Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
- 13 November 2022 This week marks the final week of Ordinary Time.

For your sakes Christ became poor (cf. 2 Cor 8:9)

The readings at the end of the liturgical year leading to
Solemnity of Christ the King tend to be apocalyptic in
tone referring to the end of the world. They can be a bit
scary in tone and yet their purpose is to reassure us of
the justice and mercy of God. The Gospel this weekend
confirms our need for perseverance and faithfulness. Not
to be distracted but remain constant.

The words of the Apostle chosen as the theme of this
year’s World Day of the Poor present this great paradox
of our life of faith: Christ’s poverty makes us rich. Paul was
able to present this teaching, which the Church has
spread and borne witness to over the centuries, because
God himself, in his Son Jesus, chose to follow this path.
Because Christ became poor for our sakes, our own lives
are illumined and transformed, and take on a worth that
the world does not appreciate and cannot bestow. Jesus’
treasure is his love, which excludes no one and seeks out
everyone, especially the marginalized and those deprived
of the necessities of life. Out of love, he stripped himself
of glory and took on our human condition. Out of love, he
became a servant, obedient to the point of accepting
death, death on a cross (cf. Phil 2:6-8).
Out of love, he became the “bread of life” (Jn 6:35), so
that all might have what they need and find nourishment
for eternal life. Just as it was difficult for the Lord’s
disciples to accept this teaching (cf. Jn 6:60), so it is for us
today as well. Yet Jesus’s words are clear: if we want life
to triumph over death, and dignity to be redeemed from
injustice, we need to follow Christ’s path of poverty,
sharing our lives out of love, breaking the bread of our
daily existence with our brothers and sisters, beginning
with the least of them, those who lack the very essentials
of life. This is the way to create equality, to free the poor
from their misery and the rich from their vanity, and both
from despair.

There are indeed many competing priorities that pull us
one way or another and our lives can become very
complicated and distracted. We can lose our bearings
and our lives can go off track very easily. Jesus invites us
to not lose track and to remain steadfast among all that
would distract us from our relationship with him. He
really is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.
These texts were written in some of the darkest days of
the Church’s life amid persecution, deportation and crisis.
The words of Jesus are meant to strengthen and allay
any fears and doubts people might have. They still have
resonance and meaning for us today.

Yours, in the Lord Jesus,
Fr Michael McLean, Parish Priest

Message of His Holiness Pope Francis for the Sixth World Day of the Poor

Next week collect your
Advent Bulletin and Blue
Book to prepare for the
Season of Advent.
Advent reminds us to stop
and take time to focus on
what really counts at this
time of year,
to prepare for the arrival of
our Lord Jesus Christ,
both in the Nativity and in
His Second Coming.

Stay Awake!
Prepare for the
Coming of Christ.
St Mark’s Advent
Program begins
Wednesday
23 November
at 7:30pm
with Fr Michael
upstairs in the
Parish Centre
All Welcome.

Second Reading
Entrance Antiphon

Jer 29:11,12,14

(All) The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and not of
affliction. You will call upon me, and I will answer you, and I
will lead back your captives from every place.

Gloria

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people
of good will.
We praise you, we bless you,
we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

First Reading

Malachi 4.1-2

A reading from the book of the prophet Malachi

The sun of righteousness will rise up upon you.

The Lord says this:
“See, the day is coming, burning like an oven,
when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble;
the day that comes shall burn them up,” says the Lord of
hosts, “so that it will leave them neither root nor branch.
“But for you who revere my name
the sun of righteousness shall rise,
with healing in its wings.
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 98. 5-6,7-8,9 (R.9)
(R.) The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice.
1. Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and the
sound of melody. With trumpets and the sound of the horn
make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord. (R.)
2. Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those
who live in it. Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills sing
together for joy at the presence of the Lord. (R.)
3. For the Lord is coming, coming to judge the earth. He will
judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with
equity. (R.)

St Mark’s Parish
United in Baptism,
Nourished by the Eucharist,
Guided by the Holy Spirit,
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community,
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel,
Reaching Out to Those in Need,
Journeying Together,
Growing in Faith.
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Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of
the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries,
and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English
in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010
International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.

2 Thessalonians 3: 7-12

A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Thessalonians.

Anyone unwilling to work should not eat.

Brothers and sisters, you yourselves know how you ought to
imitate us; we were not idle when we were with you, and we
did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it; but with toil
and labour we worked night and day, so that we might not
burden any of you.
This was not because we do not have that right, but in order
to give you an example to imitate. For even when we were
with you, we gave you this command: “Anyone unwilling to
work should not eat.”
For we hear that some of you are living in idleness, mere
busybodies, not doing any work. Now such persons we
command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their
work quietly and to earn their own living.

Gospel Acclamation

Luke 21:28

Alleluia, alleluia!
Lift up your heads and see; your redemption is near at
hand. Alleluia.

Gospel

Luke 21.5-19

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
By your endurance you will gain your souls.

When some were speaking about the temple, how it was
adorned with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God,
Jesus said, “As for these things that you see, the days will
come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be
thrown down.”
They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will
be the sign that this is about to take place?”
And Jesus said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for
many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The
time is near!’ Do not go after them.
“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be
terrified; for these things must take place first, but the end
will not follow immediately.”
Then Jesus said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom; there will be great earthquakes,
and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be
dreadful portents and great signs from heaven.
“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute
you; they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and
you will be brought before kings and governors because of
my name.
“This will give you an opportunity to testify. So make up your
minds not to prepare your defence in advance; for I will give
you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be
able to withstand or contradict.
“You will be betrayed even by parents, by brothers and
sisters, and by relatives and friends; and they will put some
of you to death. You will be hated by all because of my
name. But not a hair of your head will perish. By your
endurance you will gain your souls.”

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana.
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal
© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.

Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from
the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life
everlasting. Amen
Prayers of the Faithful
Leader: Let us turn to God our Father in confidence that he
will hear us.
Reader: Let us pray for our parish community, that we may
persevere in our journeys of Christian discipleship, knowing
that the Lord is present with us always. (pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: Let us pray for peoples and nations who are
suffering from war and social unrest, and for those fleeing
their homelands in search of freedom and safety, that they
may be able to live in freedom, justice and in peace.
(pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: Let us pray for our families and friends, that we
may be grateful for the love, kindness and support they
show us.
(pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: Let us pray for those who are persecuted or
mocked for their faith, that their endurance will win them
their lives. (pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: Let us pray for those who have died, that they may
be received into the joy of God’s Kingdom. (pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: Heavenly Father, forgive us our failings, keep us in
your peace, and lead us in the way of salvation.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.
Communion Antiphon
Ps 72:28
(All) To be near God is my happiness, to place my hope in
God the Lord.

The beautiful Season of Advent is approaching.
Let us make the most of this precious time to gather
in our parish to prepare for the coming of Jesus.

The Sacrament of Penance
Reconciliation 2022.

First Reconciliation

Please keep all our candidates in your prayers.
Session 3: Forgiving and Being Forgiven
Dear God,
We thank you for loving each one of us.
We belong to you through Jesus.
Please help us to show love for one another.
Teach us to reach out to each
other with forgiving hearts.
Amen
When attending Mass, the children will be asked to
return their blue session card.

WHAT IS THIS SACRAMENT CALLED?
1423 It is called the sacrament of conversion because it makes
sacramentally present Jesus' call to conversion, the first step in
returning to the Father from whom one has strayed by sin.
It is called the sacrament of Penance, since it consecrates the
Christian sinner's personal and ecclesial steps of conversion,
penance, and satisfaction.
1424 It is called the sacrament of confession, since the
disclosure or confession of sins to a priest is an essential element
of this sacrament. In a profound sense it is also a "confession"
acknowledgment and praise - of the holiness of God and of his
mercy toward sinful man.
It is called the sacrament of forgiveness, since by the priest's
sacramental absolution God grants the penitent "pardon and
peace."
It is called the sacrament of Reconciliation, because it imparts to
the sinner the love of God who reconciles: "Be reconciled to
God." He who lives by God's merciful love is ready to respond to
the Lord's call: "Go; first be reconciled to your brother." ©CNA

Join Sr Antonia for Prayer Connection
Pray, reflect and enjoy a conversation with God.
Thursday following 9:30am Mass
17 November - pray for all souls
24 November - 22 December
Pray to prepare for Advent
St Mark’s Church
followed by a morning tea and a chat in the
Parish Centre.
Connect and reflect with prayer, based on the
liturgical seasons, our interests are endless.
If you feel you would benefit from such a group
and would like to share your experience with
others, or just attend and enjoy the company
you would be made to feel very welcome.

Envelopes are still available for
our Parish Charitable Works
Fund (CWF) November Appeal.
Donations of $2 or more are
tax deductible.
Special giving envelopes are
available in the Church foyer, and can be placed in
any of the collection baskets.

A reference is often required from the parish priest, especially
when completing a school or employment nomination form .
For a Parish Priest Reference we ask for the following:
† The relevant part of the school or career Nomination form to
be filled out by the Parish Priest. Complete your section, prior
to providing the form to the Priest.
† A photo of you/your child who is being nominated, with the
other members of the family if possible.
† A one-page biography of the family’s involvement in the
Church and Parish community, including Planned Giving
Program Number, ministry and Parish (not school)
volunteering details.
Families are asked to be on the Parish Census when requesting
a reference.
† A stamped, pre-addressed envelope, unless the application is
to be emailed. References are sent direct to the school.

We thank you for your generosity.
Alternatively, you can learn more and donate at
www.ourfaithourworks.org/cwf.

“There is nothing like the traditional Christmas experience: Choristers singing beautiful music in such an
inspiring building at this special time of year. What a great way to start Christmas!”
— Thomas Wilson, Director of Music, St Mary’s Cathedral

BUY TICKETS NOW

†Tuesday 15 November - Saint Albert the Great
One of the greatest philosophers of the Middle Ages, with
the rediscovery of the works of Aristotle. He had a great
interest in science and astronomy and his learning gave
him the title, as a Doctor of the Church, the “Universal
Doctor.”

†Tuesday 15 November - First Reconciliation Session 4
Final Preparation Zoom session for candidates First
Reconciliation.

†Wednesday 16 November - Saint Margaret of Scotland
She supported major reforms of Church life. She is
remembered for her devotion to prayer and learning, and
especially for her generosity to the poor.

†Thursday 17 November - First Reconciliation Session 4
Final Preparation Zoom session for candidates First
Reconciliation.

†Thursday 17 November - Saint Elizabeth of Hungary
She frequently meditated on heavenly things and when her
husband died she embraced poverty and built a hospice in
which she cared for the sick herself.

†Thursday 17 November - Prayer Connection
Following 9:30am Mass join Sr Antonia in prayer for all
souls, come along and prayer for a family member or
friend who have passed away.

†Monday 21 Nov- Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Hail, Holy Mother, who gave birth to the King who rules
heaven and earth forever.

†Tuesday 22 November - First Reconciliation 1st Rite
Candidates will make their Sacrament of Penance
(Reconciliation | Confession) in St Mark’s Church.

†Wednesday 23 November - Red Wednesday
St Mary's Cathedral will be lit in red and hold a Red
Wednesday Mass at 5:30 pm. Red Wednesday is an
initiative to pray for, and draw attention to, Christians
who suffer and are persecuted for their faith.

†Wednesday 23, 30 Nov, 7,14 & 21 Dec - Stay Awake Advent
St Mark’s Advent program begins, prepare for the Coming
of Christ, led by Fr Michael with guest speakers.
Let us come closer to Jesus this Advent. Let us stay awake!
Let us set aside time to pray, to reflect on His Word, and to
avail ourselves of the Sacraments, so that when we
celebrate His birth, we can offer Him the gift of hearts and
lives truly transformed. 6:30pm Parish Centre.

†Thursday 24 November - First Reconciliation 1st Rite
Candidates will make their Sacrament of Penance
(Reconciliation | Confession) in St Mark’s Church.

†Thursday 24 November - Prayer Connection
Following 9:30am Mass join Sr Antonia in prayer for the
season of advent as we begin to prepare for the celebration
of the birth of Christ.

†Thursday 8 - 25 December - Christmas at the Cathedral
Presented by Paynter Dixon, St Mary’s Cathedral Forecourt.
Festivities begin at 7pm with Christmas market stalls, food,
fun activities for the kids and live entertainment

Cardinal Parolin: COP27 provides opportunity that cannot be wasted
By Christopher Wells

Speaking at the COP27 meeting on climate change, Cardinal
Secretary of State Pietro Parolin highlights the Holy See’s
participation as a “state party” to both the Convention and the
Paris Agreement, and emphasizes the need for international
and intergenerational solidarity to address the challenge of
climate change.
Cardinal Pietro Parolin assured participants in the COP27
gathering of Pope Francis’s “ closeness, support, and
encouragement” for their work.
He noted that just a few days earlier, in Bahrain, the Holy
Father had expressed his hope “that COP27 will be a step
forward for ‘concrete and far-sighted choices, undertaken
with the younger generations in mind, before it is too late and
their future is compromised’.”
After recalling the Holy See’s commitment to reducing net
emissions to zero before 2050 and its dedication to promoting
education in integral ecology, Cardinal Parolin highlighted the
need for “individual and collective conversion” and for
“concrete decisions that can no longer be postponed” in
response to the crisis of climate change. © Vatican News

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses
Monday & Friday 8:00am
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am
Wednesday 7:30am
Saturday 12 noon
Saturday Reconciliation 11:30am - 11:55am

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and
vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:
Joanna McGill, Giuseppina Pinto, Maureen Hanvey,
Jenny Taubhorn, Nancy Rice, Nora Bateman, Milly Di Blasio,
Rocco Zoccali, Lina Giannandrea, Meagan Ficarra,
Patricia Ficarra, Heather Burbidge, Wendy Madden and
Patricia Ryan.

Recently Deceased. Fr Peter Maher, Ronald Bowry.
Recently Deceased and all our Anniversaries we remember
this November the month of the Holy Souls.

November is the month of the Holy Souls.
During this month we pray especially for our departed
friends and loved ones who are making their journey
towards the eternal light of God.
Our prayer, and especially our greatest prayer - the Mass is offered daily for all souls on their journey to Heaven.

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm
Scan the QR code to donate to support the
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

We welcome into our faith community this
Sunday through the
Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s

Leonardo Francis Pollifrone,
Seth Frederick Fox &
Connor Francis O'Loan
and we congratulate their parents.
God bless you.

Throughout November we celebrate the memory of our
deceased family, friends, parishioners, neighbours,
locally, nationally and globally.
May they rest in peace.

Break Open the Word
Eternal rest grant unto them,
O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May all the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Amen.

St Mark’s Catholic Parish
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047
Tel: (02) 9181 1795
Email: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

Ministers of the Word are asked to
collect their Break Open the Word for
Liturgical Year A
Books can be collected
from the Sacristy Year A begins
Sunday 27 November 2022
First Sunday of Advent

St Mark’s Church Hearing
Loop installed

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on
the pew for others to pick up.

Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP
Priest in Residence: Fr Denis Minns OP
Pastoral Associate: Sr Antonia Nedu ISR
Chair Parish Pastoral Council: Ms Celine Cheng
School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.
St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land.

Gospel Reflection: This week marks the final week of Ordinary Time in the Church’s liturgical calendar and draws us almost to the
end of our journey through the gospel of Luke. Next week’s reading of the crucifixion concludes the Year of Luke. It is in this
context that we need to read today’s gospel passage. Jesus and his disciples are gathered around the Temple in Jerusalem in the final
days before he is to be put to death. The end is imminent and Jesus takes the opportunity to reassure the disciples that, although they
are about to experience a period of distress, betrayal and persecution that will stretch well into the future, ultimately, God’s love and
mercy will triumph – not only in their own lives but also in the world.
The language of passages like today’s gospel can be off-putting at times and can also be seized upon by those who would interpret
scripture literally. The graphic descriptions certainly lend themselves to predictions of gloom and doom. However, we must also
remember that the gospel was written some 50 or more years after the death of Jesus. At the time of writing, many of these things
had already come to pass. The message for the community who were suffering through these very experiences is that they should
not despair because all of this was anticipated by Jesus and that ultimately the reign of God will come about and the effort and
distress that they have endured will be vindicated.
Unfortunately, the lectionary has the passage concluding at verse 19; the complete passage continues on for another 17 verses and
so we don’t get the full effect of Jesus’ speech. In the latter portion, Jesus assures the disciples that the kingdom will surely come to
pass. It is a promise that we affirm every time we say the Creed.
Living the Gospel – Comfort: We must remember that the gospel of Luke was written 50-plus years after the death of Jesus. Whilst
Jesus may have said something like what is ascribed to him in this passage, we have to accept that the words are influenced to a
great extent by the gospel writer. The gospel is not written as a biography but as a means of conveying a message about Jesus. To
this end, the writer seeks to give comfort to his audience by having Jesus ‘predict’ all the things that have indeed come to pass in
their community. The message to a struggling community is to ‘keep going.’
Historical Context – Expectation: When the gospel of Mark was written around the year 75 of the 1st Century, the people of that
community firmly believed that the world was about to end and that Jesus’ return to earth was going to happen any day. Another 10
or so years later, the communities of the gospels of Matthew and Luke were enduring persecution and great hardship. They felt that
surviving through this time of struggle would be rewarded with the return of Jesus. However, by the time of the gospel of John,
another 10 years later, we see an acceptance that the end is still to come some time in the future.
Scriptural context – Apocalyptic writing: Hollywood has done very well out of movies about the end of the world and the term
‘apocalypse’ has come to have this meaning. However, ‘apocalypse’ comes from the Greek word meaning, ‘to lift a veil’ or ‘to reveal’.
The apocalypse is not the end of the world, but rather the revelation that will come at the end of the world. Writings such as today’s
gospel passage about what will happen at the end of the world and how God will be revealed are described in the Christian
tradition as ‘apocalyptic writing’. The most famous of these writings is the book of Revelation.
Questions?
Q. In what ways is this passage relevant in our own time?
Q. Why does Jesus need to warn the disciples not to be deceived by false prophets?
Q. In what ways is a literal interpretation of this passage problematic?
Q. Why might this passage be included in the Sunday lectionary?
© Greg Sunter

We Remember
St Mark’s WWI Memorial Board
1. Edmund Henry (Jack) Collins
2. Joseph Ignatius Connell
3. John Stephen Coolahan
4. Bernard Patrick Dawson
5. Michael Hawley
6. Peter Bernard Joseph O’Reilly
7. Arvan James Prichard
8. James Stuart Duncan Weir
9. Colin Geoffrey Wilson
10. John Michael Joseph Wills

Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands.
Protect them as they protect us.
Bless them and their families
for the selfless acts they perform for us
in our time of need.
I ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Saviour.

Amen.

$2
Available in the Church foyer

* Blue, Yellow and Orange: NSW town offering hope to Ukrainian refugees.
* Where students become teachers: Trinity Catholic College Auburn.
* A milestone of faith: 40th anniversary for Chinese Catholic Chaplaincy.

Welcome to 2021

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

