Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time - 11 September 2022
Sinners and Archery
Rule-obsessed Pharisees complained that Jesus ‘welcomes
sinners and eats with them’. So, who are ‘sinners’? The word
commonly used in the Gospels for sin is ‘hamartia’ which
refers to an arrow falling short of the target.
Our target is sharing in the life of God, but we often miss the
mark, falling short through laziness and negligence,
sometimes by deliberately shooting the arrow of our life in
the wrong direction. We need the forgiveness of God,
expressed in the hospitality of Jesus Christ, to encourage us
to aim better.
At every Mass, we are invited to share in the re-enactment
of Jesus’ expert drawing of the bow, letting fly and perfectly
hitting the mark in his life, death, resurrection and ascension
to heavenly glory.
We could pause for a moment to pray that Jesus may
encourage and empower us to be the archers we are meant
to be.
© Fr Michael Tate

Confirmation is the sacrament which enriches the baptised
with the gifts of the Holy Spirit so that they may grow in
stature as Christians and give witness to Christ more fully.
Baptised in Christ and sealed by the Holy Spirit at
Confirmation, the Christian is then called to the table of the
Lord in the sacrament of the Eucharist.
St Mark’s Confirmation candidates will celebrate this blessed
Sacrament this week with Fr Denis and Bishop Brady.
We ask you to keep them in your prayers and we thank
Mrs Sharon Williams and Fr Denis for preparing the children.

The Sacrament of Penance
Reconciliation 2022.
The Sacrament of Penance restores the relationship of the
Church to God. One of the seven sacraments of the Church,
it is a sacrament of healing and reconciliation. Freed from
sin, the Church is offered the grace to renew its life of
discipleship and service.
Applications are available for Year 2 and above to collect
from the front porch of the Parish office.
Applications close Friday 14 October 2022

Safeguarding Sunday 2022
God, our Father,
We thank You for the gift of love and the gift of life.
We thank You for the gift of our children.
We ask You to send your holy angels to protect and guide
them each day so that they will walk the narrow path of
purity, self-control and obedience, as was taught to us by
Your own Son, Jesus Christ.
We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord, in union with the
Holy Spirit. Amen

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Entrance Antiphon

Cf. Sir 36:18

(All) Give peace, O Lord, to those who wait for you, that your
prophets be found true. Hear the prayers of your servant,
and of your people Israel.

Gloria

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of
good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you,
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you
take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; you are
seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

First Reading

A reading from the book of Exodus

Exodus 32:7-11. 13-14

The Lord changed his mind about the disaster he has planned to bring upon the people.

At the top of Mount Sinai, the Lord said to Moses, “Go down
at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land
of Egypt, have acted perversely; they have been quick to
turn aside from the way that I commanded them; they have
cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshipped
it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods,
O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’”
The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how
stiff-necked they are. Now let me alone, so that my wrath
may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of
you I will make a great nation.” But Moses implored the Lord
his God, and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot
against your people, whom you brought out of the land of
Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? Remember
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to
them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your
descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I
have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall
inherit it forever.’ And the Lord changed his mind about the
disaster that he planned to bring on his people.
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 51.1-2,10-11,15+17,(R.Lk.15,18)
(R.) I will rise and go to my father.
1. Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast
love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my
transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and
cleanse me from my sin. (R.)
2. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and
right spirit within me. Do not cast me away from your
presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. (R.)
3. O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your
praise. The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a
broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. (R.)

Second Reading

1Timothy 1,12-17

A reading from the first letter of Paul to Timothy.
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.

I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened
me, because he judged me faithful and appointed me to his
service, even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a
persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy
because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of
our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in
Christ Jesus. The saying is sure and worthy of full
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners, of whom I am the foremost. But for that very reason I
received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ
might display the utmost patience, making me an example to
those who would come to believe in him for eternal life.
To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be
honour and glory forever and ever. Amen.

Gospel Acclamation

2 Corinthians 5.19

Alleluia, alleluia!
God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself;
and the Good News of reconciliation he has entrusted
to us. Alleluia!

Gospel

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
There will be joy in heaven over one sinner who repents.

Luke 15.1-32

All the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen
to Jesus. And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling
and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with
them.” So Jesus told them a parable: “Which one of you,
having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not
leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one
that is lost until he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it
on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes home,
he calls together his friends and neighbours, saying to them,
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’
Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons
who need no repentance. “Or what woman having ten silver
coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep
the house, and search carefully until she finds it? When she
has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbours,
saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had
lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the
Angels of God over one sinner who repents.” Then Jesus
said, ‘There was a man who had two sons. The younger
said to his father, “Father, let me have the share of the
property that will belong to me.” So the father divided his
property between them. A few days later, the younger son
gathered all he had and travelled to a distant country where
he squandered his property in dissolute living. ‘When he had
spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that
country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired
himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent
him to feed the pigs. The young man would gladly have filled
himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one
gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said,
“How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough to
spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go to
my father, and I will say to him, Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be
called your son; treat me as one of your hired hands”. “So
he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off,
his father saw him and was filled with compassion he ran
and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son
said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and
before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” But
the father said to his slaves, “Quickly bring out a robe, the
best one, and put it one him, put a ring on his finger and
sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let
us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is
alive again, he was lost and is found.” they began to
celebrate. ‘Now the elder son was in the fields, and when he
came and approached the house, he heard music and
dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was
going on. The slaved replied “Your brother has come, and
your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him
back safe and sound. The elder son became angry and
refused to go in, his father came out and began to plead with
him, but he answered his father, “Listen for all these years I
have been working like a slave for you, and I have never
disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me a
young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. But
when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your
property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!
‘Then the father said to him, “son, you are always with me,
and all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and
rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has
come to life! He was lost and has been found.

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ,
his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.
Amen
Prayers of the Faithful
Leader: Let us now pause to bring our prayers before our
Heavenly Father.
Reader: Let us pray that the Church throughout the world,
will continue to spread the good news about God’s Love.
(pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: Let us pray that nations at war will find peace
through forgiveness. (pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: Let us pray for families that they may grow
stronger and more resilient in their love and care for one
another so that children are raised in safe and nurturing
environments.
(pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for those who will receive the gifts of the
Spirit this week will always walk with Christ and rejoice in
the new life he offers.
(pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: Let us pray for those who have died that they will
live forever in God’s embrace and may her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II rest in peace and rise in glory. (pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: Heavenly Father, you rejoice when those who
were lost are found. Help us to remember how much we
are loved.
All: Amen.
Communion Antiphon
Cf. Ps 35:8
(All) How precious is your mercy, O God! The children of
men seek shelter in the shadow of your wings.

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana.
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal
© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of
the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries,
and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English
in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010
International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.

Queen Elizabeth Remembered as ‘A Shining
Light in Our History’ After Death
Pope Francis, who met with the queen in 2014, said he was
deeply saddened to learn of the queen’s death and offered his
“heartfelt condolences” to the Royal Family, U.K., and the
Commonwealth.
“I willingly join all who mourn her loss in praying for the late
Queen’s eternal rest, and in paying tribute to her life of
unstinting service to the good of the Nation and the
Commonwealth, her example of devotion and duty, her
steadfast witness of faith in Jesus Christ and her firm hope in his
promises,” Pope Francis said in a telegram to King Charles III,
who ascended to the throne the moment the queen passed away.
“Our prayer is that she is now received into the merciful
presence of God, there to be reunited with her beloved Prince
Philip. This is the promise of our faith, and our deep
consolation. “Queen Elizabeth II will remain, always, a shining
light in our history. May she now rest in peace.
We pray for His Majesty the King, as he assumes his new office
even as he mourns his mother. God save the King.

Britain's Queen Elizabeth II meets with Pope Francis at the
Vatican on April 3 2014. Over the years, she has also met many
of his papal predecessors.

Pope Benedict XVI, accompanied by
Queen Elizabeth II in Britain. 2010

Queen Elizabeth II and Pope John Paul
II, Oct. 13, 1980. Vatican city.

Queen Elizabeth II with Pope John XXIII after
the pontiff received her in audience in the
Vatican City, 1961. They met again in 1965.

Long Term Volunteer Opportunities in the
Australia-Pacific Region The Cagliero Project, Salesians of Don Bosco
We are seeking long term (6-12 month) volunteers for
January 2023 to work with young people in our
Salesian communities with disadvantaged young people
in Samoa, Cambodia, Timor Leste, Solomon Islands and
Australia. Applications close October 31st, 2022.
Send us an inquiry - www.cagliero.org.au or
lhichaaba@salesians.org.au
On behalf of this parish, we thank you
for supporting Priest’s Retirement
Foundation Appeal. Through your gift,
we are able to continue in our mission to
provide care for our growing number of
sick and retired priests in the Archdiocese
of Sydney. If you missed the special
collection you can still donate visit:
www.ourfaithourworks.org/prf or scan
the QR code.

Keeping us all safe.
Please hand sanitise when entering the Church, masks are
optional and recommended, where possible maintain social
distancing and do not replace your parish bulletin,
we ask you to take it home. Thank you

Do You Volunteer
at St Mark’s? If Yes…

†Monday 12 September - Sacrament of Penance
First Reconciliation for year 2 and above applications are
available to collect form the porch of the Parish office.
Applications close 14 October 2022.

†Wednesday 14 September—Exaltation of the Holy Cross
We should glory in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, in
whom is our salvation, life and resurrection, through
whom we are saved and delivered.

†Wednesday 14 & Thursday 15 Sept - Confirmation
Celebrated at St Mark’s Church.

†Thursday 15 September - Our Lady of Sorrows
Happy are you, O blessed Virgin Mary; without dying you
won the martyr's crown beside the cross of the Lord.

†Sunday 18 September - St Mark, the Evangelist
This is the Sunday we celebrate in our Parish and give
recognition to St Mark, the author of the second Gospel
and the patron saint of notaries. He wrote the Gospel in
Greek for the Gentile converts to Christianity. Tradition
says the Romans asked St. Mark to record the teachings of
St. Peter about Jesus.

†Wednesday 21 September - Saint Matthew
As Jesus was walking on he saw a man named Matthew
sitting by the customs house, and he said to him, ‘Follow
me.’ And he got up and followed him.

†Friday 23 September - Catechist Meeting & Lunch
Our volunteer teaching catechist gather to pray, reflect and
to plan term four teachings. If you wish to become a
catechist contact the Parish office for details.

†Sunday 25 September - World day of Migrants & Refugees
The Church (Holy See) has been celebrating the World
Day of Migrants and Refugees (WDMR) since 1914. It is
always an occasion to express concern for different
vulnerable people on the move; to pray for them as they
face many challenges; and to increase awareness about
the opportunities that migration offers.

†Tuesday 27 September - St Vincent de Paul
The Catholic Church remembers Saint Vincent de Paul,
the French, 17th century priest known as the patron of
Catholic charities for his apostolic work among the poor
and marginalized.

†Thursday 29 September - Sts Michael, Gabriel, Raphael
The three Archangels Michael, Gabriel and Raphael are
the only angels named in Sacred Scripture and all three
have important roles in the history of salvation.

†Friday 30 September - CWL Meeting
Our next CWL meeting will be held, starting with a bring
your own lite lunch from 11:30am before our meeting at
1:00pm. Upstairs in the Parish Centre.

†Friday 30 September - Saint Jerome
Besides his contributions as a Church Father and
patronage of subsequent Catholic scholarship, Jerome is
also regarded as a patron of people with difficult
personalities, owing to the sometimes extreme approach
which he took in articulating his scholarly opinions.

The Archdiocese have advised the
Parish of volunteers that have not
renewed their Safeguarding
refresher certificate.
If it has been more than 3 years (for many of
you it has been). Please renew your
certificate on this link:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSedvAFBWnBPwpkqKDWVrR_PAkJK-I7eTlsCfbnNi0-S7B-zg/viewform

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses
Monday & Friday 8:00am
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am
Wednesday 7:30am
Saturday 12 noon
Saturday Reconciliation 11:30am - 11:55am

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and
vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:
Maureen Hanvey, Jenny Taubhorn, Nancy Rice, Julie Taylor,
Nora Bateman, Bishop Peter Ingham, Tony Murphy,
Milly Di Blasio, Lina Giannandrea, Rocco Zoccali,
Meagan Ficarra, Patricia Ficarra, Heather Burbidge,
Wendy Madden and Patricia Ryan.

Remembering those who have gone before us.
Teresa Pugliese, Nicola Giannandrea, Emmanuel Mifsud,
George Andreou, Charlie Camilleri and Paul Rota.

Recently Deceased. Margherita De Sisto Tosatto, Alba Pantaleo,

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm
Scan the QR code to donate to support the
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

With COVID still circulating, our Church doors and windows
are to remain open to provide adequate ventilation when we
have a congregation.
The heat flows from the floor vents at the side aisles.
If you feel the cold we suggest you sit in the pews at the side
aisle and dress appropriately.

and Anne Kelly.
Eternal rest grant unto them,
O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May all the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Amen.
Pope Francis said he joins everyone who mourns her loss “in
praying for the late Queen’s eternal rest, and in paying tribute to
her life of unstinting service to the good of the Nation and the
Commonwealth, her example of devotion to duty, her steadfast
witness of faith in Jesus Christ and her firm hope in his
promises.” Pope Francis also commended “her noble soul” to the
mercy of God the Father. May she now rest in peace.

We welcome into our faith community this
Sunday through the
Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s

Ruby Ivy Bradshaw &
Orlando Tocchet
and we congratulate their parents.
God bless you.

Are you someone or do you know
someone who
†

Has expressed an interest in becoming Catholic?

†

Has a child over the age of seven who has not been baptized?

†

Was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not celebrated the
Sacraments of Confirmation & Eucharist?
If you would like to become Catholic or learn more about the
Catholic faith this process is a good place to start.
At St. Mark’s Parish, a programme starts soon. This is a gradual
process of inquiry and each person's journey is their own, there is
flexibility to meet individual needs.
You have friends or family who are baptised Catholics and you
would like to know more. For more information contact Parish
Office or email pa@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

St Mark’s Catholic Parish
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047
Tel: (02) 9181 1795
Email: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

St. Mark’s Parish.

United in Baptism, Nourished by the Eucharist,
Guided by the Holy Spirit,
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community,
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel,
Reaching Out to Those in Need,
Journeying Together,
Growing in Faith.

St Mark’s Church Hearing
Loop installed

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on
the pew for others to pick up.

Administrator: Fr Denis Minns OP
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP
Pastoral Associate: Sr Antonia Nedu ISR
Chair Parish Pastoral Council: Ms Celine Cheng
School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.
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Gospel Reflection: The gospel passage begins with an accusation that Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. This is the gravest
social accusation one could level at another because who you ate with was a reflection of your own status. To welcome sinners and
to eat with them was to effectively become one of them yourself. In response to this accusation, rather than mounting an argument,
the gospel writer has Jesus tell three parables about the lost being found. The answer to the accusation is that those dismissed as
‘sinners’ are the ‘lost’ who will be celebrated with extravagant rejoicing when they have been ‘found’ again through their
acceptance of the message of Jesus.
The parable of the lost son is usually taken in isolation and rarely is heard in the full context of the three parables of the lost being
found. We need all three to recognise the ridiculous nature of the celebration of the forgiving father’s actions. All three parables
display great folly. What shepherd would leave 99 of his sheep in the wilderness to go in search of just one? Similarly what woman
is going to reveal to her friends how poverty-stricken she really is by inviting them to rejoice with her at the finding of one lost
drachma – the least valuable of coins. When we come to the father rejoicing at his son’s return, this too would have seemed a
ridiculous folly. Because of his actions, the son completely shamed himself and his father. The father’s expected and justified
response would have been to turn his back on his son and banish him forever. To welcome him back would have been unthinkable
to Jesus’ audience. In an echo of God’s ridiculous and unbounded loving forgiveness, the father welcomes his son with open arms
and reclaims him as his own.
Historical Context – Scandal at the dinner table: The accusation that Jesus eats with sinners would have been considered incredibly
insulting and defamatory. In that time, dining was as much a political act as it was a social one. Breaking bread together had
incredible significance. To break bread or share a meal with someone was to acknowledge them as a person and to in some way
become one with them. So to eat with sinners was to also become one with them – to become a sinner yourself. For Jesus to
deliberately seek out opportunities to dine with sinners was scandalous behaviour. It challenged one of the basic social principles.
Scriptural context – Parables of the lost: The three parables that appear in Luke 15 are unique to the gospel of Luke – none of the
other gospels use these parables. They are used by the gospel writer to further highlight a theme that runs throughout this gospel:
the release and acceptance of those who are oppressed and afflicted. It stems from the declaration of Jesus’ mission in Ch 4 when he
reads from the scroll of Isaiah. More than any other gospel, this one portrays Jesus as having a special care and compassion for
those who have been rejected by society.
Gospel Focus – Who is a sinner? The Jews at the time of Jesus had a particular view of sin and its consequences. Because of the
multiple rules of purity and proper behaviour, it was almost impossible for an average person not to commit a sin at some time and
sin was seen as making one impure. Sacrifice, worship and even baptism were means of restoring purity and removing sin.
However, sin that was not acknowledged and rectified quickly would be punished by God. Those who suffered chronic illness,
impairment or deformity were seen as being punished by God for their own or their parents’ sin and Jesus challenged this
interpretation.
Questions?
Q. With which character from across the three parables do you feel some affinity?
Q. Why do the three examples of rejoicing at something lost being found present as ridiculously extravagant?
Q. When have you experienced unexpected and surprising acceptance or forgiveness?
© Greg Sunter

* Suffering in the suburbs. Cost of living drives record numbers to Lifeline.
* Elephant in the room. Behind the Knox scandal.
* One step closer. Couple nearer to seeing children.
* Movie review: Mother Teresa: No Greater Love

$2

Available in the Church foyer
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A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

