
Maranatha - Come Lord Jesus.  
We begin the Season of Advent this Sunday. This Season of 
the Church’s liturgical cycle passes very quickly because of 
the build up to Christmas within our society. It is over in the 
blink of an eye and can pass without much reflection and 
prayer. 
 

I invite you to ‘buck the trend’ and to take some time out 
for yourself. Please take time to reflect on the Advent 
Bulletin and the resources presented. Come and participate 
in the liturgical life of your parish, use the little Blue Books 
for personal or family prayer, come to one of the 
Wednesday night Advent sessions for prayer, reflection and 
Gospel, or take a walk and some time out for yourself. 
 

The first two Sundays focus on the coming of Christ in glory 
at the end of time and the second two Sundays on the 
approaching Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 
This Sunday we are encouraged not be too preoccupied 
with earthly things because the end could come very 
quickly and if we are not ready and prepared, we could be 
caught short. 
 

We await the coming of the Son of Man with joy and hope. 
We pray at each Mass after the Our Father “as we await the 
blessed hope and the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”. 
 

   The Advent prayer  
     Maranatha  
   “Come Lord Jesus”. 
 

Yours, in the Lord Jesus, 
Fr Michael McLean,  Parish Priest 

  Stay Awake! 
Prepare for the  

Coming of Christ. 
 

St Mark’s  
Advent Program  

 Wednesday  
30 November  

at 7:30pm  
with Fr Michael  
upstairs in the  
Parish Centre  
All Welcome.  

First Sunday of  Advent - Year A 

- 27 November 2022 -    

“Keep awake, therefore,  
for you do not know on what day 

your Lord is coming”.  
Matthew 24:44 

 

 
 
 
 

Come, Lord Jesus, we need you! 
Rouse us from the slumber of mediocrity;  

Awaken us from the darkness of indifference. 
Come, Lord Jesus,  

Take our distracted hearts and make them watchful.  
Awaken within us the desire to pray and the need to love.  

Pope Francis 

It is time to invite our neighbours to join our Parish community to 

celebrate Christmas at St Mark’s. Our annual letterbox drop for the 

distribution of flyers are available from this weekend.  

*   Flyers are in bundles of 25. 

*   Sign your name to your street of choice. 

*   If your street is not available select another street.  

*   The number in Red is an estimate only of mailboxes.  

*   We ask that you only do the street chosen, to avoid duplication.  

*   Any undelivered flyers please return to the Parish office ASAP.  

Christmas at St Mark’s Letterbox Drop  

Thank you for your time and leg work! 

This Season is a gift, given to us each year by our 
Mother Church, to purify us so that we may 

experience the tender and intimate love of Jesus.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

 
 

Gospel                                      Matthew 24.37 - 44 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Keep away, therefore, you also must be ready.       
Jesus spoke to his disciples: “As the days of Noah were, so 
will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days 
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and 
they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all 
away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two 
will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two 
women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and 
one will be left. 
“Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day 
your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the 
house had known in what part of the night the thief was  
coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let 
his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, 
for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”  

1st Sunday of Advent - Hope 
Entrance Antiphon                      Cf. Ps 24:1-3

(All) To you, I lift up my soul, O my God. In you, I have 
trusted; let me not be put to shame. Nor let my enemies 
exult over me; and let none who hope in you be put to 
shame. 
 
 

First Reading                               Isaiah 2.1-5 

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah 
The Lord gathers all the nations into the everlasting peace of the 
kingdom of God. .        
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah 
and Jerusalem. In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s 
house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall 
stream to it. 
Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to 
the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his 
paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, 
and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their 
swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more. 
O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!  
 
 

Responsorial Psalm         Psalm 122.1-2,4-5,6-7,8-9(R.see.1)   

(R.) Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.        
 

1. I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house 
of the Lord!” Our feet are standing within your gates, O 
Jerusalem. (R.) 
 

2. To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, as it was 
decreed for Israel, to give thanks to the name of the Lord. 
For there the thrones for judgment were set up, the thrones 
of the house of David.  (R.) 
 

3. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who 
love you. Peace be within your walls, and security within 
your towers.” (R.) 
 

4. For the sake of my relatives and friends I will say, “Peace 
be within you.” For the sake of the house of the Lord our 
God, I will seek your good.  (R.) 

Gospel Acclamation                     Psalm 85.7 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Lord show us your mercy and love, and grant us your 
salvation.  
Alleluia. 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana. 
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal 

© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

St Mark’s Parish 
United in Baptism,  

Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel,  

Reaching Out to Those in Need,  
Journeying Together,  

Growing in Faith.  

Second Reading                             Romans 13.11-14 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans. 
Salvation is nearer to us now.                   
Brothers and sisters, you know what time it is, how it is now 
the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is 
nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night 
is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of 
darkness and put on the armour of light; let us live honourably 
as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in 
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and 
jealousy. 
Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision 
for the flesh, to gratify its desires.  

Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life 
everlasting.  
Amen 

First Sunday of Advent: Hope 
Hope doesn’t come from nowhere. The hope of God’s 
people in the Bible comes from the fact that God made 

them specific promises: of peace, of an eternal kingdom 
to be established by the Messiah, of a creation finally 
healed and at rest. So the readings for this week focus 
especially on God’s promises. Becoming acquainted 

with these promises is a good first step in coming to a 
deeper knowledge of who God is. 



    

1st Sunday of Advent - Hope 

Prayers of the Faithful  
Leader: Let us turn to God our Father in confidence that he 
will hear us.      
 

Reader: Let us pray that in this Season of Advent we may 
set aside time to reflect in prayer on the Lord’s coming to 
dwell amongst us. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for all who are ill in body or mind; that 
the Lord grant them courage and healing. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for all who are facing financial  
difficulties; that they may receive the help and support they 
need.  (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for ourselves, that during this season of 
preparation we may find ways to deepen our faith and to 
stand ready for the Lord. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Reader: We pray for all who have died in consequence of 
war and for all the faithful departed, that they may enter into 
the Lord’s peace. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

Leader: Heavenly Father, keep us watchful for the day of 
the coming of your kingdom of justice and of peace.  
We make our prayers through Christ our Lord.   
All: Amen. 
 

Communion Antiphon                      Ps 84:13

(All) The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall 
yield its increase. 

Preparing for Advent   
 

1: Collect your 
Advent Bulletin 

 

2: Blue Book  
(a coin donation is 

appreciated)  
 

3: Join Fr Michael on 
Wednesday for  

‘Stay Awake’, let us come 
closer to Jesus this Advent. 

BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 PRAYER FOR BLESSING 

 

Priest:  
Let us ask our heavenly 

Father to bless us  
 

Father,  
we praise you for sending 

your Son  
to save us from our sins 

and to be light in our 
darkness. 

Bless † us as we gather in 
his name, 

and bless † this wreath as a 
sign of his light among us.  

We ask this blessing 
through Christ our Lord. 
 

                    All:  Amen. 

This week at St Mark’s we congratulate our candidates 
who received their Sacrament of Penance,  

First Reconciliation.  
We would like to thank Fr Michael, Fr Denis,  

Fr Sebastian and Fr Egan, and all their families for their 
support on their faithful journey.    



Words of the Holy Father  
Today Advent begins, the liturgical time which 

prepares us for Christmas, inviting us to lift our gaze 
and open our hearts to welcome Jesus.  

During Advent we do not just live in anticipation of 
Christmas; we are also called to rekindle the 

anticipation of the glorious return of Christ, when he 
will return at the end of time, preparing ourselves, 

with consistent and courageous choices, for the final 
encounter with him.  

We remember Christmas, we await the glorious 
return of Christ, and also our personal encounter: 

the day in which the Lord will call.  
During these four weeks we are called to leave 

behind a resigned and routine way of life and to go 
forth, nourishing hope,  

nourishing dreams for a new future.  
(Pope Francis)  

https://stmdrummoyne.syd.catholic.edu.au/enrolment/enrol-now


†First Sunday of Advent - Letter Box Drop                

It is time to distribute the Christmas flyers 
and invite our neighbours to our Parish to 
celebrate Christmas. Flyers will be available 
for collection to distribute from this weekend.  

†Wednesday 30 November - Saint Andrew           

Andrew told his brother Simon: We have found the 
Messiah, the Christ, and he brought him to Jesus.  

†Wednesday 30 Nov, 7,14 & 21 Dec - Stay Awake Advent                  

St Mark’s Advent program begins, prepare for the Coming 
of Christ, led by Fr Michael with guest speakers.  
Let us come closer to Jesus this Advent. Let us stay awake! 
Let us set aside time to pray, to reflect on His Word, and to 
avail ourselves of the Sacraments, so that when we 
celebrate His birth, we can offer Him the gift of hearts and 
lives truly transformed. 7:30pm Parish Centre.  

†Saturday 3 December - Francis Xavier          

Francis Xavier, one of the first Jesuits who went on to 
evangelize vast portions of Asia. Go and teach all people 
my gospel. I am with you always, until the end of the 
world.   

†Saturday | Sunday 3 & 4 December  - Vinnies Appeal           

Support our Vinnies Christmas Appeal where you can help 
struggling families at breaking point this Christmas.  
“A little bit of care can change someone’s life”   

†Thursday 8 - 25 December - Christmas at the Cathedral                  

Presented by Paynter Dixon, St Mary’s Cathedral Forecourt. 
Festivities begin at 7pm with Christmas market stalls, food, 
fun activities for the kids and live entertainment.  

†Sunday 11 December  - ‘Rejoice’ Morning tea           

Rose Sunday Morning Tea following 9:00am Mass is to 
thank all Parishioners and Parish volunteers for their 
support during the last year. All Welcome.  

†Tuesday 13 December  - Sacrament of Penance            

The 2nd Rite of the Sacrament of Penance (Confession | 
Reconciliation ) will be held at St Mark’s at 7:30pm this is 
a combined Parish event with several priests available.  

†Friday 16  December  - ‘Schola Nova Choir’             

Performing traditional Christmas sounds in our historic 
Church, welcome the Christmas Spirit with readings and 
song at 7:00pm.   

†Saturday 17 December  - Christmas Novena              

This Novena introduces the Great "O's" of Advent. 
As the most intensive phase of Advent preparation begins.  
The "O Antiphons" are seven jewels of liturgical song, one 
for each day until Christmas Eve.   

†Monday 26 December - Boxing Day                   

8:00am Morning Mass with morning prayer of the Church 
beginning 15 minutes prior to Mass. 

†Saturday 24 December - Sunday 8 January 2023    

St Mark’s Parish Office Closed                  
Our office will be closed during this 
time. For emergencies please call (02) 
9181 1795 and leave a message for 
us to contact you as soon as we can.  

The Parish Pastoral Council invite all 

parishioners and Parish volunteers to say 

‘thank you’     

join us for a cuppa 
 

Sunday 11 December 2022 
 

“Rejoice” Rose Sunday Morning Tea  

following 9:00am Mass  

All Welcome  

The beautiful Season of Advent is approaching.  
Let us make the most of this precious time to gather 

in our parish to prepare for the coming of Jesus.  

Wednesday  
30 November &  

7, 14 & 21 
December  
7:30pm  

 
All Welcome 
upstairs in the  
Parish Centre  

Join Sr Antonia for Prayer Connection  
 

Pray, reflect and enjoy a conversation with God. 
  

Thursday following 9:30am Mass  
8 & 22 December  

Pray to prepare for Advent   
St Mark’s Church  

 

followed by a morning tea and a  
chat in the Parish Centre.  

Connect and reflect with prayer, based on the 
liturgical seasons, our interests are endless.  

 

If you feel you would benefit from such a group and 
would like to share your experience with others, or 

just attend and enjoy the company you would be 
made to feel very welcome.  

Advent has a twofold character, for it is a time of preparation 
for the Solemnities of Christmas, in which the First Coming of 

the Son of God to humanity is remembered, and likewise a 
time when, by remembrance of this, minds and hearts are led 
to look forward to Christ’s Second Coming at the end of time. 

For these two reasons, Advent is a period of devout and 
expectant delight. 



   St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
 

Monday & Friday 8:00am  
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am 
 

Saturday 12 noon  
Saturday Reconciliation 11:30am - 11:55am  

 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm  

 

 Scan the QR code to donate to support the  
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

 
St Mark’s Catholic Parish  

33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     
Tel: (02) 9181 1795    

Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP   
Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    
Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your 
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on 

the pew for others to pick up.  

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

 

        We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s 
 

Alana Louise Ronan &  
Adeline Sophia Ayoub 
and we congratulate their parents. 

   God bless you. 

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and 

vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:  
Aaron Wood, Michelle Clancy, Pat Kenna, Joanna McGill, 
Giuseppina Pinto, Maureen Hanvey, Jenny Taubhorn,  
Nancy Rice, Nora Bateman, Milly Di Blasio, Rocco Zoccali,  
Lina Giannandrea, Meagan Ficarra, Patricia Ficarra,  
Heather Burbidge, Wendy Madden and Patricia Ryan.  

 

Recently Deceased and all our Anniversaries we remember   

      this November the month of the Holy Souls. 
 

Throughout November we celebrate the memory of our 
deceased family, friends, parishioners, neighbours,  

locally, nationally and globally.  
May they rest in peace.  

St Mark’s Vinnies Christmas Appeal is next weekend.  
Vinnies members will be here at each Mass to collect your 

envelopes which are available from the Church foyer.  

 
Sacrament of Penance 

Confession | 
Reconciliation  

Available every Saturday 
during  Advent  

From 11am - 11:55am  

Collect your  
Advent Bulletin  

for your  
Christmas Tree  

and Nativity Blessings.  

Death is not the end of the story  
Death does not end a relationship  

Life is changed not ended.  
 

Taizé Prayer Service  
29 November at 6 - 8 pm 

St Michael The Archangel Chapel, Rookwood.  
 

Interfaith Christmas Remembrance Service  
18 December 2022 7:30pm  

St Mary’s Cathedral  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

 

 

$2 

Available in the Church foyer  

 

* Theology of the Body. Christopher West heads 

to Sydney.  

* NSW Floods: Refugees return the favour  

* Christmas at the Cathedral Lights.  

Gospel Reflection: The first Sunday of Advent sees the commencement of the new liturgical year. This new liturgical cycle is referred 
to as Year A and features the gospel of Matthew. (Year B features the gospel of Mark and Year C, that we have just completed,  
features the gospel of Luke.) Advent comes from the Latin word Adventus which literally means ‘coming’; it is also reflected in the 
Greek word Parousia, which is used to describe the second coming of Jesus. So Advent is a time of preparation and anticipation of the 
coming of Christ into the world that is celebrated in the Nativity at Christmas. The gospel passage chosen for today’s reading richly 
expresses that anticipation and need for preparation. 

It may seem a little confusing that we begin our year-long exploration of the gospel of Matthew by taking a reading from chapter 24. 
However, the need for readiness and alertness that Jesus speaks about in relation to the coming of the Kingdom is equally  
suitable for a modern audience when preparing to celebrate once again the coming of Jesus into the world. Jesus is the best  
expression of the Kingdom that we have yet experienced and so rather than seeing the choice of this passage as a confusion, we 
should recognise the alignment that exists between the anticipation of the Kingdom and the anticipation of the Nativity. 

The two great feasts of Christianity – the Nativity and Easter – are each preceded by a period of preparation: Advent and Lent.  
The emphasis of these seasons is on the mental and spiritual preparation to fully enter into one of the great mysteries of faith. In the  
Nativity, we celebrate God become human; God present in the world in a physical way. Advent is a time to remember the many and 
varied  

Gospel Focus – Get Ready!  Jesus draws a parallel between the people in Noah’s time and the people of his own time. What it reflects 
is a complacency that periodically overtook the Jewish people. When the people bound themselves to God in covenant their lives 
gradually became better. Inevitably, their lives improved to such a state that they forgot God was responsible for their blessings. They 
ignored their relationship with God and became complacent about their good fortune. Ultimately, their comfort was brought to an 
end and they recognised once again their need for God. Jesus calls the people to get ready because the pattern is repeating  
itself.  

Scriptural context – Burglars in the night: The teachings and sayings of Jesus reveal him to be a clever public speaker and story teller. 
His use of imagery and language captivated the imagination of his audience. However, we have tended to endow his every word with 
awesome significance and layers of meaning. Today’s reading is an example where Jesus used a confronting image  
simply to gain his audience’s attention. He does not intend to suggest that God sneaks up on us like a burglar and is seeking to catch 
us out. The image conveys the need to prepare for what might happen unexpectedly  

Historical Context – The Advent Wreath: One of the major symbols of the Advent season is the wreath. The encircling wreath is  
symbolic of God without beginning or end and the green foliage represents our hope in God. There are usually five candles in the 
wreath, a central white candle representing the light of Christ that came into the world and then four outside candles that are  
usually purple and rose coloured. The first candle is generally symbolic of Hope and Expectation. The third candle – the rose or pink 
candle – celebrates the Joy that is anticipated in the coming of Christ. The progressive lighting of the candles marks the journey  
towards the Nativity. 

Questions? 
Q. When Jesus speaks of the ‘coming of the Son of Man’, to what is he referring?  
Q. In what ways does the image of the burglar work as a call to vigilance and alertness?    
Q. How can you better enter into observing Advent as a time of preparation?       © Greg Sunter  

Register by 30 Nov  

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/
https://divinerenovation.org/events/


Welcome to 2021  

 
 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.  Website: Archdiocese of  Sydney  Safeguarding  and Child Protection   

 

Donate to  

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/

