
The Urgent Widow 
The judge in this story only gives in to the distraught 
widow when she threatens ‘to give him a black eye’ (in 
the Greek)! Jesus is not saying God is like the judge who 
needs to be battered into submission. Jesus is saying 
we need to pray like that widow. 
Think of what widows in Syria or Iraq are praying for 
tonight. Then think of one’s own prayer. God is not the 
slightest bit interested in my usual trivial, self-
promoting prayers. But He is interested in my being 
such a woeful pray-er and wants to change me. 
Recall an incident of really urgent, intense prayer. Most 
likely, it was to do with a traumatic accident or fatal 
disease of a baby, of a spouse, of a parent too young. 
Apply that intense urgency to those in the world crying 
out: ‘give us this day our daily bread’. In short, pray The 
Lord’s Prayer with meaning. 
We could pause for a moment to pray to live out the 
consequences of the ‘Our Father’ lest we are 
threatened with a black eye!          © Fr Michael Tate    
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Pope Francis greets Bishop Terry Brady   
Photo: CNS photo/Vatican Media  

Bishop Brady ‘an inspiration to so many people’ 
Pope Francis has accepted the resignation of Sydney Auxiliary 
Bishop Terence Brady after he turned 75, the canonical 
retirement age for bishops, earlier this year. Bishop Brady has 
contributed to the Church in Australia, especially through 
ministry to the disadvantaged over many decades. 
He began volunteering at the Matthew Talbot hostel for 
homeless men as a student at De La Salle Catholic College in 
Cronulla and credits the experience with having shaped a desire 
to serve others, alongside the strong faith nurtured in him from a 
young age by his Irish-Australian parents. 
At the age of 18, Bishop Brady began life as a religious brother 
with the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart but left before taking 
his final vows. He was ordained a diocesan priest in 1983 and an 
auxiliary bishop in 2007. 
Bishop Brady has left a great legacy through his ministry to those 
in need including as archdiocesan director of Catholic Mission 
and in leadership roles with the St Vincent De Paul Society. 
He has also served as Chair for the Bishops Commission for 
Pastoral Life, responsible for defending the rights of migrants 
and refugees, prisoners and people with disabilities. 
Fr Gerry Gleeson, Sydney Archdiocese’s vicar general said Bishop 
Brady had been an inspiration to many Australians. 
“His concern for social justice and his compassion for those on 
the margins of society are well known and have been an 
inspiration to so many people both within and outside the 
Church”, Fr Gleeson said. 
©  Michael Kenny, The Catholic Weekly via Sydney Archdiocese   

My Rosary 
Companion  

 

Take home your 
copy available from 
the Church foyer.  

 

 Join us to Pray the 
Rosary each 

Thursday morning 
following  

the 9:30am Mass 
during the month of 

October.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

 
 

Gospel                                          Luke 18.1-8  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
God will grant justice to his chosen ones who call out to him day & night.    
Jesus told the disciples a parable about their need to pray 
always and not to lose heart. 
He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither 
feared God nor had respect for any human being. In that city 
there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, 
‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’ 
“For a while the judge refused; but later he said to himself, 
‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for any human 
being, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will 
grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by  
continually coming.’” 
And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. Will 
not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day 
and night? Will he delay long in helping them? I tell you, God 
will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of 
Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”  

Entrance Antiphon                      Cf. Ps 16:6,8 

(All) To you I call; for you will surely heed me, O God; turn 
your ear to me; hear my words. Guard me as the apple of 
your eye; in the shadow of your wings protect me. 
 

Gloria       
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people  
of good will.  
We praise you, we bless you,  
we adore you, we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King,  
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world,  receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen.  
 
 
 

First Reading                        Exodus 17.8-13 

A reading from the book of Exodus 
Whenever Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed.     
Amalek came and fought with Israel at Rephidim. Moses said 
to Joshua, “Choose some men for us and go out, fight with 
Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the 
staff of God in my hand.” 
So Joshua did as Moses told him, and fought with Amalek, 
while Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 
Whenever Moses held up his hands, Israel prevailed; and 
whenever he lowered his hands, Amalek prevailed. But 
Moses’ hands grew weary; so they took a stone and put it 
under him, and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held up his 
hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side; so 
his hands were steady until the sun set. 
And Joshua defeated Amalek and his people with the sword.  
 
 

Responsorial Psalm         Psalm 121. 1-2,3-4,5-6,7-8 (R.2)   

(R.) Our help is from the Lord, who made heaven & earth.        
 

1. I lift up my eyes to the hills — from where will my help 
come? My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and 
earth. (R.) 
 

2. The Lord will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps 
you will not slumber. He who keeps Israel will neither 
slumber nor sleep. (R.) 
 

3. The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade at your 
right hand. The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon 
by night. (R.) 
 

4. The Lord will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. 
The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from 
this time on and forevermore. (R.) 

Gospel Acclamation                   Hebrews 4.12 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The word of God is living and active; it probes the 
thoughts and motives of our hearts.  
Alleluia! 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana. 
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal 

© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton 
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of 
the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, 

and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English 
in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 

International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

 

Second Reading                     2 Timothy 3.14 – 4.2  

A reading from the second letter of Paul to Timothy. 
Ponder the scriptures,  
and thus become a skilled worker, ready for any good work.               
Continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, 
knowing from whom you learned it, and how from childhood 
you have known the sacred writings that are able to instruct 
you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 
All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so 
that the one who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped 
for every good work. 
In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge 
the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his 
kingdom, I solemnly urge you: proclaim the message; be 
persistent whether the time is favourable or unfavourable; 
convince, rebuke, and encourage, with the utmost patience 
in teaching.  

St Luke the evangelist was a Gentile Greek who practised 
medicine. He was the author of the Gospel which bears his 
name and also wrote a history of the early church; The Acts 

of the Apostles. He travelled with St Paul; together they 
evangelised Greece and Rome. He was also with St Paul during 
his ill-fated voyage to Italy. His Gospel is largely based on St 
Paul’s teachings as well as his own experiences. Legend has it 

that St Luke was also a painter of great talent who did 
portraits of the Blessed Virgin, but no existing paintings have 
ever been correctly attributed to him. It is true, however, that 

his Gospel has inspired many artists, which led to his 
patronage of artists as well as doctors and surgeons. 



 

Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life 
everlasting. Amen

Prayers of the Faithful  
Leader: Heavenly Father, we come before you, our saving 
help, with our hearts raised in prayer.  
 

Reader: Let us pray for all victims and survivors of  
violence, especially for those recently afflicted in Thailand 
and in Ukraine, and for those distressed by the  
20th anniversary of the bombing in Bali, that they may be 
comforted. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for our Church, that the  
60th anniversary of the opening of the Second Vatican 
Council will move us to genuine renewal in our Christian 
lives and worship. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for those who are disheartened by the 
experience of failure or setbacks, that they will be  
renewed in the virtue of hope. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for ourselves at prayer, that we may be 
conscious that the Holy Spirit prays within us with sighs that 
cannot be expressed in words. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Reader: Let us pray for those who have died recently and 
for those whose anniversaries occur at this time, that they 
may know the joy of God’s kingdom. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

 

Leader: Heavenly Father, you appointed your Son,  
Jesus, to bring good news to the poor. Help us to pray in 
hope for the coming of your Kingdom.  
We asks this through Christ Our Lord.  
All: Amen. 
 

Communion Antiphon                  Cf. Ps 32:18-19

(All) Behold, the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear 
him, who hope in his merciful love, to rescue their souls 
from death, to keep them alive in famine. 

Simple Ways  to Pray as a Family  
(in addition to the essentials: Mass, Scripture reading, adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament, the Rosary, Penance, etc.) 
1:  Pray at meal time: Make the sign of the Cross and have the 
kids simply say, “Thank you, Jesus.”  
 

2:  Wonder at Creation: Help your children to recognize and 
adore the glory of God in all things: in the ocean; the night sky; 
the forest; etc. The awe experienced through His creation can 
point the family to appreciate His power, goodness, and love. 
 

3: Pray through joys & sorrows: Families can pray together in 
thanksgiving for a good day and for God’s help in difficult times.  
Praying through both good and bad reminds the family of God’s 
presence and that he answers all prayers as He sees fit. 

THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE AND  RECONCILIATION  IN BRIEF 
1485 "On the evening of that day, the first day of the week," Jesus 
showed himself to his apostles. "He breathed on them, and said to 
them: 'Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained' (Jn 20:19, 22-23). 
 

1486 The forgiveness of sins committed after Baptism is conferred by a 
particular sacrament called the sacrament of conversion, confession, 
penance, or reconciliation. 
 

1487 The sinner wounds God's honor and love, his own human  
dignity as a man called to be a son of God, and the spiritual well-being 
of the Church, of which each Christian ought to be a living stone. 
 

1488 To the eyes of faith no evil is graver than sin and nothing has 
worse consequences for sinners themselves, for the Church, and for 
the whole world. 
 

1489 To return to communion with God after having lost it through sin 
is a process born of the grace of God who is rich in mercy and  
solicitous for the salvation of men. One must ask for this precious gift 
for oneself and for others. 

Our family Masses are a time for community and an 
opportunity for all of the family to attend, at our 9.00am Mass 

this Sunday we welcome all our Year 2 families and 
candidates as they begin their preparation for the Sacrament 

of Penance ( Reconciliation | Confession).  
We ask you to pray for them as a community.  

 

Lord, bless the children of our community  
of St Mark’s preparing for the  

Sacrament of Penance for the first time.  
 

May they come to you for forgiveness and mercy.  
May they be filled with confidence  

and trust in your love.  
Heal and guide them in the ways of  

your love and mercy.  
May their families and this community  

help them to live their Christian lives to the full. 
We ask this through Christ our Risen Lord. 

Amen  

The Sacrament of Penance  
Reconciliation 2022. 

Join us for morning tea 
following 9.00am Mass.  

11th October 2022:  
In his homily during Mass on 
the 60th anniversary of the 
opening of the Second 
Vatican Council, Pope 
Francis says Jesus’ words to  
St Peter – “Do you love Me? 
Feed My sheep” – are also 
addressed to the Church today.  
 

Pope Francis concluded his homily with an impassioned plea for 
unity in the Church. “Let us overcome all polarization and 
preserve our communion!” ©  Vatican News  



XIII. FIRST COUNCIL OF LYONS                  Year: 1245 
The First General Council of Lyons was presided over by Innocent IV; the 
Patriarchs of Constantinople, Antioch, and Aquileia (Venice), 140 bishops, 
Baldwin II, Emperor of the East, and St. Louis, King of France, assisted.  

XIV. SECOND COUNCIL OF LYONS                  Year: 1274 
The Second General Council of Lyons was held by Pope Gregory X, the 
Patriarchs of Antioch and Constantinople, 15 cardinals, 500 bishops, and 
more than 1000 other dignitaries. It effected a temporary reunion of the 
Greek Church with Rome. It also laid down the rules for papal elections. 
 

XV. COUNCIL OF VIENNE                           Years: 1311-1313 
The Council of Vienne was held in that town in France by order of 
Clement V, the first of the Avignon popes. The Patriarchs of Antioch and 
Alexandria, 300 bishops and 3 kings were present. The synod dealt with 
the crimes and errors imputed to the Knights Templars, the Fraticelli, 
the Beghards, and the Beguines, with projects of a new crusade, the 
reformation of the clergy, and the teaching of Oriental languages in the 
universities. 
 

XVI. COUNCIL OF CONSTANCE                     Years: 1414-1418 
The Council of Constance was held during the great Schism of the West, 
with the object of ending the divisions in the Church. It became 
legitimate only when Gregory XII had formally convoked it. Owing to 
this circumstance it succeeded in putting an end to the schism by the 
election of Pope Martin V, which the Council of Pisa (1403) had failed to 
accomplish on account of its illegality. This council is thus ecumenical 
only in its last sessions (42-45 inclusive) and with respect to the decrees of 
earlier sessions approved by Martin V. 
 

XVII. COUNCIL OF BASLE/FERRARA/FLORENCE                   Years: 1431-1439 
The Council of Basle met first in that town, Eugene IV being pope, and 
Sigismund Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire. Its object was the 
religious pacification of Bohemia. Quarrels with the pope having arisen, 
the council was transferred first to Ferrara (1438), then to Florence (1439), 

where a short-lived union with the Greek Church was effected, the 
Greeks accepting the council's definition of controverted points.  
 

XVIII. FIFTH LATERAN COUNCIL                   Years: 1512-1517 
The Fifth Lateran Council sat under Popes Julius II and Leo X, the 
emperor being Maximilian I. 15 cardinals and about 80 archbishops and 
bishops took part in it. Its decrees are chiefly disciplinary.  
 

XIX. COUNCIL OF TRENT                            Years: 1545-1563 
The Council of Trent lasted 18 years under 5 popes, and under the 
Emperors Charles V and Ferdinand. There were present 5 cardinal 
legates of the Holy See, 3 patriarchs, 33 archbishops, 235 bishops, 7 
abbots, 7 generals of monastic orders, and 160 doctors of divinity. It was 
convoked to examine and condemn the errors promulgated by Luther 
and other Reformers, and to reform the discipline of the Church. Of all 
councils it lasted longest, issued the largest number of dogmatic and 
reformatory decrees, and produced the most beneficial results. 
 

XX. FIRST VATICAN COUNCIL                      Years: 1869-1870 
The Vatican Council was summoned by Pius IX. It met 8 December, 1869, 
and lasted till 18 July, 1870, when it was adjourned; it is still (1908) 

unfinished. There were present 6 archbishop-princes, 49 cardinals,  
11 patriarchs, 680 archbishops and bishops, 28 abbots, 29 generals of 
orders, in all 803. Besides important canons relating to the Faith and the 
constitution of the Church, the council decreed the infallibility of the 
pope when speaking ex cathedra, i.e. when as shepherd and teacher of all 
Christians, he defines a doctrine concerning faith or morals to be held by 
the whole Church. 
 

XXI. SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL                    Years: 1962-1965 
Vatican II was the first council held in nearly a century, also in response 
to the most challenging ideologies of its day. Vatican II’s council fathers, 
in 4 sessions attended by thousands of priests, religious, and lay people, 
produced 16 documents that continue to shape the Church today. © CNA 

There have been 21 ecumenical councils in the Church’s history at which, according to the Catechism of the Catholic Church,  
“the college of bishops exercises power over the universal Church in a solemn manner.”  

Vatican II was the first council held in nearly a century with Vatican I convened in response to the most challenging ideologies of its day.   

I. FIRST COUNCIL OF NICAEA                 Year: 325 
The Council of Nicaea lasted two months and twelve days. 
Three hundred and eighteen bishops were present.  

 

II. FIRST COUNCIL OF CONSTANTINOPLE        Year: 381 
The First General Council of Constantinople, under Pope 
Damasus and the Emperor Theodosius I, was attended by 
150 bishops.  
 

III. COUNCIL OF EPHESUS                    Year: 431 
The Council of Ephesus, of more than 200 bishops, presided 
over by St. Cyril of Alexandria representing Pope Celestine I, 
defined the true personal unity of Christ, declared Mary the 
Mother of God (theotokos) against Nestorius, Bishop of 
Constantinople, and renewed the condemnation of 
Pelagius. 
 

IV. COUNCIL OF CHALCEDON                  Year: 451 
The Council of Chalcedon 150 bishops under Pope Leo the 
Great and the Emperor Marcian. 
 

V. SECOND COUNCIL OF CONSTANTINOPLE    Year: 553 
The Second General Council of Constantinople, of 165 
bishops under Pope Vigilius and Emperor Justinian I, 
condemned the errors of Origen and certain writings (The 

Three Chapters) of Theodoret, of Theodore, Bishop of 
Mopsuestia and of Ibas, Bishop of Edessa; it further 
confirmed the first four general councils, especially that of 
Chalcedon.  
 

VI. THIRD COUNCIL OF CONSTANTINOPLE       Years: 680-681 
The Third General Council of Constantinople, under Pope 
Agatho and the Emperor Constantine Pogonatus, was 
attended by the Patriarchs of Constantinople and of 
Antioch, 174 bishops, and the emperor.  
 

VII. SECOND COUNCIL OF NICAEA           Year: 787 
The Second Council of Nicaea was convoked by Emperor 
Constantine VI and his mother Irene, under Pope Adrian I, 
and was presided over by the legates of Pope Adrian; it 
regulated the veneration of holy images. Between 300 and 
367 bishops assisted. 
 

VIII. FOURTH COUNCIL OF CONSTANTINOPLE  Year: 869 
The Fourth General Council of Constantinople, under Pope 
Adrian II and Emperor Basil numbering 102 bishops, 3 papal 
legates, and 4 patriarchs. 
 

IX. FIRST LATERAN COUNCIL              Year: 1123 
The First Lateran Council, the first held at Rome, met under 
Pope Callistus II. About 900 bishops and abbots assisted. It 
abolished the right claimed by lay princes, of investiture 
with ring and crosier to ecclesiastical benefices and dealt 
with church discipline and the recovery of the Holy Land 
from the infidels. 
 

X. SECOND LATERAN COUNCIL           Year: 1139 
The Second Lateran Council was held at Rome under Pope 
Innocent II, with an attendance of about 1000 prelates and 
the Emperor Conrad.  
 

XI. THIRD LATERAN COUNCIL            Year: 1179 
The Third Lateran Council took place under Pope Alexander 
III, Frederick I being emperor. There were 302 bishops 
present.  
 

XII. FOURTH LATERAN COUNCIL          Year: 1215 
The Fourth Lateran Council was held under Innocent III. 
There were present the Patriarchs of Constantinople and 
Jerusalem, 71 archbishops, 412 bishops, and 800 abbots the 
Primate of the Maronites, and St. Dominic.  This is the most 
important council of the Middle Ages, and it marks the 
culminating point of ecclesiastical life and papal power. 

Click here to find out more on the 21 ecumenical councils. 
Click here to read the 16 documents of the Second Vatican Council   

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/252523/what-was-vatican-ii-all-about-10-quotes-from-st-john-xxiiis-opening-speech
https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/index.htm


 

†October - Month of the Holy Rosary          

The month of October each year is dedicated to the Most 
Holy Rosary. "Since the prayers of the Rosary come from 
such excellent sources -  from Our Lord Himself, from 
inspired Scripture, and from the Church - it is not 
surprising that the Rosary is so dear to our Blessed 
Mother and so powerful with heaven.  
Every Thursday in October 20 & 27 
following the 9:30am Mass the Rosary will 
be prayer and led by Sr Antonia.  
All Welcome.  

†Tuesday 18 October  - Saint Luke            

St. Luke, the physician and companion of St. Paul whose 
gospel preserved the most extensive biography of Jesus 
Christ.     

†Thursday 20 October  - Reconciliation Parents Meeting          

Attendance essential for all candidates parents of children 
making their first reconciliation.   

†Saturday 22 October  - Saint John - Paul II, Pope          

Saint John Paul II is perhaps one of the most well-known 
pontiffs in recent history, and is most remembered for his 
charismatic nature, his love of youth and his world 
travels, along with his role in the fall of communism in 
Europe during his 27-year papacy.    

†Sunday 23 October  - World Mission Sunday            

Pope Francis, in his 2022 World Mission Sunday message, 
invites everyone to answer the call to be missionary, 
sharing that "Mission is carried out together, not 
individually..."   

†Friday 28 October  - Saints Simon and Jude, apostles            

St. Jude known as Thaddaeus was the one who asked Jesus 
at the Last Supper why He would not manifest Himself to 
the whole world after His resurrection. Little is known 
about the post-Pentecost life of St. Simon, who had been 
called a Zealot. He is thought to have preached in Egypt 
and then to have joined St. Jude in Persia. 

†Friday 28 October  - St Mark’s CWL Meeting                 

Our next CWL meeting will be held, starting with a  
bring your own lite lunch from 11.30am before our 
meeting at 1:00pm. Upstairs in the Parish Centre 

†Sunday 30 October  - Parish Morning Tea             

Following 9am Mass, join our Parish Pastoral Council for 
morning tea, with fundraising for Lismore floods.  

†Tuesday 1 November   - All Saints Day              

At our 9:30am Mass we will be joined by students from  
St Mark’s Primary School. 

†Tuesday 1 November   - Melbourne Cup Day               

The CWL invite parishioners to come 
and watch the race that stops the 
nation. Bring a lunch plate to share.  
12.30pm upstairs in the Parish Centre.  

†Wednesday 2 November   - All Souls Day                

O God, glory of the faithful and life of the just, by the 
Death and Resurrection of whose Son we have been 
redeemed, look mercifully on your departed servants, 
that, just as they professed the mystery of our 
resurrection, so they may merit to receive the joys of 
eternal happiness.  

Join our CWL ladies for Melbourne Cup at St Mark’s.  
Bring a plate to share for a lite luncheon with beverages 

provided.  
  

Wear your favourite fashion on the field, watch the race on 
the large screen and there will be sweeps to buy.  

Parish Centre from 12.30pm 
 

Remember when placing your bets 
“But many who are first will be last, and the last will be 

first." Mark 10:31  

In the Liturgy of the Hours, Christ accomplishes ‘the work of 
redeeming humankind and giving perfect glory to  

‘God in the Holy Spirit through the Church.’ 

"Each year, the second last Sunday of October is dedicated to 
World Mission Sunday. Happening on the 23rd of October, it 
also offers us the opportunity to commemorate 200 years of 

Mission," says Fr Brian Lucas,  
Catholic Mission National Director. 

 

Envelopes are available from the Church foyer and can be 
returned next week for World Mission Sunday  

 
Catholic Mission began with the vision of one woman 

2022 is special year for us as it marks significant 
anniversaries in our history. 

Two-hundred years ago, a young Frenchwoman, Pauline 
Jaricot, had the vision of an international network of prayer 

and support for the work of mission. From the commitment of 
this one woman, the global mission of the Church found 
sustenance and support. In May 2022 Pauline Jaricot’s 
beatification took place, a key milestone on the journey 

towards being recognised as a saint. 



St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
 

Monday & Friday 8:00am  
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am 
 

Saturday 12 noon  
Saturday Reconciliation 11:30am - 11:55am  

 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm  

 

 Scan the QR code to donate to support the  
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

 
St Mark’s Catholic Parish  

33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     
Tel: (02) 9181 1795    

Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Administrator:  Fr Denis Minns OP     
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP   

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your 
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on 

the pew for others to pick up.  

With COVID still circulating, our Church doors and windows 

are to remain open to provide adequate ventilation when we 
have a congregation. 
\The heat flows from the floor vents at the side aisles.  
If you feel the cold we suggest you sit in the pews at the side 
aisle and dress appropriately.  

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and 

vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:  
Ronald Bowry, Maureen Hanvey, Jenny Taubhorn,  
Nancy Rice, Julie Taylor, Nora Bateman, Tony Murphy,  
Milly Di Blasio, Lina Giannandrea, Rocco Zoccali,  
Meagan Ficarra, Patricia Ficarra, Heather Burbidge,  
Wendy Madden and Patricia Ryan.  

Remembering those who have gone before us. 

Eduardo Rincon Carusso, Luigi Sonego, Gina Sonego,  
Manfred Taubhorn, Daisy Gill, Francis Crowe, Julia Crowe, 
Brian Lees, Gemma Holmes, Beverley and Peter Cotter and 
Maria Mathal.  
 

Recently Deceased. John Rainyn and Rhona Egan. 

Eternal rest grant unto them,  
O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

May all the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  

Amen. 

St. Mark’s Parish. 

United in Baptism,  
Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 

Reaching Out to Those in Need,  
Journeying Together,  

Growing in Faith. 

 

        We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s 
 

Bronte Anne Alice Van Stom   
God bless you. 

November Mass Intentions.  

Throughout November, we have St Mark’s Book of 
Remembrance.  

You are invited to record the names of deceased 
family members and friends for whom you wish to 

have Masses offered throughout November.  
Special envelopes are available from the Church 

foyer to make an offering.  
We ask you to print names clearly  

Return all remembrance envelopes to the parish 
office for publishing.  

Thank you  

Last Sunday in our HSC Mass we prayed that all students 
do well in exams and in life.  

May the Lord, strengthen them when they feel weary and 
renew their sprits when they start to falter.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

 

Gospel Reflection: In the gospel of Luke, widows represent the lowly of society. They also are a measure of how the society is  
travelling. In the Old Testament, God commanded the people to care for widows, orphans and strangers. Widows, in particular, 
were to be cared for by the whole community. From that point on, the level of compassion within the society could be measured by 
the care extended to the widows. A number of the prophets point to neglect of the widows as a sign that the community has turned 
its back on the covenant with God. The gospel of Luke picks up this prophetic tradition and on several occasions uses widows as the 
key figures in stories or parables.  
In this parable, the widow is petitioning her local judge for justice against towards the widow, but the judge fobs her off repeatedly. 
The widow, knowing that her cause is just, persists and finally wears down the judge. Another feature of the gospel of Luke is that 
the lowly and poor – represented here by the widow – are those who recognise their own condition and call on the mercy of God to 
lift them up. Jesus says that God will see justice done to those who cry out for God’s help. Jesus’ final comment about finding any 
faith on earth is a reminder that human beings have a tendency to think they can solve all their own problems and forget that they 
need God’s action in their lives. The faithful in the gospel of Luke are those who know that they are in need of God’s mercy and love 
and call out for it. 
 

Have you thought?  A parable about God: When Jesus tells this parable about the widow and the judge, he is actually painting a 
picture about God for his disciples. This is not to suggest that God needs to be worn down by persistence but rather it is a  
description of what God is not. If such a wicked and unjust judge can eventually be worn down, how much more quickly will God 
respond to a just cause? Yet the parable is told to reinforce the need to pray continually. The continuous prayer is not to wear God 
down – like the judge – but rather to demonstrate the genuine need. 

Scriptural context: Since chapter 9 of this Gospel, Jesus has been making a steady journey towards Jerusalem and the events of the 
Passion that await him there. This whole second half of the gospel is a series of teaching moments as Jesus seeks to prepare his  
disciples to continue his ministry after he has gone. Remembering that the gospel is written 50 or more years after the events  
described, the gospel writer has also deliberately structured these teaching moments for the audience of believers struggling day by 
day to live out the message and ministry of Jesus. As such, these teachings are just as important for modern audiences. 

Different View – Convincing God: Does this teaching about the need for continual prayer mean that God needs to be convinced of 
our cause? Does a one-off prayer not get heard? Is God swayed by the force of numbers? Can the prayers of ten people carry more 
weight than the prayers of one? All these questions miss the point of the parable. It is not God who needs our prayers, but we who 
have to recognise, through prayer, our need for God’s mercy and gracious love. The constancy of prayer is not to convince God but 
to remind ourselves of our dependence upon God.  

Questions? 
Q. Why does Jesus use such unsavoury characters – like the judge – in his parables?     
Q. Where and when do you make time to pray?      
Q. What are the conflicting demands that push prayer from your daily/weekly routine?   
Q.  In what aspect/s of your life do you recognise that you need God’s help?   © Greg Sunter  

 $2 Available in the Church foyer  

* Pedalling priest | Married men ordained         

* Dr Miriam Rose: A voice for reconciliation.          

* Archbishop delivers first Newman lecture.   

Marking 200 Years: St Mary’s Cathedral was originally constructed overlooking a 
barren area upon which the bricks for Governor Lachlan Macquarie’s buildings were 
made. That area is now Hyde Park, with avenues of trees and the Archibald Fountain. 
 

The foundation stone for the first St Mary’s was laid on 29th October 1821 by 
Governor Macquarie. Built by James Dempsey, it was a simple cruciform stone 
structure which paid homage to the rising fashion of the Gothic style in its pointed 
windows and pinnacles. This year marks the 200th anniversary of the foundation 
stone being laid for this simple cathedral – a turning 
point in the history of the Catholic Church in 
Australia, which for many years had undergone trials 
and sufferings in the new settlements in Sydney.  

 

St Mary’s, constructed originally as a church, was not designated a Cathedral for another 15 
years after its construction. The Roman Catholic Church did not have a Bishop or Archbishop 
until 1835, when John Bede Polding became the first appointed Bishop in Australia. Some thirty 
years later, after modifications to the building, it tragically caught fire and was destroyed. The 
then archdeacon, Fr McEnroe, immediately set about planning and fundraising in order to build 
our present cathedral, based upon a plan drawn by Archbishop Polding himself.  
Polding’s vision is what now stands today. 

Don’t miss out next edition.   
A special Commemorative Historical 

broadsheet edition highlighting 200 years of 
St Mary’s Cathedral. 

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/


Welcome to 2021  

 
 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

