
THREE KINGS DAY.  
Todays Feast of Epiphany has a malevolent motif in the 
presence of Herod taking an interest in these wandering 
men of the East looking for a newborn king. The outcome 
was the slaying of all male children and the fleeing of the 
Holy Family to safety in Egypt. The Magi follow the star and 
do the Christ child homage. Returning to the East by 
another route avoiding Herod and the political and 
diplomatic implications of the time. 
 

We need to follow the Star in our lives and come to Christ 
bringing our gifts, materially (Gold), spiritually putting God 
at the centre of our lives (Frankincense) and living our lives 
with the desire to love God and others as Jesus taught and 
so be ready when he comes in glory (Myrrh) oil for 
anointing the dead. 
 

Sometimes we need to change route as the magi do being 
astute and thoughtful followers of Jesus. Todays Feast 
represents the whole world coming to Jesus and in some 
parts of the Church this is a more important feast than 
Christmas emphasising the universality of the message of 
salvation. Let us strive this year to bring others to Jesus by 
our witnessing of our lives lived for God and others as a 
lifegiving and joyful heralds of the Good News. 

 
  In marking our homes with the blessed    
 chalk may we mark our lives by good 
 living and loving of others. 
 
 

   Yours, in the Lord Jesus, 
   Fr Michael McLean,  Parish Priest 

The Epiphany of the Lord Year A  

- 8 January 2023 -    

Blessing the Chalk 2023 
Priest: Our help is the name of the Lord:  

All: The maker of heaven and earth. 
 

Priest: The Lord shall watch over your going out and your 
coming in:  

All: From this time forth for evermore. 
 

Priest: The Lord be with you. 
All: And with your spirit. 

 

Let us pray. 
Loving God, bless this chalk which you have created, that it 
may be helpful to your people; and grant that through the 

invocation of your most Holy Name all who use it in faith to 
write upon the doors of their homes the names of your saints, 
Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar, may receive health of body 

and protection of soul for all who dwell in or visit their home; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Chalking the Door:   
Collect your chalk from the Church foyer 

An Epiphany House Blessing 2023 
Family and friends gather to ask God’s blessing on their homes 
and those who live in or visit the home. It is an invitation for 

Jesus to be a daily guest in our home, our comings and goings, 
our conversations, our works and play, our joys and sorrows. 

One way of doing this is to use chalk blessed during the 
Epiphany liturgy and write above the home’s entryway,  

start with the previous year  
22 + C + M + B + 23.  

Then the letters C, M, B which have two meanings. They are 
the initials of the traditional names of the three magi: Caspar, 

Melchior, and Balthazar. They also abbreviate the Latin 
words Christus mansionem benedicat,  

“May Christ bless the house.”  
The “+” signs represent the cross, and 2023 is the new year.  

 

Instructions for Blessing the Home 
Using the blessed chalk write 22 + C + M + B + 23 on the 

lintel of your front door (front porch step or convenient 
location) while saying: 

The three Wise Men, Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar, 
followed the star of God’s Son who became human two 

thousand and twenty-three years ago. May Christ bless our 
home and remain with us throughout the new year. Amen. 

 

Then offer the following prayer: 
Visit, O blessed Lord, this home with the gladness of your 

presence. Bless all who live or visit here with the gift of your love; 
and grant that we may manifest your love to each other and to all 

whose lives we touch. May we grow in grace and in the 
knowledge and love of you; guide, comfort, and strengthen us in 

peace, O Jesus Christ, now and for ever. Amen.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

 
 

Gospel                                       Matthew 2.1-12 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
We have come from the East to pay homage to the king.       
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in  
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to  
Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and 
have come to pay him homage.” 
 

When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 
Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests 
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of 
Judea; for so it has been written by the Prophet: ‘And you, 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler 
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 
 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned 
from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 
Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring 
me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 
 

When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its  
rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 
When they saw that the star had stopped, they were  
overwhelmed with joy. 
 

On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a 
dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country 
by another road.  

Gospel Acclamation                   See Matthew 2.2 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
We have seen his star in the east;  
and have come to adore the Lord.  
Alleluia. 

St Mark’s Parish 
United in Baptism, Nourished by the Eucharist,  

Guided by the Holy Spirit,  
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 

Living and Proclaiming the Gospel,  
Reaching Out to Those in Need,  

Journeying Together, Growing in Faith.  

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton 
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of 
the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, 

and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English 
in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 

International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana. 
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal 

© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

The Epiphany of the Lord.  
Entrance Antiphon             Cf. Mal 3:1; 1 Chr 29:12

(All) Behold, the Lord, the Mighty One, has come; and 
kingship is in his grasp, and power and dominion. 

The Gloria 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to  
people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away 
the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you take away the 
sins of the world, receive our prayer; you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. For you alone 
are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the 
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of 
God the Father.  
Amen.              
 
 

First Reading                             Isaiah 60.1-6 

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 
The glory of the Lord has risen upon you.        
Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you! 
For darkness shall cover the earth, 
and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the Lord will arise upon you, 
and his glory will appear over you. 
Nations shall come to your light, 
and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
Lift up your eyes and look around; 
they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, 
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
 

Then you shall see and be radiant; 
your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.  
 

Responsorial Psalm   
Psalm 72, 1-2,7-8,10-11,12-13 (R.see11b+Ps98.3c)   

(R.) Lord every nation on earth will adore you.        
 

1. Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness 
to a king’s son. May he judge your people with 
righteousness, and your poor with justice. (R.) 
 

2. In his days may righteousness flourish and peace abound, 
until the moon is no more. May he have dominion from sea 
to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. (R.) 
 

3. May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles render him 
tribute, may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts. May all 
kings fall down before him, all nations give him service. (R.) 
 

4. For he delivers the needy when they call, the poor and the 
one who have no helper. He has pity on the weak and the 
needy, and saves the lives of the needy. (R.) 

 

Second Reading                          Ephesians 3.2-3a, 5-6 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians. 
Now the mystery has been revealed: now the Gentiles have become 
fellow heirs of the promise.                     
Surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s 
grace that was given me for you, and how the mystery was 
made known to me by revelation. 
 

In former generations this mystery was not made known to 
humanity as it has now been revealed to his holy Apostles 
and Prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become 
fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the 
promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel.  



 

The Epiphany of the Lord. 
Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life 
everlasting. Amen

Prayers of the Faithful  
Leader: As we gather to celebrate the revelation of Jesus as 
the light of the world, let us turn to his Father and ours,  
confident that he will hear us.    
 

Reader: Let us pray for all members of the Church, that they 
may let the light of Christ shine in their lives. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for all the nations of the world, that the 
peace of Christ will be found among them. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for all who are seeking meaning and 
purpose in their lives, that they will come to recognise Christ 
as the source of wisdom and light. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for all who are sick or suffering,  
neglected or bereaved, that the light of Christ will shine in 
their lives.  (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Reader: Let us pray for those who have died, that they may 
know the peace of God’s Kingdom. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

Leader: Heavenly Father, enlighten our darkness and help 
up to proclaim the light of your Son to the world.  
We ask this through Jesus, our Lord.      
All: Amen. 
 

Communion Antiphon                     Cf. Mt 2:2

(All) We have seen his star in the East, and have come 
with gifts to adore the Lord. 

Sydney’s own “saint in waiting” Servant of God Eileen 
O’Connor will be honoured at a special Mass on the 
anniversary of her death on Tuesday 10 January at St Brigid’s 
church in Coogee in the neighbourhood where she once lived 
and ministered to the disadvantaged.  
 

Eileen, a laywoman, who died in 1921, is revered for having  
co-founded Our Lady’s Nurses for the Poor in 1913, a religious 
order committed to nursing the sick and poor in their homes. 
 

The official cause for her 
canonisation was opened in 
February 2020 and she is on track 
to one day be made Australia’s 
next saint. © Catholic Weekly 

A Whisper Echoing Heaven: 
Let us focus on Jesus' mystical experience as he emerged from 
the waters of the River Jordan. 
 

‘Suddenly the heavens opened.’ Heaven and earth are 
communicating again! If heaven appeared closed to humankind 
it is now open again. ‘And he saw the spirit of God descending 
like a dove and coming down on him.’ Jesus experienced ‘like a 
dove does’ – a sense of being hovered over by the Divine 
presence ‘in dove-like fashion’. 
 

‘And a voice spoke from Heaven: “This is my Son, the beloved, 
my favour rests on him”.’ In the Jewish tradition this sort of 
intuitive sensation is called the bat qol, the daughter of a voice, 
a whisper echoing heaven. 
 

Each of us has shared in the baptism of Our Lord, been 
incorporated into His baptism. Divine love and power streamed 
from heaven to earth into each one of you; the Holy Spirit 
hovered gently over you; and deep down, at the intimate 
wellspring of your life, the Divine voice was heard whispering: 
 

‘You are my beloved daughter’ or ‘You are my beloved son,’ 
‘My favour rests on you.’ 
 

We could pause for a moment to resolve to recall each morning 
the heavenly whisper at our baptism and then re-echo it in our 
lives.                               © Fr Michael Tate  

STARS AND SEEKERS AFTER TRUTH:  
Unlike the writers of the horoscope columns in our 
newspapers, these Wise Men were scholar astrologers, 
probably from Syria or Iraq. They believed that the stars 
controlled the destiny of human beings, but they were open 
enough to the Hebrew scriptures to be led to the amazing 
discovery of a star-child in Bethlehem. 
 

They knelt before this baby, doing homage, because they 
realised that the stars did not control this infant, but that there 
was something of this baby which caused the night sky to 
respond!  They preserved the child from the deadly schemes of 
Herod, and then they returned to their home country, ‘by a 
different way’. They were on a different journey after 
encountering the Child.  
Who can doubt that the Holy Spirit led these wise men from the 
East to the manger? In fact, the Holy Spirit is at work in every 
human being, prompting each and every one to become seekers 
after Truth. 
As a person responds to this prompting and tries to lead a good 
humane life, then the Church teaches that the Holy Spirit can 
draw them into the saving life of God. Thus, billions in China 
and India who have never heard the 
Gospel, can be saved. But, such 
persons do not savour the fullness of 
Truth as we do with the privilege of 
having the scriptures and the 
sacraments. Where it is possible, we 
are obliged to offer them the road map 
to the Truth.  
We can take a moment to affirm our 
faith in the baby in the manger as the 
One of whom Dante spoke: ‘the Love 
which moves the sun and other stars’.  
Come, let us adore him.           
© Fr Michael Tate  



As a well-spent day brings happy sleep,  
So life well used brings happy death.  

Leonardo da Vinci 1452  

In our thoughts and prayers  

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
 

Monday & Friday 8:00am  
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am 
 

Saturday 12 noon  
Saturday Reconciliation 11:30am - 11:55am  

 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm  

 

 Scan the QR code to donate to support the  
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

 
St Mark’s Catholic Parish  

33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     
Tel: (02) 9181 1795    

Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP   
Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    
Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your 
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on 

the pew for others to pick up.  

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and 
vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:  
Brian and Anne Johnson, Heather Burbidge, Roslyn Chew,  
Pat Kenna, Joanna McGill, Giuseppina Pinto, Nancy Rice,  
Maureen Hanvey, Jenny Taubhorn, Nora Bateman,  
Milly Di Blasio, Rocco Zoccali, Lina Giannandrea,  
Wendy Madden and Patricia Ryan. 
 

Remembering those who have gone before us. 

Santina Macaluco, Marie Ryan, Assunta Sanzari, Geoff Rice, 
and Fr Kevin Muldoon.  

Recently Deceased:  John Michael Young.  

 

WELCOME VISITORS TO  
ST MARK’S CATHOLIC CHURCH  

May the New Year bring you 
blessings for a prosperous life.   

 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. Website: Archdiocese of  Sydney  Safeguarding  and Child Protection   

In memory during the Holidays 
During the holidays, we remember the loved ones who will 

not be with us this year, our parishioners and family members 
who have passed. They are in our hearts as we come together 
to celebrate the birth of the Jesus. Even though they are not 
with us physically, we know that they are held in the loving 

mercy of God. Because of our faith we know they are 
celebrating with all the angels and saints in heaven.  

Have you thought! The feast of the Epiphany celebrates the 
revelation of Jesus to humankind. The wise men are the 
representatives of humanity bearing witness to this revelation. 
However, the Epiphany celebrates the revelation of Jesus as 
not only the Messiah of Israel but the Saviour of the whole 
world. Interestingly, in this gospel that emphasises the 
‘Jewishness’ of Jesus, the witnesses to the birth are gentiles 
from a foreign land. Their inclusion is a powerful declaration 
that the revelation of Jesus is for all people. Regardless of the 
liturgical year, this reading is always used on the feast of the 
Epiphany to celebrate this pivotal moment.  

The Epiphany of the Lord  
Sunday 8 January 2023  

 

The family gathers to ask God’s blessing on their home and 
on those who live in or visit the home. Do not forget to 
start the New Year with Chalking the Door, collect your 

blessing and chalk at all Masses.  
 

It’s a reminder of God’s presence in our daily lives and a 
dedication of the year and everything that will happen 

during it, to God.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/

