


 

The Nativity of the Lord - Christmas Mass
 

Gloria:     
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people  
of good will.  
We praise you,  
we bless you,  
we adore you,  
we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King,  
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world,  receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen.  

First Reading:             Isaiah 9.2-4,6-7 

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah      
A child has been born for us; a son given to us. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness  
on them light has shone. 
You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
as with joy at the harvest, 
as people exult when dividing plunder. 
For the yoke of their burden, 
and the bar across their shoulders, 
the rod of their oppressor, 
you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 

For a child has been born for us, 
a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
His authority shall grow continually, 
and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.  

Responsorial Psalm:      Psalm 96.1-2,3-4,11-12,13 (R.Luke 2.11) 

(R.) Today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord.              
1.O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord all the 
earth. Sing to the Lord, bless his name,tell of his  
salvation from day to day. (R.) 
 

2. Declare his glory among the nations, his marvellous works 
among all the peoples. For great is the Lord, and greatly to 
be praised; he is to be revered above all gods.  (R.) 

3. Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the 
sea roar, and all that fills it; let the field exult, and  
everything in it. Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for 
joy. (R.) 

4. Rejoice before the Lord; for he is coming, for he is coming 
to judge the earth. He will judge the world with  
righteousness, and the peoples with his truth.  (R.) 

Gospel                            Luke 2:1.20++ 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke  
To you is born this day a Saviour, who is the Messiah. . 
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that 
all the world should be registered. This was the first  
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph 
also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was  
descended from the house and family of David. He went to 
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who 
was expecting a child. 
 

While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her 
child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields,  
keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an Angel of 
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. But the Angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid; for see - I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day 
in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in  
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 
 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in 
the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those 
whom he favours!” 
 

When the Angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to  
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 
the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste 
and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the  
manger.  

When they saw this, they made known what had been told 
to them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all 
these words and pondered them in her heart. The  
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  

Gospel Acclamation                    Luke 2:10-11 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Good News and great joy to all the world:  
today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord.  
Alleluia! 
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Second Reading             Titus 2.11-14             
A reading from the letter of St Paul to Titus         
The Grace of God has appeared to all.  
The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 
training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in 
the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, 
and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the mani-
festation of the glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. 
 

He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us 
from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own 
who are zealous for good deeds.  



 
The Nativity of the Lord - Christmas Mass

Apostles Creed: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of  
God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge  
the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life 
everlasting.  
Amen 

Prayers of the Faithful: 
Priest: As we gather to celebrate the birth of Jesus, let us 
ask God to fill the world with his light.         

Reader: Let us pray for all who celebrate the birth of Jesus 
at this time, that they may know the joy of his presence.   
(pause)   
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    

Reader: Let us pray for all whose lives are darkened by  
warfare, violence and injustice, that the peace and goodwill 
proclaimed at the birth of Jesus may take root in their lives.  
(pause)   
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    
 

Reader: Let us pray for the hungry, the sick and the  
homeless, that we who rejoice in the birth of Jesus may, in 
practical ways, share our joy with them. (pause)   
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    

Reader: Let us pray for all who are away from their homes 
and families this Christmas, that they may they know the 
love of God. (pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    

Reader: Let us pray for our family and friends who have 
died, that the peace and joy of the heavenly Jerusalem may 
be theirs. (pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    

Priest: Heavenly Father, your Son is born for us, God from 
God, Light from Light: hear the prayers we make with  
confidence in his name.   
All:  Amen. 

Christmas Blessing  

Heavenly Father,  
Love came down on Christmas Day,  

and love brings us together now  
to share this holiday feast.  

We ask you to bless our food and all of us here.  
We remember those we love who are not with us today.  

But who remain with us in spirit.   
With grateful hearts, we thank you for all the blessings  

You have given us this year and  
we pray for peace in families  

And nations around the world.   
Amen. 



 
   GRACE at Christmas Dinner  

 

Christmas Lord,  
we thank you, our God for bringing us together,  

to gather around this table and celebrate your birth and 
our salvation.  

 

Heavenly Father, bless this food and bless this meal.  
We rejoice in the promise of salvation and pray that our 

fellowship today brings us deeper into  
communion with You 

Keep our family safe in 2023, bless those gathered here 
and all those we love.  

We ask this as we ask all things,  
through Christ, our Lord. 

 Amen 

 

At the table during 
Christmastime  

(A Christmas candle may be lit as you pray )  

Blessed are you, Lord God.  
Through the fruitful virginity of Mary  

you fulfilled the long expectation  
of the poor and oppressed.  

 

Grant that with the same faith with which  
Mary awaited the birth of her Son,  

We may look for him in our brothers and sisters in need.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Christmas Manger Prayer  
O God,  

whose mighty Son was born in Bethlehem  
those days long ago  

Lead us to that same poor place,  
where Mary laid her tiny Child.  

 

And as we look on in wonder and  praise,  
Make us welcome Him in all new life,  

See Him in the poor, and care for His handiwork  
the earth the sky and the sea.  

 

O God, bless us again in your great love.  
We pray for this through Christ our Lord  

Amen.   

God of Christmas and of every day, giver of all good gifts, 
We thank you for the many ways you have blessed us. 

We are grateful for each person  
gathered around this table. 

 

Bless us, our food and our company today. 
Bless those we love who are not with us. 

With gratitude and love, we remember your humble birth 
into our lives and so pray for those without food or family  or 

friendship at this time.  
 

We remember the stable in which you were born and so pray 
for those with no place to live. 

We remember your flight into Egypt and so pray for 
persecuted Christians  

and for refugees at this time.  
 

We join your angels in giving glory to God in the highest and 
in praying  

for peace and goodwill on earth. 
Help us to see what really matters and to respond with faith, 

hope and love.  
 

Make of our hearts a crib in which to  
place the Christ child. 

Keep us safe and close to you in the year ahead. 
For you are our Christmas Lord, now and forever.  

Amen   

Christmas Meal Prayer 



 
 

       Christmas Parish Prayer  

Heavenly Father,  
you have chosen the parish as the place by which you 

encounter  us in our daily lives.  
 

Here your word is proclaimed, the Eucharist is celebrated 
and your people are united in a family of believers. 

 

We thank you for the abundant blessings you have given to 
our parish, and pray that we may continue to serve you in 

faithfulness and love.  
Keep us open to our need of your love  and fellowship.  

 

Help us to work together to serve you and each other for 
the good of the Church, for the people of our Parish and for 

your greater glory.   
Amen 

Blessing for the Christmas Season  
Lord God of heaven and earth  

you revealed your only-begotten Son to every nation by the 
guidance of a star. 

 

Bless this house and all who inhabit it.  
Fill then with the light of Christ, that their concern for 

others may reflect your love.  
 

We ask this through Christ our Lord  
(R.) Amen  

 

May Christ Jesus dwell with us,  
Keep us from all harm,  

And make us one in mind and heart, now and forever. 

(R.) Amen  

2022 Christmas Message  
The Catholic Archbishop of Sydney  

Most. Rev Anthony Fisher OP 

After a year of terrible war in Ukraine and disastrous 
floods closer to home, in which people have lost loved 
ones, homes, livelihoods, where are they to find security 
and hope? Amidst fragile recovery from pandemic and 
rising cost of living, how do we deal with anxiety and 
uncertainty? 
 

At Christmas, God comes to us as a newborn baby, the 
most vulnerable of creatures; as a homeless family, like 
those who’ve lost everything in our river-lands or 
Ukraine; as a victim or near-miss amidst the slaughter 
of innocents.  
 

We encounter the infinite Power who sustains the 
universe - in something small and helpless. The infinite 
Love who dreams us and our cosmos into being - 
unloved in His own creation. The greatest Truth ever 
told - ignored and rejected. 
 

A pregnant girl faces disgrace. A young couple are 
shunted by unsympathetic officials and shunned by 
unwelcoming innkeepers. They must make do with a 
farmhouse and feeding trough for birthing suite and 
crib. Hotly pursued by a violent king, they flee as 
refugees to a foreign land.  
 

Coming to dwell with us, God didn’t have an easy ride, 
but He wanted to share all the up and downsides of a 
human life. Some called him ‘Emmanuel-God with us’; 
others ‘Jesus- God saves us’; others again ‘Son of Man- 
God one of us.’ With us, saving us, one of us: He was 
God in the thick of things, including the hard bits.  
 

At Christmas we hear Him for the first time, not in 
thunderclap or trumpet blast, not in fine words or 
solemn pageant, but in a baby’s cry. Out of cries of 
helplessness comes the sound of hope. Out of hunger, 
cold, discomfort, the most beautiful sound ever heard. 
God-made-baby for us, so the human heart would not 
give in to darkness but see a great light.  
 

Hope amidst flood, war, economic challenge: this hope 
is named Christmas and it can overcome the bleakest 
challenges. It means we join the angels on the first 
Christmas night singing glory to God on high and peace 
to people here below. 
 

May God bless you and your loved ones with Christmas 
peace and hope 



 
 

A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM FR MICHAEL. 
 

The joy of the birth of Christ fills us with hope in the midst 
of the challenges and worries of our world. The flood in 
western NSW, Victoria and South Australia creeps to the 
sea bringing for many devastations and loss. The conflicts, 
wars, natural disasters, crop failures bring famine and 
refugee crises in many parts of the world bring vulnerable 
people to take desperate measures to survive. 
 

At the coming of Christ there was a shortage of housing for the Holy Family and Jesus was born in a stable. The Holy 
Family had to face many difficulties in their early years with the fight into Egypt to escape the persecution of Herod. 
They lived in an occupied land under a sometimes-harsh regime. The reality of their lives was difficult and sometimes 
must have put great strain and stress on them. 
 

It is into this world that God sent his only Son to be a beacon of hope for us and a sure sign of his love for us. Christ 

was fearless in taking up the message of John the Baptist and calling for repentance, forgiveness and mercy in a 

society that was vengeful and harsh. His message is the same in this age to love God and one another as he loved 

us. Jesus came in humility, lived simply, preached love, mercy, and compassion showing us by word and example.  
 

May this Christmas be for you and your family a time of grace and mercy where you renew friendships and 

relationships. A time for you to relax and renew your energy and strength for the coming year. May we focus on 

what is truly important in our lives and put Jesus at the centre of our lives.  

                                                               May God bless you in this Holy Season,  Fr Michael  

MINISTRY & MISSION OF THE PASTORAL GOALS OF 2023 
St Mark’s is a parish committed to building on the Mission 
and Ministry of our Catholic community.  
We connect faith with life 
and reach out to those in 
need. Our Parish Goals 
provide a framework and 
foundation to continue to 
grow as an active and 
energized community focused on deepening our faith and 
spiritual connection to God, and to lead and serve in love to 
one another and our greater community as disciples of Jesus 
Christ, made in God’s image. Through the support of our 
Parishioners we can set and meet our Parish Budget and plan 
our commitments for the future.  
 

If you would like to join the Planned Giving Program,  
fill out a GREEN planned giving card that can be found in the 
Church foyer and return to the Parish 
office. Deductions can be made via your 
credit card or envelopes. Planned Giving, 
helps run the parish and offers a tax 
deduction.  
 

The First Collection is for the support of the Priests of the 

Archdiocese and also contributes to Priests working in poorer 
Parishes and special ministries. 
 

The Second Collection includes the Planned Giving 

Program and is the Parish’s main source of income.  
Though most of the pastoral work of the parish is done by 
volunteers, there are a number of expenses related to the 
running of our Parish Church, Parish Office and Presbytery. 
These funds remain in the parish for the care, maintenance, 
insurance, administration, utilities and other expenses 
incurred to maintain the day to day running of the parish for 
our community. Thank you for your support. 

Christmas envelopes are placed in any of the collection baskets.  

Tap n’ Pray for those who do not carry 

cash our Tap machines are available in the 
Church foyer or scan the QR code to donate 
online. 

Christmas Prayer for our Priest’s  

Gracious and loving God,  

we thank you for the gift of our priests. 
Through them, we experience your presence in the 

sacraments. 

Help our priests to be strong in their vocation. 
Set their souls on fire with love for your people. 

Grant them the wisdom, understanding,  

and strength they need to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. 
Inspire them with the vision of your Kingdom. 

Give them the words they need to spread the Gospel. 
Allow them to experience joy in their ministry. 

Help them to become instruments of your divine grace. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ,  

who lives and reigns as our Eternal Priest. 

Amen. 



 
 

St Mark’s Parish Office is closed and will reopen  
Monday 9  January 2023.  

Blessing for the season to all.  

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

 
St Mark’s Catholic Parish  

33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     
Tel: (02) 9181 1795    

Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP   
Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    
Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your 
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on 

the pew for others to pick up.  

 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.  Website: Archdiocese of  Sydney  Safeguarding  and Child Protection   

   St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
 

Monday & Friday 8:00am  
Tuesday & Thursday 

9:30am  
Wednesday 7:30am 

 
Saturday 12 noon  

Saturday Reconciliation 11:30am - 11:55am  
 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm  

 

 Scan the QR code to donate to support the  

        Without you at Christmas  
 

There’s a little place within my heart  
That is with me everyday. 

A place where all my memories are  
softly tucked away.  

 

It is the perfect place at special times for me to go,  
for words could not explain,  

how very much I miss you so.  
 

And now that once again Christmas time has come around. It’s 
where the sweetest memories.  

And thoughts of you are found.  

A joyful heart is the normal result of a heart burning with love. 
Never let anything so fill you with sorrow as to make you forget 

the joy of Christ Risen  
Mother Teresa.  

Catholic 
Weekly  

$2  
Available 
from the 
Church  
Foyer  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/


May the love of our Saviour, Jesus Christ, surround you, and  the blessings 
of God’s special gifts be yours, this Christmas and in the New Year.   

Fr Michael, Fr Denis and St Mark ’s Parish team.  

 

United in Baptism,  
Nourished by the Eucharist,  

Guided by the Holy Spirit,  
We Form a Vibrant  
and Caring Community, 

Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 
Reaching Out to Those in Need, 

Journeying Together, Growing in Faith.


