
Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time  -  25 September 2022 

Insects, Heaven and Hell 
The rich man (‘Dives’) is so totally self-absorbed in the  
self-indulgence of his wealth that he does not even notice 
poor Lazarus at his gate. He created such a huge chasm 
between himself and the poor that not one crumb of food 
or companionship could cross over to Lazarus. 
This chasm, created by Dives, was fixed at the moment of 
his death so that not one part of the life of Paradise could 
cross over to him – not even a drop of water. Hell is not a 
punishment sent by God. It is simply the continuation of the 
Divide which some have chosen as that which defines who 
they are. Hell is of our own making. 
We could pause for a moment to check that we are making 
such choices that we become amongst those ‘carried gently 
by the angels into Paradise’.         © Fr Michael Tate  

Dear brothers and sisters, and, in a special way, young 

people! If we want to cooperate with our heavenly 

Father in building the future, let us do so together with 

our brothers and sisters who are migrants and refugees.  
 

Let us build the future today!  For the future begins 

today and it begins with each of us. We cannot leave to 

future generations the burden of responsibility for 

decisions that need to be made now, so that God’s plan 

for the world may be realized and his Kingdom of justice, 

fraternity, and peace may come. 
 
 

Lord, make us bearers of hope, 

so that where there is darkness, 

your light may shine, 

and where there is discouragement, 

confidence in the future may be reborn. 
 
 

Lord, make us instruments of your justice, 

so that where there is exclusion, fraternity may flourish, 

and where there is greed, a spirit of sharing may grow. 
 
 

Lord, make us builders of your Kingdom, 

together with migrants and refugees 

and with all who dwell on the peripheries. 
 

Lord, let us learn how beautiful it is 

to live together as brothers and sisters.  

                      Amen.                 

                                POPE FRANCIS 

108th World Day of Migrants and Refugees  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

 
 

Gospel                                         Luke 16.19-31 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
You received good things, but Lazarus received evil; now he is comforted,  
while you are in agony.  
Jesus told this parable to those among the Pharisees who 
loved money: “There was a rich man who was dressed in  
purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. 
And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with 
sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the 
rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his 
sores. 
“The poor man died and was carried away by the Angels to 
be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried.  
In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and 
saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. He called 
out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus 
to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I 
am in agony in these flames.’ 
“But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime 
you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner 
evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in  
agony. Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm 
has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from 
here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to 
us.’ 
“The man who had been rich said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to 
send Lazarus to my father’s house, for I have five brothers, 
that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into 
this place of torment.’ 
 

“Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; they 
should listen to them.’ He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if 
someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’  
Abraham said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the 
Prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone  
rises from the dead.’”  

Entrance Antiphon               Dn 3:31,29,30,43,42

(All) All that you have done to us, O Lord, you have done 
with true judgement, for we have sinned against you and not 
obeyed your commandments. But give glory to your name 
and deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 
 

Gloria       
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people  
of good will.  
We praise you,  
we bless you,  
we adore you,  
we glorify you,  
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King,  
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world,  receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  
Amen.  
 

First Reading                          Amos 6.1a,4-7 

A reading from the book of the prophet Amos  
The carousing of those at ease will pass away; they will head the line of exiles.    
Thus says the Lord, the God of hosts: “Alas for those who 
are at ease in Zion, and for those who feel secure on Mount 
Samaria! 
 

“Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, and lounge on their 
couches, and eat lambs from the flock, and calves from the 
stall; who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp, and like 
David improvise on instruments of music; who drink wine 
from bowls, and anoint themselves with the finest oils, but 
are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 
 

“Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, and the 
revelry of those who lie in ease shall pass away.”  
 
 

Responsorial Psalm         Psalm 146.6c-7,8-9a,9b-10 (R.1)   

(R.) Praise the Lord my soul!       
 

1. It is the Lord who keeps faith forever, who executes justice 
for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. The Lord 
sets the prisoners free. (R.) 
 

2. The Lord opens the eyes of the blind and lifts up those 
who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous and 
watches over the strangers. (R.) 
 

3. The Lord upholds the orphan and the widow, but the way 
of the wicked he brings to ruin. The Lord will reign forever, 
your God, O Zion, for all generations. (R.) 

Second Reading                     1 Timothy 6.11-16 

A reading from the first letter of Paul to Timothy. 
As you await our Lord’s return in glory, keep his commandments perfectly.             
As for you, Timothy, man of God; pursue righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. Fight the good 
fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which you 
were called and for which you made the good confession in 
the presence of many witnesses. 
 

In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of 
Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate 
made the good confession, I charge you to keep the 
commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which he will bring about at the right 
time. He is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings 
and Lord of lords. 
 

It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in 
unapproachable light, whom no human being has ever seen 
or can see; to him be honour and eternal dominion. Amen.  

Gospel Acclamation                  2 Corinthians 8.9 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus Christ was rich but he became poor, to make you 
rich out of his poverty. 
Alleluia! 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana. 
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal 

© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton 
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of 
the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, 

and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English 
in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 

International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 



 
 
 

 
Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of the Faithful  
Leader: Heavenly Father, we lift our hearts to you in  
prayer that in your mercy you will listen to the needs of 
your people.                                           
 

Reader: Let us pray for all Christ’s faithful, that they may 
bear witness to the saving power of God. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for outcasts and refugees, that they 
will always find a welcome in our midst. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for those who have been blessed with 
an abundance of good things, that they may open their 
hands and their hearts to the poor. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for all who are sick or who suffer in 
any way, that they will be comforted. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.   

 

Reader: Let us pray for those who have died recently and 
for those whose anniversaries occur at this time, that they 
may be carried to the bosom of Abraham. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Leader: Merciful Father, hear the prayers we bring to you. 
Help us to serve you with grateful hearts.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord.    
All: Amen. 
 

Communion Antiphon                  Cf. Ps 118:49-50

(All) Remember your word to your servant, O Lord, by 
which you have given me hope. This is my comfort when  
I am brought low. 

End of Term Prayer  

We thank you Lord, for this term.  
For the challenges, the successes, and the mistakes from 

which we have learnt.  
Be with us as we spend our time with family and friends.  

Give us strength and courage to do what is right:  
to be witnesses of our faith.  

Help us to be a practical Christian these holidays, to 
appreciate what others do for us, to give time and effort to 

help others. To be peacemakers in our family.  
Keep us safe in our activities; give us good rest and good fun.  

Bring us back refreshed and ready for a new term.  
We thank you for our classmates, teachers, parents and a 

community that cares for us.  
Amen 



WANTED: Ministers of the Word, our reader’s proclaim 

the word so our congregation might hear God’s word.  
 

Our Parish is in need of readers for all our Masses, if you 

are interested contact the Parish office or speak to a reader.  
Safeguarding requirements are needed for all  

Parish volunteers. 

 

Jubilee Year 
The Catholic Church celebrates a Jubilee every 25 years. 
It is a time to revitalize the daily life of the Church and of 

every Christian. 
Each Jubilee Year has a theme.  

Pope Francis has chosen “Pilgrims of Hope”  
as the theme of Jubilee 2025. 

A Jubilee is “ordinary” if it falls after the customary  
25-year period, and “extraordinary” when it is 

proclaimed by for some outstanding event.  
The 2025 Jubilee will take place in line with the  

25-year gap period. 

We congratulate Fr John Pham who celebrated his 
Mass of Thanksgiving in Vietnam with his family.  

Fr John celebrated his 2nd Ordination anniversary on 
19 September 2022.  

National Online Conference 
for Evangelisation:  

October 20-22 
The Australian Bishops Commission for 

Evangelisation, Laity and Ministry will host a 
national online conference on evangelisation from 

October 20-22. 
The conference, drawing on the Commission’s 

mandate, will promote understanding and explore 
practices of evangelisation in Australia 

through encounters with Christ, formation 
in discipleship, and mission in the world.  

It seeks to empower Catholics to carry forward the 
Church’s evangelising mission after the second 

assembly of the Fifth Plenary Council of Australia. 
 

“This conference for evangelisation will highlight 
the interconnection of the missionary call of each 

baptised person and dynamic faith communities in 
fulfilling the Church’s mission to evangelise. Local 
communities are encouraged to host gatherings to 

be a part of the conference dialogue.”  

https://eventfrog.eventsair.com/evangelise-conference/conf22/Site/Register


 

†Tuesday 27 September - St Vincent de Paul         

The Catholic Church remembers Saint Vincent de Paul, 
the French, 17th century priest known as the patron of 
Catholic charities for his apostolic work among the poor 
and marginalized.  
 
 
 

†Thursday 29 September - Sts Michael, Gabriel, Raphael        

The three Archangels Michael, Gabriel and Raphael are 
the only angels named in Sacred Scripture and all three 
have important roles in the history of salvation.  

†Friday 30 September - CWL Meeting        

Our next CWL meeting will be held, starting with a bring 
your own lite lunch from 11:30am before our meeting at 
1:00pm. Upstairs in the Parish Centre.  

†Friday 30 September - Saint Jerome         

Besides his contributions as a Church Father and 
patronage of subsequent Catholic scholarship, Jerome is 
also regarded as a patron of people with difficult 
personalities, owing to the sometimes extreme approach 
which he took in articulating his scholarly opinions. 

†October - Month of the Holy Rosary          

The month of October each year is dedicated to the Most 
Holy Rosary. "Since the prayers of the Rosary come from 
such excellent sources -  from Our Lord Himself, from 
inspired Scripture, and from the Church - it is not 
surprising that the Rosary is so dear to our Blessed 
Mother and so powerful with heaven.  
Every Thursday in October 6,13,20 & 28 following the 
9:30am Mass the Rosary will be prayer and led by  
Sr Antonia. All Welcome.  

†Saturday 1 October  - St Therese of the Child  Jesus         

Catholics around the world honour the life of St. Thérèse 
of the Child Jesus, or St. Thérèse of Lisieux on her feast 
day.  St. Thérèse was born January 2, 1873 in Alençon, 
France to pious parents, both of whom are scheduled to 
be canonized in October 2016. Her mother died when 
she was four, leaving her father and elder sisters to raise 
her.  

†Tuesday 4 October  - St Francis of Assisi          

Celebrate the feast of St. Francis of Assisi, the Italian 
deacon who brought renewal to the Church through his 
decision to follow Jesus' words as literally as possible.   

†Friday 7 October  - Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary           

Pope Leo XIII was particularly devoted to Our Lady of the 
Rosary, producing 11 encyclicals on the subject of this 
feast and its importance in the course of his long 
pontificate.  

†Sunday 9 October  - Year 12 HSC Mass          

At 6.00pm Mass on Sunday 9 October 2022  
we gather to prayer for our year 12 students as  
they begin their HSC this week.   

†Friday 14 October  - Sacrament of Penance         

Applications close for First Reconciliation for year 2  
and above.  

Pray the Rosary each Thursday morning following  
the 9:30am Mass during the month of October.  

 
Last Sunday the  

Archbishop 
enjoyed a 

warm 
reception from 

St Mark’s 
parishioners 

following Mass.  



St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
 

Monday & Friday 8:00am  
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am 
 

Saturday 12 noon  
Saturday Reconciliation 11:30am - 11:55am  

 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm  

 

 Scan the QR code to donate to support the  
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

 
St Mark’s Catholic Parish  

33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     
Tel: (02) 9181 1795    

Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Administrator:  Fr Denis Minns OP     
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP   

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your 
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on 

the pew for others to pick up.  

With COVID still circulating, our Church doors and windows 

are to remain open to provide adequate ventilation when we 
have a congregation. 
\The heat flows from the floor vents at the side aisles.  
If you feel the cold we suggest you sit in the pews at the side 
aisle and dress appropriately.  

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and 

vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:  
Maureen Hanvey, Jenny Taubhorn, Nancy Rice, Julie Taylor, 
Nora Bateman, Tony Murphy, Milly Di Blasio,  
Lina Giannandrea, Rocco Zoccali, Meagan Ficarra,  
Patricia Ficarra, Heather Burbidge, Wendy Madden and 
Patricia Ryan.  

Remembering those who have gone before us. 

Brian Lees, Beverley and Peter Cotter, Maria Mathal,  
Daisy Gill, Gemma Holmes, Mary Florence Cantem,  
Sr Claire Burgess rsj, Teresa Pugliese, Nicola Giannandrea, 
Emmanuel Mifsud, George Andreou, Charlie Camilleri and 
Paul Rota. 

Recently Deceased. Rose Borg, Ann McNeil, Judy McCoy,  

Luigi Cavicchia, Margherita De Sisto Tosatto, Alba Pantaleo,  
and Anne Kelly. 

 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them,  
O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

May all the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  

Amen. 

Are you someone or do you know 
someone who  

 

† Has expressed an interest in becoming Catholic? 

† Has a child over the age of seven who has not been baptized? 

† Was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not celebrated the 
Sacraments of Confirmation & Eucharist? 
 

If you would like to become Catholic or learn more about the 
Catholic faith this process is a good place to start.  
At St. Mark’s Parish, a programme starts soon. This is a gradual 
process of inquiry and each person's journey is their own, there is 
flexibility to meet individual needs. 
 

You have friends or family who are baptised Catholics and you 
would like to know more. For more information contact Parish 
Office or email pa@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 

 

 

The Sacrament of Penance restores the relationship of the 

Church to God. One of the seven sacraments of the Church, 

it is a sacrament of healing and reconciliation. Freed from 

sin, the Church is offered the grace to renew its life of 

discipleship and service.  

Applications are available for Year 2 and above to collect 

from the front porch of the Parish office. 

Applications close Friday 14 October 2022 

The Sacrament of Penance  
Reconciliation 2022. 

 

        We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s 
 

Emma Loren Gissing &  
Vienna Anne Scuglia.   

and we congratulate their parents. 
   God bless you. 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
mailto:pa@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au


 

 

Gospel Reflection: In the Old Testament, it is made very clear that how well the people are living in relationship with God is  
measured by how well the very least in the society are being treated. Time and again, God makes plain to the people, through the 
prophets, that what they are expected to do is live in right relationship with one another and with God. The cyclic rise and fall in 
fortune of the people of Israel is a direct result of the way in which they treat the poor and lowly of the society. When all in the  
society are properly cared for, Israel flourishes; but when the widows and orphans and other marginalised people are neglected and 
even rejected, then trouble befalls Israel. Today’s first reading, from the prophet Amos, is an example of this cycle and an example 
of the role the prophets played in calling the people back to faithfulness with God and faithfulness with one another. Amos berates 
those who luxuriate in comfort whilst ignoring the plight of others.  

The theme continues then into the gospel passage. The rich man lives in extravagant luxury but ignores the plight of Lazarus who is 
starving at his door. (This is not the same Lazarus that Jesus raised from the dead.) Both men die and, as Jesus taught over and over 
again, the poor man Lazarus is welcomed into the kingdom of God but the rich man, who ignored his neighbour, is trapped in 
Hades. When the rich man asks that Lazarus be sent back to life to warn others of the fate that awaits them, Abraham reminds him 
that the people of Israel have had a long line of prophets calling them back to faithfulness but their message has been ignored. 
 

Gospel Focus – Rising from the dead: At the end of the passage, Abraham says that if the people of Israel have not been convinced to 
change their ways by the great prophets throughout time, then ‘they will not be convinced even if someone should rise from the 
dead’. This is obviously a reference to the fact that by the time of the writing of this gospel – some 50+ years after Jesus – most of 
the Jews remained unconvinced by the message of Jesus, despite his rising from the dead. It is an indication of the rising tension 
between Jews and Christians at the time of writing. 

Living the Gospel – Paying attention: It’s easy to be distracted by ‘having’ and forget to pay attention to ‘being’. There is no  
suggestion in the gospel passage that the rich man is in any way wicked or sinful, other than his lack of attention to the needs of one 
sitting at his gate. In the eyes of his neighbours, he was probably a very upright and just man, fulfilling all the purity requirements 
of his faith. But his focus of attention was on himself and not others. He lacked the compassion and mellowness of heart that Jesus 
reminded people was expected by God.  

Scriptural context – Gates: The poor man, Lazarus, is described as sitting at the gate of the rich man. We have a picture of Lazarus 
sitting on the outside looking in at all that he cannot have. Gates are used both literally and metaphorically throughout the gospel of 
Luke. In the cities and towns of Palestine, gates marked a physical barrier between those who were ‘in’ and those who were ‘out’. 
But they also marked the boundaries of society. Those who were permitted to sleep within the walls were the acceptable of society. 
Those who were shut outside the gates and outside the city of an evening were the unacceptable. 
 

Questions? 
Q. What is the intended message of the story for those who are poor and marginalised?    
Q. Is this story told to simply scare people into doing the right thing?    
Q. If a society is measured by its treatment of the poorest, how would you rate our country?  
Q. How is it possible to get ‘distracted’ by wealth and possessions? © Greg Sunter  

 

$2 
Available in the Church foyer  

* DAI LE: Western Sydney talks back.      

* Campion Ball: A Knight to Remember.          

* Reaching out to Africa.       

* The horror we don ’t mention.    

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
Gift of Time 2022 Magazine 

Look for your Gift of Time 2022  
magazine liftout inside this issue of  

The Catholic Weekly 

St Vincent de Paul was born to a French peasant family in 1580. He was a 
highly intelligent youth and was educated by the Franciscans for several 
years, before being ordained at the age of 20. In 1605 he was captured 
by Turkish pirates who sold him into slavery, but won his freedom after 
he converted one of his masters to Christianity. After returning to France, 
he served as a parish priest near Paris and began to establish charitable 
organisations that helped the poor, nursed the sick and found work for 
the unemployed. St Vincent founded the Congregation of the Daughters 
of Charity with Louise de Marillac, and instituted the Congregation of 
Priests of the Mission, also known as the Lazarists. Today the Society of  
St Vincent de Paul provides relief to people in need across the world. 

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/
https://donate.vinnies.org.au/donation-hub


Welcome to 2021  

 
 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

Each week St Mark’s produces a 
Children’s Liturgy bulletin with 
gospel YouTube links,  gospel 
reflections, celebrating saints and 
feast days and activities to help 
your child, understand God who 
speaks to them daily. 
 

 Download online or collect a 
bulletin from  the Church foyer 
when attending Mass.   

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/bulletins/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/bulletins/

