
Today is Sea Sunday, when the church prays for all those who live and work at sea. Without them, we 
would not have most of the items we rely on for daily living. Even during a pandemic, seafarers continue 
to bring into our ports products that sustain our population and economy. The Appeal today is for Stella 
Maris, Apostleship of the Sea, the official maritime welfare agency of the Catholic Church. It supports 
seafarers both practically and spiritually. 
To assist this ministry, please donate online at  https://stellamarisaustralia.org/sea-sunday-appeal/  

Every year, over 28,000 merchant ships visit Australian ports.  
These ships are crewed by over 300,000 seafarers. Most of these mariners come from developing countries and are 
employed because they represent cheap labour for the ship owners. Even in the best of times, seafarers suffer harsh and 
demanding conditions aboard the ship. Having signed on for 8 to 10 months contracts, seafarers suffer from boredom, 
loneliness, constant noise and vibration, and the ever-present fear of suffering an injury or sickness whilst at sea. Every 
year, thousands of seafarers are injured and many die, many having taken their own life. Last year, more than 250 
seafarers were hospitalised in Australia because of a medical emergency suffered on board a ship.  
 

So, what is Sea Sunday? This is a national appeal undertaken by the Catholic Church in Australia each year across every 
parish on the second Sunday in July to raise awareness of the needs of seafarers – the often unseen, vital workers that 
keep our economies going, but often at great personal cost to themselves and their families.  
When Jesus said: “…love the Lord, your God…and your neighbour as yourself" (Luke 10:27), the instruction was very clear.  
 

But, quite apart from any wish to follow the teaching of Jesus, all Australians should be 
grateful for the work performed on their behalf by seafarers. All of the cars we drive 
came to us from overseas on ships. Most of the clothing we wear comes from 
overseas, brought to us on ships. Much of our furniture and white goods come to us 
on ships. The wealth we enjoy comes from the export of products on ships. We owe a 
huge debt of gratitude to overseas seafarers, but they are very largely forgotten – we 
never think of them. Pope Francis in 2014 called on those who work for the wellbeing 
of seafarers and their families to “be the voice of those workers who live far from their 
loved ones and face dangerous and difficult situations.”  
 

Stella Maris seafarers’ ministry has the largest number of centres and chaplaincies 
around the world. It sits within the Vatican’s Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human 
Development and its network headquarters is in Rome. In Australia, Stella Maris runs 
seafarers’ welfare services centres in all the major ports and offers chaplaincy services 
in many others. Stella Maris Seafarer Centres are places where the stranger is 
welcomed. They are places where volunteers assist seafarers with their telephones 
and internet and Wi-Fi connections to keep in touch with their families.  
Complying with COVID safeguards, some volunteers visit the ships in the harbour. And in pre COVID times, some 
volunteers transported men to and from their ships, the Centre and the nearest shops. They support the sick or injured 
seafarers in hospital and keep contact with their families overseas. Volunteers at the Stella Maris Seafarers Centres 
around the world have backgrounds as varied as those of the disciples. What they have in common is the wish to 
respond to the call of Jesus to spread His love for all people, to welcome and show hospitality to seafarers, to be open to 
them, to listen to their hopes, their fears, and their joys and to help in practical ways.  
Today, we acknowledge the work of seafarers and pray for their safety. Today is also an opportunity for you to respond 
to the call to mission that we all share. In the famous Parable it's a Samaritan who helps the Jew who's been attacked 
and robbed. Because the Samaritan didn't see an enemy, but a fellow human being in need of help. At the end of the 
Parable, the expert in Scripture answers Jesus by saying that the Samaritan was a neighbour to the man who was 
attacked because he was: The one who had mercy on him (Lk 10:37). Jesus says to the man: “Go and do likewise!” (Lk 10:37). 
Those words of Jesus must make their home in us.                                       ©stellamarisaustralia  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://stellamarisaustralia.org/sea-sunday-appeal/


 

Second Reading                  Colossians 1.15-20 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Colossians  
In Christ, all things in heaven and on earth were created.    
Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation; for in him all things in heaven and on earth were 
created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or powers — all things have been  
created through him and for him. 
 

Christ is before all things, and in him all things hold  
together. He is the head of the body, the Church; he is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might 
come to have first place in everything. 
 

For in Christ all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 
and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself 
all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace 
through the blood of his Cross.  

 

 
 
 

Gospel                                     Luke 10. 25-37 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Who is my neighbour?.      
A lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what 
must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
Jesus said to him, “What is written in the Law? What do 
you read there?” The lawyer answered, “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your 
neighbour as yourself.” 
And Jesus said to him, “You have given the right answer; 
do this, and you will live.” But wanting to justify himself, 
the lawyer asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbour?” 
Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped 
him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. Now 
by chance a priest was going down that road; and when 
he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So likewise a 
Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed 
by on the other side. 
“But a Samaritan while travelling came near him; and 
when he saw him, he was moved with pity. He went to him 
and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on 
them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to 
an inn, and took care of him. 
“The next day the Samaritan took out two denarii, gave 
them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and 
when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you 
spend.’” 
Jesus asked, “Which of these three, do you think, was a 
neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of the  
robbers?” The lawyer said, “The one who showed him 
mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”  

Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand 
of God the Father almighty; from there he will come to 
judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  
Amen. 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton 
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of 
the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, 

and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English 
in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 

International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

Entrance Antiphon                          Cf. Ps 16:15 

(All) As for me, in justice I shall behold your face; I shall be 
filled with the vision of your glory. 

Gloria       
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of 
good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you,  
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world,  
receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the  
Father, have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

First Reading                      Deuteronomy 30.10-14 

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy 
God’s word is very near to you, that you may observe it.    
Moses spoke to the people, saying, “Obey the Lord your God 
by observing his commandments and decrees that are written 
in this book of the Law; turn to the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul. 
“Surely this commandment that I am commanding you today is 
not too hard for you, nor is it too far away. It is not in heaven, 
that you should say, ‘Who will go up to heaven for us, and get 
it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?’ 
“Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will 
cross to the other side of the sea for us, and get it for us so 
that we may hear it and observe it?’ 
“No, the word is very near to you; it is in your mouth and in 
your heart for you to observe.”  
 

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 69.13+16,29-30,32-33,35ab+36(R.23)  

(R.) Turn to the Lord in your need, and you will live.  
1. As for me, my prayer is to you, O Lord. At an acceptable 
time, O God, in the abundance of your steadfast love, answer 
me. With your steadfast help, rescue me. Answer me, O Lord, 
for your steadfast love is good; according to your abundant 
mercy, turn to me. (R.) 
 

2. But I am lowly and in pain; let your salvation, O God, protect 
me. I will praise the name of God with a song; I will magnify 
him with thanksgiving.  (R.) 
 
 

3. Let the oppressed see it and be glad; you who seek God, let 
your hearts revive. For the Lord hears the needy, and does not 
despise his own that are in bonds. (R.) 
 

4.For God will save Zion and rebuild the cities of Judah; the 
children of his servants shall inherit it, those who love his 
name shall live in it. (R.) 

Gospel Acclamation                  John 6.63,68 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Your words Lord, are spirit and life; you have the 
words of everlasting life.     
Alleluia! 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana. 
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal 

© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   



 Catalyst for Renewal  
‘Seeking truth and renewal through conversation’ 

 
Come and join us for our next Q & A  

in the Crypt  
St Patrick’s Church,  

Grosvenor Street, The Rocks  
Fr Frank Brennan sj,  

Sunday 28th August, 2022, 1.30pm - 3.00pm  
Topic “What Matters to Australian Catholics – Blue, Red, Green 

& Teal - After the 2022 Election and Plenary Council”.  
Suggested Donation: $10 

 
 

   

Prayers of the Faithful  
Leader: Let us bring before our Heavenly Father our needs 
and the needs of our world.                                   
 

Reader: Let us pray that we will be moved by compassion 
to help those who are in any kind of need. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for all those who work on the seas; 
that they will be comforted in their solitude and returned 
safely to their families. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for those who suffer because of  
warfare or famine; that they will enjoy peace, justice and 
security. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      

Reader: Let us pray for those who are sick, that the Lord 
will grant them fortitude and restore them swiftly to health.   
(pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.   

Reader: Let us pray for all who have died, that they will rest 
in the peace of Christ and rise with him in glory.  (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Leader: Heavenly Father, we ask you to hear these pray-
ers, which we make in the name of your compassionate 
Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ.     
All: Amen. 
 

Communion Antiphon                   Cf. Ps 83:4-5

(All)  The sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for 
her young: by your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my 
God. Blessed are they who dwell in your house, for ever 
singing your praise. 

Gospel Reflection: The Neighbourliness of Global Citizens 

The lawyer asked a self-serving question: ‘Who is my 
neighbour?’ He could then set the limits, the boundaries of 
those close enough to merit his concern. Jesus replies with 
a story to show that the better question is: ‘To whom 
should I be neighbourly?’ 

The answer is: To any person who is wounded in any way, 
physically, psychologically, socially, economically. And we 
have to do so overcoming the labelling, even bigotry, 
which can conveniently put a person outside the range of 
our concern. When we act like the Samaritan, we deserve 
the title ‘Catholic’ which means universal. 

Pope Francis says that Christ is constantly inviting us, as he 
invited Thomas, to touch His wounds which are to be 
found in the wounded of our own time.  

We could pause for a moment to thank God that we live in 
an age of technology which can enable us to be truly 
Catholic global citizens practising Mercy Without Borders. 
‘Do this and you will live.’   © Fr Michael Tate  

At Stella Maris, we pray 
that Mary, Star of the 

Sea, guide and protect 
them in their journeys 

on the high seas. 

Our Lady Star of the Sea  
O Mary, Star of the Sea,  

Light of every ocean, guide  
seafarers across all dark and  

Stormy seas that they may reach the  
Haven of peace and light prepared  

In Him who calmed the sea.  
 

As we set forth upon the oceans of  
The world and cross the deserts of  
Our time. Show us, O Mary, the  
Fruit of your womb, for without  

Your Son we are lost.  
 

Pray that we will never fail on  
Life’s journey, that in heart and mind,  

In word and deed, in days of  
Turmoil and in days of calm, we  

Will always look to Christ and say,  
“Who is this that even wind and seas obey him?” 

Our Lady Star of the Sea,  
Pray for us. Amen.  
Pope St. John Paul II  

Due to weather delays the Catholic Weekly may not be 
delivered  in time for Mass this weekend.  View online  

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/
https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/


A Blessing Hymn for Australia  
Ancient land of wide and sunburnt plains  

Where feet have long since trod,  
You have known the stories of our search  

 To find the face of God. God,  
you hovered over darkness,  

when the void was silent still;  
then your voice rang out in splendour,  

creation knew your will.  
And your eyes in love beheld in light  

Our land of sweeping plains;  
Now our voices too, rejoin again  

Creation’s song of praise.  
 

 Holy Spirit, gift of love divine,  
with you we dare to dream,  

and to walk in justice all our days,  
this land of gold and green.  

From all nations we have gathered:  
Lead us on in unity.  

In this vast and rugged homeland  
May you, our centre be.  

May our lives show forth your tender love, 
compassion strong and bold.  

Help us bring Good News to all the world,  
Your gracious love unfold.  

 

 Holy Spirit, breathe your life in us  
Your truth to guide our way.  

Now with open hearts we hear your call  
To follow you each day.  

Bring us all as one together,  
Under southern stars above,  

So the Cross will lead us onwards,  
Great Southland of your love.  

Give us joyful hearts in days to come,  
All fear and dark cast out  

Help us build in Christ a world reborn  
In justice and in love.  

 

Blessing Hymn for Australia. Music: Text: Br Michael Herry fms  
© 2012 Marist Music. THAXTED, Jupiter, from the Planets Suite by Gustav 

Holst  

During the second assembly of the Fifth Plenary 
Council of Australia, the Council’s 277 Members 
– bishops, priests, religious and lay people, voted 
on the dozens of motions that have emerged 
from the four-year journey.  
 

For daily outcomes of the motions & and 
voting view online  - Plenary Council  

The Second Assembly of the Fifth Plenary Council of 
Australia opened with Mass concelebrated by the 
nation’s bishops in Mary MacKillop Memorial Chapel 
in North Sydney on Sunday 3 July.  

The Plenary Council could be a prophetic voice 
encouraging a tired, frustrated and apathetic 
Church, the assembled bishops and member 
delegates of the Plenary have heard at the second 
assembly’s opening Mass. 
 

Columba Macbeth-Green OSPPE of Wilcannia-
Forbes, who preached the homily at the opening 
Mass at St Mary MacKillop Place in North Sydney 
on 3 July, drew on the Prophet Isaiah for an 
analogy between the Israelites’ exhaustion after 
their exile and the current state of the Church in 
Australia. 
“There are a lot of people in the Church today who 
feel tired too,” Bishop Macbeth-Green said. 
Read article in full catholicweekly.com.au   

Motions%20and%20Voting%20–%20Plenary%20Council%20(catholic.org.au)
https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/church-in-australia-is-exhausted-plenary-can-be-prophetic-and-renew-hope-bishop/


†Saturday 16 July - Our Lady of Mount Carmel    

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel reminds us of the importance 
of our interior lives- not only for our own salvation, 
but the salvation of souls through Christ's Church," 
said Bishop James Conley  

†Sunday 17 July  - Parish Morning Tea  

Following 9am Mass, join our Parish Pastoral Council 
for morning tea, with fundraising for Lismore floods.  

†Monday 18  July  - St Mark’s Primary   

We welcome back to all our teachers and students 
Term 3 begins today.  

†Friday 22 July  - Saint Mary Magdalene  

The Lord said to Mary Magdalene: Go to my brothers 
and tell them: I am going to my Father and your Father, 
to my God and your God  

†Friday 22 July  - Confirmation  

Applications for St Mark’s Sacrament of Confirmation 
are available and close on Friday 5 August 2022.  

†Sat 23| Sun 24 July - Vinnies Winter Appeal  

Your support this Winter will help provide emergency 
accommodation, financial support, as well as material 
assistance to help families start again.  

†Sunday 24  July  - Grandparents & the Elderly   

Holy See world day for grandparents and the elderly is 
celebrated close to the liturgical memorial of Saints 
Joachim and Anne, the grandparents of Jesus.  

†Monday 25 July  - Saint James, Apostle   

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, Jesus saw James the 
son of Zebedee and John his brother mending their 
nets and he called them.  

†Tuesday 26  July  - Saints Joachim and Anne    

The Church commemorates the parents of The Blessed 
Virgin Mary.  

†Friday 29 July  - St Martha  

Jesus entered a village, where a women called Martha 
welcomed him into her home.  

†Saturday 30 July  - St Peter Chrysologus   

Bishop and Doctor of the Church, he was born and 
died in Imola in northern Italy. He was made bishop of 
Ravenna, the new capital of the Roman Empire, and 
was responsible for many of the building works there. 
The name “Chrysologus” means “golden speech”, and 
was given to Peter because he was such a gifted 
preacher; unfortunately, most of his writings have 
perished, and only a collection of short sermons 
remain. 

†Saturday 30 July - International Day of Friendship  

The International Day of Friendship was proclaimed in 
2011 by the UN General Assembly with the idea that 
friendship between peoples, countries, cultures and 
individuals can inspire peace efforts and build bridges 
between communities.   

  V I N N I E S  W I N T E R  A P P E A L — 2 3  |  24  J U LY  2 0 2 2   

The 90th + 1  
Feast of Our Lady of Terzito  

will be held at 1.30pm  
on 24th July at  

Our Lady Queen of Peace 
Church, Gladesville,  

commencing with Mass  
followed by a street procession. 

 
A triduum will precede the feast 

on Thursday 21st July,  
Friday 22nd July &  
Saturday 23rd July  

commencing with the Rosary  
at 7.10pm, followed by Mass at 

7.30pm.  
All Welcome 

Ministry Courses offered by the Liturgy Office  
 

Ministers of the Word  
13 August and 20 August 2022 (2 sessions)  
at St Christopher, Panania  
Saturday from 9.00am - 12 noon.  
 
Ministers of the Word  
19 October and 5 November 2022 (2 sessions)  
at St Francis Xavier, Arncliffe  
Saturday from 9.00am - 12 noon.  
 
Acolytes ( Adult Servers)  
17 August and 24 August 2022 (2 sessions)  
at St Christopher, Panania  
Wednesday from 6.00pm - 9:00pm. 
 
Acolytes ( Adult Servers)  
10 September and 17 September 2022 (2 sessions)  
at St Francis Xavier, Arncliffe  
Saturday from 9.00am - 12 noon.  
 
Acolytes ( Adult Servers)  
15 October and 22 October 2022 (2 sessions)  
at Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Mt Pritchard  
Saturday from 9.00am - 12 noon.  
 
To enrol, please email Ms Patricia Marsh at  
liturgyassistant@sydneycatholic.org 
 
Limited numbers registration is essential. 

 



 
 

It’s almost tax time…. and this means it’s 
almost time for us to distribute annual tax 
receipts for giving and donations to our 
planned givers.  Receipts will be emailed to 
parishioners please ensure your email address 
is on file on your Parish census. 

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
 

Monday & Friday 8:00am  
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am  
Saturday 12 noon  

Saturday Reconciliation 
11:30am - 11:55am  

 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm  

 

 Scan the QR code to donate to support the  
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

 
St Mark’s Catholic Parish  

33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     
Tel: (02) 9181 1795    

Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Administrator:  Fr Denis Minns OP     
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP   

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your 
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on 

the pew for others to pick up.  

With COVID still circulating, our Church doors and windows 

are to remain open to provide adequate ventilation when we 
have a congregation. 
 

As winter is upon us, heating will be on for our weekend 

Masses. The heat flows from the floor vents at the side aisles.  
If you feel the cold we suggest you sit in the pews at the side 
aisle and dress appropriately.  

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES: 
We especially thank our parishioners for your 
ongoing support in what is a difficult time for 
many. Our next financial year envelopes are 
available to collect from the Church foyer after 
this weekend they a will be available from the Parish Office. 

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and 

vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:  
Nora Bateman, Tony Murphy, Milly Di Blasio,  
Lina Giannandrea, Rocco Zoccali, Meagan Ficarra,  
Patricia Ficarra, Heather Burbidge, Wendy Madden  
and Patricia Ryan.  

Remembering those who have gone before us. 

Paola Restuccia, Tracie Flannery, Frank Hanvey,  
Margaret Bridge, Michael Conaghan, Eddie Conaghan, 
Bridget Noone, Joseph Picone, Egbert Fernandez,  
Maria Abbonizio, David Roth, Gladys Waldie,  
Sister Margaret Hickey P.B.V.M, George Wohlfiel,  
Judy Saliba, Antonio Alfonzetti, Carmela Ianni, Rosario Ianni, 
Daniel Macri, Brett McIntyre and Diane McIntyre.  

Recently Deceased. Fr Kevin O’Grady, Anne Borg.  

          Eternal rest grant unto them ,  
   O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

We pray for all who have anniversaries at this time and have  

    passed recently and offer our prayers & condolences.  
               May they rest in peace.   

THE DEMPSEY MEDAL AWARD  
An Honour from the Archbishop of 

Sydney for outstanding service to the 
community has been awarded to  

Lynette Brown.  
 

Lynette has contributed to St Mark’s Parish throughout her 
life. She has been involved in the mission and ministry of 
the Parish community in manifold roles.  Lynette quietly 
and assiduously works for the benefit of others, and the 

major beneficiaries of her work have been our Parish and 
its community.  

 

Archbishop Anthony Fisher will present  
Lynette with her award at St Mary’s Cathedral  

in August.   
On behalf of the Parish community congratulations  

and thank you.  

 

        We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s 
 

Thomas Lye &  
Audrey May Cameron. 

and we congratulate their parents. 
   God bless you. 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Welcome to 2021  

 

Gospel Reflection:  Today's gospel is such a familiar one and such an enduring image that the title for the hero has passed into  
everyday use to describe a stranger who does a good turn for another. Many countries even have what is known as a ‘Good  
Samaritan Law’ that protects those who may hurt another person when they act in good faith to provide aid. 

The parable is told in response to the question, ‘And who is my neighbour?’ Anyone hearing Jesus tell the story would have  
recognised the familiar story structure – things happening in three with the most important element occurring on the third  
repetition. As three people came upon the injured man on the road, the audience would have known that the hero of the story 
would be the third one along. But, as Jesus often did with his parables, the pattern is suddenly disrupted. Rather than the hero being 
an upright, faithful Jewish person, it is none other than a Samaritan who is the one who shows mercy. Samaritans and Jews had a 
deep-seated mistrust and suspicion towards one another that went back generations. So strong was the ill-feeling between the two 
peoples that when Jesus finishes his story and asks the lawyer which man proved himself a neigbour, the lawyer cannot even say 
‘the Samaritan’ – he says ‘the one who took pity’. 
The story concludes with the instruction, ‘Go and do the same yourself’. The commandment is to act with compassion towards  
others – even those you may not like. The priority of compassion over the Law is a major theme of the gospel of Luke. It is often  
described as the gospel of compassion. The Samaritan acts with compassion, rather than out of ‘patterned’ behaviours and attitudes. 
Jesus challenges the lawyer – and us – to ‘Go and do the same’.  
 

Historical context – Priests and Levites: The priest and Levite get a pretty bad wrap out of this story. Yet, their behaviour would have 
been unremarkable to the original audience. In Jewish culture, to touch blood made a person ritually unclean and unable to  
participate in religious rites. Both characters in the story were heading towards Jerusalem – towards the Temple – to carry out their 
religious duties. To touch the bloodied man would have meant that they were unable to perform their duties. The audience would 
have expected nothing different from these two men. Their ‘crime’ was to place duty before compassion and the needs of another. 

Scriptural context – The ‘Rule of Three’: Jesus was a good storyteller. He used a lot of the ‘tricks of the trade’ of good storytellers. 
Using a rule of three remains a common device to help storytellers remember the story. (Think of the number of times fairy tales use 
this device.) In the rule of three, the third repetition of an event or action always holds the key. Jesus used this device to great effect 
in his parables because he invariably broke the rule! He used the rule to lull his audience into a predictable story and then turned 
things upside down by having the unexpected occur. 

Have you thought? Contemporary context: Being such a famous parable, it is common to see this story retold and acted out in 
‘modern’ contexts. However, such attempts invariably lead to a literal retelling of the story and an overemphasis and reinforcement 
of social prejudices. Who gets cast in the role of the Samaritan? A member of the most socially outcast and hated group in society! 
Jesus' choice of the Samaritan as the hero was not to highlight the animosity between Jews and Samaritans, but rather to confound 
the expectations and prejudices of his audience. Let's understand the story in its intended setting before we change it! 

Questions? 
Q. Why was it important that Jesus used a Samaritan as the hero of the parable?  
Q. How can familiarity with a parable like this get in the way of sound interpretation? 
Q. Where is the question of ‘Who is my neighbour?’ being ignored in the world today?  
Q. Where are you challenged to show compassion?                                                 © Greg Sunter    
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A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 
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