
Standing in the Humus of Life 
This parable begins ‘Two men went up to the Temple to 
pray’. But only one of them actually prayed: ‘God be 
merciful to me, a sinner’. The other informs God how well 
he is doing in the piety stakes. Notice that he strings 
together a whole lot of verbs, all in the first person 
singular! This means he is in mortal danger of staying in 
the first person singular after death, which is Hellish. 
The other is said to be ‘humble’. I like the English 
companion word: ‘humus’. He is well-grounded, knows 
where he is standing, sometimes in the manure of life.  
It takes courage and humility to admit to God exactly 
where we stand. We can do so in Confession, or less 
formally simply praying: ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner’.  
We could pause for a moment to humbly pray so that we 
may hope to hear Our Lord say: ‘This woman, this man, 
this boy, this girl, went home at rights with God.’ 
                                   © Fr Michael Tate    

- 23 October 2022 -  

- Thirtieth Sunday in  
   Ordinary Time -   

  
 

 Join us to Pray the 
Rosary on  

 Thursday morning  
27 October  
following  

the 9:30am Mass. 
 

After Rosary you are 
invited to Morning 
Tea upstairs in the 

Parish Centre.  
 

All Welcome.  

 

EVERY YEAR, SOMETHING SPECIAL HAPPENS  
 

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY joins Catholics of the world into 
one community of faith. At Mass this weekend, we recommit 

ourselves to our common vocation, through Baptism to be 
missionaries, through prayer, participation in the Eucharist, 

and by giving generously to the collection for Catholic Mission. 
 

Pope Francis’ message for World Mission Sunday this year 
reflects on the theme: “You shall be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8). 

He reminds us that, “every Christian is called to be a 
missionary and witness to Christ. And the Church, the 

community of Christ’s disciples, has no other mission than that 
of bringing the Gospel to the entire world by bearing witness to 

Christ. To evangelise is the very identity of the Church”.  
 

This World Mission Sunday, we join our Holy Father in 
supporting his missions. Together, through our prayers and 

financial support, we bring the Lord’s mercy to help the most 
vulnerable communities in the Pope’s missions.  

 

Envelopes are available from the Church foyer and can be 
returned to any of the collection baskets in the Church or  

to the Parish office or  
Donate online https://www.catholicmission.org.au/ 

 

In a world where so much divides us, World Mission Sunday 
rejoices in our unity as missionaries by our Baptism, as it offers 

each one of us an opportunity to support the life-giving 
presence of the Church among the poor and marginalised. 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.catholicmission.org.au/


 

 
 

Gospel                                          Luke 18..14 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
The tax collector went home justified; not so the Pharisee.     
Jesus told this parable to some who trusted in themselves 
that they were righteous, and regarded others with contempt: 
“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and 
the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, 
was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other 
people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax  
collector. I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ 
“But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look 
up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, 
be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 
“I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather 
than the other; for all who exalts themselves will be humbled, 
but all who humble themselves will be exalted. 

Entrance Antiphon                      Cf. Ps 104:3-4

(All) Let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice; turn to the 
Lord and his strength; constantly seek his face. 
 

Gloria       
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people  
of good will.  
We praise you, we bless you,  
we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King,  
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world,  receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen.  
 
 
 

First Reading                     Sirach 35.15-17,20-22 

A reading from the book of Sirach 
The prayer of the humble pierces the heavens.      
The Lord is the judge, and with him there is no partiality. He 
will not show partiality to the poor but he will listen to the 
prayer of one who is wronged. The Lord will not ignore the 
supplication of the orphan, or the widow when she pours out 
her complaint. 
The one whose service is pleasing to the Lord will be 
accepted, and the prayer of such a person will reach to the 
clouds. 
The prayer of the humble pierces the clouds, and it will not 
rest until it reaches its goal; it will not desist until the Most 
High responds and does justice for the righteous, and 
executes judgment. Indeed, the Lord will not delay.  
 
 

Responsorial Psalm         Psalm 23.1-2,16-17,18+22(R.6)   

(R.) The Lord hears the Cry of the Poor.        
 

1. I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall continually 
be in my mouth. My soul makes its boast in the Lord; let the 
humble hear and be glad. (R.) 
 

2. The face of the Lord is against evildoers, to cut off the 
remembrance of them from the earth. When the righteous 
cry for help, the Lord hears, and rescues them from all their 
troubles. (R.) 
 

3. The Lord is near to the brokenhearted, and saves the 
crushed in spirit. The Lord redeems the life of his servants; 
none of those who take refuge in him will be 
condemned. (R.) 

Gospel Acclamation                  2 Corinthians 5.19 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself; 
and the good news of reconciliation he has entrusted to 
us. Alleluia. 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana. 
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal 

© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton 
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of 
the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, 

and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English 
in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 

International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

 

Second Reading                     2 Timothy 4.6-8,16-18 

A reading from the second letter of Paul to Timothy. 
From now on, there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness.               
As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and 
the time of my departure has come. I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 
From now on there is reserved for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give 
me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have 
longed for his appearing. 
At my first defense no one came to my support, but all 
deserted me. May it not be counted against them! 
But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that 
through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all 
the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s 
mouth. 
The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save me 
for his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and 
ever. Amen.  

St Simon, Apostle 

Simon is eleventh in the list of the twelve Apostles. He is 
known as Simon the Zealot, but nothing else is known about 
him. His other name of “Simon Cananaeus” simply adapts 
another Hebrew word for “zeal” and has nothing to do with the 
town of Cana. 

 
St Jude, Apostle 

Jude, also called Thaddaeus, is the apostle who at the Last 
Supper asked the Lord why he showed himself only to the 
disciples and not to the world. For many centuries he was 
scarcely venerated because people confused him with Judas 
Iscariot. He is the patron saint of lost and desperate causes. 

St. Mark’s Parish. 

United in Baptism,  
Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 

Reaching Out to Those in Need,  
Journeying Together,  

Growing in Faith. 



 

Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life 
everlasting. Amen

Prayers of the Faithful  
Leader: Let us address our prayers to our heavenly Father. 
 

Reader: Let us pray that we will always approach God  
confidently in prayer, and with true humility. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for those who have lost home and  
livelihood because of floods, that governments and  
communities will be generous in assisting them. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for those who devote their lives to the 
missionary work of the Church, and for those to whom they 
strive to bring the Gospel. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for the sick, that they will be comforted 
and cured. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Reader: Let us pray for those who have died recently and 
for those whose anniversaries occur at this time, that they 
may know the joy of God’s kingdom. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

Leader: Heavenly Father, hear the prayers we make with 
confidence in your mercy, through Christ our Lord.  
All: Amen. 
 

Communion Antiphon                      Cf. Ps 19:6

(All) We will ring out our joy at your saving help and exult 
in the name of our God. 

The Sacrament of Penance  
Reconciliation 2022. 

First Reconciliation  
Preparation session begin this week. 

Please keep all our candidates in your prayers  

The spiritual effects of the sacrament of Penance are: 

† reconciliation with God by which the penitent 
recovers grace; 
 

† reconciliation with the Church; 
remission of the eternal punishment incurred 
by mortal sins; 
 

† remission, at least in part, of temporal 
punishments resulting from sin; 
 

† peace and serenity of conscience, and spiritual 
consolation; 
 

† an increase of spiritual strength for the 
Christian battle.     © Catechism of the Catholic Church  

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS 
FOR WORLD MISSION DAY 2022  

 

         “You shall be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8)  
These words were spoken by the Risen Jesus to his disciples just 
before his Ascension into heaven, as 
we learn from the Acts of the 
Apostles: “You shall receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria and to the ends of the 
earth” (1:8).  
 

They are also the theme of the 2022 
World Mission Sunday which, as 
always, reminds us that the Church 
is missionary by nature. This year 
World Mission Sunday offers us the 
opportunity to commemorate several 
important events in the Church’s life and mission: the fourth 
centenary of the founding of the Congregation de Propaganda 
Fide, now the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, 
and the second centenary of the Society of the Propagation of the 
Faith. A hundred years ago, the latter, together with the Society 
of the Holy Childhood and the Society of Saint Peter the Apostle, 
was granted the title “Pontifical”.  
Click here to read Pope Francis full message  

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/missions/documents/20220106-giornata-missionaria.html


 
Teaching the Faith:  Catechists required for 2024.  
 

Passing on our Catholic Faith to others and inviting them 
into a living relationship with Jesus is the best gift you 
can give to someone. 
 

Whether you are interested in being a catechist, or 
helper, we would love to have you. 
If you are worried that you do not know enough or that 
you have never formally taught the faith before, we 
provide training and support. No special knowledge is 
needed, just a love for your faith and a desire to share it 
with others.  
 

If you feel like God might be 
calling you to this very 
special ministry, contact the 
Parish office.  
 

Volunteers are needed for  
1 hour each Friday during 
school terms to teach the 
children.  

In November we pray for the holy souls, those 
who have gone before us in faith.  

 

Throughout November, we shall have the 
Book of Remembrance.  

 

You are invited to record the names of 
deceased family members and friends for 
whom you wish to have Masses offered 

throughout November.  
 

Special envelopes are available in the Church 
foyer to make an offering. 

 

We ask that you print names clearly   
We request that all remembrance envelopes be 

returned to the parish office by  
31 October for publishing.  

Thank you  
“Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let 

perpetual light shine upon them. 
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the 

mercy of God, rest in peace.”  
Amen 

INVITATION 
Celebration and Thanksgiving  

for Plenary Council participation 

 
Bishop Terry Brady and Dr Sandy Lynch  

invite you to attend a gathering for  
an update on the Second Assembly by Plenary 

Council facilitators and reflection on the Synod of 
Bishops Continental Phase Document 

 

On Saturday November 19 2022 
10:00 am - 1:30 pm 

 

at Mary MacKillop Place 
Entrance from 80 William Street, North Sydney  

 

Morning tea and lunch will be served  
Please advise of any dietary requirement  

 

RSVP by November 8 2022  
 

Sr Jo Brady RSJ 
at jo.brady@sydneycatholic.org   



 

†October - Month of the Holy Rosary          

The month of October each year is dedicated to the Most 
Holy Rosary. "Since the prayers of the Rosary come from 
such excellent sources -  from Our Lord Himself, from 
inspired Scripture, and from the Church - it is not 
surprising that the Rosary is so dear to our 
Blessed Mother and so powerful with heaven.  
Thursday October 27 following the 9:30am 
Mass then after Rosary join us for Morning 
Tea upstairs in the Parish Centre. Rosary will 
be prayer and led by Sr Antonia. All Welcome.  

†Tuesday 25 October  - First Reconciliation Session 1          

Zoom session for candidates First reconciliation 
preparation - Making Choices.   

†Thursday 27 October  - First Reconciliation Session 1          

Zoom session for candidates First reconciliation 
preparation - Making Choices.   

†Friday 28 October  - Saints Simon and Jude, apostles            

St. Jude was the one who asked Jesus at the Last Supper 
why He would not manifest Himself to the whole world 
after His resurrection. Little is known about the post-
Pentecost life of St. Simon, who had been called a Zealot.  

†Friday 28 October  - St Mark’s CWL Meeting                 

Our next CWL meeting will be held, starting with a  
bring your own lite lunch from 11.30am before our 
meeting at 1:00pm. Upstairs in the Parish Centre 

†Friday 28 October  - World Teachers Day                  

Remember to say Thank you to your teacher. All teachers 
have shown great resilience during challenging times, so 
they can give their students the best future possible.   

†Tuesday 1 November   - All Saints Day              

At our 9:30am Mass we will be joined by students from  
St Mark’s Primary School. Let us all rejoice in the Lord, 
as we celebrate the feast day in honour of all the Saints, 
at whose festival the Angels rejoice and praise the Son of 
God. 

†Tuesday 1 November   - Melbourne Cup Day               

The CWL invite parishioners to come and 
watch the race that stops the nation. Bring 
a lunch plate to share. 12.30pm upstairs 
in the Parish Centre.  

†Wednesday 2 November   - All Souls Day                

O God, glory of the faithful and life of the just, by the 
Death and Resurrection of whose Son we have been 
redeemed, look mercifully on your departed servants, 
that, just as they professed the mystery of our 
resurrection, so they may merit to receive the joys of 
eternal happiness.  

†Friday 4 November  - Saint Charles Borromeo, Bishop              

No age of the Catholic Church's history is without its 
share of confusion and corruption. St. Charles Borromeo, 
a central figure in the Council of Trent, is remembered as 
a model of such leadership in difficult times. He is the 
patron of catechists and catechumens. 

†Wednesday 23 November  - Red Wednesday                 

St Mary's Cathedral will be lit in red and hold a Red 
Wednesday Mass at 5:30 pm.  Red Wednesday is an 
initiative to pray for, and draw attention to, 
Christians who suffer and are persecuted for their faith.  

Join our CWL ladies for Melbourne Cup at St Mark’s.  
Bring a plate to share for a lite luncheon with beverages 

provided.  
  

Wear your favourite fashion on the field, watch the race on 
the large screen and there will be sweeps to buy.  

Parish Centre from 12.30pm 
 

Remember when placing your bets 
“But many who are first will be last, and the last will be 

first." Mark 10:31  

The beautiful Season of Advent is approaching.  
Let us make the most of this precious time to gather 

in our parish to prepare for the coming of Jesus.   
 

If you wish to lead a group for our Advent Program, 
please contact the Parish office.  

Call for Volunteers: Sydney Street Feast 2022  
On Friday 18 November, Archbishop Anthony Fisher will host a 
free luncheon for Sydney’s homeless in the forecourt of St 
Mary’s Cathedral from 12pm to 2pm. 
 

A large number of guests are expected and volunteers from 
parishes are invited to help serve food and to sit and 
accompany guests during lunch. A great opportunity to show 
support and solidarity with fellow Sydneysiders experiencing 
homelessness. 
 

Register your interest at https://bit.ly/StreetFeast2022 

https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/d031g/2220320/WLfIaY31vhHttRD6zPtJaVpxikDI3bQmMV7WAABW.html


St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
 

Monday & Friday 8:00am  
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am 
 

Saturday 12 noon  
Saturday Reconciliation 11:30am - 11:55am  

 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm  

 

 Scan the QR code to donate to support the  
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

 
St Mark’s Catholic Parish  

33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     
Tel: (02) 9181 1795    

Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Administrator:  Fr Denis Minns OP     
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP   

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your 
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on 

the pew for others to pick up.  

With COVID still circulating, our Church doors and windows 

are to remain open to provide adequate ventilation when we 
have a congregation. 
\The heat flows from the floor vents at the side aisles.  
If you feel the cold we suggest you sit in the pews at the side 
aisle and dress appropriately.  

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and 

vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:  
Ronald Bowry, Maureen Hanvey, Jenny Taubhorn,  
Nancy Rice, Nora Bateman, Tony Murphy, Milly Di Blasio, 
Lina Giannandrea, Rocco Zoccali, Meagan Ficarra, Patricia 
Ficarra, Heather Burbidge, Wendy Madden and Patricia Ryan.  

Remembering those who have gone before us. 

Vince Boccalatte, Eduardo Rincon Carusso, Luigi Sonego,  
Gina Sonego, Manfred Taubhorn, Daisy Gill,  Francis Crowe, 
and Julia Crowe. 

Recently Deceased. Maree Firmstone and John Rainyn. 

Funeral: On Monday 24 October at St Mark’s Church at 

10:30am the funeral will be held for Mary Clara Firmstone, 
known as Maree. May she rest in peace.  

Eternal rest grant unto them,  
O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

May all the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  

Amen. 

 

        We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s 
 

Oscar Tobias Ocana 
God bless you. 

Help us grow together  
Join Planned Giving  

Your financial gift makes the Church’s work and mission 
possible. Your pledge helps us plan.  

 

Planned giving donations receive a tax deduction.  
Complete a green card (available from the Church foyer) 

and return to the Parish office.  

 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

 

 $2 Available in the Church foyer  

* Catholic life in 1821         

* Building begins          

* The time and world  

Gospel Reflection: This week’s gospel passage flows on directly from last week’s gospel and continues the teaching of Jesus about 
prayer. Whereas the preceding passage emphasised the need for persistence in prayer, this passage is about the way in which we 
come before God in prayer. It is the tax collector, whose simple prayer is ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner,’ who goes home at rights 
with God. In this simple prayer, the tax collector recognises that he is not in right relationship with God and asks for God’s mercy. 
This is a hallmark of the lowly and outcast in the gospel of Luke: they recognise their need and seek God’s forgiveness and mercy. 
The model of faith that is depicted over and over again in this gospel is the one who recognises their need for God’s loving mercy 
and asks for it. We are repeatedly reminded that God’s mercy, forgiveness and abundant love are constantly out-flowing towards us 
and all we have to do is humbly desire and welcome them. 
Humility is at the heart of this parable. The Pharisee is representative of those who are assured of their own rightness but who rely 
on comparison with others to make themselves feel righteous and justified. The actions of this man were not limited to Pharisees 
alone, nor are they limited to a particular time and place. This man’s attitude of asserting his own faithfulness and religious  
observance by comparison with others can be easily seen in the world today. All faiths seem to be afflicted with these characters 
who assure themselves of their own ‘goodness’ by railing against those who are different. But, as the parable assures us, it is the 
humble who are exalted by God. 
 

Living the Gospel – Competitive prayer! For the Pharisee, his prayer is a competition. He prays aloud so that others can hear him 
and be impressed. Perhaps he thinks that God is as impressed as those who look up to him? His prayer is also an opportunity to 
make himself look good at the expense of another. Certainly, prayer is a time to celebrate with God our triumphs and successes, but 
above all it is an opportunity to be truly honest with God and with ourselves. The prayer of the tax collector is the most honest of 
prayers. This honesty is what is impressive; not the competitive showing off. 

From the perspective of … The Tax Collector: Wouldn’t you know it? I thought the Temple would be quiet at this time and I snuck 
in the back to whisper my prayer to God. But one of the great men, a Pharisee, was there praying. He proudly declared before God 
his good works. Every word he spoke reminded me of how I fail time and time again to do what is right with God. I realised that I 
didn’t belong in that place. My prayer went out of my head and I muttered a few simple words. Why would God listen to me, a  
sinner? 

Gospel Focus – At rights with God: We are told that the tax collector, after his simple prayer, went home ‘at rights with God’. What 
does it mean to be at rights with God? It is nothing more and nothing less than the entire Judeo-Christian story. The story of the Old 
Testament is the story of God calling the people to live in right relationship with God and with one another. The Gospels are the 
story of Jesus calling all people to a richer understanding of his compassionate Father so that they may once again be at rights with 
God. The story continues and it is our constant challenge to be at rights with God also. 
 

Questions? 
Q. What does this parable tell us about the purpose of prayer?      
Q. From this parable, what would seem to be the most important element of prayer?    
Q. How do you think Luke’s original audience might have reacted to hearing this parable?    
Q. Where in today’s world do you see examples of the Pharisee’s attitude?   © Greg Sunter  

SPECIAL HISTORICAL EDITION 

200 YEARS ANNIVERSARY OF ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL SYDNEY  

Marking 200 Years: St Mary’s Cathedral was originally constructed overlooking a 
barren area upon which the bricks for Governor Lachlan Macquarie’s buildings were 
made. That area is now Hyde Park, with avenues of trees and the Archibald Fountain. 
 

The foundation stone for the first St Mary’s was laid on 29th October 1821 by 
Governor Macquarie. Built by James Dempsey, it was a simple cruciform stone 
structure which paid homage to the rising fashion of the Gothic style in its pointed 
windows and pinnacles. This year marks the 200th anniversary of the foundation 
stone being laid for this simple cathedral – a turning 
point in the history of the Catholic Church in 
Australia, which for many years had undergone trials 
and sufferings in the new settlements in Sydney.  

 

St Mary’s, constructed originally as a church, was not designated a Cathedral for another 15 
years after its construction. The Roman Catholic Church did not have a Bishop or Archbishop 
until 1835, when John Bede Polding became the first appointed Bishop in Australia. Some thirty 
years later, after modifications to the building, it tragically caught fire and was destroyed. The 
then archdeacon, Fr McEnroe, immediately set about planning and fundraising in order to build 
our present cathedral, based upon a plan drawn by Archbishop Polding himself.  
Polding’s vision is what now stands today. 

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/


Welcome to 2021  

 
 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

God, thank you for loving me. 
You have called me 

to live as your child. 
Help all your children 

to love you and one another. 
Amen.  

World  Teachers Day 28 October 2022  
God grant teachers the serenity to accept each child as you 
created them, have the courage to lovingly guide them in 

Your footsteps and the Faith to grow in your Grace.  

 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

