
 
I have come to bring fire A fierce fire in a eucalyptus 

forest bursts open the seed pods, cleanses the soil of 
smothering undergrowth, and returns nutrients to the soil 
to germinate the seeds. It is that sort of fire which Jesus 
brings to the earth. 
So, at Pentecost, He sent His Holy Spirit '. . . like tongues of 
fire', bursting the early disciples out of the protective shell 
of the 'Upper Room', allowing them to be germinated as 
seeds of the early Church. It is the same in every generation 
which has to ask: What personal, family or social situations 
provide a hard casing which must be cracked open? What is 
the smothering undergrowth which prevents our 
germination as fearless disciples?  
Jesus himself felt smothered by the small-minded people of 
Nazareth to which He never returned. He warns that 
families and good friends can try to smother the spark He 
wishes to ignite. 
We might pause for a moment to pray that the fiery Holy 
Spirit might enable us to become a stand of tall trees 
reaching for the Risen Son in all His glory.             
                                  © Fr Michael Tate  

Weekday Mass Schedule changes for this week.   
Monday 15 August 2022 - 8:00am Mass - Feast of the Assumption - visiting priest. 
  

Fr Denis has COVID so the following changes are to our morning Masses.   
Tuesday 16 August 2022 - 9:30am Mass cancelled - communion service only  
Wednesday 17 August 2022 - 7:30am Mass cancelled - communion service only  
Thursday 18 August 2022 - 9:30am Mass cancelled - communion service only  
Morning Prayer of the Church is 15 minutes prior to service.   

 The newly-ordained priests, Frs Gandy, Saliba, Joseph, 
Simmons and Anderson join Archbishop Anthony 
Fisher OP to concelebrate Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral 
on 6 August, 2022. Photo: Alphonsus Fok  

 

Prayers, praise and perfect skies marked the beginning of 
the priestly journey for five men who will now serve the 
faithful in the Archdiocese of Sydney.  
 
The whole ordination abundantly overflowed with gifts: five 
young new priests, the long lines for first blessings, the 
beautiful vestments and music, the smiles and laughter of 
the congregation.                  © Catholic weekly 

Photo: Alphonsus Fok  

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/celebrations-and-a-joyful-noise/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=celebrations-and-a-joyful-noise


  
 
 

 
 

Gospel                                        Luke 12.49-53 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
I did not come for your tranquility, but rather for division.       
Jesus said to his disciples: “I came to bring fire to the 
earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! I have a  
baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am 
under until it is completed! 
“Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? 
No, I tell you, but rather division! From now on five in one 
household will be divided, three against two and two 
against three; they will be divided: father against son and 
son against father, mother against daughter and daughter 
against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.  

Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand 
of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  
Amen. 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton 
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of 
the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, 

and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English 
in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 

International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

Entrance Antiphon                        Ps 83:10-11

(All) Turn your eyes, O God, our shield; and look on the face 
of your anointed one; one day within your courts is better 
than a thousand elsewhere. 

Gloria       
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of 
good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you,  
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world,  
receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the  
Father, have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
 

First Reading                  Jeremiah 38.1-2ab, 4-6, 8-10 

A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah  
I was born, a man of strife and contention, for the whole land.     
The officials of King Zedekiah heard the words that Jeremiah 
was saying to all the people, “Thus says the Lord: Those 
who stay in the city shall die; but those who go out to the 
Chaldeans shall live.” Then the officials said to the king, 
“This  man ought to be put to death, because he is  
discouraging the soldiers who are left in this city, and all the 
people, by speaking such words to them. For this man is not 
seeking the welfare of this people, but their harm.” King  
Zedekiah said, “Here he is; he is in your hands; for the king 
is powerless against you.” So they took Jeremiah and threw 
him into the cistern of Malchiah, the king’s son, which was in 
the court of the guard, letting Jeremiah down by ropes. Now 
there was no water in the cistern, but only mud, and  
Jeremiah sank in the mud. So Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, 
an officer in the king’s house, left the king’s house and spoke 
to the king, “My lord king, these men have acted wickedly in 
all they did to the Prophet Jeremiah by throwing him into the 
cistern to die there of hunger, for there is no bread left in the 
city.” Then the king commanded Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, 
“Take three men with you from here, and pull the Prophet 
Jeremiah up from the cistern before he dies.”  
 

Responsorial Psalm                Psalm 40.1,2,3, 17(R.13b)   
 

(R.) Lord come to my aid!    
 

1. I waited patiently for the Lord; he inclined to me and heard 
my cry. (R.) 
 

2. He drew me up from the desolate pit, out of the miry bog, 
and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps secure. (R.) 
 
 

3. He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our 
God. Many will see & fear, and put their trust in the Lord. (R.) 
 

4. As for me, I am poor and needy, but the Lord takes 
thought for me. You are my help and my deliverer; do not 
delay, O my God. (R.) 

Second Reading                      Hebrews 12.1-4 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews  
With perseverance ,let us run the race that is set before us.        
Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 
let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so 
closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set 
before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him en-
dured the Cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his 
seat at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider Jesus 
who endured such hostility against himself from sinners, so 
that you may not grow weary or lose heart. In your struggle 
against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding 
your blood.  

Gospel Acclamation                  John 10:27 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord; I know 
them, and they follow me.  
Alleluia! 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana. 
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal 

© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

 

The feast of the Assumption is always a Holy Day of 
Obligation for both Roman and Eastern-rite 

Catholics. 



 
 
 

 
 

Prayers of the Faithful  
Leader: Let us call on God to come to our aid, for he is our 
saving help.                                       
 

Reader: Let us pray for the Church: that God’s people will 
remain faithful and never lose heart. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: We pray that Christians throughout the world 
come together in unity to serve the Lord of life and to care 
for the human family. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for young people everywhere, that the 
Holy Spirit will guide and direct them in all the decisions 
they make. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray that our parish community may live 
true to our Baptismal promises and faith in the mystery of 
Christ. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.   

 

Reader: Let us pray for all who have died, that they may 
rest in peace and rise in glory. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Leader: Heavenly Father, you test us in faith through your 
Word. Hear our prayers today and help us through our 
struggles and challenges to always live true to your saving 
Word. We ask this through Christ our Lord.         
All: Amen. 
 

Communion Antiphon                    Ps 147:12,14 

(All)  O Jerusalem, glorify the Lord, who gives you your fill 
of finest wheat. 

Prayer for Confirmation Candidates 
Lord, You send out Your Spirit to touch the hearts of all 

people, so that they may believe in  
You and in Jesus whom You sent. 

 

Look kindly on all candidates for Confirmation  
as they listen to Your voice.  

Open their hearts to your Spirit and bring to fulfilment 
the good work that You have begun in them. 

 

As we prepare these children for Confirmation,  
make each of us an instrument of Your love.  
Teach us to appreciate what is holy in others,  

and to be patient with what we do not understand. 
 

Deepen our faith in the Gospel and help us to  
pass it on by our example.  

We pray that You will continue to guide us  
and sustain us. 

through Christ Our Lord.   
Amen. 

Confirmation 2022 
This week our candidates begin their preparation 
sessions, and we ask that they attend Mass each 

weekend. 
Please pray for them during this time of preparation.  

 The Archdiocese have advised the Parish of volunteers that have not renewed their 
Safeguarding certificate. If it has been more than 3 years could you please renew 
your certificate on this link:  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSedvAFBWnBPwpkqKDWVrR_PAkJK-I7eTlsCf-bnNi0-S7B-zg/viewform 

EVENING PRAYER MORNING PRAYER 

QR DAILY FOR LAUDS & EVENING VESPERS 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSedvAFBWnBPwpkqKDWVrR_PAkJK-I7eTlsCf-bnNi0-S7B-zg/viewform


The celebration phase of the Plenary Council is over.  
What happens now?  

The Plenary Council has three phases: preparation, which 
took place over more than three years; celebration, which 
included the two assemblies and the nine months between 
them; and implementation, which started after the second 
assembly and will unfold in coming years. 
 

At the second assembly, the following motion passed: 
 

That the Plenary Council adopt the following steps for 
ensuring the effectiveness and accountability of the 
Implementation phase, to take place over a period of five 
years: 
a.    the Bishops Commission for the Plenary Council will be 
responsible for establishing terms of review for the Plenary 
Council’s implementation; 
 

b.    a roundtable body such as that proposed in Decree 7, 
Article 2, will be responsible for co-ordinating the review; 
 

c.    interim reports will be published in 2023 and 2025; and 
 

d.    the final review report will be published five years after 
the Second Assembly, in 2027. 
  
Much of the work of implementation will take place at the 
local level, including at diocesan synods that are expected to 
take place within five years of the conclusion of the Plenary 

Keeping us all safe.  
Please hand sanitise when entering the Church, masks are 

optional and where possible maintain social distancing and 
do not replace your parish bulletin,  

we ask you to take it home. Thank you  



†Monday 15 August - The Assumption    
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, let us all 
rejoice in the Lord, as we celebrate the feast day in 
honour of the Virgin Mary, at whose Assumption the 
Angels rejoice and praise the Son of God. Mass at 8:00am 

†Monday 22 August -  

The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary     
In this feast, particularly cherished by the Popes of 
modern times, we celebrate Mary as the Queen of Heaven 
and Earth.  

†Wednesday 24 August - St Bartholomew, apostle      

Saint Bartholomew is one of the Twelve Apostles, 
mentioned sixth in the three Gospel lists (Matthew 
10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:14), and seventh in the list 
of Acts (1:13). The name (Bartholomaios) means 
"son of Talmai" which was an ancient Hebrew name.   

†Saturday 27 August - St Monica      

The Catholic Church honours St. Monica, whose holy 
example and fervent intercession led to one of the most 
dramatic conversions in Church history.  

†Sunday 28 August - Social Justice Sunday       

The celebration of Social Justice Sunday is a long tradition 
in the Catholic Church in Australia. For almost every year 
since 1940, our bishops have joined together to issue a 
major social justice statement at this time.   

†Thursday 8 September -  

The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary        
Let us celebrate with joy the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, for from her arose the sun of justice, Christ our 
God.  

†Tuesday 6 & Thursday 8 September - Prayer & Practice      

The Candidates for Confirmation and one parent are to 
attend the prayer and practice evening at  
St Mark’s Church 6:30pm.  
 

 

†Tue 13, Wed 14, Thur 15 September 

Confirmation will be celebrated at  
St Mark’s Church. Services may vary 
depending on enrolments.  
 

Due to this event South Street will be closed. 
Parking will be limited, and enter and exit by 
Tranmere Street. Please be aware of your  
surrounds and children when entering and exiting.    

Your generosity is appreciated.  
Our Parish target was $3600.00  

Our collection last week was  
$1060.50 

 

Thank you for your generosity in helping us reach our 
target to support the charities of the Archdiocese of 

Sydney. 

Catholic Jobs: Positions Vacant:  

Registered Nurse - Randwick 
https://catholicjobsonline.com.au/job/registered-nurse-randwick-nsw/  

 
Finance Operations Manager – Currently Hurstville and WFH options 
https://catholicjobsonline.com.au/job/finance-operations-manager-sydney-nsw-and-wfh-options/  

Sacramental Coordinator  - Ryde-Gladesville Parish 
https://catholicjobsonline.com.au/job/ryde-nsw-permanent-part-time-sacramental-coordinator-ryde-nsw/  

Bookkeeper with MYOB experience required at the  
Sacred Heart Monastery in Kensington. 
Flexible days (2-3) and hours.  
Lovely environment and small team. 
To apply contact Catherine on 0419256522. 

https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/cw5rh/2220068/BTEVssLRbvxat9jPip.tHlhg9oqoll0AGTRjSGJH.html
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/cw5rh/2220069/BTEVssLRbvxat9jPip.t6CBBjGbWBLXya_zEOlMS.html
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/cw5rh/2220071/BTEVssLRbvxat9jPip.tnczOAZBZEflEEJpavjG9.html


St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
 

Monday & Friday 8:00am  
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am 
(No Mass  

Communion service only)  
Saturday 12 noon  

Saturday Reconciliation 11:30am - 11:55am  
 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm  

 

 
St Mark’s Catholic Parish  

33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     
Tel: (02) 9181 1795    

Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Administrator:  Fr Denis Minns OP     
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP   

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your 
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on 

the pew for others to pick up.  

With COVID still circulating, our Church doors and windows 

are to remain open to provide adequate ventilation when we 
have a congregation. 
 

As winter is upon us, heating will be on for our weekend 

Masses. The heat flows from the floor vents at the side aisles.  
If you feel the cold we suggest you sit in the pews at the side 
aisle and dress appropriately.  

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and 

vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:  
Nancy Rice, Julie Taylor, Bishop Peter Ingham, Nora Bateman, 
Tony Murphy, Milly Di Blasio, Lina Giannandrea,  
Rocco Zoccali, Meagan Ficarra, Patricia Ficarra,  
Heather Burbidge, Wendy Madden and Patricia Ryan.  

Remembering those who have gone before us. 

Giuseppe Colantonio, Gloria Umali, Marie Tran, Paul Rizzuto, 
Eileen O’Neill, Paola Restuccia, Tony Restuccia, Patricia Yong, 
Maureen Cleur, Joyce Law and Dorie Levy.  

Recently Deceased. Anthony O’Driscoll, Robert Williams,  

Ian Patrick McKinnon, Bernard Folkes, Mamie Thompson, 
Marilyn Farr, Archie Roach, Judith Durham AO and 
Dame Olivia Newton-John AC DBE.  

 

        We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s 
 

James Eng Boon Ong    

and we congratulate his parents. 
   God bless you. 

St. Mark’s Parish. 
United in Baptism, Nourished by the Eucharist,  

Guided by the Holy Spirit,  
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 

Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 
Reaching Out to Those in Need,  

Journeying Together,  
Growing in Faith. 

 

† An adult who has never been baptised. 

† An adult who was baptised in another Christian Church 
and wants to become Catholic.  

† A baptised Catholic (adult) who has not yet received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation. 

 
Anyone 16 years and over is welcome to prepare for the 
reception of the sacraments of initiation - Baptism, Confirmation 
and Eucharist to be held at Easter 2023.  
 

The course will commence in October 2022.  
For enquiries please contact the Parish office.  
 
Note: Any parishioners interested in joining the RCIA team are 
welcome, please contact the Parish office.   

Do you know any ADULTS who 
would like to become Catholic, 

or any ADULT who would like to 
be received into the  
Catholic Church?  

Eternal rest grant unto them,  
O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

May all the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  

Amen. 

 Jesus said: "I am the living bread that came down from 
heaven; if any one eats of this bread, he will live for ever; . . . 

he who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life 
and . . . abides in me, and I in him" (Jn 6:51, 54, 56).  

CCC 1406 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Welcome to 2021  

 

Gospel Reflection:  This week’s short and sharp gospel brings to mind two popular sayings (sometimes regarded as blessings, and 
sometimes regarded as curses). The first is fictitiously ascribed as an ancient Chinese saying, 'May you live in interesting times!' The 
inference of the blessing/curse is that ‘interesting times’ equate to disturbing, tumultuous times or times of rapid change. Some  
people thrive on such change and upheaval, while others dread the thought of change.  
The second blessing/curse is, 'May the peace of Christ disturb you!' It occasionally turns up around Christmas or Easter and is  
sometimes provocatively used by those who advocate for justice and peace. The saying cuts to the heart of what Jesus says in today’s 
gospel: the message he brings is not a cosy, complacent peace, but rather a message that confronts and challenges, even turning 
loved ones against each other.  
Jesus reminds us that if we take on his message of compassion, hospitality and table fellowship then it can set us apart from those 
who have not accepted the message – even family members. It’s a challenging message that even love and loyalty within a family 
can be disrupted by seeking to authentically live the model of Jesus. If we authentically place the needs of the lowly and the outcast 
ahead of our own and ahead of our family, then this can be very confronting and very disrupting. What are the consequences for 
family gatherings? What might the gathering at Christmas dinner look like if we take this message seriously? Jesus says that the 
normal obligations to family have to take second place to acting on his message and bringing about the kingdom of God. 
 

Living the Gospel – Speaking a hard message: Today’s gospel reminds us that the message of Christianity is not always a popular 
one. Sometimes we are called upon to speak a hard message; a challenging message; a confronting message. The message of the  
gospel frequently confronts our popular culture and accepted social practice. It often contradicts the expedient decisions of our 
political leaders. There is a responsibility on us to speak the hard message of the gospel even at the risk of unpopularity and even in 
the face of threat. The Christian heroes of our time are those who call leaders to measure up to the demands of the gospel. 

Scriptural context – Turning point: As we’ve seen over the last few weeks, chapter 12 of the gospel of Luke presents a collection of 
sayings by Jesus exhorting his followers to take up his message fearlessly and assuring them that if they do so then God will protect 
them – even in the hardest of times. The chapter captures what must have been a period of frustration for Jesus in his ministry: he 
has been preaching and performing miracles, yet his followers don’t seem to understand his purpose. The chapter has an urgency 
and a sharpness of tone that reflect the frustration of Jesus at this mid-point in the gospel. 

Historical Context – Family ties: In the ancient world, and particularly in Jewish culture, family meant everything. One’s identity 
was completely tied up with family. Families absolutely depended on one another for survival and for personal identity. Young men 
were identified by who their father was. Women quite literally ‘belonged’ to their father or husband. The entire fabric of society and 
tradition was held together by extended families. For Jesus to say that his message would tear families apart was to say that all of 
society would be transformed by the message. The kingdom of God turns expectations and society on their head, breathing new life 
into tired, restrictive structures. 
Questions? 
Q. How might the message of Jesus bring about division?  
Q. When have you experienced division or rejection as a result of the Christian message?  
Q. Who do you know in your local community who speaks up for Christian values without counting the cost?         

                                                                                    © Greg Sunter    

 

$2 

Parish Renewal Conference 2022 
Specifically tailored for parishioners to be renewed in the Church's mission of evangelisation, join us to 

strengthen your practical efforts through spiritual, intellectual, pastoral and human formation.  
Equipping and strengthening parishes in calling and forming missionary disciples. 

Dr Hahn, Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP and a stellar array of speakers will address Sydney’s 
faithful. Register at www.gomakedisciples.org.au/prc22    

 * Five more for the vineyard.     

* Scott Hahn. Don ’t lose heart. Get going!       

* Seventy years married      

* Women in the church   Available in the Church foyer  

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/c8gmj/2219884/5mavHBWHkl3A5giz36MnC1e9E4bji_BRCHj8xaEH.html


Welcome to 2021  

 
 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

©Creative Ministry  

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

