
 

Heaven Embossed Invitations 
Hearing Our Lord's command: 'Invite the poor, the crippled, 
to the feast,' how do we respond as citizens of a nation 
which, in comparative global terms, is having a great feast? 
Jesus demands that we go well beyond an immigration 
policy which favours skilled and entrepreneurial people. 
They more than 'repay our courtesy' in terms of economic 
activity and social stability. 
The majority of the poor and the crippled live in the 
subsistence villages, the refugee camps, and the squalor of 
the megacities of the Third World. 
Heaven embossed invitations must be extended to such as 
those so that they may join in our national feast. Only then 
can we become the sort of people who, in the great Feast 
of Heaven, can join with those poor who are certain to be 
there. 
We could pause for a moment to pray to put today's Gospel 
into effect so that we might hear Our Lord: 'Friend, join in 
the Feast. Be close to me.'          © Fr Michael Tate  

 

In recent years we have witnessed a new wave of campaigns to 
confront violence and abuse. We have heard new calls for 
respect in relationships. Many have spoken out to highlight the 
extent of abuse throughout society, in the home, in the 
workplace, and in various groups in the community, including 
the Church. Those who suffer such abuse are most frequently 
women and children while the perpetrators are most 
frequently men. But no matter who suffers such violence, and 
who perpetrates it, the damage to the lives of the victims and 
survivors of such abuse is real, destructive, and long-lasting. 
The virtue of solidarity challenges us to support those who are 
seeking justice in the face of such widespread violence. The 
teaching of Christ urges us to promote relationships marked by 
respect and freedom rather than coercion and control. The 
message of the Gospel is not a message of domination of one 
person over another but a message of mutual esteem and 
kindness. 
 

In this statement, we draw on data gathered by researchers 
and reflections on that data, particularly the reflections of 
women. We draw on the words and example of Christ, who 
showed such respect for each person, and in a particular way 
to the women he encountered. We draw on the experience of 
community groups, including Catholic social service agencies, 
who are supporting those who suffer violence and abuse and 
seeking to promote change in attitudes and behaviour. We 

hope our message will help our whole community 
confront violence and abuse wherever they occur 
and become a community that fosters justice and 
respect for all. 

 

Archbishop Timothy Costelloe 
 

SDB, President, Australian Catholic Bishops Conference 
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Gospel                                        Luke 14.1, 7-14  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
All who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble  
themselves will be exalted.         
On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a 
leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on the Sabbath, the 
lawyers and Pharisees were watching him closely. When 
Jesus noticed how the guests chose the places of honour, 
he told them a parable. 
 

“When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, 
do not sit down at the place of honour, in case someone 
more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; 
and the host who invited both of you may come and say to 
you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you 
would start to take the lowest place. 
 

“But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest 
place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, 
‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honoured in the 
presence of all who sit at the table with you. For whoever 
exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles  
himself will be exalted.” 
 

Jesus said also to the Pharisee who had invited him, “When 
you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or 
your brothers or sisters or your relatives or rich neighbours, 
in case they may invite you in return, and you would be  
repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the 
crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed, 
because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the 
resurrection of the righteous.”  

Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 

Entrance Antiphon                        Cf. Ps 85:3,5

(All) Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day 
long. O Lord, you are good and forgiving, full of mercy to all 
who call to you. 

Gloria       
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of 
good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you,  
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world,  
receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the  
Father, have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
 

First Reading                       Sirach 3.17-20, 28-29 

A reading from the book of Sirach  
Work humbly, and you will find favour in the sight of the Lord.     
My child, perform your tasks with humility; then you will be 
loved by those whom God accepts. The greater you are, the 
more you must humble yourself; so you will find favour in the 
sight of the Lord. Many are lofty and renowned, but to the 
humble the Lord reveals his secrets. For great is the might of 
the Lord; but by the humble he is glorified. 
 

When calamity befalls someone proud, there is no healing, 
for an evil plant has taken root in them. 
 

The mind of the intelligent appreciates proverbs, and an at-
tentive ear is the desire of the wise.  

 

Responsorial Psalm          Psalm 68.3-4,5-6a,9-10 (R.10)   
 

(R.) God in your goodness, you have made a home for 
the poor.     
 

1. Let the righteous be joyful; let them exult before God; let 
them be jubilant with joy. Sing to God, sing praises to his 
name; his name is the Lord, be exultant before him. (R.) 
 

2. Father of orphans and protector of widows is God in his 
holy habitation. God gives the desolate a home to live in; he 
leads out the prisoners to prosperity. (R.) 
 

3. Rain in abundance, O God, you showered abroad; you 
restored your heritage when it languished; your flock found a 
dwelling in it; in your goodness, O God, you provided for the 
needy. (R.) 
 
 
 

Second Reading                Hebrews 12.18-19, 22-24a 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews  
You have come to Mount Zion, to the dwelling place of the living God.          
You have not come to something that can be touched, a 
blazing fire, and darkness, and gloom, and a tempest, and 
the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words made the 
hearers beg that not another word be spoken to them.  
 

But you have come to Mount Zion  
and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem,  
and to innumerable Angels in festal gathering,  
and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in 
heaven, and to God the judge of all,  
and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,  
and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant. 

Gospel Acclamation                  Matthew 11:29 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Take my yoke upon you; learn from me, for I am gentle 
and humble of heart.  
Alleluia! 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana. 
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal 

© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton 
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of 
the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, 

and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English 
in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 

International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

On this day, the universal Church marks the beheading of John the Baptist, who prepared the way for Jesus. As an adult, he li
a hermit in the wilderness. After the Spirit inspired him, he went about preaching that the
baptized in order to prepare for the Messiah.



 
 
 

 
Prayers of the Faithful  
Leader: With trust in Jesus as our Mediator, let us bring 
our prayers before our Heavenly Father.                                         
 

Reader: As we prepare to celebrate the World Day of 
Prayer for Creation this Thursday, let us pray that we may 
learn to respect and protect our world and not harm it. 
(pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for the grace of humility; that we may 
serve God in our neighbour by acting justly and loving  
tenderly.    
(pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for those who suffer because of  
violence or abuse; that our society will recognise their 
needs and provide for their healing.  
(pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for members of our parish  
community who are ill or in mourning; that they may find 
courage and support through our prayers and assistance.   
(pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.   

 

Reader: Let us pray for those who have died; that they 
may be made perfect, and enter the heavenly Jerusalem.     
(pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Leader: Heavenly Father, we ask you to hear these  
prayers, which we make in faith, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, Our Lord.          
All: Amen. 
 

Communion Antiphon                    Ps 30:20 

(All) How great is the goodness, Lord, that you keep for 
those who fear you.  

Prayer for Confirmation Candidates 
Lord, You send out Your Spirit to touch the hearts of all 

people, so that they may believe in  
You and in Jesus whom You sent. 

 

Look kindly on all candidates for Confirmation  
as they listen to Your voice.  

Open their hearts to your Spirit and bring to fulfilment 
the good work that You have begun in them. 

 

As we prepare these children for Confirmation,  
make each of us an instrument of Your love.  
Teach us to appreciate what is holy in others,  

and to be patient with what we do not understand. 
 

Deepen our faith in the Gospel and help us to  
pass it on by our example.  

We pray that You will continue to guide us  
and sustain us. 

through Christ Our Lord.   
Amen. 

Confirmation 2022 
Our candidates begin their third week of preparation 

sessions, and we ask that they attend Mass each 
weekend. 

Please pray for them during this time of preparation.  

The Passion of St John the Baptist 
Apart from Mary and Joseph, John the Baptist is the only saint 
in the General Calendar who has two feasts to himself. One, in 
August, celebrates his death, and one, in June, celebrates his 
birth. And this is as it should be, for as Christ himself said, John 
was the greatest of the sons of men.  
The greatest, but also the most tragic. A prophet from before his 
birth, leaping in the womb to announce the coming of the 
incarnate God, his task was to proclaim the fulfilment of all 
prophecies – and thus his own obsolescence. And he did it: with 
unequalled courage he spread the news that he, the greatest of 
all men, was the least in the kingdom of heaven. His disciples, 
and the devil, would have preferred him to fight, to build his 
sect, to defeat this upstart whom he himself had baptized, to 
seize his place in history. But he did not – and so, rightly, he has 
his place, and he has glory in heaven. 
We envy the great and the talented, and sometimes we think 
that they themselves are beyond envy. But when they come 
across someone with greater gifts, as one day most of them will, 
they will see 
for the first 
time what it 
means to feel 
like us. Let us 
pray that 
they, like 
John the 
Baptist, may 
pass that test. 



 Join for an unforgettable night with  
Danny Abdallah as he speaks about 
his most important role.. Fatherhood.  
You don't want to miss this  

Keeping us all safe.  
Please hand sanitise when entering the Church, masks are 

optional and recommended, where possible maintain social 
distancing and do not replace your parish bulletin,  

we ask you to take it home. Thank you  

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/fatherhood-a-night-with-danny-abdallah-tickets-403921779917


 

†Monday 29 August - The Passion of St John the Baptist.        

O God, who willed that Saint John the Baptist should go 
ahead of your Son both in his birth and in his death, grant 
that, as he died a Martyr for truth and justice, we, too, 
may fight hard for the confession of what you teach. 

†Thursday 1 September  -  World Day of Prayer for Creation  

Pope Francis has established 1 September as the World 
Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, encouraging the 
Catholic community around the world to pray for our 
common home.  

† Friday 2 September  -  Spring Ember Day   

Ember Days are times where the seasons could be 
consecrated to the one true God. Ember Days are days of 
fasting, abstinence and prayer. 

†Saturday 3 September  -  Saint Gregory the Great   

Blessed Gregory, raised upon the throne of Peter, sought 
always the beauty of the Lord and lived in celebration of 
that love.  

†Sunday 4 September  -  Father’s Day  

Father’s Day is a secular holiday, but like its counterpart 
in Mother’s Day it is a day to give thanks to our Heavenly 
Father for the gift of our earthly parents. This Sunday is 
our Priest’s Retirement Fund Appeal  

†Tuesday 6 & Thursday 8 September - Prayer & Practice      

Confirmation Candidates and one parent are to attend the 
prayer and practice evening at t Mark’s Church 6:30pm.  

†Thursday 8 September - Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary        

celebrate with joy the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
for from her arose the sun of justice, Christ our God.  

†Sunday 11 September  -  Child Protection Sunday   

Let your grace and love fall gently now upon our children, 
giving them the inner strength, peace and resilience to 
seek out assistance when required.  

†Wednesday 14 September - The Exaltation of the Holy Cross   

We should glory in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, in 
whom is our salvation, life and resurrection, through 
whom we are saved and delivered.  

†Wednesday 14 & Thursday 15 September - Confirmation   

  Celebrated at St Mark’s Church. 

†Thursday 15 September  -  Our Lady of Sorrows   

Happy are you, O blessed Virgin Mary; without dying you 
won the martyr's crown beside the cross of the Lord.  

†Wednesday 21 September  -  Saint Matthew  

As Jesus was walking on he saw a man named Matthew 
sitting by the customs house, and he said to him, ‘Follow 
me.’ And he got up and followed him.  

†Sunday 25 September  -  World day of Migrants & Refugees  

The Church has been celebrating the World Day of 
Migrants and Refugees (WDMR) since 1914. It is always 
an occasion to express concern for different vulnerable 
people on the move; to pray for them as they face many 
challenges; and to increase awareness about the 
opportunities that migration offers.  

 

Ember Days 
On rogation and ember days the practice of the 

Church is to offer prayers to the Lord for the needs 
of all people, especially for the productivity of the 

earth and for human labour, and to give him public 
thanks.  

Ember Days corresponded roughly with the 
beginning of each of the four seasons. 

The second Vatican Council retained Ember Days in 
principle but left it to bishops conferences to 
determine the time, number, and purpose. 
Last year, the Australian Catholic Bishops 

Conference decided that the Australian Church 
should observe the first Fridays in Autumn and 

Spring (March and September) each year as special 
days of prayer and penance. 

 All Fridays are days of penance with fast and 
abstinence in any case.  

Ember Days in the 21st century will need to focus 
on the environment, climate change, and our 

stewardship of the world’s resources.  



St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
 

Monday & Friday 8:00am  
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am 
 

Saturday 12 noon  
Saturday Reconciliation 11:30am - 11:55am  

 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm  

 

 Scan the QR code to donate to support the  
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

 
St Mark’s 

Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

 Administrator:  Fr Denis Minns OP     
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP   

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your 
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on 

the pew for others to pick up.  

With COVID still circulating, our Church doors and windows 

are to remain open to provide adequate ventilation when we 
have a congregation. 
 

As winter is upon us, heating will be on for our weekend 

Masses. The heat flows from the floor vents at the side aisles.  
If you feel the cold we suggest you sit in the pews at the side 
aisle and dress appropriately.  

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and 

vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:  
Jenny Taubhorn, Nancy Rice, Julie Taylor, Nora Bateman, 
Bishop Peter Ingham, Tony Murphy, Milly Di Blasio,  
Lina Giannandrea, Rocco Zoccali, Meagan Ficarra,  
Patricia Ficarra, Heather Burbidge, Wendy Madden and 
Patricia Ryan.  

Remembering those who have gone before us. 

Paul Rota, Paul Rizzuto,  Giuseppe Colantonio, Gloria Umali, 
Marie Tran,  Paola Restuccia, Tony Restuccia, Patricia Yong, 
Joyce Law and Dorie Levy.  

Recently Deceased. Anne Kelly, Teresa Moloney (Ireland),  

Fr Ben Bezzina, Cecily Smellie, Anthony O’Driscoll,  
Robert Williams, Ian McKinnon, Bernard Folkes and  
Mamie Thompson. 

Funeral. The funeral for Anne Kelly will be held at St Mark’s 

Catholic Church on Tuesday 30th August at 11:30am.  

 

        We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s 
 

Olive Jane Bockos,  
Russell Leonard Bockos &  

Eloise Cindy Bockos    

and we congratulate their parents. 
   God bless you. 

St. Mark’s Parish. 
United in Baptism, Nourished by the Eucharist,  

Guided by the Holy Spirit,  
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 

Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 
Reaching Out to Those in Need,  

Journeying Together,  
Growing in Faith. 

Eternal rest grant unto them,  
O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

May all the souls of all the faithful departed, through the 
mercy of God, rest in peace.  

Amen. 

Dempsey Medal Presentation to Lynette Brown 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/


 

Welcome to 2021  

 

Gospel Reflection:  In the gospel of Luke, Jesus is accused of eating with sinners and tax collectors (Lk 15) and we have an image of 
Jesus as always eating with the marginalised. However, today’s gospel account is a more common occurrence: Jesus eating with a 
leading Pharisee and people of social importance. Although Jesus is depicted as frequently dining in the houses of these well-to-do 
people, he was probably never invited a second time! As in today’s account, Jesus made a habit of accepting the hospitality of such 
people and then giving them a lecture about how they should behave and reminding them who was not gathered around the table 
with them. Certainly the sort of actions that don’t see too many follow-up invitations! 

The message he dishes out to the Pharisees on this occasion is about not thinking you’re more important than you really are. He tells 
them that it is far better to assume a lower status and to be lifted to greater prominence than it is to assume too much and have to be 
asked to step down to your proper status. In first century Jewish society, eating was as much a political act as it was a social one. 
Who you ate with was a reflection of your social and political position. To be invited to the head of the table would reflect very posi-
tively on a guest whilst being asked to assume a lower seat would be humiliating.  

Jesus’ final teaching in this account would have been outrageous to his audience. The thought of inviting to a meal people who were 
in no position to reciprocate was absolutely ridiculous. But Jesus encourages his audience to give to those who cannot repay – to be 
graciously generous just as God gives without expecting anything in return. 
 

Historical Context – Hospitality: In the first century, hospitality carried with it certain rules and expectations. If you were the recipi-
ent of hospitality, there was an obligation on you to return hospitality if it were within your means. Hospitality meant more than 
feeding people. It meant extending welcome to people even if you didn’t know them. There was an obligation to extend welcome 
and hospitality to anyone who asked for it. Travellers knew that they could enter a village and ask for a meal and a bed and they 
would be provided. Jesus reinterpreted this obligation of hospitality and extended it to anyone in need. 

Scriptural context – Humility and Honour: Jesus’ comments about taking the place of honour at a table are introduced as being a 
parable. Because it is identified as a parable, we know that there is a richer meaning below the surface. In talking about places at a 
feast, Jesus is referring to the kingdom of God. We know that Jesus has already identified that the lowly in this world will be in a 
place of honour in the kingdom. His message is that those who humble themselves in this world and give hospitality to the lowly 
will be lifted up – exalted – in the kingdom. 

Living the Gospel – What’s the cost? Jesus’ message about humility is as relevant today as it was in the first century. It is part of hu-
man nature to want to fit in and to want to belong. Sometimes we are tempted to seek this acceptance at any cost. When our sense 
of belonging is achieved through the harming, humiliation or exploitation of others then the price is too high. When our desire for 
the latest fashion comes at the expense of others being able to simply live, then the price is too high. When we lift ourselves up by 
putting others down, then the price is too high. 
Questions? 
Q. What role does status and position play in our world today?   
Q. When have you had the experience of being humbled or being ‘put in your place’?  
Q. Why would the idea of inviting the poor, blind and lame to a meal have been ridiculous?                © Greg Sunter    

 

$2  * Parish Renewal Conference a hit.     

* When Catholic schools drop the ball.        

* Book review: Portrait of a legal lynching.      

* George Weigel: War and choices.  Available in the Church foyer  

Do You Volunteer at  
St Mark’s? If Yes… 

  

The Archdiocese have advised the Parish of volunteers that 
have not renewed their Safeguarding refresher certificate.  
If it has been more than 3 years (for many of you it has 
been) could you please renew your certificate on this link:  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSedvAFBWnBPwpkqKDWVrR_PAkJK-I7eTlsCf-bnNi0-S7B-zg/viewform 

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSedvAFBWnBPwpkqKDWVrR_PAkJK-I7eTlsCf-bnNi0-S7B-zg/viewform


Welcome to 2021  

 
 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

© Creative Ministry  

 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

