
 Sesquicentenary of Sisters of Saint Joseph  
      of the Sacred Heart in NSW  (1872-2022) 

The Congregation of the Sisters of Saint Joseph was 
founded by Mary MacKillop and Father Julian Tenison 
Woods in 1866 in Penola, South Australia. Its first 
ministry was the opening of a school for all the 
children of that small distant town.  
The education being offered was an important step in 
breaking the cycle of poverty that had trapped so 
many of the children’s parents, struggling to make a 
go of it in the pioneering times of colonial Australia.  
By the end of that first year there were four Sisters.  
By 1867 there were 10 Sisters and a school in Port 
Adelaide was opened.  
The following year, 1868, there were 50 Sisters 
ministering in 13 different towns in South Australia and 
responding as the various needs arose. In 1869 the rapid increase continued and the Sisters moved to Brisbane, Queensland. 
By 1872 there were 127 Sisters and 3 of them arrived in Bathurst in response to Bishop Matthew Quinn’s invitation to again 
open schools for poor children who were deprived of an education. Bishop Quinn decided that a small village was the place 
for them to begin. Sisters Teresa MacDonald, Joseph Dwyer and Hyacinth Quinlan, along with an enquirer, Ada Braham, 
arrived in Queen Charlotte Vale, now Perthville, on 16 July 1872.   
The ministry of the Sisters grew and expanded into all 11 Dioceses in NSW. Throughout the journey of these past 150 years, 
with all its twists and turns, ups and downs, the grace of God has continued to meet the needs of the times through the 
ministry of the Sisters. 

A Cardinal Role for Women? 
Jesus turned the customs and taboos of his society upside down. In this Gospel, against all the rules of segregation, 
Jesus is alone with women who are not his relatives, completely at ease with their hospitality. It is personal relationships, 
not gender determined relationships, which are important to him. 
 

Further, here is Mary assuming the posture of a student at the feet of a Rabbi (teacher) listening to his teaching. We 
remember that Jesus had chosen his male disciples in order to teach them. Mary chooses Him to teach her! Maybe it was 
a counter-cultural step too far for Martha. Is that what she is really ‘anxious and troubled’ about? 
 

Jesus was willing to upset the social conventions and religious taboos of his day in respect of women. What would be a 
good contemporary response of the Catholic Church? 
 

The word ‘cardinal’ means hinge – ‘hinge of the door’ – an essential part of the structure of the Church which is our 
home, in which we listen to the words of Jesus Christ. Could the College of Cardinals be supplemented to include women 
alongside the ordained male prelates? Outstanding women, religious or lay, could head some Vatican departments and 
take part in the election of the Pope. 
 

That would be a strongly symbolic step with repercussions throughout the Church. 
 

We could pause for a moment to pray for the Church to show a greater willingness to sit, like Mary, at the feet of Jesus 
so that we may hear his words: ‘You have chosen the better portion.’                               © Fr Michael Tate 

“Martha, are you anxious and 
worried about many things ”  

Luke 10:41 

© www.sosj.org.au 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
http://www.sosj.org.au/


 Second Reading                  Colossians 1.24-28 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Colossians  
I am making known the mystery hidden throughout the ages, now revealed 
to his saints.     
I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in 
my flesh I am completing what is lacking in Christ’s  
afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the Church. 
I became its servant according to God’s commission that 
was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully 
known, the mystery that has been hidden throughout the 
ages and generations but has now been revealed to his 
saints. 
To them God chose to make known how great among the 
Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which 
is Christ in you, the hope of glory. It is Christ whom we 
proclaim, warning every person and teaching every per-
son in all wisdom, so that we may present every person 
mature in Christ.  

 

 
 
 

 

 
Gospel                                       Luke 10. 38-42 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Martha welcomes Jesus into her home. “Mary has chosen the better 
part.”      
Now as Jesus and his disciples went on their way,  
he entered a certain village, where a woman named  
Martha welcomed him into her home. She had a sister 
named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to 
what he was saying. 
But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she 
came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my 
sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her 
then to help me.” 
But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are wor-
ried and distracted by many things; there is need of only 
one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not 
be taken away from her.” 

Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand 
of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and life everlasting.  
Amen. 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton 
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of 
the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, 

and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English 
in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 

International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

Entrance Antiphon                            Ps 53:6,8

(All) See, I have God for my help. The Lord sustains my soul. 
I will sacrifice to you with willing heart, and praise your name, 
O Lord, for it is good. 

Gloria       
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of 
good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you,  
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world,  
receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the  
Father, have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

First Reading                          Genesis 18.1-10a 

A reading from the book of Genesis  
Abraham said, “ Lord, do not pass by your servant.”    
The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as 
Abraham sat at the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. 
Abraham looked up and saw three men standing near him. 
When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet 
them, and bowed down to the ground. 
 

He said, “My lord, if I find favour with you, do not pass by your 
servant. Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and 
rest yourselves under the tree. Let me bring a little bread, that 
you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass  
on - since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do 
as you have said.” 
 

And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make 
ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and 
make cakes.” Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender 
and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare 
it. Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had  
prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under 
the tree while they ate. 
 

They said to Abraham, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he 
said, “There, in the tent.” 
 

Then one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and 
your wife Sarah shall have a son.”  
 

Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 15, 1b– 3a, 3b-4a, 4b-5(R1a)   

(R.) The just will live in the presence of the Lord.  
 

1. O Lord, who may dwell on your holy hill? Those who walk 
blamelessly, and do what is right, and speak the truth from 
their heart; who do not slander with their tongue.  (R.) 
 

2. Those who do no evil to their friends, nor take up a  
reproach against their neighbours; in whose eyes the wicked 
are despised, but who honour those who fear the Lord. (R.) 
 
 

3. Those who stand by their oath even to their hurt;  
who do not lend money at interest, and do not take a bribe 
against the innocent. Those who do these things shall never 
be moved.(R.) 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation                  John 6.63,68 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessed are they who have kept the word with a 
generous heart and yield a harvest through 
perseverance.    Alleluia! 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana. 
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal 

© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

 2022 Confirmation applications  
will be available from  
Friday 22 July 2022  

 

Collect from the front porch of the Parish office.  
Applications close 5 August 2022. 



Catalyst for Renewal  
‘Seeking truth and renewal through conversation’ 

 

Come and join us for our next Q & A  
in the Crypt  

St Patrick’s Church,  
Grosvenor Street, The Rocks  

Fr Frank Brennan sj,  
Sunday 28th August, 2022, 1.30pm - 3.00pm  

Topic “What Matters to Australian Catholics – Blue, Red, Green 
& Teal - After the 2022 Election and Plenary Council”.  

Suggested Donation: $10 

Prayers of the Faithful  
Leader: As members of the Body of Christ, we are called to 
love and serve one another.  So let us turn to the Father 
with our prayers for ourselves and for our world.                                    
 

Reader: Let us pray for all who exercise authority in our 
world, that they may learn to act together for peace,  
prosperity and justice. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for those why are distressed by  
distraction and fears, that their anxieties may be calmed 
and they may be able to rest in the stillness of God’s  
presence. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for our own parish community, that we 
will always offer a warm welcome to the stranger in our 
midst. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for the Sisters of St Joseph as they 
celebrate 150 years of service to the Church in New South 
Wales, that the inspiration of St Mary of the Cross and of 
Julian Tenison Woods may continue to bring hope to a 
needy world.  (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.   

 

Reader: Let us pray for all who have died, that they will rest 
in the peace of Christ and rise with him in glory. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Leader: Heavenly Father, with Mary of Bethany may we 
open our ears to hear your word; with Martha may we work 
in your service. Through Christ our Lord.      
All: Amen. 
 

Communion Antiphon                   Ps 110:4-5 

(All)  The Lord, the gracious, the merciful, has made a  
memorial of his wonders; he gives food to those who fear 
him. 

Wednesday 22 July - Saint Mary Magdalene  
Mary of Magdala was healed of “seven devils” by Jesus.  
She ministered to him in Galilee and was present at his 
crucifixion. She was in the group of women who were the 
first to discover the empty tomb, and it was to her that the 
risen Jesus first appeared.  
The Western tradition is that Mary Magdalene is also “the 
woman who was a sinner” and the sister of Martha and 
Lazarus of Bethany. There is no evidence either way, and 
the tradition is tenuous enough for even such authorities as 
St Ambrose to hold, with the East, that they are three 
different people.  
It seems, therefore, that although the Western tradition is to 
be respected and is a real inspiration, it may not necessarily 
be historical. This kind of ambiguity is inevitable in a 
religion such as Christianity, which is founded on definite 
historical events rather than myths which can be adjusted 
into logicality.  
We need not worry about it too much: if it had been 
harmful to us to celebrate the tradition of heroic penitence, 
the Holy Spirit would not have allowed it. Even without the 
extra tradition, Mary Magdalene is a unique and important 
character in the story of the Resurrection, chosen by Christ 
as one of the first witnesses of the event that changed the 
world. 

Ministry Courses offered by the Liturgy Office  
 

Ministers of the Word  
13 August and 20 August 2022 (2 sessions)  
at St Christopher, Panania  
Saturday from 9.00am - 12 noon.  
 

Ministers of the Word  
19 October and 5 November 2022 (2 sessions)  
at St Francis Xavier, Arncliffe  
Saturday from 9.00am - 12 noon.  
 

Acolytes ( Adult Servers)  
17 August and 24 August 2022 (2 sessions)  
at St Christopher, Panania  
Wednesday from 6.00pm - 9:00pm. 
 

Acolytes ( Adult Servers)  
10 September and 17 September 2022 (2 sessions)  
at St Francis Xavier, Arncliffe  
Saturday from 9.00am - 12 noon.  
 

Acolytes ( Adult Servers)  
15 October and 22 October 2022 (2 sessions)  
at Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Mt Pritchard  
Saturday from 9.00am - 12 noon.  
 

Limited numbers: To enrol, email Ms Patricia Marsh at  
liturgyassistant@sydneycatholic.org 

 

 

Keeping us all safe.  
Please sanitise when entering the Church, masks are 

optional and where possible maintain social distancing 
and do not replace your parish bulletin,  

we ask you to take it home.  
Thank you  



Gathered by God, and called together by the Church in the name of Christ Jesus, the members of the Plenary Council 
have sought to be faithful to their commission to listen to and hear “what the Spirit is saying to the churches” (Rev 3:22).  
 

The agenda and motions of the second assembly drew together the four years of the fruits of prayer, listening, dialogue 
and discernment which have been the marks of this long Plenary journey. 
 

Since the Council was convoked, the fortunes of the world, the patterns of Church life, and the rhythms of daily life have 
been disrupted by pandemic, natural disasters and war. In turn, these unforeseen events have affected the course of 
this Council. Despite these obstacles, the Council has met, engaged in prayerful communal discernment, spirited and 
creative discussion, and adopted concrete outcomes which are sure signs of the Holy Spirit’s work. 
 

This process has been an expression of the synodality that Pope Francis has identified as a key dimension of the 
Church’s life in the third millennium. Synodality is the way of being a pilgrim Church, a Church that journeys together and 
listens together, so that we might more faithfully act together in responding to our God-given vocation and mission. 
 

As Pope Francis has noted, and as we have experienced, synodality is “an easy concept to put into words, but not so 
easy to put into practice”. Embedding these practices of listening and discernment will continue to be essential 
dimensions of the implementation of this Plenary Council. They will re-shape our engagement with the world, our 
evangelising mission and our works of service in a rapidly changing environment. The work has only begun.  
 

Some moments of this second assembly have been calm and harmonious, others tense and difficult. But every moment 
has been blessed; the entire week has been grace-filled, though never a cheap grace. The Holy Spirit has been both 
comforter and disrupter. Throughout the assembly, diverse views and approaches were named, occasionally appearing 
to be irreconcilable. At a pivotal juncture in the assembly, some of these differences helped move the Council from 
having a process to being-in process; from following an agenda to following the Holy Spirit into the unknown. Not only 
did this moment overturn the timetable and the order of proceedings; it also meant that we had to address strongly -felt 
emotions. The days that followed established new patterns of listening and dialogue, which are nascent but real. We 
trust that the God who overturned our smooth predictabilities and led us into new territory will continue to open up the 
pathway before us. 
 

Framed by silent prayer and the rituals of the liturgy, the assembly traversed many topics, both formally and informally, 
gathered around the tomb of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, in the hall, in the Cathedral, and in other gathering spaces. 
We sprinkled ash to express our deep lament and our commitment to justice and healing, as we acknowledged the 
trauma of those abused in the Church. We sought forgiveness for the wounds inflicted by European settlement and said 
“sorry to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in and beyond the Church” for the trauma they still suffer. Calling 
upon Christ the healer, and drawing on the words of Pope St. John Paul II, the assembly recognised that we will not be 
“‘fully the Church that Jesus wants’ us to be until Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have made their 
contribution to the life of the Church” and until their contribution is joyfully received. We affirmed overwhelmingly the 
Uluru Statement from the Heart and the calls for bipartisan constitutional recognition of Indigenous Australians.  
 

We reflected upon our baptismal call to missionary discipleship and the ways in which we might strengthen our 
personal and communal response. We focused upon the diverse gifts and common dignity of women and men, and 
reaffirmed the Church’s commitment to recognising and fostering the participation of women in all the avenues of 
ministry and leadership open to the lay faithful. We considered our baptismal invitation to receive and to live the gift of 
the Trinitarian life of grace, and how we might enrich and deepen our sacramental life, which both draws us from the 
world and leads us back. We sought to discover new and creative ways to form our communities and their leaders in 
ministry and for mission. We committed the Church in Australia to greater participation of all the laity, women and 
men, in our governance processes and leadership structures. We acknowledged the urgent need to make 
commitments to care for our common home and to be open to the integral and ecological conversion required to work 
with God who makes all things new (Rev 21:5). 
 

Lingering smoke from an Indigenous tarnuk (wooden dish) and constantly falling rain, ancient signs of cleansing and 
new life, greeted members of this second assembly. We now go forth no longer considering statutes or regulations but 
our common life of grace. We remain committed not by decree or declaration, but by the power of the Spirit who gives 
inspiration and creativity to our Christian vocation. We go forth acutely aware of the challenges ahead but renewed and 
encouraged by the promise of God’s word, the wisdom of our tradition and the faithful companionship of all our sisters 
and brothers.  
 

We carry forth into the world the seeds of fresh possibilities, sown in a hidden yet abundant 
way by the great Sower of everything, who makes these seeds flourish in unexpected places 
for the sake of the Kingdom (Matt. 13:1-23, Mark 4:1-20, Luke 8:4-15). We bear a rich heritage: the 
many ways in which the Catholic community has enhanced life in Australia through its care for 
the sick and marginalised, its commitment to education, and its advocacy for social justice, 
especially the needs of refugees and asylum seekers. We commit ourselves to seek and serve 
the human flourishing of all Australians, and to care for Earth, our common home, by 
cherishing, preserving, and healing the land. We have seen God at work in these days, 
comforting and disrupting in order to lead his people into a future of God’s making. This has been a time of grace, and 
for that we give humble thanks. May God who has begun the good work in us bring it to fulfilment (cf. Phil 1:6). 



†Sunday 17 July  - Parish Morning Tea  

The Parish Pastoral Council  
morning tea, with fundraising for 
Lismore floods. Has been postponed 
until a later date in the year.  

†Monday 18  July  - St Mark’s Primary   

We welcome back to all our teachers and students Term 
3 begins today.  

†Friday 22 July  - Saint Mary Magdalene  

The Lord said to Mary Magdalene: Go to my brothers 
and tell them: I am going to my Father and your Father, 
to my God and your God  

†Friday 22 July  - Confirmation  

Applications for St Mark’s Sacrament of 
Confirmation are available and close on 
Friday 5 August 2022.  

†Sat 23| Sun 24 July - Vinnies Winter Appeal  

Your support this Winter will help provide emergency 
accommodation, financial support, as well as material 
assistance to help families start again.  

†Sunday 24  July  - Grandparents & the Elderly   

Holy See world day for grandparents and the elderly is 
celebrated close to the liturgical memorial of Saints 
Joachim and Anne, the grandparents of Jesus.  

†Monday 25 July  - Saint James, Apostle   

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, Jesus saw James the 
son of Zebedee and John his brother mending their nets 
and he called them.  

†Tuesday 26  July  - Saints Joachim and Anne    

The Church commemorates the parents of The Blessed 
Virgin Mary.  

†Friday 29 July  - St Martha  

Jesus entered a village, where a women called Martha 
welcomed him into her home.  

†Friday 29 July  - CWL   

Our next CWL meeting will be 
held, starting with a bring your 
own lite lunch from 11:30am 
before our meeting at 1:00pm. 
Upstairs in the Parish Centre.  
New members welcome.  

†Saturday 30 July  - St Peter Chrysologus   

Bishop and Doctor of the Church, he was born and died 
in Imola in northern Italy. He was made bishop of 
Ravenna, the new capital of the Roman Empire, and was 
responsible for many of the building works there. The 
name “Chrysologus” means “golden speech”, and was 
given to Peter because he was such a gifted preacher; 
unfortunately, most of his writings have perished, and 
only a collection of short sermons remain. 

†Saturday 30 July - International Day of Friendship  

The International Day of Friendship was proclaimed in 
2011 by the UN General Assembly with the idea that 
friendship between peoples, countries, cultures and 
individuals can inspire peace efforts and build bridges 
between communities.   

St Mark’s Parish is looking for volunteers for the following...  

† Minister of the Word  

† Altar Server  

† Altar Society  

† Music Ministry  
(Singers and/or musicians) 

 
If you wish to volunteer contact the 
Parish office, training will be provided. 
For full details visit our website  

Catholic Jobs: Positions vacant  

St Michael’s Parish Lane Cove, Part-time Parish Secretary 
Read more: https://catholicjobsonline.com.au/job/lane-cove-nsw-
part-time-parish-secretary-st-michaels-lane-cove-nsw/  

Permanent part-time role available 
St Mark’s Primary School, Drummoyne 

 

Days and hours 

• 20-hours each fortnight 

• Shifts are between 8.20am-9.20am &  2.45pm-3.45pm 

• Work Monday to Friday during school terms 
 
Apply today - for further information, contact: 
Lisa Schreiber e: lisa.schreiber@transport.nsw.gov.au 
p: (02) 9983 3823 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/ministries/new-to-parish/
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/c8482/2219951/dNosZEhvIHqg_yR1iCE46.Wdpvg4v_HNGkpKUch1.html
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/c8482/2219951/dNosZEhvIHqg_yR1iCE46.Wdpvg4v_HNGkpKUch1.html


 
Tax receipts have been emailed from the 
Parish office this week- check your in box.  
 

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
 

Monday & Friday 8:00am  
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am  
Saturday 12 noon  

Saturday Reconciliation 
11:30am - 11:55am  

 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm  

 

 Scan the QR code to donate to support the  
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

 
St Mark’s Catholic Parish  

33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     
Tel: (02) 9181 1795    

Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Administrator:  Fr Denis Minns OP     
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP   

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your 
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on 

the pew for others to pick up.  

With COVID still circulating, our Church doors and windows 

are to remain open to provide adequate ventilation when we 
have a congregation. 
 

As winter is upon us, heating will be on for our weekend 

Masses. The heat flows from the floor vents at the side aisles.  
If you feel the cold we suggest you sit in the pews at the side 
aisle and dress appropriately.  

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and 

vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:  
Tony McNamara, Nora Bateman, Tony Murphy,  
Milly Di Blasio, Lina Giannandrea, Rocco Zoccali,  
Meagan Ficarra, Patricia Ficarra, Heather Burbidge,  
Wendy Madden and Patricia Ryan.  

Remembering those who have gone before us. 

Joyce Law, Dorie Levy, Paola Restuccia, Tracie Flannery, 
Frank Hanvey, Margaret Bridge, Michael Conaghan,  
Eddie Conaghan, Bridget Noone, Joseph Picone,  
Egbert Fernandez, Gladys Waldie, Antonio Alfonzetti,  
Sister Margaret Hickey P.B.V.M, Carmela Ianni, and  
Rosario Ianni.  

Recently Deceased. Paul Rizzuto, Fr Kevin O’Grady and  
Anne Borg.  
          Eternal rest grant unto them ,  
   O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

We pray for all who have anniversaries at this time and have  

    passed recently and offer our prayers & condolences.  
               May they rest in peace.   

St. Mark’s Parish:  
United in Baptism, Nourished by the Eucharist,  

Guided by the Holy Spirit,  
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 

Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 
Reaching Out to Those in Need,  

Journeying Together,  
Growing in Faith. 

 

        We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s 
 

Hugh Vincent Thompson 
 

and we congratulate his parents. 
   God bless you. 

The 90th + 1  
Feast of Our Lady of Terzito  

will be held at 1.30pm  
on 24th July at  

Our Lady Queen of Peace 
Church, Gladesville,  

commencing with Mass  
followed by a street procession. 

 

A triduum will precede the feast 
on Thursday 21st July,  

Friday 22nd July &  
Saturday 23rd July  

commencing with the Rosary  
at 7.10pm, followed by Mass at 

7.30pm.  
All Welcome 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Welcome to 2021  

 

Gospel Reflection:  Like so much of the Gospel of Luke, this week’s passage is, at its heart, all about hospitality. This theme has  
featured in the gospel readings for the last couple of weeks. It is a theme that the writer returns to over and over again throughout 
the gospel to reinforce not only the importance of welcoming the message of Jesus, but also the extravagantly generous hospitality 
and welcome that God extends to all people. Taken at a literal level, this week’s gospel passage can be a problematic one. Jesus is 
dining at the house of Martha and she busies herself trying to be a good host and serving her guest, while her sister, Mary, simply 
sits and enjoys the company of Jesus. Martha complains about her sister’s apparent laziness and finds herself chastised by Jesus. 
On the surface, Martha is doing the right thing: providing hospitality for her guest. Yet Mary is the one whose actions are affirmed. 
Like in the parable of the Good Samaritan last week, the gospel writer reminds us that being preoccupied with one’s duty – even in 
service of God – is not what God desires. Martha has forgotten that the guest is also a gift! Having welcomed and shown appropriate 
hospitality to her guest, Martha should have then accepted the gift of the guest, that is, the company and presence of the welcome 
guest. Instead she continues to busy herself with serving while her sister shows true welcome: accepting the gift of the guest’s  
company. When we welcome a guest into our house, we can be too worried about impressing the guest with lavish hospitality and 
our best serving ware, rather than relaxing and enjoying the company of the guest. Like Martha, we can overlook the fact that God 
is present when we welcome a guest  
 

Scriptural context: It is no accident that this story about Martha and Mary immediately follows the parable of the Good Samaritan. 
We must remember that Jesus is portrayed as telling that parable as clarification of the law to love God and love neighbour. The 
Samaritan provides an example of what it means to love one’s neighbour whilst in this story, Mary provides an example of what it 
means to love God. Together, the two stories tell us that compassionate service to one’s neighbour is crucial but that God does not 
require service, simply love. 

Different View – Feminist critique: Feminist theologian Elizabeth Schussler Fiorenza suggests that this story is less about an event in 
the life of Jesus than it is about events in the life of the early Church. In the first 30 to 40 years after the death of Jesus, women 
played an equal role in leadership and ministry to the community. However, by the time of Luke’s gospel, men were becoming more 
dominant in the community. By portraying Jesus as admonishing Martha’s active service and praising Mary’s passive listening role, 
the passage can be interpreted as endorsing the relegation of women to less active roles. 

Have you thought? – Action vs Reflection: This gospel is sometimes portrayed as a dichotomy between action and reflection. Many 
within the Christian tradition adopt the Martha approach of responding to Christ through service and action while others see Mary 
sitting at the feet of Jesus as a model for contemplation and reflection. The two different models have developed quite distinctly in 
the history of the Church and it must be said that the Martha approach of service and action has been in the ascendance for some 
time. However, action that is not grounded in prayerful reflection runs the risk of becoming well-intentioned busy-ness. 

Questions? 
Q. How would you characterise the different attitudes of Martha and Mary?   
Q. How does the theme of hospitality fit with another theme of this gospel: care for the outcast?  
Q. Why is it so important for Christian communities to be welcoming?  
Q. What conclusions could be drawn from a poorly-informed interpretation of this text?                   © Greg Sunter    
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   LIVES CAN CHANGE WHEN YOU CHOOSE TO HELP. PLEASE MAKE A DONATION. 

 
Your donation enables us 
to help people and their 
families find a safe place 
to sleep when they have 

no where to go.  

You can help us provide 
financial support with 

household expenses to 
families who are struggling to 

make ends meet.  

Your donation can provide 
money for groceries, reducing 
hunger and removing a major 

stress for families.  

Together we can provide basic 
essentials such as blankets, 

clothes and toiletries to 
resolve dignity in times of 

need.  

Your support helps  
Dedicated volunteers to work  
With people living in poverty, 
and provide assistance when 

life is tough. 

A place to rest and recoup Help when bills are due      Food in tough times Clothing and essentials Strength and support  

  * What’s next? The Plenary is over: Where do we go from here?    

* All hands on the ropes. What happens when the campanologists gather.    

* Western civilisation. New Campion college course.   

* To Kill a Priest. New searing novel focuses on a tragedy.  $2 
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Welcome to 2021  

 
 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

 

Lord Jesus,  
I ask for Your help as I begin this new school term.  
 

Allow me to experience Your presence in the many 
blessings You put before me.  
Open my eyes to the new challenges and exciting 
opportunities that this new term will bring.  
 

Open my heart and mind to my friends and teachers.  
Give me a generous spirit to be enthusiastic  
with my studies and courage to accept new learnings.  
 

Help me to be attentive to my teachers and let me 
experience Your presence in my friends.  
Jesus, inspire me to do my best this term!  
Amen  
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