- Twenty-seventh
Sunday in
Ordinary Time - 2 October 2022 Season of Creation
The dynamic between the apostles and Jesus revealed in
this week’s Gospel is fascinating. Tellingly, rather than
asking for Jesus to increase their faith, they tell him to.
There are similarities here in wanting to have the best seats
at feasts, to be seen as the most devout person in the
temple, and so on. This Gospel passage is part of Luke’s
wider narrative arc which shows Jesus upending social
conventions and questioning mindsets of selfaggrandisement.

Also important is what is at stake. The apostles rather
naively see faith as some measurable thing which they can
possess in greater or lesser amounts. Jesus turns this view
of faith on its head by telling them that even with a smidgen
of faith they could do great things. Faith is not meant to be
accumulated; it is meant to spark action. That Jesus then
goes on to speak of servants doing their duty further
underlines his point that the apostles’ desire for faith needs
to be redirected to action.
With this in mind, we might well ask ourselves whether our
faith is just about making us feel holier; or do we ‘hear both
the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor and do
something about it?
© Nick Brodie Liturgy Help

Join us to pray the Rosary at St Mark’s Church each
Thursday morning following the 9:30am Mass during
the month of October.
"I invite you to pray the
rosary, and to carry it in
your hands or in your
pockets. The recitation
of the rosary is the most
beautiful prayer we can
offer to the Virgin Mary;
it is a contemplation on
the stages of the life of
Jesus the Savior with his
Mother Mary and is a
weapon that protects us
from evils and
temptations,"
Pope Francis

Second Reading
Entrance Antiphon

Cf. Est 4:17

(All) Within your will, O Lord, all things are established, and
there is none that can resist your will. For you have made all
things, the heaven and the earth, and all that is held within
the circle of heaven; you are the Lord of all.

Gloria

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people
of good will.
We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

First Reading

2 Timothy 1.6-8,13-14

A reading from the second letter of Paul to Timothy.

Habakkuk 1.2-3; 2.2-4

A reading from the book of the prophet Habakkuk
The righteous live by their faith.

“O Lord, how long shall I cry for help,
and you will not listen?
Or cry to you ‘Violence!’
and you will not save?
Why do you make me see wrongdoing
and look at trouble?
Destruction and violence are before me;
strife and contention arise.”
Then the Lord answered me and said:
“Write the vision; make it plain on tablets,
so that a runner may read it.
For there is still a vision for the appointed time;
it speaks of the end, and does not lie.
If it seems to tarry, wait for it;
it will surely come, it will not delay.
Look at the proud person!
Their spirit is not right in them,
but the righteous person lives by their faith.”

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 95.1-2,6-7ab.7c-9(R.7c+8a)
(R.) If today you hear God’s voice, harden not your hearts
1. O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise
to the rock of our salvation! Let us come into his presence
with thanks-giving; let us make a joyful noise to him with
songs of praise! (R.)
2. O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before
the Lord, our Maker! For he is our God, and we are the
people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. (R.)
3. O that today you would listen to his voice! Do not harden
your hearts, as at Meribah, as on the day at Massah in the
wilderness, when your ancestors tested me, and put me to
the proof, though they had seen my work. (R.)
! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana.
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal
© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of
the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries,
and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English
in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010
International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.

Do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord.

I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you
through the laying on of my hands; for God did not give us a
spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love
and of self-discipline.
Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or
of me his prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the
Gospel, relying on the power of God.
Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard
from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. Guard
the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy
Spirit living in us.

Gospel Acclamation

1 Peter 1.25

Alleluia, alleluia!
The word of the Lord stands forever; it is the word
given to you, the good news.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Luke 17.5-10

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
If you had faith the size of a mustard seed.

The Apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” The Lord
replied, “If you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could
say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the
sea,’ and it would obey you.
“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come
in from ploughing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at
once and take your place at the table’? Would you not rather
say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, put on your apron and
serve me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink’?
Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded?
So you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to
do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have done only what
we ought to have done!’”

Francis, the man of God, left his home behind,
abandoned his inheritance and became poor
and penniless, but the Lord raised him up.

Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ,
his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
life everlasting. Amen
Prayers of the Faithful
Leader: Heavenly Father, we lift our hearts to you in
prayer that in your mercy you will listen to the needs of
your people.
Reader: Let us pray for nations subject to war and
invasion, that they may be restored to freedom, justice
and peace. (pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: Let us pray for all those who are travelling, that
they may come safely to their destinations. (pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: Let us pray for those who hold public office, that
they will exercise their office for the common good of all.
(pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: Let us pray for the elderly, and for those who
suffer from isolation or illness, that the Lord will strengthen
them with his grace. (pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: Let us pray for those who have died recently and
for those whose anniversaries occur at this time, that they
may know the joy of God’s kingdom. (pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: Merciful Father, hear the prayers we bring to you.
Help us to serve you with grateful hearts.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.
Communion Antiphon
Lam 3:25
(All) The Lord is good to those who hope in him, to the
soul that seeks him.

Sacred Silence, as part of the Mass, is to be observed
at the designated times. Its nature, however, depends on the
moment when it occurs in the different parts of the Mass.
† For in the Penitential Act and again after the invitation to
pray, individuals recollect themselves;
† whereas after a reading or after the homily, all meditate
briefly on what they have heard;
† then after Communion, they praise God in their hearts and
pray to him.
Even before the Mass itself, it is a praiseworthy practice for
silence to be observed, so that all may dispose themselves to
carry out the sacred Mass in a devout and fitting manner.

Did You Know... ...that several senior Catholic
religious representatives were present at Queen
Elizabeth’s state funeral service at Westminster
Abbey? The most prominent Catholic
representative was Cardinal Vincent Nichols,
Archbishop of Westminster, who read one of the
prayers during the service. Other senior Catholics
included Archbishop Leo Cushley of St Andrews
and Edinburgh, Archbishop Mark O’Toole of
Cardiff and Archbishop Paul Gallagher,
representing Pope Francis. There would have
been, of course, many more Catholics amongst
the 2000 or so guests at Westminster Abbey.

“Quote of the Week”
“People of loving service are rare in any walk of life.
Leadeqrs of loving service are still rarer.
But in all cases those who serve will be loved and
remembered when those who cling to power and
privileges are long forgotten.”

Archbishop Justin Welby
Archbishop of Canterbury
Excerpt from sermon at State
Funeral for Queen Elizabeth II

Volunteer Accounts Officer/Bookkeeper
Are you a retired Accounts Officer looking to
contribute your bookkeeping skills to a Catholic
Charity?
Palms Australia facilitates our response, as church, to
global communities who seek mentors to build the
capacity of their organisations and individuals and so
reduce poverty. Securing a part-time volunteer
Accounts Officer will allow Palms to use more of their
donations to recruit, prepare, send, and support the
qualified and experienced Catholics who volunteer
for our mission abroad.
Kevin Wilson will be delighted to discuss the
possibilities.
Ph 0412 550 902 OR E-mail kevin@palms.org.au

2022 Season of Creation Prayer
Creator of All,
From your communion of love your Word went forth to create
a symphony of life that sings your praise.
By your Holy Wisdom you made the Earth to bring forth a
diversity of creatures who praise you in their being. Day after
day they pour forth speech; night after night they reveal
knowledge.
You called human beings to till and keep your garden. You
placed us into right relationships with each creature so that
we could listen to their voices, and learn how to safeguard the
conditions for life. But we turn in on ourselves and away from
our co-creatures.
We close our ears to the counsel of our fellow creatures. We
fail to listen to the cries of the poor and the needs of the most
vulnerable. We silence the voices of those who hold the
traditions that teach us to care for the Earth. We close our ears
to your creative, reconciling and sustaining Word that calls to
us through the Scriptures.
We lament the loss of our fellow species and their habitats
that will never speak again. We grieve the loss of human
cultures, along with the lives and livelihoods that have been
displaced or perished. Creation cries out as forests crackle,
and animals alike flee the fires of injustice that we have lit by
our unwillingness to listen.
In this Season of Creation, we pray that you would call to us,
as from the burning bush, with the sustaining fire of your
Spirit. Breathe upon us. Open our ears and move our hearts.
Turn us from our inward gaze. Teach us to contemplate your
creation, and listen for the voice of each creature declaring
your glory. For “faith comes from hearing.”
Give us hearts to listen for the good news of your promise to
renew the face of the Earth. Enlighten us with the grace to
follow the Way of Christ as we learn to walk lightly upon this
holy ground. Fill us with the hope to quench the fires of
injustice with the light of your healing love that sustains our
common home.
In the name of the One who came to proclaim good news to
all creation, Jesus Christ.

FAITH
Faith is a personal adherence of the whole man to God who
reveals himself. It involves an assent of the intellect and will to
the self-revelation God has made through his deeds and words.
Faith is a supernatural gift from God. In order to believe, man
needs the interior helps of the Holy Spirit.
Faith is necessary for salvation. the Lord himself affirms:
"He who believes and is baptised will be saved; but he who does
not believe will be condemned" (Mk 16:16).
"Faith is a foretaste of the knowledge that will make us blessed
in the life to come" (St. Thomas Aquinas. Comp. theol. 1, 2).
© CCC 176, 179, 183, 184

†October - Month of the Holy Rosary
The month of October each year is dedicated to the Most
Holy Rosary. "Since the prayers of the Rosary come from
such excellent sources - from Our Lord Himself, from
inspired Scripture, and from the Church - it is not
surprising that the Rosary is so dear
to our Blessed Mother and so
powerful with heaven.
Every Thursday in October 6,13,20 &
28 following the 9:30am Mass the
Rosary will be prayer and led by
Sr Antonia. All Welcome.

Pray the Rosary each Thursday morning following
the 9:30am Mass during the month of October.

†Saturday 1 October - St Therese of the Child Jesus
Catholics around the world honour the life of St. Thérèse
of the Child Jesus, or St. Thérèse of Lisieux on her feast
day. St. Thérèse was born January 2, 1873 in Alençon,
France to pious parents, both of whom are scheduled to
be canonized in October 2016. Her mother died when
she was four, leaving her father and elder sisters to raise
her.

†Tuesday 4 October - St Francis of Assisi
Celebrate the feast of St. Francis of Assisi, the Italian
deacon who brought renewal to the Church through his
decision to follow Jesus' words as literally as possible.

†Friday 7 October - Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary
Pope Leo XIII was particularly devoted to Our Lady of the
Rosary, producing 11 encyclicals on the subject of this
feast and its importance in the course of his long
pontificate.

†Sunday 9 October - Year 12 HSC Mass
At 6.00pm Mass on Sunday 9 October 2022
we gather to prayer for our year 12 students as
they begin their HSC this week.

†Friday 14 October - Sacrament of Penance
Applications close for First Reconciliation for year 2
and above.

†Saturday 15 October - St Teresa of Jesus (Avila)
We celebrate the Spanish Carmelite reformer and mystic
St. Teresa of Avila, whose life of prayer enriched the
Church during the 16th century counter-reformation.

†Sunday 16 October - Year 2 Family Mass
All Year 2 family and friends are welcome to our 9.00am
family Mass followed by morning tea.

†Tuesday 18 October - Saint Luke
St. Luke, the physician and companion of St. Paul whose
gospel preserved the most extensive biography of Jesus
Christ.

†Thursday 20 October - Reconciliation Parents Meeting
Attendance essential for all candidates parents of children
making their first reconciliation.

†Sunday 23 October - World Mission Sunday
Pope Francis, in his 2022 World Mission Sunday message,
invites everyone to answer the call to be missionary,
sharing that "Mission is carried out together, not
individually..."

The following tips may help you make the most of
praying the Rosary:
† Try focusing more on the mysteries than on the actual prayers.
†

Avoid distractions by praying in a quiet location.

†

You may offer up your Rosary for a specific person, intention,
etc. Even distractions may be offered up

†

Pray the Rosary with your whole family

†

Hang Rosary beads around a doorknob (if safe) to remind
yourself to pray the Rosary often.

†

Keep praying and you'll get better with time. Don't give up.

†

Make a commitment to pray the Rosary daily.

You'll be glad you did.

St Mark’s 73rd Anniversary of the
Dedication of the Church
1949 - 2022
29 September 1949
The Consecration of the Church on
the Feast of St. Michael the
Archangel in 1949 was an event.
Parishioner Tony Ficarra was
chosen as an Altar boy for this
event in 1949 and was delighted
with a day off school!
Monsignor Meany and Father
Reynolds were the Parish priest at
that time and weaved their way
around the Church with weather just right for a liturgy full of
meaning.
The Church statues were cleaned, the marble was polished and
repairs were done.
Over the years Tony has recounted his story and if you ask him
today, I am sure he will tell it again as we celebrate 73 years of
the Dedication of the Church St Mark’s Drummoyne.

United in Baptism,
Nourished by the Eucharist,
Guided by the Holy Spirit,
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community,
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel,
Reaching Out to Those in Need,
Journeying Together,
Growing in Faith.

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses
Monday & Friday 8:00am
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am
Wednesday 7:30am
Saturday 12 noon
Saturday Reconciliation 11:30am - 11:55am
Saturday Vigil 5:30pm
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm
Scan the QR code to donate to support the
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and
vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:
Maureen Hanvey, Jenny Taubhorn, Nancy Rice, Julie Taylor,
Nora Bateman, Tony Murphy, Milly Di Blasio,
Lina Giannandrea, Rocco Zoccali, Meagan Ficarra,
Patricia Ficarra, Heather Burbidge, Wendy Madden and
Patricia Ryan.

Remembering those who have gone before us.
Manfred Taubhorn, Daisy Gill, Francis Crowe, Julia Crowe,
Brian Lees, Beverley and Peter Cotter, Maria Mathal,
Gemma Holmes, Mary Florence Cantem, Teresa Pugliese and
Nicola Giannandrea.

With COVID still circulating, our Church doors and windows
are to remain open to provide adequate ventilation when we
have a congregation.
The heat flows from the floor vents at the side aisles.
If you feel the cold we suggest you sit in the pews at the side
aisle and dress appropriately.
\

Recently Deceased. Rhona Egan.
We welcome into our faith community this
Sunday through the
Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s

Eternal rest grant unto them,
O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May all the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Amen.

Gabriella Giuliana D'Onofrio
and we congratulate her parents.
God bless you.

November Mass Offerings:
The month of November is dedicated to
remember the Holy Souls of those who have
died.
To include your remembrance in all Masses
during the month of November and to be
included in the
St Mark’s Remembrance book, envelopes are
available in the Church foyer.
Please return all remembrance envelopes to
the parish office for publishing.

The Sacrament of Penance
Reconciliation 2022.

WANTED: Ministers of the Word, our reader’s proclaim
the word so our congregation might hear God’s word.
Our Parish is in need of readers for all our Masses, if you
are interested contact the Parish office or speak to a reader.
Safeguarding requirements are needed for all

The Sacrament of Penance restores the relationship of the
Church to God. One of the seven sacraments of the Church,
it is a sacrament of healing and reconciliation. Freed from
sin, the Church is offered the grace to renew its life of
discipleship and service.
Applications are available for Year 2 and above to collect
from the front porch of the Parish office.
Applications close Friday 14 October 2022

St Mark’s Catholic Parish
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047
Tel: (02) 9181 1795
Email: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

St Mark’s Church Hearing
Loop installed

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on
the pew for others to pick up.

Administrator: Fr Denis Minns OP
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP
Pastoral Associate: Sr Antonia Nedu ISR
Chair Parish Pastoral Council: Ms Celine Cheng
School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.
St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land.

Gospel Reflection: How much faith does one have to have? How much faith is enough? How is it possible to measure one person’s
faith against another?
When the disciples asked Jesus to increase their faith, what exactly were they asking of him? These fishermen and nobodies chosen
as disciples by Jesus must surely have had moments of realisation that they were not the sorts of young men normally chosen by
Rabbis to be disciples. They must have looked around at the disciples of other teachers and seen that, by comparison, they weren’t
really in the same league. So they ask Jesus to increase their faith. What they’re saying is: make us more like the sorts of people we
think we should be. Jesus counters their request by telling them that if they had faith the size of a tiny mustard seed they could
accomplish great things. It’s not a matter of how much faith one has but what they do with it. How much faith does it take to do
great things? Jesus says that it only takes the tiniest scrap of faith.
Jesus follows up this statement by pointing out to the disciples that no matter how small the amount of faith, it carries with it a
responsibility and duty to act upon it. One shouldn’t be looking for acclaim and special treatment when one acts out of faith as that
is simply what is expected. The gift of faith carries with it a duty to live that faith and act upon it.
Historical Context – Servants and Slaves: When speaking about doing what is expected, Jesus uses the image of a servant or slave.
Whilst this image may be a difficult one for us, Jesus is simply using an image that would have held meaning to his audience. The
sense of doing what is expected without anticipating acclaim was best captured in the time by talking about a servant or slave. This
does not suggest that Jesus condoned the practice of slavery or servitude – they were just cultural norms at the time. When Jesus
spoke about these matters it was only to ensure that slave and servants were treated fairly.
Scriptural context – A lesson for the disciples: For the last few months, in the Sunday gospel readings, we have been working our
way through the second half of the gospel of Luke. From the end of chapter 9 onwards, the gospel charts the journey of Jesus
towards Jerusalem. Throughout this journey, Jesus teaches his disciples and attempts to prepare them for his departure and their
need to step up and take on his ministry. Today’s passage is an example of this instruction to the disciples. Jesus makes clear that
they are being called to give their lives to faith in service of others without expecting any return – just as Jesus does!
Gospel Focus – Faith: The disciples ask Jesus to increase their faith, but their question – and the reply given by Jesus – does not make
clear the faith that they want increased. Is it their faith in God; their faith in themselves; or their faith in the people they are called
to serve? The response by Jesus suggests that, in fact, it is faith in all these things. Faith in God and faith in self are intrinsically
linked and Jesus makes plain to the disciples that this faith must find its expression in selfless service to others.
Questions?
Q. Why might the disciples have asked Jesus to increase their faith?
Q. Why is it impossible to ‘measure’ faith?
Q. How much faith is enough faith?
Q. Who are the ‘people of faith’ that you admire? What inspires you about them?

* Trail of Blessings.
* Boost for Palliative Care research.
* Requiem for a Monarch.
* Men gather around the world to recite the Rosary.

© Greg Sunter

$2
Available in the Church foyer

Welcome to 2021

Our Father (The Lord’s Prayer)
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy
kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen.
Hail Mary
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou
among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy
Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners,
now and at the hour of our death. Amen.
Glory Be
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.
Prayer of Fatima
O My Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fires of hell; lead
all souls to heaven, especially those in most need of Thy mercy.
Amen
Hail Holy Queen
Hail Holy Queen, Mother of mercy; our life, our sweetness, and
our hope. To you do we cry, poor banished children of Eve.
To you do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this
valley of tears. Turn, then, most gracious advocate, your eyes of
mercy toward us. And after this, our exile, show unto us the
blessed fruit of your womb, Jesus. O clement, O loving, O sweet
Virgin Mary. Pray for us, O holy O holy Mother of God, that we
may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.
Amen
A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

