
Can the Dalai Lama be saved? 
 ‘[People] from east and west, north and south . . .  will 
feast in the Kingdom of God.’ Amongst those people, will 
there be Buddhists, Muslims, Hindus, atheists?  
 

The surprising answer of Catholic Christianity is: ‘Yes, but 
always through the working of the Holy Spirit of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who can prompt the heart of any person 
anywhere at any time with divine grace so that that person 
strives to lead a life of compassion and justice and not 
harming innocent creatures.’ Obviously, this work of the 
Holy Spirit could encompass millions if not billions of people 
who have never heard the Gospel. 
 

If the slogan: ‘No salvation outside the Church’ is taken to 
mean no-one can be saved unless he/she is a baptised 
member of the Catholic Church then it is a heresy explicitly 
condemned by Popes. 
 

Nevertheless, we must pray and work for the conversion of 
all people so that they might have the advantage of all the 
aids of Word and Sacrament which we draw on as direction 
and strength on our journey towards the destiny which God 
desires for each one of us. 
 

We could pause for a moment to acknowledge the 
boundless mercy of God, but also praying that all peoples 
might share our privilege of participating in that Holy 
Communion which is the foretaste of the banquet 
prophesied by Jesus in today’s Gospel.     © Fr Michael Tate  

                      Difficulties in Prayer 
The battle of prayer is inseparable from the necessary 
"spiritual battle" to act habitually according to the Spirit of 
Christ: we pray as we live, because we live as we pray. 
 

           The principal difficulties that we find are:  

We "don't have the time." Prayer is considered as an 
occupation incompatible with all the other things we have to 
do.  
The remedy: "Make the time" for your personal prayer, 
knowing that nothing could excuse your failing to do so. 
 

We "get distracted." Concentration becomes really difficult 
and we easily give up. 
The remedy: Turn your heart back to God, offering him the 
distractions with humility, without discouragement. 
 

We "feel dry." It seems that the heart is separated from God, 
with no taste for thoughts, memories, and feelings, even 
spiritual ones. 
The remedy: Remember that "unless the grain of wheat falls 
into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears 
much fruit." 
 

There are also two frequent temptations that threaten prayer: 
Lack of faith. Prayer is not the first priority. 
The remedy: Ask our Lord with a humble heart, "Lord, increase 
my faith." 
Acedia. A form of depression stemming from lax ascetical 
practice, that leads to discouragement. 
The remedy: Trust God more and hold fast in constancy. 
Cf. CCC, 2752, 2755. © From the Handbook of Prayers, edited by Fr. Jim Socias. 

God, Our Father, loving and merciful, bring together and keep all families  
in perfect unity of love and mutual support. 

Instilled in each member the spirit of understanding and affection for each other,  
and for their occasional failures instil forgiveness and peace. 

 

May the mutual love and affection of parents set a good example. 
Instil in children self-respect that they may respect others and grow in mature independence. 

 

May the mutual affection and respect of families be a sign of Christian life here and hereafter,  
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

We welcome our Year 4 families and friends to our Sunday 6:00pm Family Mass.  

“Through towns and villages Jesus went teaching” Luke 13:22 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


  
 
 

 
 

Gospel                                        Luke 13.22-30  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
People will come from east and west, and will eat in the kingdom of God.        
Jesus went through one town and village after another, 
teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem. Someone asked 
him, “Lord, will only a few be saved?” 
 

Jesus said to them, “Strive to enter through the narrow door; 
for many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able. 
 

“When once the owner of the house has got up and shut the 
door, and you begin to stand outside and to knock at the 
door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’ then in reply he will say to 
you, ‘I do not know where you come from.’ 
 

“Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and 
you taught in our streets.’ But the Lord will say, ‘I do not 
know where you come from; go away from me, all you  
evildoers!’ 
 

“There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth when you see 
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the Prophets in the 
kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrown out. Then  
people will come from east and west, from north and south, 
and will eat in the kingdom of God. Indeed, some are last 
who will be first, and some are first who will be last.”  

Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  
Amen. 

Entrance Antiphon                        Cf. Ps 85:1-3 

(All) Turn your ear, O Lord, and answer me; save the  
servant who trusts in you, my God. Have mercy on me,  
O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. 

Gloria       
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of 
good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you,  
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world,  
receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the  
Father, have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
 

First Reading                         Isaiah 66.18-21 

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah  
All your kindred, from all nations, will be brought to the Lord. .     
Thus says the Lord: “For I know their works and their 
thoughts, and I am coming to gather all nations and tongues; 
and they shall come and shall see my glory, and I will set a 
sign among them. 
 

“From them I will send survivors to the nations, to Tarshish, 
Put, and Lud — which draw the bow — to Tubal and Javan, 
to the coastlands far away that have not heard of my fame or 
seen my glory; and they shall declare my glory among the 
nations. 
 

“They shall bring all your kindred from all the nations as an 
offering to the Lord, on horses, and in chariots, and in litters, 
and on mules, and on dromedaries, to my holy mountain  
Jerusalem,” says the Lord, “just as the children of Israel bring 
a grain offering in a clean vessel to the house of the Lord. 
 

“And I will also take some of them as priests and as Levites,” 
says the Lord.  

 

Responsorial Psalm              Psalm 117.1,2(R.Mk 16.15)   
 

(R.) Go out to all the world and tell the good news.     
 

1. Praise the Lord, all you nations! Extol him, 
 all you peoples! (R.) 
 

2. For great is his steadfast love toward us, and the  
faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. (R.) 
 
 
 

Second Reading                  Hebrews 12.5-7, 11-13 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews  
The Lord disciplines those whom he loves.         
And you have forgotten the exhortation that addresses you 
as children — “My child, do not regard lightly the discipline of 
the Lord, or lose heart when you are punished by him; for the 
Lord disciplines the one whom he loves, and chastises every 
son whom he accepts.” 
 

Endure trials for the sake of discipline. God is treating you as 
children; for what child is there whom a father does not  
discipline? 
 

Now, discipline always seems painful rather than pleasant at 
the time, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness 
to those who have been trained by it. 
 

Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak 
knees, and make straight paths for your feet, so that what is 
lame may not be put out of joint, but rather be healed.  

Gospel Acclamation                  John 14.6 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord; no 
one comes to the Father, except through me.  
Alleluia! 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana. 
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal 

© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton 
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of 
the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, 

and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English 
in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 

International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

The Archdiocese of Sydney 
recently celebrated the 
unveiling of the Year of 
Saint Joseph Painting at  
St Mary’s Cathedral.  
The beautiful work by 
artist Sally Ryan is now 
available as part of a 
Prayer of Intercession to 
Saint Joseph. 
The original artwork, 
which can be found by the 
8th historical window in 
the Cathedral, was created 
to celebrate St Joseph’s 
significance as the Patron 
of the Universal Church.  
To further spread devotion to St Joseph, we wish to 
gift you a prayer card (available in the Church foyer). 
In a time when the spiritual vitality of family life is 
needed more than ever, may this image and prayer 
support the life of our parish families near and far. 



 
 
 

 
 

Prayers of the Faithful  
Leader: With faith in the kingdom of God, let us bring our 
prayers before the Lord.                                        
 

Reader: Let us pray that our Holy Father Pope Francis 
may unite all Christians in the feast of God’s kingdom.  
(pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray that those in positions of leadership 
will display humility and a concern for others.   
(pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for all who have lost faith will once 
again hear Christ’s invitation of love and peace.  
(pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray that our community and those  
preparing for Confirmation will always be receptive to the 
Gospel.  
(pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.   

 

Reader: Let us pray for those who are sick, and frail will 
be given strength and hope in times of trial and those 
who have died will live in God’s kingdom of eternal life.    
(pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Leader: Heavenly Father, it is through faith and action we 
may enter your kingdom. Hear our prayers today and 
help us to always respond to the invitation of Jesus your 
Son. We ask this through Christ our Lord.          
All: Amen. 
 

Communion Antiphon                  Cf. Ps 103:13-15 

(All) The earth is replete with the fruits of your work,  
O Lord; you bring forth bread from the earth and wine to 
cheer the heart.  

Prayer for Confirmation Candidates 
Lord, You send out Your Spirit to touch the hearts of all 

people, so that they may believe in  
You and in Jesus whom You sent. 

 

Look kindly on all candidates for Confirmation  
as they listen to Your voice.  

Open their hearts to your Spirit and bring to fulfilment 
the good work that You have begun in them. 

 

As we prepare these children for Confirmation,  
make each of us an instrument of Your love.  
Teach us to appreciate what is holy in others,  

and to be patient with what we do not understand. 
 

Deepen our faith in the Gospel and help us to  
pass it on by our example.  

We pray that You will continue to guide us  
and sustain us. 

through Christ Our Lord.   
Amen. 

Confirmation 2022 
This week our candidates begin their preparation 
sessions, and we ask that they attend Mass each 

weekend. 
Please pray for them during this time of preparation.  

Sacrament of Initiation -  
The Sacrament of Confirmation is intimately linked to 
Baptism and Eucharist as the  
Sacraments of Initiation. Confirmation can be seen as 
the “gentle unfolding of what our Baptism means”; it is 
a continuation of what was begun at Baptism. 
Eucharist is the sacrament that completes our initiation 
as full members of the Catholic community. 
 

Confirmation is exactly what its name suggests, a 
confirming of our Baptism. 
Originally a candidate received all 
three sacraments (Baptism, 
Confirmation and Eucharist) in one 
ritual. This remains the practice of 
the Eastern Churches and is 
followed in the Catholic rite of  
Christian Initiation of Adults.  
 

We can look at Confirmation as 
sacrament of maturity: growing up 
and taking responsibility. There is a 
challenge to choose Christianity 
freely and willingly, and live it with 
conviction.  
“The sacrament of confirmation is 
for discipline, for speaking, for 
facing the realities of life in our 
times, as believing, practicing 
Christians.” (McKenna, 1997, p87) 



Keeping us all safe.  
Please hand sanitise when entering the Church, masks are 

optional and where possible maintain social distancing and 
do not replace your parish bulletin,  

we ask you to take it home. Thank you  

In this feast, particularly cherished by the Popes of 
modern times, we celebrate Mary as the Queen of Heaven 
and Earth. 
 

Pope Pius XII in the Papal Encyclical Ad Coeli Reginam 
proposed the traditional doctrine on the Queenship of 
Mary and established this feast for the Universal Church. 
 

Pope Pius IX said of Mary's queenship: "Turning her 
maternal Heart toward us and dealing with the affair of 
our salvation, she is concerned with the whole human 
race. Constituted by the Lord Queen of Heaven and earth, 
and exalted above all choirs of Angels and the ranks of 
Saints in Heaven, standing at the right hand of Her  
only-begotten Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, she petitions 
most powerfully with Her maternal prayers, and she 
obtains what she seeks." 
 

And Pope Pius XII added the following: "We commend 
that on the festival there be renewed the consecration of 
the human race to the Immaculate Heart of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. Upon this there is founded a great hope that 
there will rejoice in the triumph of religion and in 
Christian peace….Therefore, let all approach with 
greater confidence now than before, to the throne of 
mercy and grace of our Queen and Mother to beg help in 
difficultly, light in darkness and solace in trouble and 
sorrow… 
Whoever, therefore, honours the lady ruler of the Angels 
and of men - and let no one think themselves exempt 
from the payment of that tribute of a grateful and loving 
soul - let them call upon her as most truly Queen and as 
the Queen who brings the blessings of peace, that She 
may show us all, after this exile, Jesus, who will be our 
enduring peace and joy." 

Dempsey Medal: Quiet achiever honoured 
Lynette Brown was one of 18 Catholics awarded a 
Dempsey Medal by Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP 
during a Solemn Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral last 
weekend, for outstanding service in the Archdiocese 
of Sydney.  
The award celebrates significant contributions to 
building up the Church in Sydney through their acts 
of service.  
Lynette has contributed to the Parish community 
throughout her life. She has been involved in the 
mission and ministry of the Parish community in 
many roles. 
 

Lynette has been involved in the Liturgical life of the 
community as a Minister of the Word, RCIA Leader 
and has led many Advent and Lenten programs as 
well as prayer and rosary groups. Lynette is a 
respectful, faithful and an active member of our 
Parish.  
 

Lynette grew up in the Parish of Drummoyne, went 
to school at St Mark’s Primary, she was married at  
St Mark’s and her son was baptised and raised in 
Drummoyne. Her degree as an accountant has 
benefited the parish and Church over many years 
through her guidance and as a member of the Parish 
Finance Committee. 
 

Lynette has supported many priests who have come 
to St Mark’s over the years and has been a support to 
our ministries and committees in the parish, Lynette 
has welcomed Fr Monahan, Fr Conway, Fr Boyle, 
Monsignor Vince, and many more, as well as deacons 
and seminarians who were placed here. She has 
assisted them all to learn the way at  
St Mark’s Drummoyne.   
  

This award recognises the many years of faithful 
service, the commitment and dedication to the 
community, the spiritual guidance and welcome she 
gives to all our parishioners, her willingness to be 
involved in new initiatives within the parish and 
support fundraising campaigns to ensure the Church 
continues and to the ongoing support of community 
life in the Parish.  
 

Her outreach, welcome and evangelising spirit is a 
joy to all.   



 

†Monday 22 August - Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary     

In this feast, particularly cherished by the Popes of 
modern times, we celebrate Mary as the Queen of Heaven 
and Earth.  

†Wednesday 24 August - St Bartholomew, apostle      

Saint Bartholomew is one of the Twelve Apostles, 
mentioned sixth in the three Gospel lists (Matthew 10:3; Mark 

3:18; Luke 6:14), and seventh in the list of Acts (1:13). The 
name (Bartholomaios) means "son of Talmai" which was 
an ancient Hebrew name.   

†Friday 26 August - CWL      

Our next CWL meeting will be 
held, starting with a bring your 
own lite lunch from 11:30am 
before our meeting at 1:00pm. 
Upstairs in the Parish Centre.  
New members welcome.  

†Saturday 27 August - St Monica      

The Catholic Church honours St. Monica, whose holy 
example and fervent intercession led to one of the most 
dramatic conversions in Church history.  

†Sunday 28 August - Social Justice Sunday       

The celebration of Social Justice Sunday is a long tradition 
in the Catholic Church in Australia. For almost every year 
since 1940, our bishops have joined together to issue a 
major social justice statement at this time.   

†Monday 29 August - The Passion of St John the Baptist.        

O God, who willed that Saint John the Baptist should go 
ahead of your Son both in his birth and in his death, grant 
that, as he died a Martyr for truth and justice, we, too, 
may fight hard for the confession of what you teach. 

†Thursday 1 September  -  World Day of Prayer for Creation  

Pope Francis has established 1 September as the World 
Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, encouraging the 
Catholic community around the world to pray for our 
common home.  

† Friday 2 September  -  Spring Ember Day   

Ember Days are times where the seasons could be 
consecrated to the one true God. Ember Days are days of 
fasting, abstinence and prayer. 

†Sunday 4 September  -  Father’s Day  

Father’s Day is a secular holiday, but like its counterpart 
in Mother’s Day it is a day to give thanks to our Heavenly 
Father for the gift of our earthly parents. This Sunday is 
our Priest’s Retirement Fund Appeal  

†Tuesday 6 & Thursday 8 September - Prayer & Practice      

Confirmation Candidates and one parent are to attend the 
prayer and practice evening at t Mark’s Church 6:30pm.  

†Thursday 8 September - Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary        

celebrate with joy the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
for from her arose the sun of justice, Christ our God.  

†Sunday 11 September  -  Child Protection Sunday   

Let your grace and love fall gently now upon our children, 
giving them the inner strength, peace and resilience to 
seek out assistance when required.  

†Wednesday 14 & Thursday 15 September - Confirmation   

  Celebrated at St Mark’s Church. 

Due to this event South Street will be closed. 
Parking will be limited, and enter and exit by 
Tranmere Street. Please be aware of your  
surrounds and children when entering and exiting.    

Thank you  
Our Winter Appeal at St Mark’s Drummoyne this year 

raised $7,412.05 we thank all our parishioners  
and friends for their generosity.  

https://www.catholiccare.org/family-and-Individual-services/counselling-and-relationships/gambleaware/


St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
 

Monday & Friday 8:00am  
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am 
 

Saturday 12 noon  
Saturday Reconciliation 11:30am - 11:55am  

 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm  

 

 Scan the QR code to donate to support the  
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

 
St Mark’s Catholic Parish  

33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     
Tel: (02) 9181 1795    

Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Administrator:  Fr Denis Minns OP     
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP   

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your 
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on 

the pew for others to pick up.  

With COVID still circulating, our Church doors and windows 

are to remain open to provide adequate ventilation when we 
have a congregation. 
 

As winter is upon us, heating will be on for our weekend 

Masses. The heat flows from the floor vents at the side aisles.  
If you feel the cold we suggest you sit in the pews at the side 
aisle and dress appropriately.  

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and 

vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:  
Nancy Rice, Julie Taylor, Bishop Peter Ingham, Nora Bateman, 
Tony Murphy, Milly Di Blasio, Lina Giannandrea,  
Rocco Zoccali, Meagan Ficarra, Patricia Ficarra,  
Heather Burbidge, Wendy Madden and Patricia Ryan.  

Remembering those who have gone before us. 

Paul Rota, Paul Rizzuto, Alan Gill, Giuseppe Colantonio, 
Gloria Umali, Marie Tran, Eileen O’Neill, Larry O’Neill, 
Roslyn Iris Poppen, Paola Restuccia, Tony Restuccia,  
Julie Grady, Patricia Yong, Joyce Law and Dorie Levy.  

Recently Deceased. Fr Ben Bezzina, Cecily Smellie,  

Anthony O’Driscoll, Robert Williams, Ian McKinnon,  
Bernard Folkes and Mamie Thompson. 

 

        We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s 
 

Christian Magro Proietti,  
Sienna Graziella Proietti &  

Julian George Kwasnica    

and we congratulate their parents. 
   God bless you. 

St. Mark’s Parish. 
United in Baptism, Nourished by the Eucharist,  

Guided by the Holy Spirit,  
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 

Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 
Reaching Out to Those in Need,  

Journeying Together,  
Growing in Faith. 

Eternal rest grant unto them,  
O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

May all the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  

Amen. 

In the readings, the table of God’s Word is spread 
before the faithful, and the riches of the Bible are 

opened to them.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Welcome to 2021  

 

Gospel Reflection:  This week’s gospel passage picks up one of the major themes that runs throughout the gospel of Luke: the  
message of salvation is not reserved exclusively for the Jews, but is for all people; Jew and Gentile alike. A number of times in this 
gospel, the writer makes a point of having Jesus relate this controversial and fairly unpopular message to his audience. Today’s  
gospel makes clear that to gain salvation, you have to do more than just show up! Like those knocking on the locked door and 
claiming friendship, we can’t just turn up at the last minute and expect to be received. Salvation – entrance into the kingdom of God 
– belongs to those who accept the message of Jesus and act on it for the rest of their lives.  

The gospel makes plain to the Jewish people of the time that unless they accept the message of Jesus and act upon it, they will get a 
terrible shock ('weeping and grinding of teeth') at the coming of the kingdom. Those who believe in name only will find themselves 
looking in from the outside and will see the greatest prophets in the kingdom while they themselves are denied access. To further 
make the point, they are told that people from east and west, north and south will be welcomed into the feast of the kingdom.  
References to people from the four points of the compass always indicate people from other lands – non-Jews. Jesus tells his  
audience that people who are faithful to his message, even though they may be Gentile, will gain salvation before anyone who 
thinks they deserve it because of their birth or title. The kingdom must be earned through faithful effort, not by just turning up and 
claiming to be a believer. 
 

Scriptural context – A gospel of the least: The gospel of Luke portrays Jesus as focusing his ministry on those considered the least in 
society. In the Lukan version, the birth of Jesus is witnessed by lowly shepherds as opposed to the regal wise men of Matthew’s  
version. In the parable of the Good Samaritan, it is the Samaritan outsider who responds with compassion. The Lost (Prodigal) Son is 
welcomed back with great rejoicing. Zacchaeus, the resented tax collector, is treated with acceptance and makes a conversion of 
heart. All of these stories are unique to this gospel and paint a very particular picture of a compassionate Jesus. 

Gospel Focus – First and Last: 'Yes, there are those now last who will be first, and those now first who will be last.' These words of 
Jesus carry with them a major thrust of his ministry in the gospel of Luke. Jesus reminds his audience that their status in society 
means nothing when it comes to their status in the kingdom of God. What will make people ‘first’ in the kingdom is their  
acceptance of Jesus’ message, their faith and their compassionate actions toward others. Jesus’ insistence on the inherent value of 
the ‘last’ in society must have been a constant irritant to those who considered themselves ‘first’. 

Living the Gospel – Consequences: To be Christian is more than a name; more than a title. If we put our hand up and claim the title 
of Christian, then there are consequences that flow from that. Those who are disillusioned by religion frequently name hypocrisy as 
the major reason for their disillusionment. Sometimes, that’s an easy out. We can’t all live like Jesus all of the time. However, we are 
called to take Jesus as our model of the Christian life and to use his example as a guiding beacon. To call ourselves Christian is to try 
to be Christ-like in all our actions. 
Questions? 
Q. How can today’s gospel be reconciled with a notion that the kingdom is inclusive and open to all?  
Q. What is the message of the gospel for a modern audience?   
Q. What are the observable actions of someone who is trying to live like Jesus taught?                 © Greg Sunter    

 

$2  * Joseph: The greatest patriarch.     

* Medals honour pillars of parish life.        

* Bob Denahy: Husband & father.      

* Sydney ’s teen beauty queen.  Available in the Church foyer  

Do You Volunteer at  
St Mark’s? If Yes… 

  

The Archdiocese have advised the Parish of volunteers that 
have not renewed their Safeguarding refresher certificate.  
If it has been more than 3 years (for many of you it has 
been) could you please renew your certificate on this link:  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSedvAFBWnBPwpkqKDWVrR_PAkJK-I7eTlsCf-bnNi0-S7B-zg/viewform 

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSedvAFBWnBPwpkqKDWVrR_PAkJK-I7eTlsCf-bnNi0-S7B-zg/viewform


Welcome to 2021  

 
 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

©Creative Ministry  

 

Match the Picture to the Name. 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

