
About The Plenary Council and Synod in the Archdiocese of Sydney  
THE AUSTRALIAN PLENARY COUNCIL (2021-22) 

* Called by the Bishops of Australia to discern: What is God asking of us as a Church in Australia at this time? 

* Began online in 2021 with almost 300 members from around the nation reflecting on a broad range of issues in the life 

of the Church in Australia. 

* Meets in person in July 2022 to prayerfully discern their responses and to vote on a number of propositions to guide 

renewal of the Church in Australia. 

THE SYNOD OF THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH (2021-23) 

* Coincidentally in 2021, Pope Francis invited the whole Catholic Church to participate in a process leading to a 

worldwide Synod of Bishops on the theme of Synodality in Rome in October 2023. 

* A Synod is more than a series of meetings; it is not a “parliament”! It is a new way of being the Church by listening for 

the voice of the Holy Spirit in the many different voices of all the baptised, a way of journeying together to proclaim the 

Gospel in accordance with the mission of the Church. 

* The Synod process of prayer and discernment is asking: What steps does the Holy Spirit invite us to take in order to 

grow as a synodal Church? 

THE PLENARY COUNCIL AND THE SYNOD ARE COMPLEMENTARY 

* Responses from the Archdiocese of Sydney to both the Plenary process and the Synod process will be taken up into a 

National response to the Synod question. 

* The Church locally, nationally and universally is striving to read the ‘signs of the times in the light of faith’, to respond 

to the needs of society, and to make Jesus Christ known and his Gospel proclaimed ‘to the ends of the earth’. 

OUTCOMES 

Pope Francis’s hopes for the Synod are that in sharing our faith and experience of Communion, Participation and 

Mission we will listen to one another, walk, pray and discern together, and so: 

* bear stronger witness to the Church’s life as a communion in Christ 

* invite others to participate in the life of Christ in the midst of the Church; and 

* renew the Church’s mission for the sake of the world as a witness to Jesus Christ.  

Let us pray for the readiness to receive and respond to the insights of the Plenary Council in Australia and the universal 

Synod called by Pope Francis, with the confidence that Christ’s commission to make and form disciples grows in Sydney, 

with God glorified above all.                                               © Sr Jo Brady RSJ, Plenary Council /Synod Liaison Officer 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Second Reading                   Galatians 6.14-18. 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Galatians  
I carry the marks of Jesus branded on my body.   
May I never boast of anything except the Cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified 
to me, and I to the world. For neither circumcision nor  
uncircumcision is anything; but a new creation is  
everything! As for those who will follow this rule, peace be 
upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.  
From now on, let no one make trouble for me; for I carry 
the marks of Jesus branded on my body. May the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers and  
sisters. Amen.  

 

Gospel                                     Luke 10..1-12,17-20 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Your peace will find a home with those who are at peace.      
The Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on 
ahead of him in pairs to every town and place where he 
himself intended to go. He said to them, “The harvest is 
plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore ask the Lord 
of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest. Go 
on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the 
midst of wolves. Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and 
greet no one on the road. “Whatever house you enter, first 
say, ‘Peace to this house!’ And if someone of peace is 
there, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will 
return to you. Remain in the same house, eating and 
drinking whatever they provide, for the labourer deserves 
his wage. Do not move about from house to house. 
“Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, 
eat what is set before you; cure the sick who are there, 
and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to 
you.” But whenever you enter a town and its people  
welcome you, eat what is set before you; cure the sick 
who are there, and say to them. ‘The kingdom of God has 
come near you.’  “But whenever you enter a town and they 
do not welcome you, go out into the streets and say, ‘Even 
the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in 
protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God 
has come near I tell you, on that day it will be more  
tolerable for Sodom than for that town.”  
The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name 
even the demons submit to us!” Jesus said to them, “I 
watch Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning. See, 
I have given you authority to tread on snakes and  
scorpions. And over all the power of the enemy; and  
nothing will hurt you. “Nevertheless, do not rejoice this, 
that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names 
are written in heaven.”  
 

Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand 
of God the Father almighty; from there he will come to 
judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  
Amen. 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton 
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of 
the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, 

and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English 
in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 

International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

Entrance Antiphon                        Cf. Ps 47:10-11 

(All) Your merciful love, O God, we have received in the midst 
of your temple. Your praise, O God, like your name, 
reaches the ends of the earth; your right hand is filled with 
saving justice. 

Gloria       
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of 
good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you,  
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world,  
receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the  
Father, have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

First Reading                           Isaiah 66.10-14 

A reading from the f\book of the prophet Isaiah 
Jerusalem will enjoy peace, like a flowing river.   
Rejoice with Jerusalem, 
and be glad for her, 
all you who love her; 
rejoice with her in joy, 
all you who mourn over her, 
that you may nurse and be satisfied 
from her consoling breast; 
that you may drink deeply with delight 
from her glorious bosom. 
 

For thus says the Lord: 
“I will extend prosperity to her like a river, 
and the wealth of the nations like an overflowing stream; 
and you shall nurse and be carried on her arm, and dandled 
on her knees. 
As a mother comforts her child, 
so I will comfort you; 
you shall be comforted in Jerusalem. 
You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice; 
your bodies shall flourish like the grass; 
and it shall be known 
that the hand of the Lord is with his servants.”  
 

Responsorial Psalm          Psalm 66.1-3a,4-5,6-7a,16+20 (R1) 

(R.) Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
1. Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth; sing the glory of 
his name; give to him glorious praise. Say to God, “How  
awesome are your deeds!” (R.) 
 

2. “All the earth worships you; they sing praises to you, sing 
praises to your name.” Come and see what God has done:  
he is awesome in his deeds among the children of Adam.  (R.) 
 
 

3. He turned the sea into dry land; they passed through the 
river on foot. There we rejoiced in him, who rules by his might 
forever. (R.) 
 

4.Come and hear, all you who fear God, and I will tell what he 
has done for me. Blessed be God, because he has not  
rejected my prayer or removed his steadfast love from me.(R.) 

Gospel Acclamation              Colossians 3.15a, 16a 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
May the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, an the 
fullness of his message live within you.    
Alleluia! 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana. 
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal 

© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   



   

Prayers of the Faithful  
Leader: Let us bring before our Heavenly Father our needs 
and the needs of our world.                                  
 

Reader: Let us pray for peace in our world; that all peoples 
may be able to live in a society that promotes peace, justice, 
and reconciliation. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples; that we may learn from their wisdom and work for  
a sustainable future. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for the grace of forgiveness: that we will 
learn from the example of our Lord and forgive one another 
as we strive for reconciliation.  (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      

Reader: Let us pray for those members of our society who 
are homeless, lonely, ill, or separated from family and 
friends, that our Lord will strengthen them with his presence.  
(pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.   

Reader: Let us pray for all who have died, that they will rest 
in the peace of Christ and rise with him in glory. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Leader: Gracious and loving Father, hear the prayers we 
bring before you today; help us to be faithful in your service 
and to use the gifts you have given us.  
We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord.    
All: Amen. 
 

Communion Antiphon                       Ps 33:9 

(All)  Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed the man 
who seeks refuge in him. 
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St. Mark’s Parish:  
United in Baptism, Nourished by the Eucharist,  

Guided by the Holy Spirit,  
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 

Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 
Reaching Out to Those in Need,  

Journeying Together, Growing in Faith. 

‘the harvest is rich but the labourers are few ’ 
St Mark’s Parish is looking for volunteers for the 
following...  

† Minister of the Word  

† Altar Server  

† Altar Society  

† Music Ministry (Singers and/or musicians) 
 
If you wish to volunteer contact the Parish office, 
training will be provided.  
For full details visit our website  

St Maria Goretti was born in Ancona, Italy. She grew up on a 
farm with her mother and father and five brothers and sisters. In 
1902 when she was only twelve years old, she was attacked by a 
nineteen year old farm hand. She survived in hospital for two 
days, forgave her attacker, asked God to forgive him and died 
holding a crucifix and a medal of Our Lady. She later appeared 
to her attacker in a vision while he was in prison. This led to his 
conversion and he later testified at her cause for beatification.   

Gospel Reflection: Although the gospel is a report of 
ministerial commissioning, it contains elements of 
discipleship in general.  Most obvious is the disciples’ 
dependence on Jesus.  They are not independent 
missionaries; they are followers.  Furthermore, there 
is a communal dimension of discipleship.  While there 
is certainly a personal relationship between Jesus and 
each disciple, discipleship itself is not a singular 
privilege that one hugs to oneself to the exclusion of 
others. 

Disciples minister to the needs of others, whatever 
those needs may be and with whatever abilities the 
disciple may possess.  There are various kinds of 
healing: a friendly smile, a word of gratitude, a 
soothing touch.  We can teach the lessons of life in 
classrooms, in playrooms, in kitchens, in boardrooms.  
There are many ways that we can cast out the 
demons that hold our world by the throat; demons of 
poverty and oppression, demons of addiction and 
slavery, demons of disdain and neglect, demons of 
hatred and violence.  If they are not cast out by us, 
then by whom? 

The life of discipleship is not an unmixed blessing.  
Because disciples are marked by the sign of the cross, 
they must expect suffering.  Because they do not live 
according to the standards of the world, disciples will 
be judged as fools.  Some of them will be subjected 
to even greater suffering.  Still, the disciple proclaims 
that true fulfilment is only found in God!  In reality, it 
is the world that is upside down, not the life of 
discipleship.  And it is the cross that sets things right. 
© Dianne Bergant CSA 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/ministries/new-to-parish/


NATSICC Vision Statement  
The National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Catholic Council promotes and celebrates the 
cultural identity of our Peoples across the Nation 
by living and expressing, in all its endeavours, the 
spirituality of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Catholic Peoples. Through this expression and 
recognition of our cultural identity we will find our 
rightful place within the Catholic Church in 
Australia. For more information visit  
https://www.natsicc.org.au/index.html 

Acknowledgement of Country:  
The St Mark’s Catholic Parish acknowledge and pay respect to the 

Wangal clan, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional 
custodians of this land.  

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and 
relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this 

country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of 
Reconciliation. St Mark’s pays respect to elders past and present, 

and extend this respect to all Aboriginal people living in or visiting 
our Parish community.  

ABORIGINAL OUR FATHER  
You are our Father, You live in heaven,  

We talk to You.  
Father You are good.  

You are our Father, You live in heaven,  
We talk to You.  

Father You are good.  
We believe your Word, Father,  

We are Your children, give us bread today.  
We believe Your Word, Father, 

 We are Your children,  
give us bread today.  

We have done wrong,  
we are sorry,  

Teach us, Father, all about Your Word.  
We have done wrong, we are sorry,  

Teach us, Father, all about Your Word.  
Others have done wrong to us,  

And we are sorry for them, Father, today. 
Others have done wrong to us,  

And we are sorry for them, Father, today.  
Stop us from doing wrong, Father,  

Save us all from the evil one.  
Stop us from doing wrong, Father,  

Save us all from the Evil One.  
(Repeat first verse)  

© Diocese of Broome has granted permission for use of 
this prayer.  

Artwork: Mumeri was created by Dr Lisa Buxton in August 
2013 to celebrate the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney’s 
inaugural Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Mass held at  
St Mary’s Cathedral. The theme for the Mass ‘Holy Spirit in this 
Land’ was captured in the artwork through the use of Aboriginal 
and Catholic symbolism. 

ABOUT NATSICC  
The National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Catholic Council (NATSICC) is the peak advisory 
body to the Australian Catholic Bishops on issues 
relating to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Catholics. The Council was founded in 1992 and 
the Secretariat is based in Adelaide. Each State and 
Territory nominates a representative via their local 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Ministry. In 
addition to a number of initiatives aimed to 
support First Nations Catholics, NATSICC advises 
the Bishops Commission for Relations with 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Catholics. 
NATSICC is a not for profit organization that is 
funded by the Catholic Church and Caritas 
Australia’s First Nations program  

Every year on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday, Catholics from across Australia come together to 
acknowledge and celebrate the gifts of Australia’s First Peoples. This year our theme challenges us all into 
action. The Harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few. Get up! Stand up! Show up! As you celebrate this 
special day on the Liturgical Calendar, we ask you to listen to us, stand with us and walk with us on our 
journey for change. Your support is vital to help us in amplifying our messages to our leaders to generate 
meaningful change! It is our dream that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and nonIndigenous Catholics 
come together in this great Southern land as one people in Christ.  

https://www.natsicc.org.au/index.html


†Monday 4 July  - St Elizabeth of Portugal  

Because St. Elizabeth was faithful to daily Mass, she 
found strength to carry her many great crosses. And 
because her page was faithful to daily Mass, he escaped 
death.  

†Wednesday 6  July St Maria Goretti  

Maria Goretti was the third of seven children of a poor 
peasant family living near Corinaldo in the province of 
Ancona in Italy; Maria was beatified in 1927 and was 
canonized in 1950. Her mother was present at the 
ceremony, the first time this has ever happened.  

†Sunday 10 July - Apostleship of the Sea Sunday  

Sea Sunday is the day set by many Christian Churches 
to remember, celebrate, pray for seafarers and their 
families and give thanks for their lives and work. 

†Saturday 16 July - Our Lady of Mount Carmel    

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel reminds us of the importance 
of our interior lives- not only for our own salvation, 
but the salvation of souls through Christ's Church," 
said Bishop James Conley  

†Sunday 17 July  - Parish Morning Tea  

Following 9am Mass, join our Parish Pastoral Council 
for morning tea, with fundraising for Lismore floods. 
More details to come. 

†Monday 18  July  - St Mark’s Primary   

We welcome back to all our teachers and students 
Term 3 begins today.  

†Friday 22 July  - Saint Mary Magdalene  

The Lord said to Mary Magdalene: Go to my brothers 
and tell them: I am going to my Father and your Father, 
to my God and your God  

†Friday 22 July  - Confirmation  

Applications for St Mark’s Sacrament of Confirmation 
are available and close on Friday 5 August 2022.  

†Sat 23| Sun 24 July - Vinnies Winter Appeal  

Your support this Winter will help provide emergency 
accommodation, financial support, as well as material 
assistance to help families start again.  

†Sunday 24  July  - Grandparents & the Elderly   

Holy See world day for grandparents and the elderly is 
celebrated close to the liturgical memorial of Saints 
Joachim and Anne, the grandparents of Jesus.  

†Monday 25 July  - Saint James, Apostle   

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, Jesus saw James the 
son of Zebedee and John his brother mending their 
nets and he called them.  

†Tuesday 26  July  - Saints Joachim and Anne    

The Church commemorates the parents of The Blessed 
Virgin Mary.  

†Saturday 30 July - International Day of Friendship  

The International Day of Friendship was proclaimed in 
2011 by the UN General Assembly with the idea that 
friendship between peoples, countries, cultures and 
individuals can inspire peace efforts and build bridges 
between communities.  

The Assembly will take place from July 3-9. Masses 
and sessions will be live-streamed each day and people 

are invited to send messages of prayer, hope and 
support to the Members. Find the livestreaming 
schedule and the portal for sending messages 

at: www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au 
 

Prayer in support of Plenary Council members  
 

God of all blessings, you revealed in St Mary MacKillop 
a sensitivity to the rights and dignity of every person, 

regardless of race or creed.  
May we learn from her to overcome the obstacles of 
prejudice and fear. Help us to value the goodness of 

each person and all the blessings of unity in diversity.  
We ask this through the depth and unity of you, our 

bountiful God, who hold all things in being.  
Amen  

Sydney hosts 2
ND

 assembly of the Plenary Council  

http://www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au


 
 

It’s almost tax time…. and this means it’s 
almost time for us to distribute annual tax 
receipts for giving and donations to our 
planned givers.  Receipts will be emailed to 
parishioners please ensure your email address 
is on file on your Parish census. 

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
 

Monday & Friday 8:00am  
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am  
Saturday 12 noon  

Saturday Reconciliation 
11:30am - 11:55am  

 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm  

 

 Scan the QR code to donate to support the  
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

 
St Mark’s Catholic Parish  

33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     
Tel: (02) 9181 1795    

Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Administrator:  Fr Denis Minns OP     
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP   

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your 
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on 

the pew for others to pick up.  

With COVID still circulating, our Church doors and windows 

are to remain open to provide adequate ventilation when we 
have a congregation. 
 

As winter is upon us, heating will be on for our weekend 

Masses. The heat flows from the floor vents at the side aisles.  
If you feel the cold we suggest you sit in the pews at the side 
aisle and dress appropriately.  

No offertory! Our collection bowls are not passed around.  
Our Church continues with your generous donations? 

 

We have collection baskets located throughout the Church for 
your envelopes and cash, we offer tap n’ pray machines in our 

Church entrance for your cards.  
There are Green Cards Planned Giving Cards for parishioners 

to fill in for a tax deduction on their donation.  
We thank you for your kindness and donations.  
First Collection: is for the upkeep of the Priests.  

Second Collection: is for the running of the Church & Parish.  

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES: 
We especially thank our parishioners for your ongoing 
support in what is a difficult time for many.  
Our next financial year envelopes are available to collect 
from the Church foyer. 
Our parish has managed the overall impact of COVID, 
however we have seen a decline in income 
due to the loss of cash giving, in our 
collection baskets.  
Our Planned giving allows us to invest in 
our pastoral service including sacramental 
preparation, our liturgical environment and parish staff 
and maintenance. We thank you for supporting us.  

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and 

vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:  
Tony Murphy, Milly Di Blasio, Lina Giannandrea,  
Rocco Zoccali, Meagan Ficarra, Patricia Ficarra,  
Heather Burbidge, Wendy Madden and Patricia Ryan.  

Remembering those who have gone before us. 

Frank Hanvey, Margaret Bridge, Michael Conaghan,  
Eddie Conaghan, Bridget Noone, Joseph Picone,  
Egbert Fernandez, Maria Abbonizio, David Roth,  
Gladys Waldie, Sister Margaret Hickey P.B.V.M,  
George Wohlfiel, Judy Saliba, Antonio Alfonzetti,  
Carmela Ianni, Rosario Ianni, Daniel Macri, Brett McIntyre 
and Diane McIntyre.  

Recently Deceased. Fr Kevin O’Grady, Anne Borg.  

          Eternal rest grant unto them ,  
   O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

We pray for all who have anniversaries at this time and have  

    passed recently and offer our prayers & condolences.     
               May they rest in peace.   

THE DEMPSEY MEDAL AWARD  
An Honour from the Archbishop of 

Sydney for outstanding service to the 
community has been awarded to  

Lynette Brown.  
 

Lynette has contributed to St Mark’s Parish throughout 
her life. She has been involved in the mission and 

ministry of the Parish community in manifold roles.  
Lynette quietly and assiduously works for the benefit of 

others, and the major beneficiaries of her work have 
been our Parish and its community.  

 

Archbishop Anthony Fisher will present  
Lynette with her award at St Mary’s Cathedral  

in August.   
On behalf of the Parish community congratulations  

and thank you.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Welcome to 2021  

 

 

CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER  

 * Charting the future. What does the Plenary hold?   

* One giant leap. Roe v Wade overturned.   

* Faith by numbers. Latest ABS census figures.  

* Faith on the front line. Chaplains minister to troops in Ukraine.   

Gospel Reflection:  The first thing that is striking about this gospel passage is the fact that there are 72 disciples whom Jesus sends 
out on mission. We can have an image of Jesus strolling around Galilee with just a small group of followers but this passage makes 
it clear that a significant number of people were engaged in his ministry. And the gospel writer has not just made an error in nam-
ing 72 rather than the Twelve because just one chapter earlier the Twelve were sent out. This sending out to mission is a significant 
element of the gospel of Luke. The first sending of the Twelve represents the mission to the Jews – the twelve tribes of Israel are fre-
quently used symbolically to represent all of the Jewish people. The sending of the 72 then represents the mission beyond the Jewish 
people to all nations and all people. 

Another theme that is significant in the gospel of Luke is the message of hospitality. Jesus teaches on it frequently and tries to convey 
a message that the hospitality of God is available to all. In the sending of both the Twelve and the 72, Jesus tells them to take nothing 
with them for the journey. He is telling them to rely on the hospitality of strangers. If they are welcomed and shown hospitality then 
they are to bless the household and carry out their ministry. The ability to show hospitality to the messengers of God is a sign that 
the household will welcome the message of God. However, wherever they do not receive hospitality they are to leave the town, 
shaking the dust from their feet, as their ministry will not be welcomed by people who are not ready to hear it. It is an excellent 
message about not wasting your efforts in unproductive ways – not hitting your head against a brick wall!  
 

Gospel Focus – Blessing and Curse: The 72 who are sent out are given very clear instructions about how to respond when their mes-
sage is welcomed and when it is rejected, but in both cases they are to tell the town, ‘The kingdom of God is very near.’ In the case 
of a welcoming town, these words serve as a blessing, but for an unwelcoming town the same words are a threat or curse. For those 
who welcome the kingdom it will be a blessing but for others it will be a curse: changing boundaries and redistributing power; 
bringing down the mighty and lifting up the lowly. 

Living the Gospel – Discipleship: Today’s gospel passage immediately follows the passage used last week that spelt out the difficul-
ties of discipleship. Having explained how hard it is to be a disciple, Jesus sends his followers out to ‘have a go’ at being a disciple. 
When they come back successful he tells them not to be boastful or proud at their achievements but rather to be happy that their 
‘names are written in heaven’. In other words, anything they accomplished was because they were ‘known’ by God and that God 
was working through them. Disciples make themselves ‘known’ to God and God works through them to accomplish great things!  

Have you thought? – The harvest: This gospel is often used to make a point about the need for vocations to priestly and religious life. 
Jesus makes the comment that ‘the harvest is rich but the labourers are few’. This image of labourers in the harvest is often applied 
to the work of priests and other religious vocations. However apt the image may be, when we read it in the context of the whole 
passage we can see that this sending out of the 72 was a general challenge to live out the call to discipleship – to go out into the 
world and bring about the kingdom. 
Questions? 
Q. What does it mean today to say that ‘the harvest is rich but the labourers are few’?  
Q. What does it mean to offer and receive hospitality today?   
Q. When have you ever had to ‘shake the dust from your feet’ and move on? 
Q. What is it that you are being ‘sent’ to do?  
Q. How is the image of being ‘sent’ different from being ‘called’?                             © Greg Sunter    
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The Vatican reveals the official Logo of the upcoming Jubilee Year due to be held in 2025 on the theme 'Pilgrims of Hope'  
The Jubilees' importance to life of the Church: In a recent letter addressed to Archbishop 
Fisichella, Pope Francis noted that “the Jubilee has always been an event of great spiritual, 
ecclesial, and social significance in the life of the Church.” He recalled that ever since the 
year 1300, which marked the first Holy Year, "God’s holy and faithful people has 
experienced this celebration as a special gift of grace, characterized by the forgiveness of sins 
and in particular by the indulgence, which is a full expression of the mercy of God." In the 
Church, a Jubilee, or Holy Year, is a great religious event. A Jubilee is “ordinary” if it falls 
after the customary 25-year period, and “extraordinary” when it is proclaimed for some 
outstanding event. The last ordinary Jubilee took place in the year 2000 during the 
pontificate of Pope St. John Paul I.  In 2015, Pope Francis proclaimed an Extraordinary Holy 
Year of Mercy. 
Before celebrating the Holy Year 2025, Pope Francis is asking Catholics around the world to 
dedicate time in 2023 to study the documents of the Second Vatican Council. Presenting the 
official logo for the Holy Year yesterday, Archbishop Rino Fisichella also announced the 
Pope’s plan for helping Catholics prepare for the celebration: focusing on the four 
constitutions issued by Vatican II in 2023; and focusing on prayer in 2024.  
The four Vatican II constitutions are: Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy (Sacrosanctum Concilium);  
Dogmatic Constitution on the Church (Lumen Gentium); Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation (Dei Verbum);  
and Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World (Gaudium et Spes). © Vatican news 

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/


Welcome to 2021  

 
 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 
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