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The Beatitudes … A Call to Action 
How can those suffering grinding poverty such that their 
whole personality is impoverished – the poor in spirit – be 
‘Blessed’? How can those who hunger and thirst for justice 
be ‘Blessed’? The answer lies in the new community which 

Our Lord is establishing under the reign of God. 
 

There are people within this new society who do 
everything possible to lift the poor out of poverty, to 
comfort those who are mourning, to make sure the gentle 
share in the earth’s resources, to satisfy the craving for 
justice. These are ‘saints’ who are merciful, pure in heart, 
makers of peace.  

The full measure of authentic 
humanity is Jesus Christ. But 
there are millions, only a few 
celebrated in the Church’s 
calendar, who have tried to 
measure up to the challenge 
presented by the Teacher of the 
Beatitudes. These are saints, 
those who know that they 
cannot help create the Beatitude 
society out of some political 
ideology, but who 
wholeheartedly respond to the 
teaching of the One whose Holy 
Spirit can empower rising to the 
challenge. 
 

We might pause a moment to 
pray that God may deal with us 
mercifully as we fall short of the 
full stature of the One who 
embodied the Beatitudes, at the 
same time as we celebrate the 
lives of the countless many who 
have measured up superlatively, 
the saints whose feast day we  

             celebrate.              © Fr Michael Tate  

The Pantheon: In 609, during the reign of Pope Boniface IV 
(608-615), the Eastern Emperor Phocas (r. 602-610) gifted a 
temple in Rome to the Holy See. The temple, still standing 
today and still known as the Pantheon, was originally built in 
the first century. Destroyed by fire and rebuilt between 118 
and 128, it was a public place to worship and honour all the 
Roman gods and goddesses - a spectacular monument to 
pagan Rome. Pope Boniface accepted this temple, removed 
all the pagan embellishments, all the statues of false gods 
and, according to legend, relocated and buried the remains of 
hundreds of Christian martyrs beneath the Pantheon. The 
pope then consecrated the Pantheon as a Christian church to 
the Blessed Mother and all the Holy Martyrs (Sanctae Mariae and 

Martyrs). The consecration took place on May 13, and that was 
the annual date of the feast of All Martyrs for the next 125 
years. 
 

On Nov. 1, 735, Pope Gregory III (731-741) dedicated an oratory 
in St. Peter’s Basilica to house the relics of the apostles, 
martyrs, saints and confessors. Thereafter, Nov. 1 became, at 
least for the churches in Rome, the feast of All Saints, and the 
May 13 date was suppressed. Other countries and cities began 
to celebrate the feast on the same day as the Rome churches, 
and soon a vigil of All Saints was added. Eventually, Pope 
Gregory IV (827-844) assigned Nov. 1 as the date of the feast of 
All Saints throughout the Latin Church and proclaimed it a 
holy day of obligation. In the 15th century, octave days were 
added by Pope Sixtus IV (1471-1484) and the octaves of All 
Saints were part of the Church calendar until suppressed in 
1954. In sum, there is ample historical evidence that Christians 
have annually, on some date or another, been acknowledging 
the collective lives of all martyrs and saints for over 1,200 
years. 
 

Today, All Saints’ Day is a solemnity and holy day of obligation 
on which the universal Church honours the martyrs, the saints 
and the confessors, including all known and unknown, all who 
have gained the reward of heaven. 

 

Saint Mark,  
Pray for us 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Entrance Antiphon                                     

All:  Let us all rejoice in the Lord, as we celebrate the feast 
day in honour of all the Saints, at whose festival the Angels 
rejoice and praise the Son of God. 

Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.  
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 
 

First Reading               Revelation 7.2-4, 9-14 

A reading from the book of Revelation 
There was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all 
tribes and peoples and languages.  

I, John, saw an Angel ascending from the rising of the sun, 
having the seal of the living God, and he called with a loud 
voice to the four Angels who had been given power to  
damage earth and sea, saying, “Do not damage the earth or 
the sea or the trees, until we have marked the servants of 
our God with a seal on their foreheads.” 
And I heard the number of those who were sealed, one  
hundred forty-four thousand, sealed out of every tribe of the 
people of Israel. 
After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no 
one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and  
peoples and languages, standing before the throne and  
before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their 
hands. They cried out in a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to 
our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
And all the Angels stood around the throne, around the  
elders and the four living creatures; they fell on their faces 
before the throne and worshipped God, singing, “Amen! 
Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and  
honour and power and might be to our God forever and  
ever! Amen.” 
Then one of the elders addressed me, “Who are these, 
robed in white, and where have they come from?” I said to 
him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” 
Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of 
the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb.”  

Responsorial Psalm         Ps 24.1-2,3-4ab,5-6(R.7c+10b) 

(R.) Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face.  
1. The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and 
those who live in it, for he has founded it on the seas, and 
established it on the river. (R.) 
 

2. Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who shall 
stand in his holy place? Those who have clean hands and 
pure hearts who do not lift up their souls to what is false. 
(R.) 
 

3. They will receive blessing from the Lord, and  
vindication from the God of their salvation. Such is the  
company of those who seek him, who seek the face of the 
God of Jacob.(R.) 

 

Second Reading                      1 John 3.1-3 

A reading from the first letter of John 
When God is revealed, we will see God as he is.  

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be 
called children of God; and that is what we are. The  
reason the world does not know us is that it did not know 
him. 
 

Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has 
not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he 
is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he 
is. And all who have this hope in God purify themselves, 
just as he is pure.  

 

 
 

 

 

Gospel                    Matthew 5.1-12a 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven. 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; 
and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he 
began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 
comforted. 
 

“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for  
righteousness, for they will be filled. 
 

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called  
children of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted 
for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of  
heaven. 
 

“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute 
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my 
account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven.”  

Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father  
almighty;  from there he will come to judge the living and 
the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  
Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation                        Matthew 11.28 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Come to me, all you that labour and are burdened, 
and I will give you rest, says the Lord. Alleluia.  

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 
and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the 
Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the 

Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All 
rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 

International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 
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Prayers of the Faithful: 
Presider: Together with the saints in heaven, let us  
confidently entrust our needs to the Lord of compassion.       

Reader: We pray for all members of God’s holy church, as 
we celebrate the feast of all saints may we be inspired by the 
lives of those who have gone before us. (pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    

Reader: We pray for elected officials, may they work  
tirelessly to promote the dignity of all people, especially the 
unborn and the elderly. (pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    

Reader: We pray for people throughout the world who face 
religious persecution, may their human rights be  
safeguarded. (pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    

Reader: We pray for all gathered here, each day may grow in 
holiness and faith as we strive to live in a manner fitting for 
the children of God. (pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    

Reader We pray for those who have died will dwell forever 
with the Lord. (pause)  
Lord, hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.    
 

Presider: God of joy, in the lives of the saints we see your 
love and mercy take on flesh. Hear our prayers that we might 
follow their example and live our lives in service to you and 
others. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  (pause)  
All:  Amen. 

  

Communion Antiphon       Matthew  5:8-10 

All:  Blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called  
children of God. Blessed are they who are persecuted for the 
sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of  
heaven. 

        St. Mark’s Parish:  
United in Baptism,  

Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  
We Form a Vibrant and  

Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 

Reaching Out to Those in Need, 
Journeying Together,  

Growing in Faith.  

Catholic Superheroes 
Saints are sometimes regarded as ‘Catholic 
superheroes’. Stories of miraculous and remarkable 
deeds abound, though more in the vein of conversions 
and cures than speeding bullets and tall buildings. But 
to get caught up on the Saints of the stained glass 
windows is to overlook the vast majority of saints. You 
see, a saint is anybody whose soul is in heaven. The 
Church celebrates a certain number of Saints whose 
lives provide a glimpse of God for the rest of the 
Church. But there are many, many more saints whose 
glimpse of God was only ever experienced by their 
family, friends and those with whom they worked. The 
feast of ALL Saints is an opportunity to remember and 
reflect on the lives of those saints who’ve been known 
and loved by just a few and whose sphere of influence 
was such that they will never be recognised as Saints 
by the universal Church. 

Today’s gospel, the Beatitudes, from the Sermon on 
the Mount describes perfectly those ‘lower case s’ 
saints we celebrate in this feast day. The Beatitudes are 
sometimes referred to in parallel with the Ten 
Commandments. However, the Beatitudes are not 
‘rules’ or ‘instructions’ for life as the Commandments 
are. They are more in line with a strategy that today we 
would call ‘positive reinforcement’. They celebrate 
those who respond to God’s call through particular 
attitudes towards life and towards others. Jesus 
presents them to the disciples and the crowd as images 
to inspire imitation. They’re not hard and fast rules for 
life, but attitudes for life; the Be-Attitudes, so to speak. 
Those who live with these attitudes in this life are to be 
celebrated – ‘Happy are you’ – for they will be saints. 
They will be welcomed into communion with God in 
heaven.                © Greg Sunter  



Welcome to 2021  

 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or 
anyone you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at  
(02) 9390 5810 safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and 
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

 

 

www.eileenoconnor.com.au 
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