Our Lord JESUS CHRIST, KING of the UNIVERSE
- 20 November 2022 Today, begin to prepare for Advent.

The highest grade of Feast day in the Church.

Collect your
1: Advent Bulletin

Today we celebrate the last Sunday of the Church’s Year
with the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the
Universe. We are reminded we are a pilgrim people looking
forward to the return of Christ in glory. The prayers of the
Church are proclaim today , His kingdom is one of truth
and life, holiness and grace, justice, love and peace.
The Gospel is confronting as it reminds us of the way we
treat others is the way that God will treat us. We are living
our judgment now by what we do and say and the
priorities we set for ourselves.
The children will celebrate for the first time this week the
Sacrament of Penance (Confession, Reconciliation) in their
preparation for First Communion. It is appropriate that we
consider our lives in the light of the teaching and example
of Christ and take the opportunity during Advent (which
begins next Sunday) to approach the Sacrament of
Penance, in preparing for Christmas spiritually. Each
Saturday during Advent we have confession with
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament concluding with
Benediction from 11am, prior to 12pm Mass.

I realise many are very busy on Saturdays but a short visit
to the Church during this time will be for you a quiet oasis
of prayer in our busy lives.
I thank those who have presented their Children for the
Sacrament of Penance and those who helped prepare
them. It takes a village to raise a child.
May Gods forgiveness and peace reign in all our lives.
Yours, in the Lord Jesus,
Fr Michael McLean, Parish Priest

2: Blue Book
(a coin donation is
appreciated)
3: Join Fr Michael from
Wednesday for
‘Stay Awake’, let us come closer to
Jesus this Advent.

Stay Awake!
Prepare for the
Coming of Christ.

Advent reminds us to stop and take
time to focus on what really counts
at this time of year,
to prepare for the arrival of our
Lord Jesus Christ,
both in the Nativity and in His
Second Coming.

St Mark’s
Advent Program
begins Wednesday
23 November
at 7:30pm
with Fr Michael
upstairs in the
Parish Centre
All Welcome.

St Mark’s Parish
United in Baptism,
Nourished by the Eucharist,
Guided by the Holy Spirit,
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community,
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel,
Reaching Out to Those in Need,
Journeying Together,
Growing in Faith.

Our Lord JESUS CHRIST, KING of the UNIVERSE
Entrance Antiphon

Rv 5:12; 1:6

(All) How worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive
power and divinity, and wisdom and strength and honour.
To him belong glory and power for ever and ever.

Gloria

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people
of good will.
We praise you, we bless you,
we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

First Reading

2 Samuel 5.1-3

A reading from the second book of Samuel
The elders anointed David as king over Israel.
All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron, and said,
“Look, we are your bone and flesh. For some time, while
Saul was king over us, it was you who led out Israel and
brought it in. The Lord said to you: ‘It is you who shall be
shepherd of my people Israel, you who shall be ruler over
Israel.’” So all the elders of Israel came to the king at
Hebron; and King David made a covenant with them at
Hebron before the Lord, and they anointed David king over
Israel.

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 122.1-2,3-4a,4b-5,6-7,8-9(R.1)
(R.) Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
1. I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house
of the Lord!” Our feet are standing within your gates, O
Jerusalem. (R.)
2. Jerusalem, built as a city that is bound firmly together.
To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord. (R.)
3. As it was decreed for Israel, to give thanks to the name of
the Lord. For there the thrones for judgment were set up, the
thrones of the house of David. (R.)
! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana.
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal
© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.

Second Reading

Colossians1.12-20

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Colossians.
God has transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son.
Give thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in
the inheritance of the saints in the light. The Father has
rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us
into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation; for in him all things in heaven and on earth were
created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or powers — all things have been created
through him and for him. Christ is before all things, and in him
all things hold together.
Christ is the head of the body, the Church; he is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come
to have first place in everything. For in Christ all the fullness
of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was
pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or
in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his Cross.

Gospel Acclamation

Mark 11.10

Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessed is the one who inherits the kingdom of David
our father. Blessed is the one who comes in the name
of the Lord. Alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 23.35-43

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
When Jesus had been crucified, the people stood by
watching; the leaders scoffed at him saying, “He saved
others: let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his
chosen one!” The soldiers also mocked Jesus, coming up
and offering him sour wine, and saying. “If you are the King of
the Jews, save yourself!” There was also an inscription over
Jesus, “This is the King of the Jews.”
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding
Jesus and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself
and us!”
But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God,
since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?
And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are
getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has
done nothing wrong.”
Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into
your kingdom.” Jesus replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will
be with me in Paradise.”

In 325, the First Ecumenical Council took place in the city of Nicea in Asia
Minor. During that Council, the dogma regarding Christ’s divinity was
defined to counteract the Arian heresy: “Christ is God, light from light, true
God from true God”. 1600 years later, in 1925, Pope Pius XI proclaimed that
the best way to defeat injustice was by acknowledging the kingship of Christ.
“For people are instructed in the truths of faith, and brought to appreciate
the inner joys of religion far more effectually by the annual celebration of
our sacred mysteries than by any official pronouncement of the teaching of
the Church. Such pronouncements usually reach only a few and the more
learned among the faithful; feasts reach them all; the former speak but once,
the latter speak every year - in fact, forever. The church's teaching affects the
mind primarily; her feasts affect both mind and heart, and have a salutary
effect upon the whole of man's nature” (Encyclical Quas primas, 11 December 1925).
The original date this feast was celebrated was the Sunday prior to All Saints Day (the last Sunday of October). But with the liturgical
reform of 1969, it was moved to the last Sunday of the liturgical year, thus highlighting that Jesus Christ, the King, is the destination of
our earthly pilgrimage. There are Biblical texts specific to all three years of the liturgical cycle which help us fully grasp the person of
Jesus.

The people stood by and watched; the rulers, meanwhile, sneered at him and said, “He saved others, let him save himself if he is the
chosen one, the Messiah of God.” Even the soldiers jeered at him. As they approached to offer him wine they called out, “If you are King
of the Jews, save yourself.” Above him there was an inscription that read, “This is the King of the Jews.” Now one of the criminals
hanging there reviled Jesus, saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us.” The other, however, rebuking him, said in reply,
“Have you no fear of God, for you are subject to the same condemnation? And indeed, we have been condemned justly, for the sentence
we received corresponds to our crimes, but this man has done nothing criminal.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come
into your kingdom.” He replied to him, “Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” (Lk. 23:35-43)

Our Lord JESUS CHRIST, KING of the UNIVERSE
Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from
the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life
everlasting. Amen
Prayers of the Faithful
Leader: The Lord is the King of the universe. Trusting in his
salvation, we offer our prayers for the world.
Reader: Let us pray that the Church bear witness to the
coming of God’s kingdom where faith, hope and love reign.
(pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: Let us pray that the poor and the lonely will know
God loves them by the way in which our community cares
for them. (pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: Let us pray for the safety of all people in flood affected areas. (pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: Let us pray for the children who will receive the
Sacrament of Penance for the first time in our parish
community, that they may be supported and guided by us
all. (pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: Let us pray that those who have died will receive
the grace of redemption in Christ’s heavenly home.
(pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: Lord God, you have rescued us and brought us into
the eternal kingdom of your son Jesus Christ. Hear our
prayers that we may embrace the cross of the King and let it
mould the shape of our lives. We ask this in the name of
Jesus Christ our King and Saviour.
All: Amen.
Communion Antiphon
Ps 28:10-11
(All) The Lord sits as King for ever. The Lord will bless his
people with peace.

The Sacrament of Penance
Reconciliation 2022.

First Reconciliation

Please keep all our candidates in your prayers.
When attending Mass, the children will be asked
to return their completed activity book.
Forgiving and loving God, help us today to forgive
those who have hurts us.
Forgive our own selfishness and help us to
reconcile with those we have hurt or offended.
We ask this through Christ our Lord
Amen

Tuesday 22 November & Thursday 24 November
Candidates will make their Sacrament of
Penance (Reconciliation | Confession) in
St Mark’s Church.
We thank all the families and Parish team who assisted
the children in their preparation for this Sacrament.

The Feast of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
celebrated annually on November 21st, commemorates
the presentation of the Blessed Virgin as a child by her
parents in the Temple in Jerusalem.
Before Mary's birth, her parents received a heavenly
message that they would bear a child. In thanksgiving
for the God's gift of Mary's birth, they brought her to the
Temple to consecrate their only daughter to The Lord.
The celebration of the Feast is first documented in the
11th century within the Byzantine Catholic Church.
It was introduced into the Roman Catholic Church in the
15th century by Pope Gregory XI, then removed from
the calendar by Pope Pius V in the mid 16th century.
Pope Sixtus V later re-established the feast in 1585, and
it is still celebrated today, commemorating the faith of
her parents, Joachim and Anne, and the purity of Mary.

A reference is often required from the parish priest, especially
when completing a school or employment nomination form .
For a Parish Priest Reference we ask for the following:
† The relevant part of the school or career Nomination form to
be filled out by the Parish Priest. Complete your section, prior
to providing the form to the Priest.
† A photo of you/your child who is being nominated, with the
other members of the family if possible.
† A one-page biography of the family’s involvement in the
Church and Parish community, including Planned Giving
Program Number, ministry and Parish (not school)
volunteering details.
Families are asked to be on the Parish Census when requesting
a reference.
† A stamped, pre-addressed envelope, unless the application is
to be emailed. References are sent direct to the school.

“There is nothing like the traditional Christmas experience: Choristers singing beautiful music in such an
inspiring building at this special time of year. What a great way to start Christmas!”
— Thomas Wilson, Director of Music, St Mary’s Cathedral

BUY TICKETS NOW

†Monday 21 Nov- Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you. Blessed are
you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.

†Tuesday 22 November - First Reconciliation 1st Rite
Candidates will make their Sacrament of Penance
(Reconciliation | Confession) in St Mark’s Church.

†Wednesday 23 November - Red Wednesday
St Mary's Cathedral will be lit in red and hold a Red
Wednesday Mass at 5:30 pm. Red Wednesday is an
initiative to pray for, and draw attention to, Christians
who suffer and are persecuted for their faith.

The Parish Pastoral Council invite all
parishioners and Parish volunteers to say
‘thank you’

join us for a cuppa
Sunday 11 December 2022
‘Rejoice’ Rose Sunday Morning Tea
following 9:00am Mass

All Welcome

†Wednesday 23, 30 Nov, 7,14 & 21 Dec - Stay Awake Advent
St Mark’s Advent program begins, prepare for the Coming
of Christ, led by Fr Michael with guest speakers.
Let us come closer to Jesus this Advent. Let us stay awake!
Let us set aside time to pray, to reflect on His Word, and to
avail ourselves of the Sacraments, so that when we
celebrate His birth, we can offer Him the gift of hearts and
lives truly transformed. 7:30pm Parish Centre.

†Thursday 24 November - First Reconciliation 1st Rite
Candidates will make their Sacrament of Penance
(Reconciliation | Confession) in St Mark’s Church.

†First Sunday of Advent - Letter Box Drop
It is time to distribute the Christmas flyers
and invite our neighbours to our Parish to
celebrate Christmas. Flyers will be available
for collection to distribute from next
weekend.

The beautiful Season of Advent is approaching.
Let us make the most of this precious time to gather
in our parish to prepare for the coming of Jesus.
Wednesday
23, 30 November
&
7, 14 & 21
December
7:30pm
All Welcome
upstairs in the
Parish Centre

†Saturday | Sunday 3 & 4 December - Vinnies Appeal
Support our Vinnies Christmas Appeal where you can help
struggling families at breaking point this Christmas.
“A little bit of care can change someone’s life”.

†Sunday 12 December - ‘Rejoice’ Morning tea
Rose Sunday Morning Tea following 9:00am Mass is to
thank all Parishioners and Parish volunteers for their
support during the last year. All Welcome.

†Friday 16 December - “Schola Nova Choir’
Performing traditional Christmas sounds in our historic
Church, welcome the Christmas Spirit with readings and
song at 7:00pm.

†Thursday 8 - 25 December - Christmas at the Cathedral
Presented by Paynter Dixon, St Mary’s Cathedral Forecourt.
Festivities begin at 7pm with Christmas market stalls, food,
fun activities for the kids and live entertainment

Join Sr Antonia for Prayer Connection
Pray, reflect and enjoy a conversation with God.
Every 2nd Thursday following 9:30am Mass
24 November, 8, & 22 December
Pray to prepare for Advent
St Mark’s Church
followed by a morning tea and a
chat in the Parish Centre.
Connect and reflect with prayer, based on the
liturgical seasons, our interests are endless.
If you feel you would benefit from such a group and
would like to share your experience with others, or
just attend and enjoy the company you would be
made to feel very welcome.
Join young adults from all across
Sydney for our Christmas Cocktail
End of Year Celebration
Wednesday 30 November 2022
6:30 PM - 9:30 PM
Canterbury Leagues Club
26 Bridge Road, Belmore NSW 2192
BUY TICKETS

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses
Monday & Friday 8:00am
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am
Wednesday 7:30am
Saturday 12 noon
Saturday Reconciliation 11:30am - 11:55am

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and
vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:
Joanna McGill, Giuseppina Pinto, Maureen Hanvey,
Jenny Taubhorn, Nancy Rice, Nora Bateman, Milly Di Blasio,
Rocco Zoccali, Lina Giannandrea, Meagan Ficarra,
Patricia Ficarra, Heather Burbidge, Wendy Madden and
Patricia Ryan.

Recently Deceased. Fr Peter Maher, Ronald Bowry.
Recently Deceased and all our Anniversaries we remember
this November the month of the Holy Souls.

November is the month of the Holy Souls.
During this month we pray especially for our departed
friends and loved ones who are making their journey
towards the eternal light of God.
Our prayer, and especially our greatest prayer - the Mass is offered daily for all souls on their journey to Heaven.

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm
Scan the QR code to donate to support the
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

We welcome into our faith community this
Sunday through the
Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s

Miles Artur Caixeiro Kovacevic,
Orlando James Charles Cassar &
Francesca Teresa Kay.
and we congratulate their parents.
God bless you.

Throughout November we celebrate the memory of our
deceased family, friends, parishioners, neighbours,
locally, nationally and globally.
May they rest in peace.

Eternal rest grant unto them,
O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May all the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Amen.

MINISTERS OF THE WORD:
To assist with our Mass schedule, could all Ministers
of the Word notify the Parish office of their
availability for our Christmas Masses and also for the
weeks during the month of December 2022 and the
holiday month of January 2023.

Break Open the Word
Ministers of the Word
are asked to collect their
Break Open the Word for
Liturgical Year A
Books can be collected
from the Sacristy
Year A begins
Sunday 27 November 2022
First Sunday of Advent.
St Mark’s Catholic Parish
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047
Tel: (02) 9181 1795
Email: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

St Mark’s Church Hearing
Loop installed

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on
the pew for others to pick up.

Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP
Priest in Residence: Fr Denis Minns OP
Pastoral Associate: Sr Antonia Nedu ISR
Chair Parish Pastoral Council: Ms Celine Cheng
School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.
St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land.

Gospel Reflection: The choice of today’s gospel passage in the lectionary appears to be twofold. Firstly, the inscription above the
crucified Christ reads, ‘This is the King of the Jews’, one of the scriptural references to Christ’s kingship – although that reference is
more complicated than it first appears. Secondly, the feast of Christ the King marks the end of the liturgical year and the end of the
year-long journey through the gospel of Luke. Given that the second half of the gospel is a physical and psychological journey
towards Jerusalem and the death that awaits Jesus there, it is fitting that the final reading for the liturgical year is the crucifixion.
When the feast of Christ the King was first conceived by Pope Pius XI in 1925, its intention was to emphasise the majesty and power
of Jesus Christ, King and ruler of the world. However, our understanding of ‘king’ as it can be applied to Jesus has changed
significantly in the intervening years. Despite earthly notions of kingship and the role of the Messiah, Jesus completely rejected such
expectations and assumed the role of servant to the poor and outcast. As we have seen throughout this year, the gospel of Luke
depicts in great detail the emphasis and priority that Jesus gave to the lowly and marginalised.
The theme that flows through the gospel is again captured in the account of the crucifixion. At this most critical point, it is a
criminal, crucified alongside Jesus, who responds in faith to Jesus and asks to join Jesus when he enters into his kingdom. The
criminal has a much better idea of the nature of the sort of king that Jesus really is than is revealed by the sign that Pilate has had
nailed to the cross.
Gospel Focus – A kingdom of inclusion: In response to the criminal’s faith, Jesus assures him, ‘today you will be with me in
paradise’. There is a certainty and immediacy about the response. Jesus does not tell him that some time in the future he will be
rewarded for his faith. No, it is today that the criminal will join Jesus in paradise. It is an expression of the welcome and inclusion
that Jesus has extended to the outsider and undervalued throughout his ministry. It is a clear indication that the Kingdom of God
that Jesus has worked to bring about is a kingdom of inclusion and welcome.
Historical Context – Christ the King: The Feast of Christ the King was introduced to the liturgical calendar by Pope Pius XI in 1925.
The establishment of the feast took place in a world that had suffered through the First World War and was unknowingly heading
towards the Second World War. In this setting, the world was experiencing a dramatic growth in secularism and an even more
dramatic growth in dictators who were rising to power in various states. The introduction of the feast was a call back from the
secular and a call to remember Christ as having authority above and beyond any earthly leader.
Scriptural context – Shepherds and Criminals: The gospel of Luke is underlined by a message of hope for those who are afflicted,
outcast and poor. In this gospel, the message and ministry of Jesus are directed specifically to these lowly ones. The significance of
the role played by the poor is highlighted by the framing of the whole narrative in this gospel: the birth of Jesus is celebrated by
shepherds and his death is accompanied by criminals. Shepherds and criminals – two classes of people on the absolute fringe of
society; not dignitaries or wise men from afar – are witness to the birth and death of Jesus.
Questions?
Q. Why might the lectionary include only this short aspect of the crucifixion?
Q. Which word or phrase from the gospel most catches your attention? Why?
Q. What can we learn from the interaction between Jesus and the second criminal?
Q. Where can we see reflections of the attitudes of the first and second criminals today?
© Greg Sunter

We Remember
St Mark’s WWI Memorial Board
1. Edmund Henry (Jack) Collins
2. Joseph Ignatius Connell
3. John Stephen Coolahan
4. Bernard Patrick Dawson
5. Michael Hawley
6. Peter Bernard Joseph O’Reilly
7. Arvan James Prichard
8. James Stuart Duncan Weir
9. Colin Geoffrey Wilson
10. John Michael Joseph Wills

Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands.
Protect them as they protect us.
Bless them and their families
for the selfless acts they perform for us
in our time of need.
I ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Saviour.

Amen.

$2
Available in the Church foyer

* Yes, Minister? Election: Labor promises a Faith Affairs Council.
* ‘Cardinal was Framed ’.* Christmas at the Cathedral.
* Ten philosophers surprised by God.* A Maronite -powered mission.

Welcome to 2021

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. Website: Archdiocese of Sydney Safeguarding and Child Protection

