
Prepare the Way.  
Making straight paths or roads has become a great pastime 
in our city of Sydney. Wherever you seem to go there is a 
road project to help us get where we want to go faster. 
Spiritually during Advent, we are reminded of the divine 
route we are to follow because the “kingdom of heaven is 
at hand” and John the Baptist has appeared quoting Isaiah 
and dramatically calling people to repentance and the 
baptism of repentance of their sins. 
 

John, in stern words speaks to the religious leaders of the 
time and challenges them to produce good fruit as a sign of 
their repentance and speaks of the one to come and the 
baptism he will bring. There will be a time of reckoning 
where justice will triumph.  
 

During this sometimes hectic period I encourage you to 
seek wells of silence and reflection this Advent season. 
Daily Mass is celebrated in our Church, the Church is open 
for personal prayer, our little Blue Advent and 
Christmastide Books provide material for prayer and our 
Advent Gospel reflection Group meets Wednesday evening 
at 7.30 pm and all are welcome. 

 

      Let us prepare the way of the Lord  
                 with joyful anticipation. 
 

                             Yours, in the Lord Jesus, 
         Fr Michael McLean,  Parish Priest 

  Stay Awake! 
Prepare for the  

Coming of Christ. 
 

St Mark’s  
Advent Program  

 Wednesday  
7 December  
at 7:30pm  

with Fr Michael  
upstairs in the  
Parish Centre  
All Welcome.  

Second Sunday of Advent - Year A 

- 4 December 2022 -    

“Prepare the way for the Lord,   
make his paths straight” 

Matthew 3:3 

The Parish Pastoral Council invites 

Parishioners and Parish volunteers  

to say ‘thank you’     

join us for a cuppa 
 

Sunday 11 December 2022 
 

“Rejoice” Rose Sunday Morning Tea  

following 9:00am Mass  

All Welcome  

 

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal is today,  
please give generosity to support our local community.  

 

Drummoyne conference members will be at the Church 
doors to accept your generous donations and envelopes are 

available in the Church foyer.  
Thank you   

 

Lord, please allow me to 
embrace Advent in the way the 

Church intends:  
as a way to prepare for  

Your arrival.  
May everything I do, every gift 

I send, every party I attend, 
every meal I share,  

remind me to prepare space in 
my heart for You.  

Amen. 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

 

Second Sunday of Advent: Peace 
On the Second Sunday of Advent, the first and second 

candles are lit and this second candle represents Peace.  
 

It also symbolizes all of the preparations that had to be 
made in order to receive and  
take care of the Christ child.  

 

2nd Sunday of Advent - Peace 
Entrance Antiphon                     Cf. Is 30:19,30 

(All) O people of Sion, behold, the Lord will come to save the 
nations, and the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard in 
the joy of your heart. 
 

First Reading                              Isaiah 11.1-10 

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah 
With righteousness he shall judge the poor.         
On that day: 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
or decide by what his ears hear; 
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze, 
their young shall lie down together; 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
They will not hurt or destroy 
on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea. 
 

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand 
as a signal to the peoples; 
the nations shall inquire of him, 
and his dwelling shall be glorious.  
 
 

Responsorial Psalm        Psalm 72. 1-2,7-8,12-13,17 (R.see.7)   

(R.) Justice shall flourish in his name, and fullness of 
peace for ever.         
 

1. Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness 
to a king’s son. May he judge your people with 
righteousness, and your poor with justice. (R.) 
 

2. In his days may righteousness flourish and peace abound, 
until the moon is no more. May he have dominion from sea 
to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.  (R.) 
 

3. For he delivers the needy one who calls, the poor and the 
one who has no helper. He has pity on the weak and the 
needy, and saves the lives of the needy. (R.) 
 

4. May his name endure forever, his fame continue as long 
as the sun. May all nations be blessed in him; may they 
pronounce him happy.  (R.) 

 

Second Reading                             Romans 15.4-9 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans. 
Christ has saved all people.                    
Whatever was written in former days was written for our 
instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the 
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 
May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you 
to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ 
Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed 
you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has become 
a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in 
order that he might confirm the promises given to the 
patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for 
his mercy.  
As it is written, “Therefore I will confess you among the 
Gentiles, and sing praises to your name.”  

Gospel Acclamation                    See Luke 3,4,6 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: 
all people shall see the salvation of God.  
Alleluia. 

 
 

Gospel                                      Matthew 3.1-12 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.        
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness 
of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
has come near.” This is the one of whom the Prophet Isaiah 
spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the  
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight.’” 
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt 
around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 
Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out 
to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming 
for baptism, John said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit  
worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, 
‘We have Abraham as our father’; for I tell you, God is able 
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even 
now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. 
“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is 
more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to 
carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear 
his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the  
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”  

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana. 
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal 

© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   



     

2nd Sunday of Advent - Peace 

Prayers of the Faithful  
Leader: Let address our prayers to our heavenly Father who 
has sent his Son into the world for our salvation.      
 

Reader: Let us pray that we will recognise that God’s  
kingdom is near at hand, especially in our dealings with the 
poor, the homeless and the lonely. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for the grace to be tolerant with one 
another, treating one another as Jesus has treated us. 
(pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray that the Prince of Peace will soften the 
hearts of aggressors, so that all peoples may live in justice 
and in peace. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray that all who are sick may be healed, 
and that the healing hands of those who care for them may 
be blessed. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Reader: Let us pray for those who have died recently and 
for those whose anniversaries occur at this time, that they 
may know the joy of God’s kingdom. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

Leader: Heavenly Father, teach us to follow in the way your 
Son has taught us. Let us be guided by his light, and  
encourage all people to seek his peace.  
We ask this through Jesus our Lord.   
All: Amen. 
 

Communion Antiphon                      Ps 84:13

(All) The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall 
yield its increase. 

BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 PRAYER FOR BLESSING 

 

Priest:  
Let us ask our heavenly 

Father to bless us  
 

Father,  
we praise you for sending 

your Son  
to save us from our sins 

and to be light in our 
darkness. 

Bless † us as we gather in 
his name, 

and bless † this wreath as a 
sign of his light among us.  

We ask this blessing through 
Christ our Lord. 

 

                    All:  Amen. 

History made as Goulburn’s Old Cathedral reopens it doors. 
“The time has finally arrived,” said Archbishop Christopher Prowse. 
 

The Archbishop was speaking at the start of his homily during the 
reopening of Sts Peter and Paul’s historic church in Goulburn. 
 

After a major forty-year renovation and in the year of its 150th 
anniversary, the doors of the ‘old cathedral’, as it is affectionately 
known, were again opened to the faithful today.  Full story © Cath News 

Parish priest Fr Joshy Kurien addresses the congregation at the  
re-opening Mass at Sts Peter and Paul’s Church in Goulburn.  

https://cathnews.com/2022/12/01/history-made-as-sts-peter-and-pauls-old-cathedral-reopens-it-doors/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Senate%20set%20to%20lift%20ban%20on%20territories%20legislating%20on%20euthanasia%20%20History%20made%20as%20Goulburns%20Old%252


Click here to find out more and register  

https://stmdrummoyne.syd.catholic.edu.au/enrolment/enrol-now
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/TOB/
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/TOB/


†Saturday | Sunday 3 & 4 December  - Vinnies Appeal           

Support our Vinnies Christmas Appeal where you can help 
struggling families at breaking point this Christmas.  
“A little bit of care can change someone’s life”   

†Wednesday 7,14 & 21 Dec - Stay Awake Advent                  

St Mark’s Advent program begins, prepare for the Coming 
of Christ, led by Fr Michael with guest speakers.  
Let us come closer to Jesus this Advent. Let us stay awake! 
Let us set aside time to pray, to reflect on His Word, and to 
avail ourselves of the Sacraments, so that when we 
celebrate His birth, we can offer Him the gift of hearts and 
lives truly transformed. 7:30pm Parish Centre.  

†Thursday 8 December - Mass at 9:30am  

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.           
Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you; blessed are 
you among women.  

†Thursday 8 - 25 December - Christmas at the Cathedral                  

Presented by Paynter Dixon, St Mary’s Cathedral Forecourt. 
Festivities begin at 7pm with Christmas market stalls, food, 
fun activities for the kids and live entertainment.  

†Saturday 10 December - Our Lady of Loreto.           

2019 is the first time that Our Lady of Loreto is celebrated 
in the General Roman Calendar. The decree was 
pronounced by Pope Francis. On the surface, it seems odd 
to universally honour a title for the Blessed Virgin Mary 
based on a house. But actually it is a rich title, and very 
fitting for Advent. Tradition holds that a small house in 
Loreto, Italy originated in Nazareth and is the actual home 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

†Sunday 11 December  - ‘Rejoice’ Morning tea           

Rose Sunday Morning Tea following 9:00am Mass is to 
thank all Parishioners and Parish volunteers for their 
support during the last year. All Welcome.  

†Tuesday 13 December  - Sacrament of Penance            

The 2nd Rite of the Sacrament of Penance (Confession | 
Reconciliation) will be held at St Mark’s at 7:30pm this is a 
combined Parish event with several priests available.  

†Friday 16  December  - ‘Schola Nova Choir’             

Performing traditional Christmas sounds in our historic 
Church, welcome the Christmas Spirit with readings and 
song at 7:00pm.   

†Saturday 17 December  - Christmas Novena              

This Novena introduces the Great "O's" of Advent. 
As the most intensive phase of Advent preparation begins.  
The "O Antiphons" are seven jewels of liturgical song, one 
for each day until Christmas Eve.   

†Monday 26 December - Boxing Day                   

8:00am Morning Mass with morning prayer of the Church 
beginning 15 minutes prior to Mass. 

†Saturday 24 December - Sunday 8 

January 2023    
St Mark’s Parish Office will be 
closed during this time.  
For emergencies please call (02) 
9181 1795 and leave a message for 
us to contact you as soon as we can.  

Thank you to all who took the time to deliver our 
Parish flyers to our neighbours.  

We look forward to welcoming the community  
to St Mark’s during this Christmastide Season.   

Wednesday  
7, 14 & 21 
December  
7:30pm  

 
All Welcome 

upstairs in the  
Parish Centre  

Join Sr Antonia for Prayer Connection  
 

Pray, reflect and enjoy a conversation with God. 
  

Thursday following 9:30am Mass  
8 & 22 December  

Pray to prepare for Advent   
St Mark’s Church  

 

followed by a morning tea and a  
chat in the Parish Centre.  

Connect and reflect with prayer, based on the 
liturgical seasons, our interests are endless.  

 

If you feel you would benefit from such a group and 
would like to share your experience with others, or 

just attend and enjoy the company you would be 
made to feel very welcome.  

Christmas at St Mark’s  
        Letterbox Drop  

 

"Christian pilgrim", it says, "you have before your eyes the Holy 
House of Loreto, venerable throughout the world on account of the 
Divine mysteries accomplished in it and the glorious miracles herein 
wrought. It is here that most holy Mary, Mother of God, was born, 
here that she was saluted by the Angel, here that the eternal Word of 
God was made Flesh. Angels conveyed this House from Palestine to 
the town Tersato in Illyria in the year of salvation 1291 in the 
pontificate of Nicholas IV. Three years later, in the beginning of the 
pontificate of Boniface VIII, it was carried again by the ministry of 
angels and placed in a wood near this hill, in the vicinity of 
Recanati, in the March of Ancona, where having changed its station 
thrice in the course of a year, at length, by the will of God, it took up 
its permanent position on this spot three hundred years ago (now, of 
course, more than 600). © cna 



   St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
 

Monday & Friday 8:00am  
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am 
 

Saturday 12 noon  
Saturday Reconciliation 11:30am - 11:55am  

 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm  

 

 Scan the QR code to donate to support the  
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

 
St Mark’s Catholic Parish  

33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     
Tel: (02) 9181 1795    

Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP   
Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    
Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your 
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on 

the pew for others to pick up.  

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

 

        We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s 
 

Leon Taylor Green,  
Sophia Juliana Dolcetti, Lucia Ragusa 

& Mila Grace Votano.  
and we congratulate their parents. 

   God bless you. 

 
Sacrament of Penance 

Confession | 
Reconciliation  

Available every Saturday 
during  Advent  

From 11am - 11:55am  

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and 

vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:  
Heather Burbidge, Roslyn Chew, Aaron Wood, Michelle 
Clancy, Pat Kenna, Joanna McGill, Giuseppina Pinto,  
Maureen Hanvey, Jenny Taubhorn, Nancy Rice,  
Nora Bateman, Milly Di Blasio, Rocco Zoccali,  
Lina Giannandrea, Meagan Ficarra, Patricia Ficarra,  
Wendy Madden and Patricia Ryan. 

Remembering those who have gone before us.  

Ermanno Guerinoni, Patrick Griffith, Ronald Bowry,  
 

Recently Deceased. Colin Fisher, Archbishop Anthony’s father 

Here’s to our absent loved ones;  
God bless them and grant  

them eternal peace.   
 

Interfaith Christmas Remembrance Service  
18 December 2022 7:30pm  

St Mary’s Cathedral  

St Mark’s Primary School  
Year 6 Graduation Class. 

Our Year 6 students graduate this week and 
we wish them every success in their spiritual 

and academic future.  
 

God our Father, we give you thanks for bringing these 
young people to this special moment in their lives.  
We ask you to accompany them as they face new 

adventures and challenges.  
May the paths they take always lead to you, and to the 
eternal joy that is their inheritance through Baptism.  

Amen.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

 

 

$2 

Available in the Church foyer  

 

* Back on the Streets. Fr Chris Riley opens up 

about his ‘Miracle ’  recovery.  

* Faith in the marketplace.  

* Get ready for .. . The Catechism in a Year.  

Gospel Reflection: When John the Baptist performed baptism it was for the forgiveness of sin. The baptism he gave was a mark of the 
desire to enter into a new life of right action. It was not a baptism of initiation into community that is the case today. John had two 
key words that he is recorded as preaching: repent and prepare. His call for repentance was a call to turn away from sin; a call to 
have a change of heart; a call to turn one’s life around and make a fresh start. His call for preparation is in the long line of prophets 
that includes the great prophet Isaiah from whom we take today’s first reading. All of the prophets urged the people towards hope in 
the future. Isaiah and others spoke specifically of a person – a Messiah – who would bring that hope to reality. But the tradition de-
manded a readiness for the Messiah and that was the call to preparation that John the Baptist echoed at the beginning of the public 
life of Jesus. 

John’s taunting of the Pharisees and Sadducees is an indication of this need for preparation and readiness. He accuses them of being 
too confident of their own rightness. He demands proof from them of their honest repentance: ‘but if you are repentant, produce the 
appropriate fruit’. Rather, he suspects that they think that salvation is assured for them by virtue of being a Jew; a son of Abraham. 
He warns them that an axe hangs poised to cut down any part of the Jewish tradition that is failing to produce good fruit. This is a 
theme that is picked up later by Jesus himself; you can’t be complacent about your own position, you have to welcome the new truth 
revealed by Jesus and give yourself wholeheartedly to God. 

Living the Gospel – Prepare Ye! John the Baptist’s call to ‘Prepare the way of the Lord’ is a summary of the purpose of the season of 
Advent. Every year, as we celebrate the Nativity, we celebrate once again the presence of God in our world. God became incarnate in 
the world through Jesus but also always was and continues to be incarnate in the world through each person. If we are to accept this 
reality and live it out, we need to remind ourselves this Advent to prepare the way for the Lord to be present in and through us every 
day of our lives. 

Gospel Focus – Out of the wilderness: The wilderness holds a special place in scripture. Time spent in the wilderness is associated 
with a time of preparation for undertaking a special purpose. When Moses led the people from Egypt they wandered in the  
wilderness for 40 years. This was a time of renewing themselves after their time in Egypt and rediscovering their covenant with God. 
After his baptism, Jesus retreats to the wilderness to prepare for his public ministry. It was also out of the wilderness that a lot of  
rebellion and unrest emerged. A desire for change and action is what comes out of the wilderness. 

Scriptural context – Brood of Vipers! The gospel of Matthew in particular casts the Pharisees in a very dim light. John’s insult to 
them, calling them a brood of vipers, is indeed echoed by Jesus later in this gospel. In this gospel, Jesus describes the Pharisees as 
hypocrites and blind guides. The community for whom this gospel was written were predominantly Jewish Christians. However, at 
the time of writing serious cracks were appearing in the relationship between the Jewish community and the Christian sect. This  
gospel aligns closely with the Jewish tradition but is very critical of the inflexibility of the Pharisees  
 

Questions? 
Q. How would a character like John be regarded today?   
Q. How does our society tend to respond to those who bear a prophetic message?     
Q. How do you think the Pharisees and Sadducees would have reacted to what John said to them?   
Q. What does it mean to truly repent?                © Greg Sunter  

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/
https://divinerenovation.org/events/


Welcome to 2021  

 
 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.  Website: Archdiocese of  Sydney  Safeguarding  and Child Protection   

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/

