
Hate your father 

I am told that, in most Middle Eastern languages, there is no 
word for ‘prefer’. Perhaps influenced by extremes of heat 
and cold, the vocabulary of ‘love’ and ‘hate’ is used instead. 
No one can imagine Jesus ‘hating’ Joseph, but he clearly 
gave preference to his mission, even as a precocious 12 year 
old in the Temple. 

In today's Gospel, Jesus was preparing his followers, 
imminently and over the generations, for persecution. This 
would include real-life situations of families denouncing a 
son or daughter, or a brother turning over a brother to the 
authorities. 

Imagine a Chinese Catholic hearing this Gospel this morning, 
and this afternoon being betrayed by family members for 
remaining loyal to the successor of St Peter. Jesus exhorts 
such a follower to prefer this cross over what the family 
considers politically correct. 

We could pause for a moment to pray for all families, torn 
apart for allegiance to Jesus in His Church, that they may be 
re-united in the peace of the Risen Lord. 
 

© Fr Michael Tate  

PRIESTS' RETIREMENT FOUNDATION 

The Priest’s Retirement Foundation of the Archdiocese of Sydney ensures all priests 
can receive the accommodation, health care and support they need in their 

retirement. 

On the day of his ordination, the young priest lays down in a symbolic gesture to show 
that he offers his whole life for the church. The Retirement Foundation is a way to 

show appreciation for this lifetime of service. 

There are now over 75 retired priests in Sydney, many of whom worked long into their 70s, caring for the spiritual 
life and welfare of their people. 

Please support those who have been there for us.  Donation envelopes are available in the Church. 

 
“Direct your children onto 
the right path, and when 
they are older, they will 

not leave it.” 
 

Proverbs 22:6 
 
 
 
 

Wishing you a 
blessed 

 
and 

 
Happy Father’s 

Day 

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time  -  4 September 2022 
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Gospel                                        Luke 14.25-33  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
None of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your 
possessions  
Large crowds were travelling with Jesus; and he turned and 
said to them, “Whoever comes to me and does not hate  
father and mother, spouse and children, brothers and 
sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 
Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be 
my disciple. 
 

“For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first 
sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has 
enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid  
foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin 
to ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was 
not able to finish.’ 
 

Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, 
will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with 
ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him  
with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is 
still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms 
of peace. 
 

“So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do 
not give up all your possessions.” 
 

Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon                   Ps 118:137, 124 
(All) You are just, O Lord, and your judgement is right; 
treat your servant in accord with your merciful love. 

 

Gloria       
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of 
good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you,  
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world,  
receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the  
Father, have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
 

First Reading                       Wisdom 9.13-18 

A reading from the book of Wisdom  
Who can discern what the Lord wills?  
For who can learn the counsel of God? Or who can discern 
what the Lord wills? For the reasoning of mortals is 
worthless, and our designs are likely to fail; for a perishable 
body weighs down the soul, and this earthy tent burdens the 
thoughtful mind. 
We can hardly guess at what is on earth, and what is at hand 
we find with labour; but who has traced out what is in the 
heavens? 
Who has learned your counsel, unless you have given 
wisdom and sent your holy spirit from on high? 
And thus the paths of those on earth were set right, and 
people were taught what pleases you, and were saved by 
wisdom.  
 

Responsorial Psalm        Psalm 90.3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14+17(R.1)   
 

(R.) In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge.     
 

1. You turn us back to dust, and say, “Take back, you 
mortals.” For a thousand years in your sight are like 
yesterday when it is past, or like a watch in the night. (R.) 
 

2. You sweep them away; they are like a dream, like grass 
that is renewed in the morning; in the morning it flourishes 
and is renewed; in the evening it fades and withers. (R.) 
 

3. So teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise 
heart. Turn, O Lord! How long? Have compassion on your 
servants!. (R.) 
 
 
 

Second Reading                Philemon 9b-10, 12-17 

A reading from the letter of Paul to Philemon. 
Take back Onesimus, no longer as a slave but as a much beloved 
brother.          
I, Paul, do this as an old man, and how also as a prisoner of 
Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, 
whose father I have become during my imprisonment. I am 
sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. I wanted to 
keep him with me, so that he might be of service to me in 
your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; but I 
preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that 
your good deed might be voluntary and not something 
forced. Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from 
you for a while, so that you might have him back forever, no 
longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother, 
especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh 
and in the Lord, So if you consider me your partner, welcome 
him as you would welcome me. 

Gospel Acclamation                  Psalm 119.135 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Let your face shine on your servant, and teach me 
your laws  
Alleluia! 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana. 
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal 

© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton 
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of 
the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, 

and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English 
in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 

International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

On this day, the universal Church marks the beheading of John the Baptist, who prepared the way for Jesus. As an adult, he li
a hermit in the wilderness. After the Spirit inspired him, he went about preaching that the
baptized in order to prepare for the Messiah.



 
 
 

 

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Prayers of the Faithful  
Leader: Let us bring our prayers before our Heavenly 
Father.                                          
 

Reader: Let us pray for all who are called to be disciples 
of Jesus: that the Lord will help them to identify and carry 
their cross. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for all those who are burdened by 
sickness or old-age: that the Lord will give them healing 
and strength.  
(pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for all those deprived of their freedom: 
that the Lord will give them courage to endure .  
(pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: We pray for members of our parish who are pre-
paring to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation: that the 
Holy Spirit will strengthen them in their faith.  
(pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.   

 

Reader: Let us pray for those who have died: that they 
may know the joy of the Resurrection.     (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Leader: Heavenly Father, we ask you to hear these pray-
ers, which we make in faith, in the name of Jesus Christ, 

Our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
 

Communion Antiphon                    Ps 41:2-3 

(All) Like the deer that yearns for running streams, so my 
soul is yearning for you, my God; my soul is thirsting for God, 
the living God. 

Prayer for Confirmation Candidates 
Lord, You send out Your Spirit to touch the hearts of all 

people, so that they may believe in  
You and in Jesus whom You sent. 

 

Look kindly on all candidates for Confirmation  
as they listen to Your voice.  

Open their hearts to your Spirit and bring to fulfilment 
the good work that You have begun in them. 

 

As we prepare these children for Confirmation,  
make each of us an instrument of Your love.  
Teach us to appreciate what is holy in others,  

and to be patient with what we do not understand. 
 

Deepen our faith in the Gospel and help us to  
pass it on by our example.  

We pray that You will continue to guide us  
and sustain us. 

through Christ Our Lord.   
Amen. 

Confirmation 2022 
This is the last week of preparation for our Confirmation 

candidates. 
Please pray for them during this time of preparation.  

https://igniteconference.com.au/


Keeping us all safe.  
Please hand sanitise when entering the Church, masks are 

optional and recommended, where possible maintain social 
distancing and do not replace your parish bulletin,  

we ask you to take it home. Thank you  

The Jesuit Mission Bazaar  
Saturday 10th September 2022 

9am to 5pm 
 

Saint Ignatius' College, Riverview.  
It’s guaranteed to be a fun day for all with rides and 
many stalls, food, music, wine auctions and more for 

the grown-ups to enjoy! 
 

Pre-purchase ride wristbands to be collected on the day 
and raffle tickets at 

http://jesuitmission.org.au/jesuit-mission-bazaar 

http://jesuitmission.org.au/jesuit-mission-bazaar


 

† Tuesday 6 & Thursday 8 September - Prayer & Practice      

Confirmation Candidates and one parent are to attend the 
prayer and practice evening at t Mark’s Church 6:30pm.  

†Thursday 8 September - Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary        

celebrate with joy the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
for from her arose the sun of justice, Christ our God.  

†Sunday 11 September  -  Child Protection Sunday   

Let your grace and love fall gently now upon our children, 
giving them the inner strength, peace and resilience to 
seek out assistance when required.  

†Wednesday 14 September - The Exaltation of the Holy Cross   

We should glory in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, in 
whom is our salvation, life and resurrection, through 
whom we are saved and delivered.  

†Wednesday 14 & Thursday 15 September - Confirmation   

  Celebrated at St Mark’s Church. 

†Thursday 15 September  -  Our Lady of Sorrows   

Happy are you, O blessed Virgin Mary; without dying you 
won the martyr's crown beside the cross of the Lord.  

†Wednesday 21 September  -  Saint Matthew  

As Jesus was walking on he saw a man named Matthew 
sitting by the customs house, and he said to him, ‘Follow 
me.’ And he got up and followed him.  

†Sunday 25 September  -  World day of Migrants & Refugees  

The Church has been celebrating the World Day of 
Migrants and Refugees (WDMR) since 1914. It is always 
an occasion to express concern for different vulnerable 
people on the move; to pray for them as they face many 
challenges; and to increase awareness about the 
opportunities that migration offers.  

A Blessing Prayer for Father’s Day. 

God of Kindness and Compassion, we are your children 
and you are Father to us all. We give honour and thanks 
to those who reflect your fatherly example: those who 
are dads and grandads; step-dads, foster dads, 
godfathers and fathers-in-law; those who are coaches, 
leaders and mentors; and those who are elders and 
wisdom-men of our communities. 
 

We look to these men for strength of body and strength 
of character. 
We look to them to pass on skills and pass on stories. 
We look to them to protect and provide. 
We look to them for care and compassion. 
We look to them to be co-creators and stewards of the 
world. 
For all those who embrace their role as father, we give 
thanks. 
For those who struggle with being fathers, give them 
strength. 
For those who are distanced from their children, give 
them comfort. 
For those who have passed from this world, give them 
peace. 
Bless these men that we call father. 
Bless them in their strength and in their weakness. 
Bless them in their joy and in their sorrow. 
Bless them in their work and in their play. 
And bless them, Father, for being fathers. 

We make this prayer through the one who taught us to 
call you Our Father: Your Son, Our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  
Amen. 

By Greg Sunter 



St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
 

Monday & Friday 8:00am  
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am 
 

Saturday 12 noon  
Saturday Reconciliation 11:30am - 11:55am  

 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm  

 

 Scan the QR code to donate to support the  
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

 
St Mark’s Catholic Parish  

33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     
Tel: (02) 9181 1795    

Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Administrator:  Fr Denis Minns OP     
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP   

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your 
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on 

the pew for others to pick up.  

With COVID still circulating, our Church doors and windows 

are to remain open to provide adequate ventilation when we 
have a congregation. 
 

As winter is upon us, heating will be on for our weekend 

Masses. The heat flows from the floor vents at the side aisles.  
If you feel the cold we suggest you sit in the pews at the side 
aisle and dress appropriately.  

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and 

vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:  
Jenny Taubhorn, Nancy Rice, Julie Taylor, Nora Bateman, 
Bishop Peter Ingham, Tony Murphy, Milly Di Blasio,  
Lina Giannandrea, Rocco Zoccali, Meagan Ficarra,  
Patricia Ficarra, Heather Burbidge, Wendy Madden and 
Patricia Ryan.  

Remembering those who have gone before us. 

Charlie Camilleri, Paul Rota, Paul Rizzuto, Giuseppe 
Colantonio, Gloria Umali, Marie Tran,  Paola Restuccia, Tony 
Restuccia, Patricia Yong, Joyce Law and Dorie Levy.  

Recently Deceased. Alba Pantaleo, Anne Kelly, Teresa 

Moloney (Ireland), Fr Ben Bezzina, Cecily Smellie,  
Anthony O’Driscoll, Robert Williams, Ian McKinnon,  
Bernard Folkes and Mamie Thompson. 
 

St. Mark’s Parish. 
United in Baptism, Nourished by the Eucharist,  

Guided by the Holy Spirit,  
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 

Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 
Reaching Out to Those in Need,  

Journeying Together,  
Growing in Faith. 

Eternal rest grant unto them,  
O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

May all the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  

Amen. 

Are we connecting with you?  
Each Friday we send out a Parish email, with additional 
happenings in the Parish, and Archdiocese. The email 

includes links to Prayers, Registrations for events,  
Vatican updates, Podcasts, YouTube videos and messages to 

keep you in touch.  
If you are not on our database or know someone who you 
may wish for us to connect with please contact the Parish 

office.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Welcome to 2021  

 

Gospel Reflection:  ‘Hate’ is an emotive and extremely harsh word in our society. In its gospel context, the word is not used as an 
opposite of ‘love’ but as an indication of deserving of less significance than another thing. So the teaching about hating father, 
mother, etc can be read as saying that being a disciple of Jesus must take precedence over everything else, even family. In 1st Centu-
ry culture, family was foremost above everything else; it was the very fibre that held society together. Jesus is saying that disciple-
ship must be put above even that which is most important and most intrinsic to life in this world. That is why he goes on to tell the 
two stories about the need to count the cost before undertaking an important venture. He makes clear to his listeners that disciple-
ship is more important than anything else and that there are huge costs associated with taking it on. A believer has to literally ‘count 
the cost’ of what it will mean to place discipleship above family, friendships, career, politics and even life itself. Jesus makes no 
apologies for the fact that what he is asking is incredibly demanding. 

Our ‘possessions’ are all those things – material, emotional, and psychological – that we cling to and that we think give us our iden-
tity and status. Jesus called for a radical reinterpretation of status and position. He tells his listeners that they cannot truly be disci-
ples if they continue to cling to those things that are considered important in this world. They have to surrender the things that bind 
them to this world’s ideas of status and position before they can fully embrace the kingdom view of the world. As Jesus said, you 
have to really count the cost! 
 

Historical Context – Radical Poverty: The earliest Christian communities were characterised by a redistribution of all wealth and 
possessions to ensure that the needs of every single member were met. This was the first interpretation of Jesus’ teaching to give up 
possessions to embrace discipleship. Modern religious life, grounded in the monastic traditions of the Middle Ages, embraces a radi-
cal poverty in order to free religious from societal notions of status and power so that they might more freely and openly serve oth-
ers. Lack of possessions and wealth brings a humility and openness that is almost impossible when playing the game of ‘keeping up 
with the Joneses’. 

Scriptural context – Honour and Shame: The first example of counting the cost that Jesus relates is about a man building a house 
without the means to complete it suffering the fate of his neighbours making fun of him. Whilst the thought of neighbours laughing 
at our mistake may not be too serious to us, it was a devastating thought in the 1st Century. A social code of honour and shame 
dominated the world view at the time. To be shamed by your actions or by the actions of others was humiliating and lowered social 
status. Jesus frequently used the honour-shame code to make his point and challenge social expectations. 

Living the Gospel – Give up my possessions? We live in an era of extraordinary wealth in some countries contrasted against ex-
traordinary poverty and need in other countries. Accumulation of possessions has become a driving force in our society. Flat screen 
televisions, iPods, multiple computers, games consoles, portable DVD players, multifunction mobile phones are all ‘must-have’ 
items. The thought of surrendering such items may be almost impossible to consider. However, Jesus’ message about being a disciple 
calls to us. How can some people in the world surround themselves with such luxuries while others don’t have enough to eat? Does 
the love of ‘possessions’ blind us to the needs of others? . 
Questions? 
Q. What might Jesus have meant by ‘Anyone who does not carry his cross and come after me’?  
Q. What possession would you find hardest to give up? Why? 
Q. Under what circumstances do you think possessions cease to be important?  © Greg Sunter  

 

$2  * Making better dads     

* The conversion everyone is talking about          

* WYD 2023: 12 months to go!      

* Movie review: She-Hulk  Available in the Church foyer  

Do You Volunteer  
at St Mark’s? If Yes… 

  

The Archdiocese have advised the Parish of volunteers that have 
not renewed their Safeguarding refresher certificate.  
If it has been more than 3 years (for many of you it has been). 
Please renew your certificate on this link:  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSedvAFBWnBPwpkqKDWVrR_PAkJK-I7eTlsCf-bnNi0-S7B-zg/viewform 

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSedvAFBWnBPwpkqKDWVrR_PAkJK-I7eTlsCf-bnNi0-S7B-zg/viewform


Welcome to 2021  

 
 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

© Creative Ministry  

 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

