fr John De Luca. 

The sole purpose of life in time is to gain merit for life in eternity.  
St. Augustine 354 - 430  

St. Mark’s Parish. 
United in Baptism, Nourished by the Eucharist,  

Guided by the Holy Spirit,  
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 

Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 
Reaching Out to Those in Need,  

Journeying Together,  
Growing in Faith. 

Parish courses for Liturgical ministers in 2023.  
To enrol contact Ms Patricia Marsh on (02) 9307 8360 or email 
liturgyassistant@sydneycatholic.org.  
Application forms are available for the Parish office.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

 

 

 

$2 
Available in the Church foyer  

Gospel Reflection: Today’s First Reading, Psalm and Gospel all relate to the way in which we are called to live in right relationship 
with God and with one another. What is referred to as the ‘Law’ is generally used as shorthand for the Torah – the first five books of 
the Bible – which first of all establishes the history of relationship between God and humanity through the books of Genesis and  
Exodus and then provides detailed instructions about how that relationship should be honoured and observed. When Jesus speaks 
about the Law and the Prophets, he is deliberately including the extensive collection of prophetic writings that interpret the Law in 
terms of justice and right relationships with others as being a reflection of the right relationship with God. 

By declaring that he has come not to abolish the Law and the Prophets, but to complete – or fulfil – them, Jesus is making it perfectly 
clear that his ministry and teaching is in alignment with and in accordance with the historical tradition and he is not setting out to 
overthrow the Jewish tradition. Rather, throughout his ministry, Jesus repeatedly calls the people to be true to the teachings of old 
and to live them with integrity and dedication. His constant complaint is against those who live by the letter of the Law and ignore 
what we would call the spirit or intention of the Law. This is the root of his swipe at the shallow virtue of the scribes and Pharisees in 
today’s gospel. The criticism that Jesus levelled at these two groups was that their adherence to the Law made no room for the com-
passionate heart that the writings of the Prophets demanded. 

Historical Context – But I now say to you…There is a distinct pattern to the teaching examples Jesus provides: ‘You have heard it said 
…’; ‘but I now say to you…’. This was a common method of teaching in Jesus’ day and is often used as an example to suggest that 
Jesus was regarded as a Rabbi in his day. It is a typical rabbinical method of interpreting scripture. The rabbi quotes the teaching 
(you have heard it said…) and then offers an interpretation or reinterpretation of that teaching (but I now say to you). While it is an 
unfamiliar teaching style for us today, it would have been common in Jesus’ time. 

Have you thought? – Teaching examples: Jesus cites several examples of the Law to demonstrate the way in which he has come to 
fulfil those teachings, rather than to abolish them. He reinterprets the teachings on killing, adultery, divorce and oath-breaking. 
When there is an attitude of observing the very literal meaning of law, there is a tendency to look for loopholes wherever possible. 
This attitude had become the norm in Jesus’ day. His reinterpretations are designed to challenge people to think about the law in a 
broader context and to take the law into their heart rather than looking for ways to get around it. 

Living the Gospel – Interpretation: Jesus demonstrates the crucial nature of interpretation. It is easy for us today to look at something 
like the Ten Commandments or the Beatitudes and dismiss them as irrelevant. Taken literally, they may seem to have fairly limited 
application to our modern lives. However, interpreted in a broader context and within the context of our own lives, such ancient 
codes of behaviour can take on new significance. Jesus points us towards the importance of looking beyond the surface and  
searching out the truth of such statements. Interpretation of scripture for our modern lives and modern world is vital to living life to 
the fullest. 
 

Questions? 
Q. Why does Jesus speak about not only keeping commandments but also teaching others to keep them?    
Q. When has a particular interpretation of scripture helped you with a difficult literal passage?      
Q. Where in your life are you called to be someone who fulfils or completes the Law and the Prophets?     © Greg Sunter  

Register by 30 Nov  

 CATECHISTS PILGRIMAGE Join Fr Michael McLean who will be 
the chaplain on this pilgrimage from  

24 September to 11 October 2023 

Brochures are available from the Church foyer 

For more information or to book 
contact Rome Pilgrimages on  

1800 753 959  

Roll up your sleeves; make a difference overseas: Do you require 
professional renewal, or are you seeking a retirement challenge? 

Communities abroad are asking for qualified and experienced 
Australians able to mentor their people in education, health, 

administration, trades, agriculture and more. Palms Australia.   
Find Out More: Enquire Here or Phone: 0422 742 567  

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/
https://divinerenovation.org/events/
https://palms.org.au/current-opportunities/assignments-abroad/
https://palms.org.au/current-opportunities/assignments-abroad/


 
 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone you 
know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.  Website: Archdiocese of  Sydney  Safeguarding  and Child Protection   

 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/

