
Rejoice 

Joy can be a fleeting emotion in our lives returning to 
ordinariness very quickly and the joy soon forgotten. As 
Christians we are called to have a deep and lasting joy in 
our hearts and lives that comes from the deep knowledge 
and understanding of how much God loves us. 
 

We pray at every Mass after the Lord’s Prayer “as we await 
the blessed hope and the coming of Our Saviour, Lord 
Jesus.” During Advent we reflect on this truth and the 
Entrance Antiphon for this Sunday is “Rejoice in the Lord 
always; again I say, rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near.” Phil 
4:4-5 always is a challenge. To see the hand of the Lord a 
work in the difficulties and sadness of our lives can be very 
difficult. This is when we are called to a deep level of trust 
and hope in God. 
 

We as Christians are called to see the big picture and 
Advent talks about the Last Things – Life Death, Judgment 
and the return in Glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. Not 
something we fear but something we long for with Advent 
hope. Let us be people of joy, peace and hope to others 
and so prepare the way of the Lord in our part of the 
Kingdom.  

 When we greet each other, we can begin     
 with “What is the best thing that has 
 happened to you today?” a positive and  
 hopeful conversation starter. 
  

                             Yours, in the Lord Jesus, 
         Fr Michael McLean,  Parish Priest 

The Parish Pastoral Council invites 

Parishioners and Parish volunteers  

to say ‘thank you’     

join us for a cuppa 
 

Sunday 11 December 2022 
 

“Rejoice” Rose Sunday Morning Tea  

following 9:00am Mass  

All Welcome  

- 11 December 2022 -    

Third Sunday of Advent - Year A 

St Mark’s Catholic Church  
Presents 

‘Schola Nova Choir’ 
 

Performing traditional  
Christmas  

Carols in our historic Church. 
  

Join us and welcome in the 
Christmas Spirit with readings, 

songs and receive a blessing  
for the season.  

‘ 

You’ll have your chance to join in 
and sing along with the Choir to 

classic carols including  
Silent Night, Away in a Manger, 
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  

and more. 
 
 
 

Friday 16 December 2023  
7:00pm in the Church 

 
All Welcome  

2nd Rite  
Tuesday 13 December  

7:30pm.  
Combined parishes with several 

priest’s available. 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

3rd Sunday of Advent - Joy 
Entrance Antiphon                        Phil 4:4-5 

(All) Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. Indeed, 
the Lord is near. 
 

First Reading                           Isaiah 35.1-6a,10 

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah 
Here is your God, who will come and save you.                 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert 
shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus, it shall blossom 
abundantly, and rejoice with joy singing. The glory of 
Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and 
Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord., the majesty of 
our God.  
Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 
Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not 
fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance , with 
terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” Then the 
eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer., and the 
tongue of the speechless sing for joy.  
And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion 
with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they 
shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall 
flee away.  
 
 

Responsorial Psalm  Psalm146, 6c-7, 8-9a,9b-10 (R.see. Isa 35.4)     

(R.) Lord come and save us. 
 

1. It is the Lord who keeps faith forever, who executes justice 
for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. The Lord 
sets the prisoners free. (R.) 
 
 

2. The Lord opens the eyes of the blind and lifts up those 
who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous and 
watches over the strangers. (R.) 
 
 

3. The Lord upholds the orphan and the widow, but the way 
of the wicked he brings to ruin. The Lord will reign forever, 
your God, O Zion, for all generations. (R.) 

 

Second Reading                             Romans 15.4-9 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans. 
Christ has saved all people.                    
Whatever was written in former days was written for our 
instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the 
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 
May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you 
to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ 
Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed 
you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has become 
a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in 
order that he might confirm the promises given to the 
patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for 
his mercy.  
As it is written, “Therefore I will confess you among the 
Gentiles, and sing praises to your name.”  

Gospel Acclamation                    See Luke 3,4,6 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: 
all people shall see the salvation of God.  
Alleluia. 

 
 

Gospel                                      Matthew 3.1-12 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.        
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness 
of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
has come near.” This is the one of whom the Prophet Isaiah 
spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the  
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight.’” 
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt 
around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 
Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out 
to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming 
for baptism, John said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit  
worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, 
‘We have Abraham as our father’; for I tell you, God is able 
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even 
now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. 
“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is 
more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to 
carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear 
his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the  
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”  

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana. 
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal 

© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

  Stay Awake! 
Prepare for the  

Coming of Christ. 
 

St Mark’s  
Advent Program  

 Wednesday  
14, 21 December  

at 7:30pm  
with Fr Michael  
upstairs in the  
Parish Centre  
All Welcome.  

BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 PRAYER FOR BLESSING 

 

Priest:  
Let us ask our heavenly 

Father to bless us  
 

Father,  
we praise you for sending 

your Son  
to save us from our sins 

and to be light in our 
darkness. 

Bless † us as we gather in his 
name, 

and bless † this wreath as a 
sign of his light among us.  

We ask this blessing through 
Christ our Lord. 

 

                    All:  Amen. 



    

 

3rd Sunday of Advent - Joy 

Prayers of the Faithful  
Leader: Let us bring our prayers before our heavenly Father 
with hope and confidence in his mercy.       
 

Reader: Let us pray for the needs of our world, and for an 
end to violence, so that everywhere sorrow and lament may 
be turned into gladness and joy. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for families experiencing separation or 
division; may they be given the grace of patience, tolerance 
and forgiveness, even in the midst of conflict. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for ourselves, that we will listen to the 
voice of the prophets as they announce the coming of 
Christ, and that we will prepare a place for him in our hearts.   
(pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for all those who work to alleviate the 
sufferings of the poor, the sick and the lonely; may their 
generosity receive its reward. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Reader: Let us pray for those who have died, that they may 
share the eternal life of God’s Kingdom. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

Leader: Heavenly Father, may our joy grow ever deeper as 
we prepare to celebrate your gift to us of your beloved Son. 
We make this prayer through him, who is Christ, our Lord.  
All: Amen. 
 

Communion Antiphon                     Cf. Is 35:4 
(All) Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear. 
Behold, our God will come, and he will save us. 

CHRISTMAS NOVENA     
17 DECEMBER - 24 DECEMBER   

 

This Novena introduces the  
Great "O's" of Advent. 

As the most intensive phase of  
Advent preparation begins.  

The "O Antiphons" are seven jewels of liturgical song, 
one for each day until Christmas Eve.   

 

These days serve to prepare more directly for the 
Lord’s birth.  

 
   Christmas Novena cards are available for collection 

from the Church foyer. 

What are the "O Antiphons"? 
The O Antiphons refer to the seven antiphons that are 
recited (or chanted) preceding the Magnificat during 
Vespers of the Liturgy of the Hours. They cover the 
special period of Advent preparation known as the 
Octave before Christmas, Dec. 17-23, with Dec. 24 
being Christmas Eve and Vespers for that evening 
being for the Christmas Vigil. 
 

The exact origin of the O Antiphons is not known. 
Boethius (c. 480-524) made a slight reference to 
them, thereby suggesting their presence at that time. 
At the Benedictine abbey of Fleury  
(now Saint-Benoit-sur-Loire), these antiphons were 
recited by the abbot and other abbey leaders in 
descending rank, and then a gift was given to each 
member of the community. By the eighth century, they 
are in use in the liturgical celebrations in Rome.  
The usage of the O Antiphons was so prevalent in 
monasteries that the phrases, Keep your O and The 
Great O Antiphons were common parlance.  
One may thereby conclude that in some fashion the  
O Antiphons have been part of our liturgical tradition 
since the very early Church. 
 

The importance of O Antiphons is twofold:  
Each one highlights a title for the Messiah:  
O Sapientia (O Wisdom), O Adonai (O Lord),  
O Radix Jesse (O Stock of Jesse),  
O Clavis David (O Key of David),  
O Oriens (O Rising Sun),  
O Rex Gentium (O King of the Nations), and O 
Immanuel. Also, each one refers to the prophecy of 
Isaiah of the coming of the Messiah.       
                           © Catholiceducation.org 



 

Volunteering - a grace from God 

“Volunteering is a grace from God,”  
the Pope affirmed, urging volunteers to  

“please accept it with strength.” 
“Do not be afraid”, Pope Francis urged. 

 

   The Pope further added that  
“volunteers are the strength of the Church”  

as they are “a dimension of the Church’s 
mission because you go there with your 

volunteering and maintain so many actions of 
the Church.” 

Bringing his message to a close, the Pope 
expressed his gratitude to the volunteers for 
their generosity - the generosity that every 

volunteer has. 
    St Mark’s Parish thanks all our volunteers  

and if you wish to become a volunteer in 2023 
contact the Parish Office.  



 

†Thursday 8 - 25 December - Christmas at the Cathedral                  

Presented by Paynter Dixon, St Mary’s Cathedral Forecourt. 
Festivities begin at 7pm with Christmas market stalls, food, 
fun activities for the kids and live entertainment.  

†Monday 12 December  - Our Lady of Guadalupe            

The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe is celebrated on 
December 12th. In 1999, Blessed John Paul II, in his homily 
given during the Solemn Mass at the Basilica of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, his third visit to the sanctuary, declared the date 
of December the 12th as a Liturgical Holy Day for the whole 
continent. During the same visit Pope John Paul II entrusted 
the cause of life to her loving protection, and placed under 
her motherly care the innocent lives of children, especially 
those who are in danger of not being born.  

†Tuesday 13 December  - Sacrament of Penance            

The 2nd Rite of the Sacrament of Penance (Confession | 
Reconciliation) will be held at St Mark’s at 7:30pm this is a 
combined Parish event with several priests available.  

†Wednesday 14 & 21 Dec - Stay Awake Advent                  

St Mark’s Advent program begins, prepare for the Coming 
of Christ, led by Fr Michael with guest speakers.  
Let us come closer to Jesus this Advent. Let us stay awake! 
Let us set aside time to pray, to reflect on His Word, and to 
avail ourselves of the Sacraments, so that when we celebrate 
His birth, we can offer Him the gift of hearts and lives truly 
transformed. 7:30pm Parish Centre.  

†Friday 16  December  - ‘ Schola Nova Choir’    

Performing traditional Christmas sounds in our historic 
Church, welcome the Christmas Spirit with readings and 
song at 7:00pm.   

†Saturday 17 December  - Christmas Novena              

This Novena introduces the Great "O's" of Advent. 
As the most intensive phase of Advent preparation begins.  
The "O Antiphons" are seven jewels of liturgical song, one 
for each day until Christmas Eve.   

†Monday 26 December - Boxing Day                   

8:00am Morning Mass with morning prayer of the Church 
beginning 15 minutes prior to Mass. 

†Saturday 24 December - Sunday 8 January 2023    

St Mark’s Parish Office will be closed during this time.  
For emergencies please call (02) 9181 1795 
and leave a message for us to contact you as 
soon as we can.  

†Tuesday 27 December - St John the apostle.                   

St. John, the son of Zebedee and brother of St. James the 
Great, was called to be an Apostle by our Lord in the first 
year of His public ministry. He became the "beloved 
disciple" and the only one of the Twelve who did not forsake 
the Saviour in the hour of His Passion. He stood faithfully at 
the cross when Christ made him the guardian of His 
Mother.  

†Friday 30 December - Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph.                   

The Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph is 
normally celebrated on the Sunday after Christmas. This 
feast developed at the beginning of the 19th century in 
Canada and then spread to the entire Church in 1920. At 
first, it was celebrated on the Sunday after Epiphany. It is a 
Feast that seeks to portray the Holy Family of Nazareth as 
the “true model of life” (cf. Opening Prayer) from which 
our families can draw inspiration and know where to find 
help and comfort. 

Wednesday  
14 & 21 

December  
7:30pm  

 
All Welcome 

upstairs in the  
Parish Centre  

Join Sr Antonia for Prayer Connection  
 

Pray, reflect and enjoy a conversation with God. 
  

Thursday following 9:30am Mass  
22 December  

Pray to prepare for Advent   
St Mark’s Church  

 

followed by a morning tea and a  
chat in the Parish Centre.  

Connect and reflect with prayer, based on the 
liturgical seasons, our interests are endless.  

 

If you feel you would benefit from such a group and 
would like to share your experience with others, or 

just attend and enjoy the company you would be 
made to feel very welcome.  

Dear Parishioner’s 
 

Families and children are always welcome at  
St Mark’s. I would ask parents to supervise their 
children anytime they are in the Church and especially 
before and after Mass.  
 

For the safety of all:  
* Please keep your child in sight.  
* Please do not let them swing on the glass balustrades. 
* Please ensure children are accompanied in the       
 parking area. 
* Please supervise your child in the driveway areas 
 beside the Church and the presbytery. 
* Please when outside the Church respect the gardens.  
 

 I raise these issues so that all remain safe and we can   
 all enjoy the environs of the Church.  
 

              Thank you  
         Fr. Michael  - Parish Priest 



 

   St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
 

Monday & Friday 8:00am  
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am 
 

Saturday 12 noon  
Saturday Reconciliation 11:30am - 11:55am  

 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm  

 

 Scan the QR code to donate to support the  
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

 
St Mark’s Catholic Parish  

33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     
Tel: (02) 9181 1795    

Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP   
Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    
Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your 
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on 

the pew for others to pick up.  

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

 
Sacrament of Penance 

Confession | 
Reconciliation  

Available every Saturday 
during  Advent  

From 11am - 11:55am  

Here’s to our absent loved ones;  
God bless them and grant  

them eternal peace.   
 

Interfaith Christmas Remembrance Service  
18 December 2022 7:30pm  

St Mary’s Cathedral  

We wish all our teachers and 
students and their families 
blessings for a happy and 

safe Christmas and New Year  

A Blessing for the Holidays  
Sustaining God, caretaker of life,  
you are always present.  
You live in us.  
Watch over us during the break, and  
keep us in your watchful gaze.  
Bless our families as we celebrate these holidays.  
We make this prayer through Jesus our guardian.  
Amen  

ALL WELCOME  
 

St Mark’s Parish Christmas Eve Family Mass  
5:30pm  24 December 2022 

All Children come dressed as your favourite character  
from the Nativity.  

Jesus, Mary, Joseph, Wise men, Shepherds, Angels, or an 
animal. 

 

Process in and out with the priest and join in our  
Christmas Celebrations.  

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and 

vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:  
Heather Burbidge, Roslyn Chew, Aaron Wood,  
Michelle Clancy, Pat Kenna, Joanna McGill,  
Giuseppina Pinto, Maureen Hanvey, Jenny Taubhorn,  
Nancy Rice, Nora Bateman, Milly Di Blasio, Rocco Zoccali, 
Lina Giannandrea, Meagan Ficarra, Patricia Ficarra,  
Wendy Madden and Patricia Ryan. 

Remembering those who have gone before us.  

Marie Ryan, Assunta Sanzari, Ermanno Guerinoni  
and Patrick Griffith. 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

 

 

$2 

Available in the Church foyer  

 

* Bossley Park lights up for Mary.  

* Jane Austen: LIFE COACH?   

* Journey through Advent.  

Gospel Reflection: Why would John the Baptist send messengers to question Jesus? We recall from last week’s gospel passage that 
John had a somewhat ‘fire and brimstone’ perception of what Jesus would be like. Perhaps as he sat in his prison cell John began to 
wonder whether Jesus was indeed the Messiah that John believed him to be. Perhaps the question was not for himself but rather for 
his disciples that he sent to Jesus. Given the answer that Jesus provided them, perhaps John’s intention was for the disciples to  
recognise that Jesus was in fact the one that John had proclaimed and that the disciples should switch their allegiance to Jesus. John 
probably guessed that he would not be leaving that prison alive and may have been leading his disciples to the next step in their  
discipleship by having them go and scrutinise Jesus. 

The indirect answer that Jesus provides to the query would have not sounded like such a roundabout response as it does to us. The 
picture Jesus describes of the blind seeing, the lame walking, lepers cleansed, and the deaf hearing would have been very familiar to 
those who were listening and the first audience of this gospel. These were signs of the coming of the Messiah that had been foretold 
by the prophets. In his answer, Jesus effectively says, ‘Well, all the things that are supposed to happen when the Messiah comes are 
happening now with me. There’s your answer!’  

The reading continues to build on the Advent themes of anticipation, preparedness and hope. As we draw closer to the celebration of 
the Nativity, in this reading is confirmation that our hope is not misplaced. Today’s readings emphasise the joy that lies in the  
anticipation and expectation of what is coming.  

Historical Context – Least and Greatest: Jesus declares that the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater even than John whom he has 
just finishing praising as greatest of all men. It is an indication that in the kingdom, things are not as they are on earth. The blind, 
lame, deaf, poor and lepers that Jesus named earlier would have been seen as the very lowest of society. Their afflictions were seen as 
punishments from God and so it was assumed that they, or their parents, had done something to deserve this punishment. Jesus  
rejects this interpretation and shows these people to be the most open to responding to his message. 

Scriptural context – John the Baptist: Jesus is not recorded as asking the messengers about John’s wellbeing. He doesn’t appear to  
express any concern about John’s imprisonment. Yet Jesus must have felt this situation very deeply. John the Baptist and Jesus were 
related; they were cousins. The depth of his feeling is reflected when Jesus speaks so positively and powerfully about John. It reads 
almost as a eulogy that might be given at a funeral; praising the greatness of the deceased. Yet regardless of John’s greatness, Jesus 
assures his audience that even the least in the kingdom is greater than John. 

Living the Gospel – Gaudete! The third Sunday of Advent was traditionally known as Gaudete Sunday. The word, gaudete, 
(pronounced gow-day-tay) is from Latin and means Rejoice! The name was given to this Sunday because the entrance antiphon for 
the day is: ‘Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice! The Lord is near.’ When Advent was observed as a more penitential  
season, this third Sunday was a break from the sombre mood and was more celebratory. The rose-coloured candle in the Advent 
wreath and rose-coloured vestments convey a mood of joy and celebration. 
 

Questions? 
Q. In what way were the signs Jesus described an answer to John’s question?   
Q. What evidence can be found in this passage to indicate that Jesus admired John the Baptist?    
Q.In what ways does this final comment pose a challenge for us today?                © Greg Sunter  

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/
https://divinerenovation.org/events/


Welcome to 2021  

 
 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.  Website: Archdiocese of  Sydney  Safeguarding  and Child Protection   

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/

