
 

 

2022 Confirmation applications  
are available NOW   
Friday 22 July 2022  

 

Collect from the front porch of the Parish office.  
Applications close Friday 5 August 2022. 

Donate to the Vinnies Winter Appeal and help support Australians  
This weekend Vinnies are holding their annual Winner Appeal. We rely so much on your generosity to help people like Leah 
and Charlotte who fled domestic violence only to find they had nowhere to live but the car.  For two years.  
 

When Leah connected with Vinnies' volunteers their lives turned around.  Vinnies helped them find a place in a refuge and 
then a permanent home.  
 

Your donations help fund basics like food and toiletries, emergency accommodation, rental bonds, furniture, whitegoods, 
and bills. You help people like Leah and Charlotte thrive.  
All donations over $2.00 are tax deductible.  

    T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  Y O U R  G I F T  

    V I N N I E S  W I N T E R  A P P E A L   

Heaven and Earth can coincide  
People often imagine huge distance between Earth and a Heaven beyond the horizon of the universe. But Jesus Christ taught 
us to pray ‘Thy will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven.’  
How can this come about? Jesus identified two areas on which we need to focus to help make Heaven and Earth share the 
same space. 
‘Give us this day our daily bread.’ This petition is very real for most inhabitants of the world – a plea for the necessities of life 
to stave off real hunger. If we respond to this plea, we can change a Hellish situation to a place where Heaven and Earth 
coincide. 
‘Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.’ But, first to Shakespeare: ‘The quality of Mercy is not 
strained. It falleth as the gentle rain of Heaven on to the place beneath.’ 
If we develop a hardness of heart which refuses to show forgiveness, then we are like earth concreted over and are unable to 
absorb God’s forgiveness into our own lives. When we forgive someone, we become more able to absorb the gentle rain of 
heavenly mercy and forgiveness.  
So, Heaven and Earth need not be as distant as supposed. Our Lord has shown us how we can help make these dimensions of 
existence coincide. 
We could take a moment to resolve to pray the ‘Our Father’ by our lives, helping to provide evidence for our acclamation: 
‘Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of Hosts, Heaven and Earth are full of your Glory’                       ©  Fr Michael Tate  

Year 6 Family Mass  
& Enrolment 

Confirmation Mass  
  

Sunday  
7 August 2022 

at 6.00pm  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://donate.vinnies.org.au/winter-appeal


 Second Reading                  Colossians 2.12-14 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Colossians  
God made us alive with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses.     
Brothers and sisters, as you receive Jesus Christ the Lord, 
continue to live your lives with him rooted and built up in 
him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, 
abounding in thanksgiving.  
For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you 
have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every  
ruler and authority.  
In him also you were circumcised with a spiritual  
circumcision, by putting off the body of flesh in the  
circumcision of Christ. When you were buried with Christ in 
Baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the 
power of God, who raised Christ from the dead.  
And when you were dead in trespasses and the  
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive together 
with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, erasing 
the record that stood against us with its legal demands. He 
set this aside, nailing it to the cross 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Gospel                                       Luke 11.1-13 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Ask, and you will receive      
Jesus was praying in a certain place, and after he had  
finished, one of his disciples said to him,  
“Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” 
He said to them, “When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be 
your name. Your kingdom come. Give us each day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves  
forgive everyone indebted to us. And do not bring us to the 
time of trial.” And Jesus said to the disciples, “Suppose one 
of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say 
to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; for a friend 
of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’ 
And your friend answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; 
the door has already been locked, and my children are with 
me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ “I tell 
you, even though he will not get up and give him anything 
because he is his friend, at least because of his persis-
tence he will get up and give him whatever he needs. “So I 
say to you: Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you 
will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For 
everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches 
finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be 
opened. “Is there anyone among you who, if your child 
asks for a fish, will give the child a snake instead of a fish? 
Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? “If you 
then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your  
children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”  
 

Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand 
of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  
Amen. 

Entrance Antiphon                        Cf. Ps 67:6-7,36

(All) God is in his holy place, God who unites those who 
dwell in his house; he himself gives might and strength to his 
people. 

Gloria       
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of 
good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you,  
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world,  
receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the  
Father, have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

First Reading                          Genesis 18.20-32 

A reading from the book of Genesis  
Do not be angry, O Lord, if I speak    
The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre and 
said, how great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah 
and how very grave their sin! I must go down and see  
whether they have done altogether according to the outcry 
that has come to me; and if not, I will know.” 
 

Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you indeed sweep 
away the righteous with the wicked? Suppose there are fifty 
righteous within the city; will you then sweep away the place 
and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it? Far be it 
from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the 
wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that 
from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is 
just?” And the Lord said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in 
the city, I will forgive the whole place for their sake.” 
 

Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to 
the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. Suppose five of the 
fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for 
lack of five?” And the Lord said, “I will not destroy it if I find 
forty-five there.” 
 

Again Abraham spoke to the Lord, “Suppose forty are found 
there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” 
Then Abraham said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I 
speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” The Lord answered, 
“I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” 
 

Abraham said, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the 
Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” The Lord answered, 
“For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” 
Then Abraham said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I 
speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there.” The 
Lord answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.”  

 

Responsorial Psalm      Psalm 138.1-2a,2b-3,6-7ab,7c-8(R3)   

(R.) Lord on the day I called for help, you answered me.   
 

1. I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the 
Angels I sing your praise; I bow down toward your holy  
temple, and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love 
and your faithfulness.   (R.) 
 

2. For you have exalted your name and your word above 
everything. On the day I called, you answered me, you  
increased my strength of soul. (R.) 
 
 

3. For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly; but the 
haughty he perceives from far away. Though I walk in the 
midst of trouble, you preserve me against the wrath of my 
enemies. (R.) 
 

4. You stretch out your hand and your right hand delivers 
me. The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast 
love, O Lord, endures forever. Do not forsake the work of 
your hands. (R.) 

Gospel Acclamation                   Romans 8.15 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
You have received the Spirit which makes us God’s 
children, and in that Spirit we call God our Father. 
Alleluia! 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana. 
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal 

© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   



Catalyst for Renewal  
‘Seeking truth and renewal through conversation’ 

 

Come and join us for our next  
Q & A in the Crypt  
St Patrick’s Church,  

Grosvenor Street, The Rocks  
Fr Frank Brennan sj,  

Sunday 28th August, 2022, 1.30pm - 3.00pm  
Topic “What Matters to Australian Catholics – Blue, Red, Green 

& Teal - After the 2022 Election and Plenary Council”.  
Suggested Donation: $10 

Prayers of the Faithful  
Leader: With confidence that out of his goodness our  
heavenly Father will give us the Holy Spirit.                                    
 

Reader: Let us pray for those whose faith is tested by loss, 
illness, grief, doubt or anxiety; that their faith will be 
strengthened by God’s grace. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for those whose hope is tested by the 
experience of failure; that the Lord will strengthen their 
trust in him. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for those whose charity is tested by 
rejection or resentment; that God will increase his love in 
their hearts. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for those who are suffering from the 
effect of natural disaster; that their needs will be  
generously met by our community. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.   

 

Reader: Let us pray for all who have died, that they will rest 
in the peace of Christ and rise with him in glory.  (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Leader: Heavenly Father, strengthen us in faith, hope and 
charity so that we may always be confident that you will 
answer the prayers we make, even as we are put to the 
test, through Christ our Lord.       
All: Amen. 
 

Communion Antiphon                     Ps 102:2 

(All)  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and never forget all his 
benefits.  

Ministry Courses offered by the Liturgy Office  
 

Ministers of the Word  
13 August and 20 August 2022 (2 sessions)  
at St Christopher, Panania  
Saturday from 9.00am - 12 noon.  
 

Ministers of the Word  
19 October and 5 November 2022 (2 sessions)  
at St Francis Xavier, Arncliffe  
Saturday from 9.00am - 12 noon.  
 

Acolytes ( Adult Servers)  
17 August and 24 August 2022 (2 sessions)  
at St Christopher, Panania  
Wednesday from 6.00pm - 9:00pm. 
 

Acolytes ( Adult Servers)  
10 September and 17 September 2022 (2 sessions)  
at St Francis Xavier, Arncliffe  
Saturday from 9.00am - 12 noon.  
 

Acolytes ( Adult Servers)  
15 October and 22 October 2022 (2 sessions)  
at Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Mt Pritchard  
Saturday from 9.00am - 12 noon.  
 

Limited numbers: To enrol, email Ms Patricia Marsh at  
liturgyassistant@sydneycatholic.org 

 

 

Keeping us all safe.  
Please hand sanitise when entering the Church, masks 

are optional and where possible maintain social 
distancing and do not replace your parish bulletin,  

we ask you to take it home.  
Thank you  

Prayer for the Games:  
Almighty God, you have created us in your image  
and blessed us with diverse gifts:  
give us grace in these Commonwealth Games  
to celebrate the sporting talents bestowed by you;  
grant discipline and purpose to competitors and teams,  
a grateful heart to those who win,  
and grace to those who do not gain the prize,  
that in all our dealings with one another,  
the fellowship of nations may be strengthened  
in bonds of peace and love;  
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen  

 

28 July 2022 -  8 August 2022 

 Celebrating the gift of God’s Word. Bible Sunday is 
celebrated each year in July, and parishioners are 

encouraged to take time to celebrate the Bible on this day.    



Source: Catechism of the Catholic Church (In Brief)  

Prayer of the Church  "OUR" FATHER  
2797 Simple and faithful trust, humble and joyous 
assurance are the proper dispositions for one who prays 
the Our Father. 
2798 We can invoke God as "Father" because the Son of 
God made man has revealed him to us. In this Son, 
through Baptism, we are incorporated and adopted as 
sons of God. 
2799 The Lord's Prayer brings us into communion with 
the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. At the same 
time it reveals us to ourselves (cf. GS 22 § 1). 

2800 Praying to our Father should develop in us the will 
to become like him and foster in us a humble and 
trusting heart. 
2801 When we say "Our" Father, we are invoking the new 
covenant in Jesus Christ, communion with the Holy 
Trinity, and the divine love which spreads through the 
Church to encompass the world. 
2802 "Who art in heaven" does not refer to a place but 
to God's majesty and his presence in the hearts of the 
just. Heaven, the Father's house, is the true homeland 
toward which we are heading and to which, already, we 
belong. 
2857 In the Our Father, the object of the first three 
petitions is the glory of the Father: the sanctification of 
his name, the coming of the kingdom, and the fulfillment 
of his will. The four others present our wants to him: 
they ask that our lives be nourished, healed of sin, and 
made victorious in the struggle of good over evil. 
 

2858 By asking "hallowed be thy name" we enter into 
God's plan, the sanctification of his name - revealed first 
to Moses and then in Jesus - by us and in us, in every 
nation and in each man. 
 

2859 By the second petition, the Church looks first to 
Christ's return and the final coming of the Reign of God. 
It also prays for the growth of the Kingdom of God in the 
"today" of our own lives. 
2860 In the third petition, we ask our Father to unite our 
will to that of his Son, so as to fulfil his plan of salvation 
in the life of the world. 
2861 In the fourth petition, by saying "give us," we 
express in communion with our brethren our filial trust in 
our heavenly Father. "Our daily bread" refers to the 
earthly nourishment necessary to everyone for 
subsistence, and also to the Bread of Life: the Word of 
God and the Body of Christ. It is received in God's 
"today," as the indispensable, (super-) essential 
nourishment of the feast of the coming Kingdom 
anticipated in the Eucharist. 
2862 The fifth petition begs God's mercy for our 
offences, mercy which can penetrate our hearts only if 
we have learned to forgive our enemies, with the 
example and help of Christ. 
2863 When we say "lead us not into temptation" we are 
asking God not to allow us to take the path that leads to 
sin. This petition implores the Spirit of discernment and 
strength; it requests the grace of vigilance and final 
perseverance. 
2864 In the last petition, "but deliver us from evil," 
Christians pray to God with the Church to show forth the 
victory, already won by Christ, over the "ruler of this 
world," Satan, the angel personally opposed to God and 
to his plan of salvation. 
2865 By the final "Amen," we express our "fiat" 
concerning the seven petitions: "So be it." 

https://www.gomakedisciples.org.au/prc22?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Parish-Notices---20072022&utm_content=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gomakedisciples.org.au%2Fprc22&utm_source=comms.sydneycatholic.org


†Monday 25 July  - Saint James, Apostle   

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, Jesus saw James the 
son of Zebedee and John his brother mending their nets 
and he called them.  

†Tuesday 26  July  - Saints Joachim and Anne    

The Church commemorates the parents of The Blessed 
Virgin Mary.  

†Friday 29 July  - St Martha  

Jesus entered a village, where a women called Martha 
welcomed him into her home.  

†Friday 29 July  - CWL   

Our next CWL meeting will be 
held, starting with a bring your 
own lite lunch from 11:30am 
before our meeting at 1:00pm. 
Upstairs in the Parish Centre.  
New members welcome.  

†Saturday 30 July  - St Peter Chrysologus   

Bishop and Doctor of the Church, he was born and died 
in Imola in northern Italy. He was made bishop of 
Ravenna, the new capital of the Roman Empire, and was 
responsible for many of the building works there. The 
name “Chrysologus” means “golden speech”, and was 
given to Peter because he was such a gifted preacher; 
unfortunately, most of his writings have perished, and 
only a collection of short sermons remain. 

†Saturday 30 July - International Day of Friendship  

The International Day of Friendship was proclaimed in 
2011 by the UN General Assembly with the idea that 
friendship between peoples, countries, cultures and 
individuals can inspire peace efforts and build bridges 
between communities.   

†Friday 5 August - Confirmation  

Applications for St Mark’s Sacrament of 
Confirmation close on Friday 5 August  
 

†Saturday 6 August - Transfiguration of the Lord   

In a resplendent cloud the Holy Spirit appeared. 
The Father's voice was heard: This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased. Listen to him.   

 

†Saturday 6 | Sunday 7  August - CWF 2nd Appeal    

Our annual second Charitable Works Fund Appeal to 
support the Archdiocese local charities. These funds 
raised are for many of our important works across the 
Archdiocese of Sydney, including providing family 
counselling, sharing the gospel to youth, forming our 
seminarians, outreach to Aboriginal communities and 
support for our Catholic deaf. 

†Monday 8 August - Saint Mary of the Cross     

The solemnity of St Mary of the Cross Mary Mackillop.  
We could pause for a moment to pray that we may join  
St Mary of the Cross in Heaven, together with all the 
Josephite sisters who set their hearts on the Father’s 
kingdom and His saving justice.   

†Monday 15 August - The Assumption    

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, let us all 
rejoice in the Lord, as we celebrate the feast day in 
honour of the Virgin Mary, at whose Assumption the 
Angels rejoice and praise the Son of God. 

St Mark’s Parish is looking for volunteers for the following...  

† Minister of the Word  

† Altar Server  

† Altar Society  

† Music Ministry  
(Singers and/or musicians) 

 
If you wish to volunteer contact the 
Parish office, training will be provided. 
For full details visit our website  

    HOLY SEE PRAYER FOR THE FIRST WORLD DAY  
            FOR GRANDPARENTS AND THE ELDERLY  
I thank You, Lord,  
for the comfort of Your presence:  
even in times of loneliness,  
You are my hope and my confidence,  
You have been my rock and my fortress since my youth!  
 

I thank You for having given me a family  
and for having blessed me with a long life.  
I thank You for moments of joy and difficulty,  
for the dreams that have already come true in my life and 
for those that are still ahead of me.  
I thank You for this time of renewed fruitfulness to which 
You call me.  
 

Increase, O Lord, my faith,  
make me a channel of your peace,  
teach me to embrace those who suffer more than me,  
to never stop dreaming  
and to tell of your wonders to new generations.  
 

Protect and guide Pope Francis and the Church,  
that the light of the Gospel might reach the ends of the 
earth. Send Your Spirit, O Lord, to renew the world,  
that the storm of the pandemic might be calmed,  
the poor consoled and wars ended.  
 

Sustain me in weakness  
and help me to live life to the full  
in each moment that You give me,  
in the certainty that you are with me every day,  
even until the end of the age. Amen.  

HOLY SEE 

St. Mark’s Parish. 
United in Baptism, Nourished by the Eucharist,  

Guided by the Holy Spirit,  
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 

Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 
Reaching Out to Those in Need,  

Journeying Together,  
Growing in Faith. 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/ministries/new-to-parish/


St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
 

Monday & Friday 8:00am  
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am  
Saturday 12 noon  

Saturday Reconciliation 
11:30am - 11:55am  

 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm  

 

 Scan the QR code to donate to support the  
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

 
St Mark’s Catholic Parish  

33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     
Tel: (02) 9181 1795    

Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Administrator:  Fr Denis Minns OP     
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP   

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your 
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on 

the pew for others to pick up.  

With COVID still circulating, our Church doors and windows 

are to remain open to provide adequate ventilation when we 
have a congregation. 
 

As winter is upon us, heating will be on for our weekend 

Masses. The heat flows from the floor vents at the side aisles.  
If you feel the cold we suggest you sit in the pews at the side 
aisle and dress appropriately.  

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and 

vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:  
Nora Bateman, Tony Murphy, Milly Di Blasio,  
Lina Giannandrea, Rocco Zoccali, Meagan Ficarra,  
Patricia Ficarra, Heather Burbidge, Wendy Madden and 
Patricia Ryan.  

Remembering those who have gone before us. 

Maureen Cleur,  Joyce Law, Dorie Levy, Paola Restuccia, 
Tracie Flannery, Frank Hanvey, Margaret Bridge,  
Michael Conaghan, Eddie Conaghan & Bridget Noone. 

Recently Deceased. Mamie Thompson & Paul Rizzuto.  

          Eternal rest grant unto them ,  
   O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

We pray for all who have anniversaries at this time and have  

    passed recently and offer our prayers & condolences.  
               May they rest in peace.   

 

        We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s 
 

Lucy Piccione &  
Chloe Elizabeth Dale 

and we congratulate their parents. 
   God bless you. 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Welcome to 2021  

 

Gospel Reflection:  In today’s gospel, Jesus provides his disciples, and all Christians, with a model for prayer. In keeping with this 
modelling by Jesus, it is significant that the Lord’s Prayer, or Our Father, is the common prayer of all Christians, regardless of  
denomination. 

The parable and teaching that follow the Lord’s Prayer make clear the particular purpose of prayer that Jesus was highlighting, 
prayer as petition. In this instance, Jesus assures us that if we pray for what we need with conviction and confidence, then God  
cannot fail to respond to our prayer. Jesus in fact encourages us to be demanding and persistent in our prayer. However, the parable 
used to demonstrate the persistent nature of prayer is not focused on demands for selfish purposes, but rather the neighbour needs 
assistance in fulfilling his obligations of hospitality to a traveller. He is not waking his neighbour in the middle of the night to ask 
for bread for himself; he asks for bread to give to his guest. He asks for help to fulfil his duty and responsibility. This gives us  
something of an idea about how we might focus our prayer. Praying for a pony or new bike isn’t quite in the same league! 

The final element of the gospel passage provides us with a description of God’s love and care by something of a negative  
comparison: if human parents would not do harm instead of good to their children, God is even less likely to act like this towards us. 
It’s a bit of an odd way around of saying that God’s love is greater than anything within our experience or imagination. 
 

Living the Gospel – Ask, Search, Knock: Jesus says in the gospel, ‘Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, 
and the door will be opened to you.’ The actions of asking, searching and knocking are means by which we initiate the encounter 
with God. If we don’t ask, search and knock, how is anyone (including God) to know our needs or know what it is that we are 
searching for. Particularly in our spiritual lives, it is only through the search and the knocking on the doors of different experiences 
that we ever come closer to finding answers. 

Historical Context – Stone for bread: The stone/bread, snake/fish and scorpion/egg comparisons seem a little far fetched to us, but 
would have made perfect sense to a 1st Century Palestinian audience. The flat, brown stones around Lake Galilee look very similar 
to the flat bread that was baked in the area. The ‘snake’ may refer to a sea-snake – an eel – which might be caught up in a fisher-
man’s nets but was regarded as unclean by the Jews. The poisonous scorpions of the region are very pale in colour and when curled 
up at rest could be mistaken for an egg.  

Gospel Focus – Relationship: A crucial aspect of prayer is the attitude with which we view God. We trust in God’s character that it is 
not a pointless exercise to ask for something. We trust that God is even more loving than a parent who tries to give their child what 
they need. If we did not make these basic assumptions about God, there would be little point in prayer. When our prayer lives falter 
at times, perhaps we need to first check out our relationship with God and our attitude towards God before trying to ‘fix’ the ways 
we pray. 

Questions? 
Q. What message/s about prayer do you get from this gospel passage?  
Q. Why does Jesus suggest that we have to be persistent in our prayer?   
Q. What is the most fulfilling form of prayer for you?  
Q. How would you describe your ‘prayer life’?                                            © Greg Sunter    

 
 * BE THERE! Parish Renewal Conference to drive evangelisation.    

* Dallas McInerney: Our strength is who we are.     

* Home is where the heart is: Sr Miriam.    

* Catholic and proud: Talks explore Humanae Vitae.   

$2 
RETREATS 2022 LIFTOUT 

Can you undertake an Overseas Mission? 
Our sister churches in Africa, Asia and the Pacific are requesting 
Australian Catholics to join them to build the skills of those in their 
community who have had less opportunity than ourselves.   
Please consider these Mission opportunities abroad.   
 

The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference provide support.  Palms 
Australia, who have prepared Australian Catholics for global mission 
since 1961, will ensure accommodation and a living allowance is 
provided to you during your time away.  
 Enquire online or Ph: 0422 742 567 to find out about a placement to 
engage your skills. 
\You can also  Register for a Webinar on Monday August 1st at 7:00 pm 

to talk directly with a Palms’ partner community in Timor Leste and 

two Australians recently posted to work with them.  Invite your 

friends. The stories will inspire. 

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/
https://palms.org.au/current-opportunities/
http://www.palms.org.au
http://www.palms.org.au
https://palms.org.au/current-opportunities/assignments-abroad/
https://palms.org.au/event/celebrate-palms-return-to-global-mission/


Welcome to 2021  

 
 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

©Creative Ministry  

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

