
 

St Mark’s Parish 
United in Baptism,  

Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel,  

Reaching Out to Those in Need,  
Journeying Together,  

Growing in Faith.  

- 6 November 2022 -    

Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time    

It is a great joy to be with you again.  
Thank you to Fr Denis Minns OP who administered the 
Parish and the Parish Team who supported him and you 
during this time. I thank those who prayed for me during 
this time and those who wrote to me and communicated 
their concern and support. As a community of faith, we 
walk the journey of life together and share the good and 
difficult times together. The second reading of this 
Sunday concludes with “May the Lord direct your hearts 
to the love of God and the endurance of Christ.” 1 Thess 3:5 
 

The readings of this Sunday focus on the centrality of the 
belief in Resurrection and Eternal Life which are so 
central to our Christian faith. These were contested 
beliefs as we see from the texts of today’s scripture. In 
our Christian faith we believe that at Baptism we died 
with Christ and rise with him to a new and eternal life. It 
is not something in the future but for those Baptised the 
Risen life is something or a reality we live now. We put on 
Christ in Baptism (the white robe) we are anointed as a 
child of God and take our place in the Kingdom of God 
(anointed with the oil of Sacred Chrism) and are 
enlighten by Christ and called to be children of the Light 
(the Baptismal candle). 

 

Let us strive to live our Baptismal 
dignity with great faith in the hope 
of Resurrection and eternal life.  
            
 
Yours, in the Lord Jesus, 
Fr Michael McLean    

 
Our  Parish 2nd The Charitable Works Fund (CWF) November Appeal is this weekend .  
In our 1st annual appeal held in August collected $4735 and our November appeal outstanding to collect is $7400. 
 

The six ministries are all working hard at ensuring the most vulnerable in our communities receive the 
support they need in the lead up to Christmas. Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible.   
Alternatively, you can learn more and donate securely at www.ourfaithourworks.org/cwf.  
 
Special giving envelopes are available in the Church foyer, and can be placed in any of the collection 
baskets.  We thank you for your generosity.  

Join Sr Antonia for Prayer Connection  
 

Pray, reflect and enjoy a conversation with God. 
  

Thursday following 9:30am Mass  
10 November - pray for all souls  

24 November - pray to prepare for Advent   
St Mark’s Church  

 

followed by a morning tea and a chat in the 
Parish Centre.  

Connect and reflect with prayer, based on the 
liturgical seasons, our interests are endless.  

 

If you feel you would benefit from such a group 
and would like to share your experience with 
others, or just attend and enjoy the company 

you would be made to feel very welcome.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.ourfaithourworks.org/cwf/


 

 
 

Gospel                                   Luke 20.27-38 (longer) 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
He is not God of the dead, but God of the living. .      
Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, 
came to Jesus and asked him a question, “Teacher; Moses 
wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies, leaving a wife but no 
children, the man shall marry the widow and raise up  
children for his brother.  
Now there were seven brothers; the first married, and died 
childless; then the second and the third married her, and so 
in the same way all seven died childless. 
Finally the women also died. In the resurrection, therefore, 
whose wife will the women be, for the seven had married 
her. 
Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry 
and are given in marriage; but those who are considered 
worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection from the 
dead neither marry nor are given in marriage.  
Indeed they cannot die any more, because they are like  
angels and are children of God, being children of the  
resurrection. 
And the fact that the dead are raised Moses himself showed 
in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of  
Jacob. Now he is God not of the dead, but of the living; for to 
him all of them are alive.  

Entrance Antiphon                      Cf. Ps 87:3

(All) Let my prayer come into your presence. Incline your ear 
to my cry for help, O Lord. 
 

Gloria       
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people  
of good will.  
We praise you, we bless you,  
we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King,  
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world,  receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen.  
 
 
 

First Reading                  2 Maccabees 7.1-2, 7, 9-14 

A reading from the second book of Maccabees 
The King of the universe will raise us up to an everlasting renewal of life.       
It happened that seven brothers and their mother were 
arrested and were being compelled by King Antiochus, under 
torture with whips and thongs, to partake of unlawful swine’s 
flesh. One of the brothers, speaking for all, said, “What do 
you intend to ask and learn from us? For we are ready to die 
rather than transgress the laws of our ancestors.” 
 
After the first brother had died, they brought forward the 
second for their sport. And when he was at his last breath, 
he said to the King, “You accursed wretch, you dismiss us 
from this present life, but the King of the universe will raise 
us up to an everlasting renewal of life, because we have died 
for his laws.” 
 
After him, the third was the victim of their sport. When it was 
demanded, he quickly put out his tongue and courageously 
stretched forth his hands, and said nobly, “I got these from 
Heaven, and because of God’s laws I disdain them, and from 
God I hope to get them back again.” 
 
As a result the king himself and those with him were 
astonished at the young man’s spirit, for he regarded his 
sufferings as nothing. 
 
After the third brother too had died, they maltreated and 
tortured the fourth in the same way. When he was near 
death, he said to his torturers, “One cannot but choose to die 
at the hands of mortals and to cherish the hope God gives of 
being raised again by him. But for you, there will be no 
resurrection to life!”  
 
 

Responsorial Psalm         Psalm 17.1, 5-6, 8+15(R.15b)   

(R.) Lord, when your glory appears, my joy will be full.         
 

1. Hear a just cause, O Lord; attend to my cry; give ear to my 
prayer from lips free of deceit. (R.) 
 

2. My steps have held fast to your paths; my feet have not 
slipped. I call upon you, for you will answer me, O God; 
incline your ear to me, hear my words. (R.) 
 

3. Guard me as the apple of the eye; hide me in the shadow 
of your wings, As for me, I shall behold your face in 
righteousness, when I awake I shall be satisfied, beholding 
your likeness. (R.) 

Gospel Acclamation                   Revelation 1.5-6 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; glory and 
kingship be his for ever and ever. Alleluia. 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana. 
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal 

© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton 
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of 
the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, 

and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English 
in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 

International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

 

Second Reading                  2 Thessalonians 2.16 – 3.5 

A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Thessalonians. 
May the Lord strengthen your hearts in every good work and word.                 
May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who 
loved us and through grace gave us eternal comfort and 
good hope, comfort your hearts and strengthen them in 
every good work and word. 
Brothers and sisters, pray for us, so that the word of the Lord 
may spread rapidly and be glorified everywhere, just as it is 
among you, and that we may be rescued from wicked and 
evil people; for not all have faith. 
But the Lord is faithful; he will strengthen you and guard you 
from the evil one. And we have confidence in the Lord 
concerning you, that you are doing and will go on doing the 
things that we command. May the Lord direct your hearts to 
the love of God and to the steadfastness of Christ.  



 

Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life 
everlasting. Amen

Prayers of the Faithful  
Leader: Heavenly Father, filled with hope and joy on this 
day of rest, we bring our prayers before you.  
 

Reader: Let us pray for governments throughout the world; 
that they may be generous to minority communities within 
their borders and allow them to flourish. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for prisoners of conscience; that they 
may be strengthened in their witness to truth and to justice. 
(pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for families, that they may be places of 
love, patience, forgiveness, and encouragement.  
(pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for those who are sick, that they will be 
restored to fullness of health. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Reader: Let us pray for all who have died, for the victims of 
war and famine; that they may be welcomed into the  
Heavenly Kingdom. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

Leader: God our Father, we thank you for the gift of  
eternal life. Hear our prayers through Christ our Lord.   
All: Amen. 
 

Communion Antiphon                  Cf. Ps 22:1-2

(All) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want. Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives 
me repose, near restful waters he leads me. 

The Sacrament of Penance  
Reconciliation 2022. 

First Reconciliation  
Please keep all our candidates in your prayers.  

Week 2: Jesus shows us how to live  
 

Lord Jesus,   
We gather in your name.  

We remember your call to love.   
Help us to listen to your words in our hearts. 

Help us to show your love to everyone.  
Amen  

 

When attending Mass, the children will be asked to 
return their green session card.  

 Teaching the Faith:  Catechists required for 2024.  
 

Passing on our Catholic Faith to others and inviting them into 
a living relationship with Jesus is the best gift you can give to 
someone. 
 

Whether you are interested in being a catechist, or helper, we 
would love to have you. 
 

If you are worried that you do not know enough or that you 
have never formally taught the faith before, we provide 
training and support. No special knowledge is needed, just a 
love for your faith and a desire to share it with others.  
 
 

We need volunteers are needed for 1 hour each Friday 
during school terms to teach the 
children.  
 
 
 
 

If you feel like God might be calling 
you to this very special ministry, 
contact the Parish office.  
 

 



 

A reference is often required from the parish priest, especially 
when completing a school or employment nomination form.  

For a Parish Priest Reference we ask for the following:  
 

† The relevant part of the school or career Nomination form to 
be filled out by the Parish Priest. Complete your section, prior to 
providing the form to the Priest.  
 

† A photo of you/your child who is being nominated, with the 
other members of the family if possible.  
 

† A one-page biography of the family’s involvement in the 
Church and Parish community, including Planned Giving 
Program Number, ministry and Parish (not school) volunteering 
details.     
Families are asked to be on the Parish Census when requesting a 
reference.  
† A stamped, pre-addressed envelope, unless the application is 
to be emailed.  References are sent direct to the school.  

INVITATION 
Celebration and Thanksgiving  

for Plenary Council participation 

 
Bishop Terry Brady and Dr Sandy Lynch  

invite you to attend a gathering for  
an update on the Second Assembly by Plenary 

Council facilitators and reflection on the Synod of 
Bishops Continental Phase Document 

 

On Saturday November 19 2022 
10:00 am - 1:30 pm 

 

at Mary MacKillop Place 
Entrance from 80 William Street, North Sydney  

 

Morning tea and lunch will be served  
Please advise of any dietary requirement  

 

RSVP by November 8 2022  
 

Sr Jo Brady RSJ 
at jo.brady@sydneycatholic.org   

Call for Volunteers: Sydney Street Feast 2022  
On Friday 18 November, Archbishop Anthony Fisher will host a 
free luncheon for Sydney’s homeless in the forecourt of St 
Mary’s Cathedral from 12pm to 2pm. 
 

A large number of guests are expected and volunteers from 
parishes are invited to help serve food and to sit and accompany 
guests during lunch. A great opportunity to show support and 
solidarity with fellow Sydneysiders experiencing homelessness.  

 

Register your interest at https://bit.ly/StreetFeast2022 

Release of Continental Phase 
Document of the Synod of Bishops 

 

The Continental Phase Document has been 
released and may be accessed online:  

https://www.catholic.org.au/synodalchurch.  
 

The Synod has now been extended to October 
2024 to allow for greater consultation of the 

faithful. We have been invited to respond on the 
online portal which will be available from Friday, 

November 4 to Friday 9 December.  
 

Respond to the document from the portal or join 
in the celebration gathering from 10.00am to 
1.30pm on November 19 at Mary MacKillop 

Place, 80 William Street North Sydney. 
 

The gathering will be facilitated by Sr Marion 
Gambin to provide feedback on the Second 
Assembly and discussion on the Continental 

Phase Document.  
 

Please RSVP by November 8 
to jo.brady@sydneycatholic.org 

 

Lunch is provided.  

Join us for our annual local celebration of World Youth Day on 
the Feast of Christ the King! We are looking forward to 
welcoming you at St Mary's Cathedral on Sunday, 20th of 
November from 6:00pm. 
 
If you are a youth leader, please bring along your young people! 
Or if you know any young adults who might be interested, 
please encourage them to come along! 
 
Still haven't registered? NOW is the TIME! Final numbers are 
due by the end of the week for catering purposes, so register 
by  Monday, 14th November to save your place!  Register here  

https://cust75218.au.v6send.net/ch/75218/d3kww/2219111/8jUt6v1xIqWPxPbU8St0oGB87LgEKw9ZD9czgqNt.html
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/d031g/2220320/WLfIaY31vhHttRD6zPtJaVpxikDI3bQmMV7WAABW.html
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/d4hm2/2219338/mhCWPAI0Xu97qOqYjw6VtyEROLyIil6OuG6AmN_k.html
mailto:jo.brady@sydneycatholic.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSflKSMgwvXd31B5DBuA7ONeOtR5a1jd8P_Rg1zRebzrNsKh8Q/viewform


9 November is The feast of the Dedication of the Basilica 
of St. John Lateran is celebrated by the entire Church. It 
marks the dedication of 
the cathedral church of 
Rome by Pope Sylvester 
I in 324. This church is 
the cathedra (or chair) 
of the bishop of Rome, 
who is the Pope. A 
Latin inscription in the 
Church reads: 
“omnium ecclesiarum 
Urbis et Orbis mater et 
caput.” Translated, this 
means, “The mother 
and head of all churches of the city and of the world.”  

 

†Sunday 5| 6 November  - Charitable Works Fund                  

The Charitable Works Fund Parish Appeal will be on this 
weekend. This special appeal aims to support the church’s 
charities throughout Sydney.  

†Sunday 6 November  - Annual Catechist Mass                 

The annual Mass for all Catechists will be held at St Mary’s 
Cathedral commencing at 2:30pm. 

†Tuesday 8 November - First Reconciliation Session 3          

Zoom session for candidates First reconciliation 
preparation - Forgiving and being forgiven.     

†Thursday 10 November - First Reconciliation Session 3          

Zoom session for candidates First reconciliation 
preparation - Forgiving and being forgiven.    

†Thursday 10 November - Prayer Connection           

Following 9:30am Mass join us in prayer for all souls, 
come along and prayer for a family member or friend who 
have passed away.  

†Wednesday 9 November - The Lateran Basilica          

The Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica, Rome.  
A venerable church is the seat of the Bishop of Rome and 
the mother of all churches.  

†Friday 11 November - Remembrance Day                   

The day is dedicated to Australian soldiers who lost their 
lives in World War I and onwards. As an act of solidarity, 
parishioners observe a minute of silence to pay their 
respects to the deceased, who died fighting while 
protecting the nation. Initially known as Armistice Day, the 
Australian Government adopted the United Kingdom’s 
proposal of renaming the day to Remembrance Day.  

†Sunday 12| 13 November  - World Day of the Poor                  

The World Day of the Poor comes this year as a healthy 
challenge, helping us to reflect on our style of life and on 
the many forms of poverty all around us. 

†Monday 21 Nov- Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary                 

Hail, Holy Mother, who gave birth to the King who rules 
heaven and earth forever.  

†Wednesday 23 November  - Red Wednesday                 

St Mary's Cathedral will be lit in red and hold a Red 
Wednesday Mass at 5:30 pm.  Red Wednesday is an 
initiative to pray for, and draw attention to, Christians who 
suffer and are persecuted for their faith.  

†Wednesday 23, 30 Nov, 7,14 & 21 Dec - Stay Awake Advent                  

St Mark’s Advent program begins, prepare for the Coming 
of Christ, led by Fr Michael with guest speakers.  
Let us come closer to Jesus this Advent. Let us stay awake! 
Let us set aside time to pray, to reflect on His Word, and to 
avail ourselves of the Sacraments, so that when we 
celebrate His birth, we can offer Him the gift of hearts and 
lives truly transformed. 6:30pm Parish Centre.  

†Thursday 24 November - Prayer Connection           

Following 9:30am Mass join us in prayer for the season of 
advent as we begin to prepare for the celebration of the 
birth of Christ.  

†Thursday 8 - 25 December - Christmas at the Cathedral                  

Presented by Paynter Dixon, St Mary’s Cathedral Forecourt. 
Festivities begin at 7pm with Christmas market stalls, food, 
fun activities for the kids and live entertainment  

The beautiful Season of Advent is approaching.  
Let us make the most of this precious time to gather 

in our parish to prepare for the coming of Jesus.   
 

If you wish to lead a group for our Advent Program, 
please contact the Parish office. 

Gather your friends and host a group at home, online 
or join us in-person at the parish.  

 
 

Fr Michael would like anyone interested in leading 
an Advent Group to join him for online training on 

Thursday 10 November at 2.00pm or 
Wednesday 16 November at 7.30pm  

 

Training includes tips for practical preparation, 
invitation, promotion and leading people in prayer. 

No experience required – all welcome!  
Contact the Parish office for more details. 



St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
 

Monday & Friday 8:00am  
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am 
 

Saturday 12 noon  
Saturday Reconciliation 11:30am - 11:55am  

 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm  

 

 Scan the QR code to donate to support the  
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

 
St Mark’s Catholic Parish  

33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     
Tel: (02) 9181 1795    

Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP   
Priest in Residence:  Fr Denis Minns OP    
Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  

Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your 
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on 

the pew for others to pick up.  

With COVID still circulating, our Church doors and windows 

are to remain open to provide adequate ventilation when we 
have a congregation. 
\The heat flows from the floor vents at the side aisles.  
If you feel the cold we suggest you sit in the pews at the side 
aisle and dress appropriately.  

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

Eternal rest grant unto them,  
O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

May all the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  

Amen. 
Break Open the Word  
Ministers of the Word  

are asked to  
collect their  

Break Open the Word for  
Liturgical Year A 

] 

Books can be collected  
from the Sacristy 

Year A begins  
Sunday 27 November 2022  

First Sunday of Advent 

 

        We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s 
 

Gary Vegas White &  
Rafa Nicolas Avalos 

and we congratulate their parents. 
   God bless you. 

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and 

vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:  
Fr Peter Maher, Maureen Hanvey, Jenny Taubhorn,  
Nancy Rice, Nora Bateman, Milly Di Blasio, Rocco Zoccali,  
Lina Giannandrea, Meagan Ficarra, Patricia Ficarra,  
Heather Burbidge, Wendy Madden and Patricia Ryan.  

Recently Deceased. Ronald Bowry. 

Recently Deceased and all our Anniversaries we remember   

      this November the month of the Holy Souls. 
  

November is the month of the Holy Souls.  
During this month we pray especially for our departed 
friends and loved ones who are making their journey 

towards the eternal light of God.  
 

Our prayer, and especially our greatest prayer - the Mass - 
is offered daily for all souls on their journey to Heaven.  

 

Throughout November we celebrate the memory of our 
deceased family, friends, parishioners, neighbours,  

locally, nationally and globally.  
May they rest in peace.  

 
 

 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

 

 

$2 
Available in the Church foyer  

* With many families set to struggle with the cost of Christmas, charities say:  

WE ’RE HERE TO HELP!  

* Conscientious objection: Seminar for healthcare workers           

* Saints Galore!  

* An Aria for Mascot  

Gospel Reflection: Life after death, in one form or another, is a common belief of most of the major faiths of the world. It is certainly 
a basic tenet of Christian faith. Because the gospels record Jesus as speaking about an afterlife, we tend to assume that this was a 
common belief of his time. However, within the different groups of Judaism, there was significant diversity of belief about this point. 
While the Pharisees believed in resurrection, the Sadducees did not. The Sadducees, whose name means ‘righteous ones’ were an 
elite group within the Jewish faith. They were purists in their adherence to the Torah and their rejection of any later teachings or 
writings – this actually put them in conflict with the Pharisees, although the two groups are often portrayed in the gospels as being 
united against Jesus. Today’s gospel passage depicts an attempt by the Sadducees to ridicule belief in an afterlife by questioning Jesus 
about an extremely exaggerated scenario.  

The reply Jesus gives largely ignores the farcical nature of the question. Rather, Jesus makes clear that the resurrected life is not 
merely an extension of the earthly life. The things that are of concern in this world are not an issue in the next. Through death and 
resurrection, life is changed; not ended. This idea can be challenging at a time when we are mourning the loss of a loved one, yet we 
are called to respond to that challenge with a genuine hope and trust in the life that goes on in a different way. Jesus, in fact,  
dismisses the whole idea of death as an ending by saying that to God all people are alive, whether on earth or in the resurrection. 
 

Scriptural context – The Law of Moses:  The first five books of what we know as the Bible make up what Jews regard as the Torah 
(the Law). Right up until the second half of the 19th Century, it was accepted that Moses was the author of these five books. Literary 
criticism reveals a variety of authors and editors and the books are now thought to have been written at the time of the Jewish exile 
in Babylon. Despite this, Moses holds a special place in Judaism as the ‘Law-giver’ because of his part in the Ten Commandments 
and he tends to be associated with the whole of the books of Law – the Torah. 

Gospel Focus – I am who am: The Sadducees quote the Law of Moses at Jesus but he goes one better by quoting the very  
conversation when Moses encountered God in the burning bush. In this encounter, God reveals Godself to be the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob. God does not say, I was the God of Abraham, but rather I am the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. This distinction 
confirms that the relationship is ongoing, not stuck in a time before their death. It is in this same encounter that God reveals God’s 
name as ‘I am who am’ – represented in Hebrew by the letters YHWH from which we get Yahweh.  

Have you thought? – Life after death: The ancient Greeks, Romans and Egyptians all had detailed mythologies about life and death. 
For the most part, any concept of what occurred after death revolved around images of an underworld of torment and misery. The 
Jewish idea of a life after death begins to take shape based on the notion that the love of God for each person is so abundant and so 
indulgent that it is not limited even by death. However, the notion of resurrection developed to be an understanding of what would 
happen ‘one day’ – a great resurrection of all people at the end of time. 
 

Questions? 
Q. Why does the gospel writer need to explain that Sadducees don’t believe in a resurrection?       
Q. What does it tell us about 1st Century Judaism that different groups held some different beliefs?  
Q. Why might the Law have insisted that a man marry his brother’s wife if the brother died childless?     
Q. What link exists between today’s reading and the Nicene Creed that is said during the Mass?  © Greg Sunter  

We Remember  

St Mark’s WWI  Memorial Board  
 

1. Edmund Henry (Jack) Collins  

2. Joseph Ignatius Connell  

3. John Stephen Coolahan  

4. Bernard Patrick Dawson   

5. Michael Hawley  

6. Peter Bernard Joseph O’Reilly  

7. Arvan James Prichard  

8. James Stuart Duncan Weir  

9. Colin Geoffrey Wilson  

10. John Michael Joseph Wills  

Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. 
Protect them as they protect us. 

Bless them and their families 
for the selfless acts they perform for us  

in our time of need. 
I ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Saviour. 

 
Amen.  

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/


Welcome to 2021  

 
 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

