
©The Little Brown Book Too  Sue and Leo Kane 

Saint Mary of the Cross, Mary McKillop  
This Gospel does not say we should not worry about what 

others eat or drink or have to wear. In fact we will be judged 

on whether we gave ‘the Least’ food, shelter, companionship 

in illness or in prison (Mt 25). 
 

In the mid-late 19th century, a young woman was very 

concerned with the plight of the poor and the marginalised in 

the colonies which later became the Commonwealth of 

Australia. Amongst the most obvious necessities of life for 

these ‘least’ was schooling of the young, as education is a 

proven path out of poverty. 

So, this woman, whose most famous saying was ‘never see a 

need without trying to do something about it’, set about 

remedying that situation. Mary McKillop established the 

Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart principally to educate 

the poor. 

She suffered excommunication for revealing sexual abuse of 

youngsters by a paedophile priest. That was reversed five 

months later, but this all took its toll on her fragile health. 
              © Fr Michael Tate  

 

 

Making a Difference - Donate today 

“The rest I leave to God and the Holy Spirit” (1874)  
By the time she wrote these words, Mary MacKillop had experienced crosses that had affected her very deeply. Her openness to the 
movement of the Holy Spirit grew as her life led her into unfamiliar territory. When in Rome, she asked the Sisters to ’say daily the 

Litany of the Holy Spirit for light for those who might have to pronounce upon the Rule. (1873).  

She would have like this Aboriginal healing prayer:  
Spit him out all that rubbish worry. 

Come on in 
All way in 

You Good Spirit  
Air. 

Two things are clear, it’s only the wind of the Spirit that’s able to carry us to new places of faith and trust. And, for the Spirit’s voice to 
be heard, an attitude of contemplative quiet is needed. So Mary urges us to ‘keep our minds in peace’ (1890).  

Not easy in our spirit-crushing, fast-paced society.  
Can we go apart, in our minds, to sit ‘under the shade of a coolabah tree’, drink in the silence, and open our hearts to the grace of the 

Holy Spirit?  While there, we breathe in God’s Spirit and breathe out God’s life into the whole of creation.  

2022 Confirmation applications are to be submitted by Friday 5 August 2022  

Think of Mother Mary MacKillop and learn from her to be a gift of love and compassion to one another, for all 
Australians and for the world. Pope John Paul II   January 1995  

 

The people and the priest are most kind, but noted, I believe, 
for procrastination. (1898) 

Ever had to work with someone 
whose style differed from yours?  

 

Or perhaps had trouble balancing 
your dreams with your realities? 

 
St Mary of the Cross was a very down
-to-earth sort of person who believed 
in getting things done. So often there 

were obstacles to deal with. 
 

‘Of all the slow workers I have ever 
met I beat them. I should have been 
away from here a fortnight ago but 
had to remain and urge them on’.  

 

Can we too find the graced moment in learning to wait upon 
the needs of others?  Just as out in the Australian bush we 

learn to wait for the billy to boil, or the damper to rise, or, in 
the long term, for the drought to end. Can we sit around our 
imaginary campfire under the Southern Cross and silently 

ponder Mary’s wisdom? 
 

“You must take your time…. Be eager in your desires,  
but humbly patient in their accomplishment’ (1867). 
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 Communion Antiphon        Cf. Jn 13:35

 (R.) This is how all will know that you are my disciples, 
 if you have love for one another, says the Lord. 

 Prayer after Communion 
 May the Sacrament we receive, Lord God, on this feast 
 of Saint Mary strengthen us to walk the way of the 
 Cross and bring us to the glory of the resurrection. 
 Through Christ our Lord. 

 Solemn Blessing 
 Through the example of Saint Mary of the Cross, may 
 you learn to recognise God’s will for you and trust in his  
 providence. 
 (R.) Amen. 

 May her life of service awaken in you a deep respect for 
 the poor and a strong will for justice. 
 (R.) Amen. 
 May you share in her courage, see with the eyes of 
 Christian love, and learn from her holy deeds. 
 (R.) Amen. 

 And may the blessing of almighty God, the Father, and 
 the Son, and the Holy Spirit, come down on you and 
 remain with you for ever. 
 (R.) Amen. 

 

 

 

 

‘For everything there is a season’  
 

‘We are but travellers here’(1867)  

‘Keep young as long as you can’ (1874)  

‘We have so much to thank Him for’ (1872) 
 

‘Be bright & cheerful & encourage all to do the same’(1885) 

‘Keep your minds at peace’(1890) 

‘Take things quietly’(1875) 

‘The little crosses of every day are harder to bear than the 
thumping big ones’ (1889)  

 

Saint Mary of the Cross, Mary MacKillop 

Entrance Antiphon          Cf. Mt 25:34,36,40 

(R.) Come, you blessed of my Father, says the Lord: 
I was sick and you visited me. Amen, I say to you:  
whatever you did for one of the least of my brethren, 
you did it for me. 

Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people of good will.  
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

First Reading              1 Kgs 17:7-16 

A reading from the first book of Kings   
The jar of meal shall not be spent according to the word of the Lord spoken through Elias. 
 

Responsorial Psalm            Ps 623:1-8 

(R.) My soul clings to you; your right hand holds me fast.   
1.  O God, you are my God, for you I long; for you my soul is 
thirsting. My body pines for you like a dry, weary land  
without water. (R.) 
 

2.  So I gaze on you in the sanctuary to see your strength 
and your glory. For your love is better than life, my lips will 
speak your praise. (R.) 
 

3. So I will bless you all my life, in your name I will lift up my 
hands. My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, my mouth 
shall praise you with joy. (R.) 
 

4. On my bed I remember you. On you I muse through the 
night for you have been my help; in the shadow of your 
wings I rejoice. (R.) 
 

Second Reading             Col 3:12-17 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians 
Bear with one another, forgive each other. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gospel                            Mt 6:25-34 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Do not worry about your life. 

Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from the 
dead; he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;   
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.   
Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation             Mt 27:55 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Many women were there by the cross, watching from 
a distance, the same women who had followed 
Jesus and looked after him. Alleluia! 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ 
in Civitate Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from 

the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in 
the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

“So great is the strength we possess in our unity”  
Saint Mary MacKillop 1874  

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm


 

Welcome to 2021  

 

Gospel Reflection:  
This gospel passage was aptly chosen by the Church to mark the feast of St Mary of 
the Cross – Mary MacKillop. The teaching of Jesus, conveyed through the gospel 
passage, characterised much of the life and work of Mary MacKillop. Mary was a 
prolific writer, sending messages to her sisters in the schools and communities 
across Australia. We are fortunate that many of these letters have been preserved 
and provide an incredible insight into the attitude of Mary MacKillop. One of the 
quotes attributed to Mary MacKillop that captures the essence of today’s gospel is, 
“Do all you can with the means at your disposal and calmly leave the rest to 
God.” (1891) Surely this is a more energising and empowering motto for life than 
don’t worry, be happy? 

Historical Context – Mary MacKillop:  
Mary MacKillop is not only the first Australian to be recognised by the Church as a 
Saint, she is truly a very Australian saint. She characterises the spirit of the  
Australian mythology. She was a prodigious hard worker who put the needs of  
others before herself. She exhibited something of the larrikin spirit: constantly in 
dispute with authority but pressing on, regardless. She used the strengths of others 
but also didn’t tolerate those who were not genuine. Her commitment to the  
schooling of children from poor and rural communities established a model of  
Catholic education that continues to today. A Saint for and of Australia!   © Greg Sunter 

© Image used with permission of the Trustees of the Sisters of Saint Joseph. 
must not be reproduced without permission of the Trustees  

 
St Mark’s Catholic Parish  

33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     
Tel: (02) 9181 1795    

Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Administrator:  Fr Denis Minns OP     
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP   

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone. 

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your 
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on 

the pew for others to pick up.  

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

Postulator pays tribute 10 years (2020) on from St Mary MacKillop’s Canonisation.  
A Josephite sister inspired to join the order due to the tireless work of its 
founder Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop, still finds it difficult to 
believe she was responsible for overseeing the final stages of Mary’s 
canonisation as Australia’s first recognised Saint. Sr Maria Casey rsj, the 
final postulator for the Cause, said during last year’s 10th anniversary of 
her canonisation that it was the “greatest privilege” to see Saint Mary 
MacKillop receive the official recognition by the Church. Launched in 
1925, five postulators and 85 years later, Sr Maria was in Rome with 
more than 8000 Australians to witness Pope Benedict XVI declare Mary 
a saint on 17 October, 2010 at Saint Peter’s Basilica. The former 
president of the Canon Law Society of Australia and New Zealand said it 
was Saint Mary’s tireless dedication and devotion to those in need that 
had inspired her to follow in her footsteps for over 60 years. “I could 
never, ever have believed that I would be responsible for seeing the 
completion of the Cause for the woman who was my inspiration,” she 
said. “I remember when I was in primary school in Ireland, two sisters 
came and spoke to us about the work of Mary MacKillop and I instantly 
had this extraordinary feeling that this is where I belonged.  
 

“Despite knowing very little about Australia, at the age of 16 I boarded a 
ship which took 5-and-a-half weeks to reach Sydney and joined the Order. “Mary was a woman for all seasons and for all people, she never 
discriminated against the rich or the poor, Catholic or non-Catholic or migrants or Aboriginal people. “Never, ever, ever did I think it would 
be my greatest privilege to see the canonisation process to its completion but of course I didn’t achieve it on my own, we had an army of 
people working on it. “Even though her death occurred more than a century ago, she is still very busy obtaining favours for people and we 
still get word of miracles and cures thanks to her.” Born in Fitzroy, Melbourne, in 1842, Mary MacKillop dedicated her life to helping the 
poor and needy. In 1866, she founded the Sisters of Saint Joseph having previously opened a school in a disused stable in Penola, South 
Australia and today primary and secondary schools operate in every State and Territory of the country.  
She maintained her faith and dedication to helping people throughout her life, despite a backlash from church leaders and suffering ill 
health for many years, up until her death in 1909 aged 67.Four years later in 1913, the Mary MacKillop Memorial Chapel was built and 
now houses her tomb. She was beatified by Pope John Paul II in Sydney on January 19, 1995 after the Vatican, in 1961, accepted her 
intercession which was responsible for the cure of a woman with terminal leukaemia. A second miracle, the curing of NSW woman Kathleen 
Evans, who in 1993 developed inoperable lung cancer, was also recognised by the Vatican. Today, the co-founder of the Josephites – the 
Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart – continues to inspire men, women and children around the world due to her remarkable life, her 
sense of social justice and her enormous contribution to education.         © Catholic Weekly 2020    By Debbie Cramsie - October 16 2020                   

 Sister Maria Casey rsj still pinches herself when she thinks of the 
privilege she received as a postulator of the Cause for canonisation of 
Mary MacKillop. Photograph: Giovanni Portelli  
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A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or 
anyone you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at  
(02) 9390 5810 safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and 
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

“Find happiness in making others happy.”  
Mary MacKillop 1899  

 

“Make no reserves with God.  
Reject no-one.  

You never know what grace can do.”  
Mary MacKillop 1871  

 

“Lean upon God.”  
Mary MacKillop 25/4/1873  

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

