
 

National Vocations Awareness Week is celebrated 

each year across a week that includes the 8 August  feast day 
of Australia’s first saint: St Mary of the Cross MacKillop.   
 

At some point in our lives, we may wonder - am I where I am 
supposed to be?  
 

Are my plans or hopes for the future the right ones, the ones 
that will help me find true happiness?  
 

We all have a calling - something specific that God calls us to. 
In the Church we commonly refer to this as our ‘vocation’. 
Each of us are invited by God to live a particular vocation or 
state of life. By living out our baptismal call to follow and 
imitate Jesus, we are able to discover what this specific call is. 
 

Our vocation isn’t about our profession or career path. Rather 
it refers to the very specific way God is calling us to love 
others. Although your specific calling will be unique to you, 
there are four ‘categories’ of vocation that the Church uses to 
help us discern God’s plan: marriage, single life, priesthood 
and religious life. In each of these four ways of life, God calls 
us to freely and generously respond to his call. By living out 
our vocation, we experience deep fulfilment and joy. 
 

The process of discerning your vocation can be challenging. 
To help you discern what God is calling you to, you may find it 
helpful to chat to a trusted friend, or teacher. Spending time 
with those living out the vocation you feel called to, can also 
be useful.                                       
                      ©  Vocations - Catholic Church in Australia   

After seven years together Deacons Ben Saliba, Mark Anderson, 
Ben Gandy, Bijoy Joseph and Adrian Simmons received their 
ordination to  priesthood at St Mary’s Cathedral.  
May we as a community support our new priests with our 
prayers and cherish Our Lord’s gift of the Sacrament of Holy 
Orders to his Church.    
Each were asked the following question.  
What do you think will be the hardest thing about the priesthood 
in 2022. And what will be the best?  
Deacon Ben Salibia (Sales Manager)  
The best thing will be our ordination, the hardest is yet to be 
seen. I have always lived by the motto, there are never 
problems, only potential solutions. The road will be a 
challenging one, however the victory has already been won by 
our Lord, all we need to do is play our part.  
Deacon Mark Anderson (Electrician)  
I don’t know what the hardest thing will be, but the best thing 
about the priesthood in 2022 will be the new relationship with 
Christ that my ordination will bring about.  
Deacon Ben Gandy (Bachelor of Music)  
Hardest: Time management. Best: Celebrating the sacraments.  
Deacon Bijoy Joseph (Engineer)  
The hardest thing will be trying to heal the greater divisions that 
are in society and in the Church. The best thing will be saving 
souls!  
Deacon Adrian Simmons (Risk Management) 
Well, the hardest thing could very well be the distrust of the 
Church. People are looking for informed and considered 
answers to both practical and existential questions, however, 
the Church’s teaching is treated with a default scepticism which 
often inhibits any reasonable discussion behind the reasons for 
the Churches teaching. The best thing for me will be developing 
meaningful relationships with others and from that serving 
them through life’s ups and downs.   © Debbie Cramsie Catholic Weekly 

© Photo: ALPHONSUS FOK  

The Charitable Works Appeal  
is this weekend.   

 

The CWF support a whole range of 
charities and ministries, including the 

Good Shepherd Seminary, 
CatholicCare, the Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine, the Ephpheta 
Centre for the deaf and hearing 

impaired, Aboriginal Catholic 
Ministries, and university, hospital  

and prison Chaplaincies.  
 

Appeal envelopes are available to in 
the Church foyer and can be placed in 
any of the baskets around the Church.  

 

St Mark’s Parish has been provided 
with a target of $3600 for this appeal.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.ourfaithourworks.org/give-to-cwf/


 Second Reading Continued 

All of these died in faith without having received the  
promises, but from a distance they saw and greeted them. 
They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on 
the earth, for people who speak this way make it clear that 
they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of 
the land that they had left behind, they would have had 
opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better  
country, that is a heavenly one. Therefore God is not 
ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a 
city for them. By faith Abraham, when put to the test,  
offered up Isaac. He who had received the promises was 
ready to offer up his only son, of whom he had been told. 
“It is through Isaac that descendants shall be named for 
you”. Abraham considered the fact that God is able even to 
raise someone from the dead, and figuratively speaking, he 
did receive Isaac back.     

 

 

 

 
 

 

Gospel                                       Luke 12.35-40 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
You must keep yourself ready.      
Jesus said to his disciples, “Do not be afraid, little flock, for 
it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 
Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for 
yourselves that do not wear out, and unfailing treasure in 
heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like 
those who are waiting for their master to return from the 
wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him 
as soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are those 
slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I 
tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to 
eat, and he will come and serve them. If he comes during 
the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, 
blessed are those slaves. “But know this: if the owner of 
the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, 
he would not have let his house be broken into. You also 
must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an  
unexpected hour.  
Peter said, “Lord, are you telling this parable for us or for 
everyone?” And the Lord said “ Who then is the faithful and 
prudent manager whom his master will put in charge of his 
slaves, to give them their allowance of food at the proper 
time?  Blessed is that slave whom his master will find at 
work when he arrives. Truly I tell you, he will put that one in 
charge of all his possessions. But if that slave says to  
himself, My master is delayed in coming, and if he begins 
to beat the others slaves, men and women, and to eat and 
drink and get drunk, the master of that slave will come on a 
day when he does not expect him and at an hour that he 
does not know, and will cut him in pieces, and put him with 
the unfaithful. 
“That slave who knew what his master wanted, but did not 
prepare himself or do what was wanted, will receive a  
severe beating. But the one who did not know and did what 
deserved a beating will receive a light beating. “From  
everyone to whom much has been given, much will be  
required; and from the one to whom much has been  
entrusted, even more will be demanded.”  

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton 
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of 
the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, 

and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English 
in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 

International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

Entrance Antiphon                    Cf. Ps 73:20,19,22,23

(All) Look to your covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of 
your poor ones for ever. Arise, O God, and defend your 
cause, and forget not the cries of those who seek you. 

Gloria       
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of 
good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you,  
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world,  
receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the  
Father, have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
 

First Reading                          Wisdom 18.6-9 

A reading from the book of Wisdom  
By the same means by which you punished our enemies, you called us 
to yourself and glorified us.    
The night of the deliverance from Egypt was made known 
beforehand to our ancestors, so that they might rejoice in 
sure knowledge of the oaths in which they trusted. 
The deliverance of the righteous and the destruction of their 
enemies were expected by your people. For by the same 
means by which you punished our enemies you called us to 
yourself and glorified us. 

For in secret the holy children of good people offered  
sacrifices, and with one accord agreed to the divine law, so 
that the saints would share alike the same things, both  
blessings and dangers; and already they were singing the 
praises of the ancestors.  
 

Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 33. 1+12, 18-19,20+22(R.12)   
 

(R.) Happy are the people the Lord has chosen to be his 
own.    
 

1. Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous. Praise befits the  
upright. Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the 
people whom he has chosen as his heritage. (R.) 
 

2. Truly the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him, on 
those who hope in his steadfast love, to deliver their souls 
from death, and to keep them alive in famine. (R.) 
 
 

3. Our soul waits for the Lord; he is our help and shield. Let 
your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, even as we hope in 
you. (R.) 

Second Reading                 Hebrews 11.1-2, 8-12 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews  
Abraham was looking for the city designed and built by God.       
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the  
conviction of things not seen. Indeed, by faith our  
ancestors received approval. By faith Abraham obeyed when 
he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as 
an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was 
going. By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been 
promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac 
and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 
For Abraham looked forward to the city that has foundations, 
whose architect and builder is God. By faith Sarah herself, 
though barren, received power to conceive, even when she 
was too old, because she considered him faithful who had 
promised. Therefore from one person, and this one as good 
as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of 
heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the  
seashore.”  

Gospel Acclamation                   Matthew 5.3 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Be watchful and ready: you know not when the Son 
of Man is coming.  
Alleluia! 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana. 
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal 

© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   



 
 
 

 
 

Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand 
of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  
Amen.

Prayers of the Faithful  
Leader: Let us ask our heavenly Father to increase the 
grace of generosity within our hearts.                                      
 

Reader: Let us pray for the Church: that the God of love 
may be with us always, in times of peace and in times of 
turmoil. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for the grace of perseverance in the 
way of life to which God has called us. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for all health care workers: that they 
will be supported in their work and given the assistance 
they need.  (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray that the Lord will call people to serve 
his faithful people in the ministries of priesthood, diaconate 
and consecrated life. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.   

 

Reader: Let us pray for the faithful departed: that they may 
rejoice forever at Christ’s heavenly banquet. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Leader: Heavenly Father, we ask you to hear these  
prayers, which we make in faith, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, Our Lord.         
All: Amen. 
 

Communion Antiphon                    Ps 147:12,14 

(All)  O Jerusalem, glorify the Lord, who gives you your fill 
of finest wheat. 

Keeping us all safe.  
Please hand sanitise when entering the Church, masks 

are optional and where possible maintain social 
distancing and do not replace your parish bulletin, we 

ask you to take it home.  
Thank you  

Prayer for Confirmation Candidates 
Lord, You send out Your Spirit to touch the hearts of all 

people, so that they may believe in  
You and in Jesus whom You sent. 

 

Look kindly on all candidates for Confirmation  
as they listen to Your voice.  

Open their hearts to your Spirit and bring to fulfilment the 

good work that You have begun in them. 
 

As we prepare these children for Confirmation,  
make each of us an instrument of Your love.  
Teach us to appreciate what is holy in others,  

and to be patient with what we do not understand. 
 

Deepen our faith in the Gospel and  
help us to pass it on by our example.  

We pray that You will continue to guide us and sustain us. 
through Christ Our Lord.   

Amen. 

Confirmation 2022 
This week our candidates begin their preparation at their 

enrolment Mass along with our Year 6 family Mass.  
Please pray for them during this time of preparation.  

Loving God,  
We thank you for the gifts of families.  

We ask your blessing on all families today and always. Be 
with us in our daily life together.  

Be our guide in times of challenge.  
Be our strength in times of difficulty.  

Be our joy in times of delight.  
Help our families to grow stronger in your love  

And show us how to love one another  
As you have loved us. May we welcome Jesus as the 

unseen guest in our home.  
May we be his voice and hands,  

respecting and caring for those we meet.  
May we look to the example of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, 

as we strive to be the best family we can be.  
Most Holy Family of Nazareth, pray for us.  

Amen  

 The Archdiocese have advised the Parish of volunteers that have not renewed their 
Safeguarding certificate. If it has been more than 3 years could you please renew 
your certificate on this link:  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSedvAFBWnBPwpkqKDWVrR_PAkJK-I7eTlsCf-bnNi0-S7B-zg/viewform 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSedvAFBWnBPwpkqKDWVrR_PAkJK-I7eTlsCf-bnNi0-S7B-zg/viewform


Why has the Catholic tradition of honouring the saints become relatively unfamiliar to young people today?  
 

Some decades ago, children preparing for Confirmation were asked to select the name of a saint who exhibited 
qualities they admired or whose life or death had particularly inspired them.  
Children who attend school often learn only about the saint after whom their school has been named, or about the 
saint who founded the religious order responsible for establishing their school. Others may have heard a parent or 
grandparent saying a frantic prayer to St Anthony when something important has been lost and needs to be found.  
Giving children the opportunity to learn about the saints in a more intentional way, and to research one saint in 
particular, according to their interests, introduces them to the vastness of the Catholic tradition and the variety of 
ways in which people have demonstrated their faith.  
However, the most important thing for children to keep in mind is:  
How does this person help me to be more like Jesus?  
Choosing a saint: 
Saints are celebrated throughout the liturgical year, by way of solemnity, feast, memorial or optional memorial. 
As children begin to explore the lives of the saints either in books or online, some of the saints they uncover may seem 
familiar and others somewhat more obscure.  
Even trying to pronounce some of the saints’ names can be engaging for children.  
 

Some children may prefer to find a saint that corresponds to a particular interest or talent they have.  
 
ARTISTS may find an affinity with St Catherine of Bologna who excelled in painting and drawing. Others may enjoy 
learning about St Albert Chmielowski, a famous Polish painter who eventually ended his career as an artist to devote 
his life to the poor.  
 

MUSICIANS the patron saint of St Cecilia, may appeal who children who sing or play a musical instrument.  
 

ATHLETES may enjoy learning about St Sebastian, the patron saint of athletes and archers, or St Teresa of the Andes 
who loved swimming and horseback riding. 
 

WRITERS may find inspiration in the story of Teresa of Avila, who wrote extensively and was one of only a few female 
Doctors of the Church, or St Augustine, a prolific writer and Doctor of the Church who experienced a powerful 
conversion. 
 

NATURE & ANIMALS Children who have a special connection with nature or animals may enjoy exploring the stories 
of St Francis of Assisi, patron saint of animals and ecology. 
 

HIGH ACHIEVERS may be interested in the life of St Abbo of Fleury, a scientist and mathematician who studied the 
theory of numbers before Arabic numbers were introduced, or St Catherine of Siena a great scholar and philosopher.  
 

COURAGE those who need courage in other areas of their life may identify with the story of St Joan of Arc, a young 
saint who showed great courage in leading an army to victory. 
 

ANXIETY children who struggle with anxiety or depression may find comfort in the witness of St Ignatius of Loyola 
or St Teresa of Calcutta. 
 

EXAMS Those who are working towards exams may like to learn about and pray for the intercession of St Joseph of 
Cupertino. 
 

As children explore the lives of saints from different  centuries and different  places, they will come to notice a 
common set of values and attitudes to aspire to which transcend the boundaries of time and culture.  
 

The saints, although usually not popular or well-known figures in their time, offer genuine examples of 
discipleship, service, loyalty, perseverance, faith, generosity, love and hope. © Clare Schwantes Liturgy News 2021  
 
 

Resources to enhance a Study of the Saints 
WEBSITE:  https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/              

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/saints/saints-stories-for-all-ages/


†Monday 8 August - Saint Mary of the Cross     

The solemnity of St Mary of the Cross Mary Mackillop.  
We could pause for a moment to pray that we may join  
St Mary of the Cross in Heaven, together with all the 
Josephite sisters who set their hearts on the Father’s 
kingdom and His saving justice. Mass at 8:00am  

†Wednesday 10 August - St Lawrence      

Lawrence was among the seven deacons of the Roman 
church serving Pope Sixtus II.  It is said that Lawrence 
gave the church's treasures to the poor and the sick 
before his arrest.  

†Thursday 11 August - Parent Information Evening      

Confirmation parent information evening, the 
parents of the candidates are expected to attend this 
zoom session.  

†Monday 15 August - The Assumption    
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, let us all 
rejoice in the Lord, as we celebrate the feast day in 
honour of the Virgin Mary, at whose Assumption the 
Angels rejoice and praise the Son of God. Mass at 8:00am 

†Monday 22 August -  

The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary     
In this feast, particularly cherished by the Popes of 
modern times, we celebrate Mary as the Queen of Heaven 
and Earth.  

†Wednesday 24 August - St Bartholomew, apostle      

Saint Bartholomew is one of the Twelve Apostles, 
mentioned sixth in the three Gospel lists (Matthew 10:3; 
Mark 3:18; Luke 6:14), and seventh in the list of Acts 
(1:13). The name (Bartholomaios) means "son of Talmai" 
which was an ancient Hebrew name.   

†Saturday 27 August - St Monica      

The Catholic Church honours St. Monica, whose holy 
example and fervent intercession led to one of the most 
dramatic conversions in Church history.  

†Sunday 28 August - Social Justice Sunday       

The celebration of Social Justice Sunday is a long tradition 
in the Catholic Church in Australia. For almost every year 
since 1940, our bishops have joined together to issue a 
major social justice statement at this time.   

†Thursday 8 September -  

The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary        
Let us celebrate with joy the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, for from her arose the sun of justice, Christ our 
God.  

†Tuesday 6 & Thursday 8 September - Prayer & Practice      

The Candidates for Confirmation and one parent are 
to attend the prayer and practice evening at  
St Mark’s Church 6:30pm.  
 

 

†Tue 13, Wed 14, Thur 15 September 

Confirmation will be celebrated at  
St Mark’s Church. Services may vary 
depending on enrolments.  
 

HOLY SEE 

Just as in Mother MacKillop’s time, so too today the Christian 
community is faced with many modern "deserts": the 
wastelands of indifference and intolerance, the desolation of 
racism and contempt for other human beings, the barrenness 
of selfishness and faithlessness: sin in all its forms and 
expressions, and the scandal of sin magnified by the means  
of social communications.  
 

If the Church continually recalls God’s law, inscribed in the 
human heart and revealed in the Old and New Testaments, it 
is not because of some arbitrary attachment to past tradition 
and outmoded views. It is that man detached from his Creator 
and Redeemer cannot fulfil his destiny and will not  have 

peace. Everywhere the Church must be "a sign and a 
safeguard of the transcendence of the human person"  
(Gaudium et Spes, 76).  
 

By defending life against the evils, by encouraging 
strong family life in the face of old and new threats to its 
stability, by advancing justice at every level through her social 
doctrine, the Church is a true Gospel leaven in every sphere of 

human activity (Gaudium et Spes, 40).  
 

The great document of the Second Vatican Council on the 
Church in the Modern World has given the Church’s 
members a reminder which is timely in every age: "Christians 
cannot yearn for anything more ardently than to serve the 
men and women of the modern world ever more generously 
and effectively" (Ibid. 93).  
excerpt from Homily Pope John Paul II  - 1995 
 

The solemnity of St Mary of the Cross Mary Mackillop.  
Monday 8 August 2022 - Mass at 8.00am  

http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_cons_19651207_gaudium-et-spes_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_cons_19651207_gaudium-et-spes_en.html


St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
 

Monday & Friday 8:00am  
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am  
Saturday 12 noon  

Saturday Reconciliation 
11:30am - 11:55am  

 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm  

 

 Scan the QR code to donate to support the  
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

 
St Mark’s Catholic Parish  

33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     
Tel: (02) 9181 1795    

Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Administrator:  Fr Denis Minns OP     
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP   

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your 
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on 

the pew for others to pick up.  

With COVID still circulating, our Church doors and windows 

are to remain open to provide adequate ventilation when we 
have a congregation. 
 

As winter is upon us, heating will be on for our weekend 

Masses. The heat flows from the floor vents at the side aisles.  
If you feel the cold we suggest you sit in the pews at the side 
aisle and dress appropriately.  

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and 

vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:  
Nora Bateman, Tony Murphy, Milly Di Blasio,  
Lina Giannandrea, Rocco Zoccali, Meagan Ficarra,  
Patricia Ficarra, Heather Burbidge, Wendy Madden and 
Patricia Ryan.  

Remembering those who have gone before us. 

Eileen O’Neill, Paola Restuccia, Tony Restuccia, Patricia Yong, 
Maureen Cleur,  Joyce Law, Dorie Levy & Tracie Flannery. 

Recently Deceased. Anthony O’Driscoll, Robert Williams,  

Ian Patrick McKinnon, Bernard Paul Folkes, Mamie Thompson 
& Paul Rizzuto.  
 

The funeral for Mr Anthony O’Driscoll will be held at  

St Mark’s Church on Thursday 11th August 2022 at 11.00am.  
May he rest in peace.  

 

        We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s 
 

Samuel Albert Tizzone    

and we congratulate his parents. 
   God bless you. 

"Jesus said to his apostles  
"Peace be with you".  

(John 20:21) 
 

God brings peace into our souls.  
We just have to let him."   

St. Mark’s Parish. 
United in Baptism, Nourished by the Eucharist,  

Guided by the Holy Spirit,  
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 

Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 
Reaching Out to Those in Need,  

Journeying Together,  
Growing in Faith. 

 

† An adult who has never been baptised. 

† An adult who was baptised in another Christian Church 
and wants to become Catholic.  

† A baptised Catholic (adult) who has not yet received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation. 

 
Anyone 16 years and over is welcome to prepare for the 
reception of the sacraments of initiation - Baptism, Confirmation 
and Eucharist to be held at Easter 2023.  
 

The course will commence in October 2022.  
For enquiries please contact the Parish office.  
 
Note: Any parishioners interested in joining the RCIA team are 
welcome, please contact the Parish office.   

Do you know any ADULTS who 
would like to become Catholic, 

or any ADULT who would like to 
be received into the  
Catholic Church?  

Eternal rest grant unto them,  
O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

May all the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  

Amen. 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Welcome to 2021  

 

Gospel Reflection:  This week’s gospel passage carries with it the expectation of the late 1st Century as the early Christians awaited 
the triumphant return of the Christ (sometimes called the Second Coming or the Parousia). This is a familiar theme through the  
gospels and, in fact, across the gospels we can see that the communities were beginning to face the realisation that the promised 
return was taking longer than they had expected. In the gospel of Mark, it is clear that the community expects the Parousia at any 
moment, while by the time of the writing of the gospel of Luke, 10 or 15 years later, we can see that the language has taken on an 
aspect of uncertainty about the timing – it could be sooner or it could be later (‘It may be in the second watch he comes, or in the 
third…’).  

What began to emerge was an attitude that if we don’t know when the Parousia will come, then we need to live ‘in anticipation’ of 
it. We need to live as if the Parousia were imminent. So, rather than waiting for the kingdom of God to be delivered, we must live 
our lives in such a way as to bring about the kingdom; to draw the kingdom into the present. Jesus often spoke of the kingdom as 
both near and not yet. If we all live the values of the kingdom, by our very actions we bring the kingdom into being. This gives an 
incredible significance to the way we choose to live our lives. If we ‘invest’ in the kingdom by living out the values of the kingdom 
and living in expectation of the Parousia, then that ‘investment’ is its own reward.  
 

Historical Context – Parousia: The Greek word parousia means ‘presence’ or ‘arrival’. In ancient times the word was usually associ-
ated with the formal visit of a king or a ruler. The parousia of a king was a significant and sometimes formidable event. In the writ-
ings of the New Testament, the word is used for the return of Christ, the drawing to a close of salvation history and the full estab-
lishment of the kingdom of God. The earliest Christians expected to see the Parousia in their own lifetimes. The realisation that this 
was not to be the case led to a rethinking about living a Christian life. 

Gospel Focus – Answer the Question! Peter asks Jesus very specifically, ‘Lord, do you mean this parable for us, or for everyone?’ 
Frustratingly for Peter (and for the audience), Jesus doesn’t give the direct question a direct answer, he answers the question with 
another story. Throughout the gospels, this is a constant tactic used by Jesus. He almost never gives a question a straightforward 
answer. By doing this, he invites the questioner to reflect on their own question and their purpose in asking it in the first place. He 
also cleverly avoids being tied down to a yes/no answer when a matter is not that simple. 

Have you thought? – Stewardship:  Jesus responds to Peter’s questioning the gospel in a roundabout way by speaking about a stew-
ard acting either faithfully and with wisdom or alternatively irresponsibly and recklessly. A steward is one who stands in the place 
of the master during the master’s absence – taking on the duties, responsibilities and authority of the master. That’s exactly what 
Christian people are called to do: become stewards who act in the place of Jesus as we await his return. As the prayer of St Teresa of 
Avila says, Christ has no body now on earth but yours. 
 
Questions? 
Q. How do you understand Jesus’ saying, ‘where your treasure is, there will your heart be also’?   
Q. In what ways does this passage suggest that we are accountable for our actions and attitudes?  
Q. Does the language of ‘servant’ and ‘master’ get in the way of a modern reader’s understanding?  
Q. Where today do those who have ‘had a great deal given’ need to step up to what is expected of them?        © Greg Sunter    
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Parish Renewal Conference 2022 
Specifically tailored for parishioners to be renewed in the Church's mission of evangelisation, join us to 

strengthen your practical efforts through spiritual, intellectual, pastoral and human formation.  
Equipping and strengthening parishes in calling and forming missionary disciples. 

Dr Hahn, Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP and a stellar array of speakers will address Sydney’s 
faithful. Register at www.gomakedisciples.org.au/prc22    

 * We can end homelessness     

* The photographer who paints LIFE with LIGHT      

* Australia ’s faith by the numbers     

* Eddy Borovnjak: Man of faith   

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/c8gmj/2219884/5mavHBWHkl3A5giz36MnC1e9E4bji_BRCHj8xaEH.html


Welcome to 2021  

 
 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 
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