Stop Talking to Yourself!
Conversation is what makes us human: we are word animals. Anyone who has been in hospital for some time knows that it
is the lack of conversation which starts to tell. We need mouth to mouth resuscitation.
Did you notice in today’s Gospel that the rich landowner is constantly murmuring to himself. He poses questions which he
answers. He is so bound up with his possessions that there is no room in his life for real conversation with people or with
God.
In muttering to himself, the rich man was becoming dehumanised and in danger that at the moment of death, he could find
himself monologuing for all eternity, and that is a Hellish existence. He, and we, need to learn the language of Heaven and
we begin that on earth.
There are two partners of conversation we need: With God we call it prayer. The Our Father is the conversation of the
children of God with their heavenly Father. With other people, real dialogue might reveal something about them such that
we need to respond wholeheartedly.
And then, draw closer to Our Lady who was the greatest conversation partner with God: ‘Be it done unto me according to
Thy word.’ She is constantly trying to draw us into her conversation with God.
We could pause for a moment to ask Our Lady to help us to learn and practise the language of Heaven: ‘now, and at the
hour of our death.’ Amen.
© Fr Michael Tate

2022 Confirmation applications
are available NOW
Collect from the front porch of the Parish office.
Applications close Friday 5 August 2022.

Year 6 Family Mass
& Enrolment
Confirmation Mass
Sunday
7 August 2022
at 6.00pm

Second Reading
Entrance Antiphon

Ps 69:2,6

(All) God is in his holy place, God who unites those who
dwell in his house; he himself gives might and strength to his
people.

Gloria

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of
good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you,
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the
Father, have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

First Reading
Ecclesiastes 1.2; 2.21-23
A reading from the book of Ecclesiastes
What do mortals gain from a life of toil and strain?
Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher,
vanity of vanities! All is vanity.
Sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge
and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another
who did not toil for it.
This also is vanity and a great evil.
What does a person get from all their toil and strain,
their toil under the sun?
For their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation;
even at night their mind does not rest.
This also is vanity.
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 90. 3-4,5-6, 12-13, 14+17(R1)
(R.) In every age O Lord you have been our refuge.
1. You turn man back to dust, and say, “Turn back, you
children of Adam.” For a thousand years in your sight are like
yesterday when it is past, or like a watch in the night. (R.)
2. You sweep them away; they are like a dream, like grass
that is renewed in the morning; in the morning it flourishes
and is renewed; in the evening it fades and withers. (R.)
3. So teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise
heart. Turn, O Lord! How long? Have compassion on your
servants! (R.)
4. Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, so that
we may rejoice and be glad all our days. Let the favour of the
Lord our God be upon us, and prosper for us the work of our
hands. (R.)

The Transfiguration foretells the glory of the Lord as God, and
His Ascension into heaven. It anticipates the glory of heaven,
where we shall see God face to face. Through grace, we
already share in the divine promise of eternal life.

Colossians 3.1-5, 9-11

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Colossians
Seek the things that are above, where Christ reigns.
So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that
are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.
Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that
are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with
Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed,
then you also will be revealed with him in glory.
Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly:
fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which
is idolatry.
Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off
the old self with its practices and have clothed yourselves
with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge
according to the image of its creator.
In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew,
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave
and free; but Christ is all and in all!

Gospel Acclamation

Matthew 5.3

Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessed are the poor in spirit; the kingdom of
heaven is theirs!
Alleluia!

Gospel

Luke 12.13-21

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.

All these things you have prepared, whose will they be?
Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my
brother to divide the family inheritance with me.” But Jesus
said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator
over you?”
And Jesus said to the crowd, “Take care! Be on your guard
against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in
the abundance of possessions.”
Then Jesus told them a parable: “The land of a rich man
produced abundantly. And he thought to himself, ‘What
should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ Then
he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build
larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my
goods. And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample
goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’
“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is
being demanded of you. And the things you have
prepared, whose will they be?’ So it is with those who store
up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”

Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand
of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.
Amen.

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana.
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal
© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.

Prayers of the Faithful
Leader: Let us bring our spiritual and material needs before
our loving Father, who gives us the food that endures to
eternal life.
Reader: Let us pray for the pilgrim Church: that it may be
nourished by Christ, the living Word and living Bread.
(pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: Let us pray for civic leaders: that they may look to
God’s wisdom to address the human hunger for justice,
peace and the necessities of daily life. (pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: Let us pray for those beset by depression,
loneliness, illness or difficulty of any kind: that they may
receive new strength and hope from the heavenly
Bread of the Eucharist. (pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: Let us pray for ourselves: that our hearts may be
renewed, and our lives transformed in goodness and
holiness. (pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: Let us pray for the faithful departed: that they may
rejoice forever at Christ’s heavenly banquet. (pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: Heavenly Father, hear the prayers of your children
whom you feed with the true Bread from heaven, and
strengthen us to live always your new life of grace.
Through Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.
Communion Antiphon
Wis 16:20
(All) You have given us, O Lord, bread from heaven,
endowed with all delights and sweetness in every taste.
The LITURGY is the summit toward which activity of
the Church is directed; at the same time it is the
fount from which all the Church’s power flows.

Tree
Planting
Prayer in
Honor of
Laudato Si
God of Wonder, as we gather
together to bless the earth and
celebrate the potential of the
tree before us, we pray that it
may serve as a living witness
to our commitment to heal
our common home through
long-lasting, bold changes.
Grant us the courage to
continue to take this stand for
the sake of the goodness of
your creation, and the
inspiration and delight it
provides us. Through Christ,
your Son, our Lord:

The trees of the LORD are well watered,
the cedars of Lebanon that he planted.
There the birds make their nests;
the stork has its home in the junipers.
Creator Spirit, bless this soil and the nutrients it holds. May
the life teeming within it spring forth. We honour your
cyclical creation, Oh God, and pray for the humility to revere
and respect this soil for the nourishment it provides. In the
name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Catalyst for Renewal
‘Seeking truth and renewal through conversation’

Come and join us for our next
Q & A in the Crypt
St Patrick’s Church,
Grosvenor Street, The Rocks
Fr Frank Brennan sj,
Sunday 28th August, 2022, 1.30pm - 3.00pm
Topic “What Matters to Australian Catholics
Blue, Red, Green & Teal After the 2022 Election and Plenary Council”.

Keeping us all safe.
Please hand sanitise when entering the Church, masks
are optional and where possible maintain social
distancing and do not replace your parish bulletin,
we ask you to take it home.
Thank you

Prayer for the Games:
Almighty God, you have created us in your image
and blessed us with diverse gifts:
give us grace in these Commonwealth Games
to celebrate the sporting talents bestowed by you;
grant discipline and purpose to competitors and teams,
a grateful heart to those who win,
and grace to those who do not gain the prize,
that in all our dealings with one another,
the fellowship of nations may be strengthened
in bonds of peace and love;
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

The next CWF Parish appeal
will be held next weekend
6 & 7 August.
The CWF support a whole
range of charities and
ministries, including the Good
Shepherd Seminary,
CatholicCare, the
Confraternity of Christian
Doctrine, the Ephpheta Centre
for the deaf and hearing
impaired, Aboriginal Catholic
Ministries, and university,
hospital and prison
Chaplaincies. Appeal
envelopes are available to
collect from the Church foyer
to be returned next week.
St Mark’s Parish has been
provided with a target of
$3600 for this appeal.

Kimberley Catholic Volunteer Service

Call for Volunteer Workers- Urgently Needed.
The Diocese of Broome, WA, urgently requires volunteers to assist with the work of the local Church on Aboriginal
Missions. There are various important voluntary tasks: administration, building maintenance, gardening, shop staffing,
cooking, cleaning etc. Placements are preferred for a period of 6 months plus.
In return for being part of the team, we offer accommodation, living expenses and an allowance.
For further details, and an application form, please contact:
Volunteer Coordinator, Janet Ryan: 08 9192 1060

Balgo-Kutjungka Parish

†Friday 5 August - Confirmation
Applications for St Mark’s Sacrament of
Confirmation close on Friday 5 August

†Saturday 6 August - Transfiguration of the Lord
In a resplendent cloud the Holy Spirit appeared.
The Father's voice was heard: This is my beloved Son,
with whom I am well pleased. Listen to him.

St Mark’s Parish is looking for volunteers for the following...
† Minister of the Word
† Altar Server
† Altar Society
† Music Ministry
(Singers and/or musicians)
If you wish to volunteer contact the
Parish office, training will be provided.
For full details visit our website

†Saturday 6 | Sunday 7 August - CWF Appeal
Our annual Charitable Works Fund Appeal to support
the Archdiocese local charities. These funds raised are
for many of our important works across the Archdiocese
of Sydney, including providing family counselling,
sharing the gospel to youth, forming our seminarians,
outreach to Aboriginal communities and support for our
Catholic deaf.

Sr Antonia, sends blessings to all,
this picture was taken at HOLY
the top SEE
of
the Duomo di Milano Cathedral
where it was a very hot 38 degrees.

†Sunday 7 - 13 August - Vocations Awareness Week
This week the whole Church community is called to
pray for an increase in vocations, and to support and
encourage those discerning their vocation.

†Monday 8 August - Saint Mary of the Cross
The solemnity of St Mary of the Cross Mary Mackillop.
We could pause for a moment to pray that we may join
St Mary of the Cross in Heaven, together with all the
Josephite sisters who set their hearts on the Father’s
kingdom and His saving justice.

†Thursday 11 August - Parent Information Evening
Confirmation parent information evening, the parents of
the candidates are expected to attend this zoom session.

†Monday 15 August - The Assumption
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, let us all
rejoice in the Lord, as we celebrate the feast day in
honour of the Virgin Mary, at whose Assumption the
Angels rejoice and praise the Son of God.

†Monday 22 August The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary
In this feast, particularly cherished by the Popes of
modern times, we celebrate Mary as the Queen of
Heaven and Earth.

†Wednesday 24 August - St Bartholomew, apostle
Saint Bartholomew is one of the Twelve Apostles,
mentioned sixth in the three Gospel lists (Matthew 10:3;
Mark 3:18; Luke 6:14), and seventh in the list of Acts
(1:13). The name (Bartholomaios) means "son of Talmai"
which was an ancient Hebrew name.

†Saturday 27 August - St Monica
The Catholic Church honours St. Monica, whose holy
example and fervent intercession led to one of the most
dramatic conversions in Church history.

†Tuesday 6 & Thursday 8 September - Prayer & Practice
The Candidates for Confirmation and one parent are to
attend the prayer and practice evening at St Mark’s
Church 6:30pm.

†Tuesday 13, Wednesday 14, Thursday 15 September Confirmation will be celebrated at St Mark’s Church.
Services may vary depending on enrolments.

St. Mark’s Parish.

United in Baptism, Nourished by the Eucharist,
Guided by the Holy Spirit,
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community,
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel,
Reaching Out to Those in Need,
Journeying Together,
Growing in Faith.

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses
Monday & Friday 8:00am
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am
Wednesday 7:30am
Saturday 12 noon
Saturday Reconciliation
11:30am - 11:55am
Saturday Vigil 5:30pm
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm
Scan the QR code to donate to support the
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and
vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:
Nora Bateman, Tony Murphy, Milly Di Blasio,
Lina Giannandrea, Rocco Zoccali, Meagan Ficarra,
Patricia Ficarra, Heather Burbidge, Wendy Madden and
Patricia Ryan.

With COVID still circulating, our Church doors and windows
are to remain open to provide adequate ventilation when we
have a congregation.

Remembering those who have gone before us.
Maureen Cleur, Joyce Law, Dorie Levy, Paola Restuccia,
Tracie Flannery, Frank Hanvey, Margaret Bridge,
Michael Conaghan, Eddie Conaghan & Bridget Noone.

Recently Deceased. Robert Williams, Ian Patrick McKinnon,

As winter is upon us, heating will be on for our weekend
Masses. The heat flows from the floor vents at the side aisles.
If you feel the cold we suggest you sit in the pews at the side
aisle and dress appropriately.

Bernard Paul Folkes, Mamie Thompson & Paul Rizzuto.

Interment: A Memorial Service for Paola Restuccia
will be held on Friday 5 August 2022 at St Mark’s Church
commencing at 10:30am. This will be followed by Prayers
and blessing for Interment of her Ashes in the
Columbarium. The family of Paola extend an invitation to
any parishioners who would like to attend.
Eternal rest grant unto them,
O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May all the souls of all the faithful departed, through the
mercy of God, rest in peace.
Amen.

We welcome into our faith community this
Sunday through the
Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s

Olivia Lathan Williams
and we congratulate her parents.
God bless you.

QR DAILY FOR LAUDS - MORNING PRAYER

Are we connecting with you?
Each Friday we send out a Parish email, with additional
happenings in the Parish, and Archdiocese. The email
includes links to Prayers, Registrations for events,
Vatican updates, Podcasts, YouTube videos and messages to
keep you in touch.
If you are not on our database or know someone who you
may wish for us to connect with please
contact the Parish office.
St Mark’s Catholic Parish
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047
Tel: (02) 9181 1795
Email: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

St Mark’s Church Hearing
Loop installed
Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on
the pew for others to pick up.

Administrator: Fr Denis Minns OP
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP
Pastoral Associate: Sr Antonia Nedu ISR
Chair Parish Pastoral Council: Ms Celine Cheng
School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.
St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land.

Welcome to 2021

Gospel Reflection: One of the themes running through the gospels is that wealth can be an obstacle to entering fully into
relationship with God. It is not wealth in itself that is problematic but rather valuing material riches above everything else and the
constant desire to accumulate more and more. We have the story of the rich young man who asks Jesus what he must do to inherit
the kingdom and Jesus tells him to sell everything he has and give away the proceeds. The young man goes away sad because he
thought that with his great accumulation of wealth he’d be able to buy anything that he needed to gain the kingdom. We also have
the saying of Jesus that it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.
The parable in today’s gospel depicts a man who has so much grain that he decides to build bigger barns to store it all. The parable
follows Jesus’ teaching that ‘a man’s life is not made secure by what he owns, even when he has more than he needs.’ The point is
about having more than we need. What good is served by one person having more than they need while others do not have enough
to meet their needs? The rich man who had the abundant harvest could have stored up all that he needed and still been able to
share the abundance with others.
Liberation theology introduced the catch phrase, ‘live simply so that others may simply live’. The call was for those in wealthier
countries to simplify their wasteful and indulgent lifestyles so that others may be able to meet their most basic of needs.
Scriptural context – Do not worry: This parable and teaching about the love of wealth is followed up by Jesus telling his disciples
not to worry about what they will eat and what they will wear. He invites them to look to the birds of the air and flowers of the
fields. God provides them with all that they need. Jesus tells his disciples to seek the kingdom, and all the other necessities of life will
be given to them as well. Rather than focusing on accumulating wealth as the rich man in today’s parable, Jesus reassures his
disciples that if they focus their lives on the kingdom they will have all that they need.
Have you thought? – Greed is good! In the 1987 movie, Wall Street, the corporate raider, Gordon Gekko, famously declares: ‘Greed
is good! Greed is right! Greed works! … Greed – for life, for money, for love, knowledge – has marked the upward surge of
mankind!’ Whilst the depiction was intended to parody and critique corporate behaviour of the 1980s, in many ways it came to
define it instead. In the intervening decades, little has changed. The pursuit of more and more wealth and the ludicrous sums paid
to corporate CEOs are exactly the imagery Jesus would use today for his parable

Living the Gospel – This hoard of yours… Our modern society is particularly dominated by a mindset of accumulating more than
we might ever need. The saying ‘Whoever has the most toys, wins’ holds more than just a shred of truth for many people. Our
consumerist lifestyle nurtures the desire to accumulate more and more ‘stuff’. Every time we turn on the television there is a new
‘must have’ gadget. We talk about built-in obsolescence of manufactured goods and every new technological device makes older
models redundant so that we feel we constantly have to upgrade. How would we answer God’s question, ‘so this hoard of yours,
whose will it be then?’
Questions?
Q. In what way is the parable an answer to the man’s question about the dispute with his brother?
Q. What experience do you have of people hoarding their wealth and sharing their abundance?
Q. What are the implications of this gospel for the way we share our personal gifts and talents?
Q. How could the local community better strive to live out this gospel message?

© Greg Sunter

Parish Renewal Conference 2022
Specifically tailored for parishioners to be renewed in the Church's mission of evangelisation, join us to
strengthen your practical efforts through spiritual, intellectual, pastoral and human formation.
Equipping and strengthening parishes in calling and forming missionary disciples.
Dr Hahn, Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP and a stellar array of speakers will address Sydney’s
faithful. Register at www.gomakedisciples.org.au/prc22
* Five more for the harvest
* The Natural Way: Experts back NFP funding
* Set in Stone: Barangaroo ceremony recalls WYD 2008
* Dempsey medals honour unseen service

$2

Welcome to 2021

©Creative Ministry

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

