The three different gospel passages offered in the
lectionary for this feast all point to a God who
continues to honour the covenant established with
the people long ago – I will be your God and you will
be my people. The feasts of All Saints and All Souls
assure us that this covenant continues even beyond
death. The selected readings are necessarily out of
context as they are chosen to convey this particular
message to suit this feast day. We are reminded that
we have a destiny that extends beyond the limits of
this life on earth.
Have you thought? All Saints / All Souls

Historical Context – Halloween
Much of the significance and meaning of the feasts of
All Saints and All Souls has been overtaken by the
popular celebration of Halloween. The feast of All Saints
was also known as All Hallows Day – in the Old English
language hallow means to sanctify or make holy. The
day before, October 31, was All Hallows Eve(ning) and
the name over time became shortened to Halloween. In
early Christian tradition, it was believed that souls were
released from purgatory on All Hallows Eve for 48 hours
and the dressing up and celebrations were to both
placate and confuse the wandering souls.
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The feasts of All Saints (Nov 1) and All Souls (Nov 2)
can be seen as something of a twin feast that
celebrates all those who have died. With the feast of
All Saints we celebrate all those who have died and
have entered into direct and immediate communion
with God in heaven. With the feast of All Souls we
celebrate and pray for those who have died but have
not yet entered into that direct communion with God.
These two different states revolve around the Church
teaching on purgatory – a state or process of
purification before entering into heaven.
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God of Mercy
Forgive the faults which the
Holy Souls may have committed.
Enter not into judgement with them,
but turn
Thy Merciful Eyes
From their sins.
Thine Altar
In order that any stain of sin which
may not have been expiated during
their life,
Should be washed away.
Amen

Entrance Antiphon
Cf. 6 Esdr 2: 34:35
All: Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.
First Reading
Ezekiel 37.1,4-6,12-14
A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel
Dry bones, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live.

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out
by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a
valley; it was full of bones.
Then he said to me, Prophesy to these bones, and say to
them; ‘O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord’. Thus says
the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter
you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will
cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and
put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that
I am the Lord.
Therefore prophesy, and say to them, thus says the Lord
God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from
your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the
land of Israel.
And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your
graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people;
I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will
place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the
Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 27:1,4,13-14,( R 1a or 13)
(R.) The Lord is my light and my salvation.
1. The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall be
afraid? (R.)
2. One thing I ask of the Lord, that I will seek: to live in the
house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty
of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple. (R.)
3. I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord in the
land of the living. Wait for the Lord: be strong, and let your
heart take courage; wait for the Lord! (R.)
Second Reading
A reading from the first letter of Peter

I Peter 1.3-9

God has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By
his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead; a
birth into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and
unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being protected by
the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, even if now for a
little while you have had to suffer various trials, so that the
genuineness of your faith - being more precious than gold
that, though perishable, is tested by fire - may be found to
result in a praise and glory and honour when Jesus Christ is
revealed. Although you have not seen him, you love him;
and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him
and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, for you
are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your
souls.

Gospel Acclamation
Revelation 1.5-6
Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; glory and
kingship be his for ever and ever. Amen
Gospel
John 20.11-18
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
I have seen the Lord

Mary Magdalene stood weeping outside the tomb. As she
wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw
two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had
been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They
said to her, “Women, why are you weeping?” She said to
them. “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know
where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did
that it was Jesus.
Jesus said to her, ”Woman why are you weeping? Whom
are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener,
she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away tell me
where you have laid him, and I will take him away.”
Jesus said to her, ”Mary!” She turned and said to him in
Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher).
Jesus said to her “Do not hold on to me, because I have
not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and
say to them, I am ascending to my Father and your
Father, to my God and your God.”
Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I
have seen the Lord,” and she told them that he had said
these things to her.

Prayers of the Faithful:
Presider: Trusting in the abounding and everlasting
grace of God, our Father, let us confidently place our
needs before the Lord.
Reader: We pray for God’s holy church, may it be a sign
of hope for those who are despairing and a refuge for all
who mourn. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for leaders of nations, that they may
make decisions wisely and justly. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for all gathered here, in praying for the
souls of the dead may we recommit ourselves to lives of
holiness and service. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for those who have died will dwell
forever with the Lord. (pause)
Lord, hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer
Presider: Ever-living God, you sent your son, Jesus, to
reveal to us your will that he “not lose anything” given into
his hand, but instead “should raise it on the last day.”
Hear our prayers that with trust in your promises, we
might comfort those who grieve and joyfully await the day
of your coming. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
(pause)
All: Amen.
Communion Antiphon
John 11:25-26
All: I am the Resurrection and the Life, says the Lord.
Whoever believes in me, even though he dies, will live,
and everyone who lives and believes in me will not die for
ever.
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‘ Fire will test the quality of each persons work….If it is burned up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be
saved - even though only as one escaping through the flames.’ (I Corinthians 3:13—15)

Prayer for - Sunday
O Lord God Almighty, I pray Thee, by the Precious
Blood which Thy Divine Son Jesus shed in the garden,
deliver the souls in Purgatory and especially that soul
amongst them all who is most destitute of spiritual
aid - and vouchsafe to bring it to Thy glory, there to
praise and bless Thee for ever.
Amen.
Our Father, Hail Mary,
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual
light shine upon them, may they rest in peace.
Amen.

Prayer for - Monday
O Lord God Almighty, I pray Thee, by the Precious
Blood which Thy Divine Son Jesus shed in His cruel
scourging, deliver the souls in Purgatory and that
soul especially amongst them all which is nearest to its
entrance into Thy glory; that so it may forthwith
begin to praise and bless Thee for ever.
Amen.
Our Father, Hail Mary,
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual
light shine upon them, may they rest in peace.
Amen.

Prayer for - Tuesday
O Lord God Almighty, I pray Thee, by the Precious
Blood which Thy Divine Son Jesus shed in His bitter
crowning with thorns, deliver the Souls in Purgatory,
and especially that one amongst them all which would
be the last to depart out of these pains, that it may not
tarry so long a time before it comes to praise Thee in
Thy glory and bless Thee for ever.
Amen.
Our Father, Hail Mary,
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual
light shine upon them, may they rest in peace.
Amen.

Prayer for - Wednesday
O Lord God Almighty, I pray Thee, by the Precious Blood
which Thy Divine Son Jesus shed in the streets of
Jerusalem when He carried the cross upon His sacred
shoulders, deliver the souls in Purgatory and especially
that soul which is richest in merits before Thee; that so,
in that throne of glory which awaits it, it may magnify
Thee and bless Thee for ever.
Amen.
Our Father, Hail Mary,
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual
light shine upon them, may they rest in peace.
Amen.
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Prayer for - Thursday
O Lord God Almighty, I pray Thee by the Precious Body
and Blood of Thy Divine Son Jesus, which He gave with
His own hands upon the eve of His Passion to His
beloved apostles to be their meat and drink, and which
He left to His whole Church to be a perpetual sacrifice
and the life-giving food of His own faithful people,
deliver the souls in Purgatory and especially that one
which was most devoted to this Mystery of infinite
love, that it may with the same
Thy Divine Son, and with
The Holy Spirit, ever praise
Thee for Thy love therein in eternal glory.
Amen.
Our Father, Hail Mary,
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual
light shine upon them, may they rest in peace.
Amen.

Prayer for - Friday
O Lord God Almighty, I pray Thee, by the Precious Blood
which Thy Divine Son Jesus shed upon the wood of the
cross, especially from His most sacred Hands and Feet,
deliver the souls in Purgatory, and especially that soul for
which I am most bound to pray; that no neglect of mine
may hinder it from praising
Thee in Thy glory and blessing
Thee for ever.
Amen.
Our Father, Hail Mary,
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual
light shine upon them, may they rest in peace.
Amen.

Prayer for - Saturday
O Lord God Almighty, I beseech Thee, by the Precious
Blood which gushed forth from the Side of Thy Divine
Son Jesus, in the sight of, and to the extreme pain of His
most holy Mother, Mary, deliver the souls in Purgatory,
and especially that one amongst them all which was the
most devote to her; that it may soon attain unto Thy
glory, there to praise Thee in her and her in
Thee world without end.
Amen.
Our Father, Hail Mary,
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual
light shine upon them, may they rest in peace.
Amen.
The month of November is dedicated to remember
the Holy Souls of those who have died.
St Mark’s Book of Remembrance is displayed during
the month with all Masses dedicated to the
faithful departed.

Welcome to 2021

What glory awaits! What joy and peace!
Today, let us pray for those who have died.
Let us ask for the intercession of those who are in the Kingdom for our
faithful departed and for ourselves.
May we never lose sight of our destiny.
A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or
anyone you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at
(02) 9390 5810 safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

