
  

Today we consider some of the personal difficulties we might have to face as disciples.  First, there is no part-time discipleship.  
Our commitment must be wholehearted and complete.  We must have a willing attitude that frees us interiorly from all other 
concerns so that we might be able to follow Christ regardless of our state in life or our occupation.  This attitude of commitment 
comes not merely from our own generosity of heart but from our having been transformed into Christ through faith and baptism.  
We may face conflicts when our various allegiances seem to clash.  We may have family responsibilities.  There are children to 
raise, elderly parents or infirm relatives to care for.  What does discipleship require of us?  We all must earn a living.  Are we 
expected to leave our employment to follow Jesus?  And if so, what then will we do?  All disciples must face the interior struggle 
caused by the conflict of legitimate responsibilities.  
The freedom of which Paul speaks comes with genuine love.  If, out of love, we can negotiate successfully these conflicts caused 
by competing responsibilities, without compromising our total commitment to Christ, we will find a new kind freedom.  This is the 
freedom that enables us to be faithful to both sets of responsibilities according to the proper priority.  We will see that 
commitment to Christ is primary and the circumstances of our lives with the accompanying responsibilities set the parameters 
within which we live out our commitment.  It is not in opposition with these responsibilities or despite them, but by means of or 
through them that we live out our discipleship.                                               © Dianne Bergant CSA 
Dianne Bergant CSA was a Professor of Biblical Studies at Catholic Theological Union in Chicago, where she taught from 1978 to 2014. She holds a BS in Elementary 
Education from Marian College, Fond du Lac, WI; an MA and PhD in Biblical Languages and Literature from St Louis University. Amongst other things, she served as 
President of Catholic Biblical Association of America (2000-2001) and has been awarded honorary doctorates from several other universities. She was an active 
member of the Chicago Catholic/Jewish Scholars Dialogue (1988-2017) and sat on the editorial boards of The Bible Today (1979-2005), Biblical Theology 
Bulletin (1990-2014), Catholic Biblical Quarterly (1992-2001), New Theology Review (1997-2003), Teaching Theology and Religion (2003-2005), and Chicago Studies 
(2003-2009). She has taught and lectured in many places in the United States and abroad and has written numerous books, articles and chapters in books. 

 

This Sunday envelopes are available for the Annual Holy 
Father’s Appeal in the Church foyer.  

 
This appeal is a reminder that we belong to a larger family 
that should care for all its members, not just a select few.  

Pope Francis through his global charitable causes teaches us 
that to give is a privilege, a gift that has both the power to lift 

our spirits and change lives for the better.  
 

SUNDAY JUNE 26TH  
CELEBRATE THE EUCHARIST WITH YOUR FAMILY 

Join us for 10:30am Mass in St Mary’s Cathedral with a special 
blessing of families by Archbishop Fisher. 
Stay on afterward for a ‘festival of families’ with food, coffee, 
stalls, activities for children, live music and lucky draw 
Schedule: 
10:30am Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral Sydney 
11:30am Festival Commences 
12:30pm Lucky draw 
1:30pm Festival ends 

Holy Father’s Appeal  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 Second Reading                  Galatians 5.1,13-18  

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Galatians  
You were called to freedom.   
For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, 
and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. For you 
were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not 
use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, 
but through love become slaves to one another. 
 

For the whole law is summed up in a single  
commandment, “You shall love your neighbour as  
yourself.” If, however, you bite and devour one another, 
take care that you are not consumed by one another. 
 

Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of 
the flesh. For what the flesh desires is opposed to the 
Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; 
for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from 
doing what you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you 
are not subject to the law.  

 

 

Gospel                                         Luke 9.51-62 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Jesus set his face resolutely toward Jerusalem.     
When the days drew near for him to be taken up, Jesus 
set his face to go to Jerusalem. 
 

And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they 
entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for  
Jesus; but the Samaritans did not receive him, because 
his face was set toward Jerusalem. 
 

When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, 
“Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from 
heaven and consume them?” But Jesus turned and  
rebuked them. Then they went on to another village. 
 

As they were going along the road, someone said to him, 
“I will follow you wherever you go.” And Jesus said to him, 
“Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the 
Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 
 

To another Jesus said, “Follow me.” But he replied, “Lord, 
first let me go and bury my father.” But Jesus said to him, 
“Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and 
proclaim the kingdom of God.” 
 

Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand 
of God the Father almighty; from there he will come to 
judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  
Amen. 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton 
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of 
the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, 

and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English 
in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 

International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

Entrance Antiphon                            Ps 46:2

(All) All peoples, clap your hands. Cry to God with shouts of 
joy! 

Gloria       
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of 
good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you,  
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world,  
receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the 
Father, have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

First Reading                       1 Kings 19:16b. 19-21 

A reading from the first book of Kings 
Elisha set out, followed Elijah, serving him.   
The Lord spoke to the Prophet Elijah and said, “You shall 
anoint Elisha, son of Shaphat, as Prophet in your place.” 
 

So Elijah set out from there, and found Elisha, who was 
ploughing. There were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, 
and he was with the twelfth. 
 

Elijah passed by Elisha and threw his mantle over him. Elisha 
left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, “Let me kiss my father 
and my mother, and then I will follow you.” 
 

Then Elijah said to him, “Go back again; for what have I done 
to you?” Elisha returned from following Elijah, took the yoke 
of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the equipment from the 
oxen, he boiled their flesh, and gave it to the people, and 
they ate. Then Elisha set out and followed Elijah, and  
became his servant.  
 

Responsorial Psalm          Psalm 16.1-2+5,7-8,9-10,11 (R.5) 

(R.) You are my inheritance, O Lord 
1. Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge. I say to the 
Lord, “You are my Lord; I have no good apart from you.”  
The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot. 
(R.) 
 

2. I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; in the night also 
my heart instructs me. I keep the Lord always before me; 
because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. (R.) 
 
 

3. Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; my body 
also rests secure. For you do not give me up to Sheol, or let 
your faithful one see the Pit. (R.) 
 

4. You show me the path of life. In your presence there is 
fullness of joy; in your right hand are pleasures  
forevermore.  (R.) 

Gospel Acclamation           1 Samuel 3.9; John 6.69b 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Speak, O Lord, your servant is listening; you have 
the words of everlasting life.   
Alleluia! 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana. 
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal 

© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

St. Mark’s Parish:  
United in Baptism, Nourished by the Eucharist,  

Guided by the Holy Spirit,  
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 

Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 
Reaching Out to Those in Need,  

Journeying Together,  
Growing in Faith. 



  
  

Prayers of the Faithful  
Leader: With trust in the loving mercy of our God, let us pray 
for our needs and the needs of the world.                                 
 

Reader: We pray that we may be stirred to generous  
compassion for the poor in our midst.  (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: We pray for all families, that they may bear witness 
to your presence in their lives and to the love with which 
Christ loves his Church. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 
 

Reader: We pray that all people who seek reconciliation 
might know the joy of peace in Christ. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      

Reader: We pray for those who are sick, that the Lord may 
give them patience, courage, and healing. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.   

Reader: We pray for those who have died, that the Lord will 
receive them into a place of joy and peace. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Leader: Heavenly Father, hear the prayers we bring before 
you in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord.   
All: Amen. 
 

Communion Antiphon                       Cf. Ps 102:1

(All)  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all within me, his holy 
name. 

 
COLLECT FROM THE CHURCH FOYER:  

 

• World meeting of Families Guidebook. 
 

• Children’s Pilgrimage Passport. 
 

• Enthronement of The Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
Enthronement Ceremony in 12 steps flyer. 

Blessings to all our students  
and their families at the  

end of Term 2  
 
 

We thank you Lord, for this term.  
For the challenges, for the successes,  

and the mistakes from which we have learnt. 
 

Be with us as we spend our time with family and friends. 
Give us strength and courage to do what is right:  

to be witnesses of our faith.  
 

Help us to be a practical Catholics these holidays,  
to appreciate what others do for us,  

to give time and effort to help others.  
 

To be peacemakers in our family.  
Keep us safe in our activities; and in our community   

give us good rest and good fun.  
Bring us back refreshed  

and ready for a new term. 
  

We thank you for our classmates, 
teachers, parents and the community that cares for us.  

 

May we always be conscious of you in our lives.  
Amen  

Heavenly Father,  
We come before You to praise You  

and to thank You for the great gift of the family.  
We pray to You for all families  

consecrated by the Sacrament of Matrimony.  
May they rediscover each day the grace they have received,  

and as small domestic Churches,  
may they know how to witness to Your presence  

and to the love with which Christ loves the Church.  
We pray to You for all families faced with  
difficulty and suffering caused by illness  

or circumstances of which only You know.  
Sustain them and make them aware  

of the path to holiness upon which You call them,  
so that they might experience Your infinite mercy  

and find new ways to grow in love.  
We pray to You for children and young people:  
may they encounter You and respond joyfully  

to the vocation You have in mind for them;  
We pray for parents and grandparents: may they be aware  

that they are signs of the fatherhood  
and motherhood of God  

in caring for the children who, in body and spirit,  
You entrust to them;  

and for the experience of fraternity that the family  
can give to the world  

Lord, grant that each family  
might live their specific vocation to holiness in the Church  

as a call to become missionary disciples,  
in the service of life and peace,  

in communion with our priests, religious 
and all vocations in the Church.  

    V I N N I E S  W I N T E R  A P P E A L — 2 3  |  24  J U LY  2 0 2 2   

Official Prayer For The  
World Meeting of Families 2022 



St Mark’s First Holy Communion 

Harry C Charlie B Francesc A Isla C 

Zara D Alessio C Kaja B Max D 

Anthony D Emily E Maya B Juliette D 

Jake H Ashton G Oliver B Alexandra E 

Claudia H Alexia G George C Isabelle K 

Ava M Amelia G Cristian D Giuseppe L 

Mia S Lukas K Will H Alexandra M 

Sophie T Jake L Sam K Owen P 

Ella V Max S Hubert S Elisabeth S 

Lucy W Charlotte W Paolo T Dane S 

May you always 
know the peace of  

Jesus,  
the light of  
His love,  

and the joy of 
His life  
within you.  

St Peter and St Paul  were two great leaders of the early 
church. Peter was a fisherman whose original name 
was Simon. Jesus called him and his brother Andrew to 
be ‘fishers of men’. St Peter was the leader of the 
apostles, selected by Jesus to be “the rock’ upon which 
the early Church was built. The Gospel accordingly to 
Mark is believed to be based on Peter’s teachings.  
 

St Paul was originally named Saul, a man who 
persecuted the early Christians. On the road to 
Damascus, Saul had a vision of Jesus, who told him to 
become a Christian and preach to the gentiles. St Paul 
became a tireless missionary whose ideas and thoughts 
made an enormous impact on the early church. 
Traditionally, both Peter and Paul were persecuted and 
executed by the Roman Emperor Nero, and their 
remains are believed to be buried at the Vatican.  



We can help you grow 
strength and diversity in 
your community.  
Free webinar 30 June 2022. 
Since 1961 Palms Australia has prepared individuals and 
organisations to work effectively in culturally diverse 
environments and situations.   
 

Drawing on our experience we offer the Neighbours 
Without Borders 3-day residential cross-cultural training 
for advocates and leaders seeking to enrich their 
community by engaging the diversity of their people.   
 

In today’s world a community without diverse inputs 
struggles to find solutions to evolving issues.   
Participants in the course will be guided to ascertain, 
analyse, and act on the opportunities for their community 
to achieve the potential diversity provides to grow  greater 
capacity. 
You can learn more, including some practical and 
conceptual tools, at a free webinar at 5.30pm AEST on 
Thursday 30 June 2022.  Register here. 

St Mark’s Parish 

PARISHIONER ASSISTANCE:  
Our Parish Centre lift requires a service and the 
company that the parish has been using is no longer 
open, due to COVID they have closed their doors.  
 
Do you know of a service provider or family member 
or friend that may be able to assist? If so please 
contact the Parish office.  
Until our lift is serviced it is out of order when 
visiting the Parish Centre.  

†Wednesday 29 June - Sts Peter & Paul, Apostles 

Peter the Apostle, and Paul the teacher of the Gentiles, 
these have taught us your law, O Lord. Mass at 7:30am 

†Sunday 3 July Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander  

National Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Sunday 
NATSICC 2022 will be celebrated during this  week. 

†Monday 4 July  - St Elizabeth of Portugal  

Because St. Elizabeth was faithful to daily Mass, she 
found strength to carry her many great crosses. And 
because her page was faithful to daily Mass, he escaped 
death.  

†Wednesday 6  July St Maria Goretti  

Maria Goretti was the third of seven children of a poor 
peasant family living near Corinaldo in the province of 
Ancona in Italy; Maria was beatified in 1927 and was 
canonized in 1950. Her mother was present at the 
ceremony, the first time this has ever happened.  

†Sunday 17 July  - Parish Morning Tea  

Following 9am Mass, join our Parish Pastoral Council 
for morning tea, with fundraising for Lismore floods. 
More details to come. 

†Friday 22 July  - Saint Mary Magdalene  

The Lord said to Mary Magdalene: Go to my brothers 
and tell them: I am going to my Father and your Father, 
to my God and your God  

†Friday 22 July  - Confirmation  

Applications for St Mark’s Sacrament of Confirmation 
are available and close on Friday 5 August 2022.  

†Sat 23| Sun 24 July - Vinnies Winter Appeal  

Your support this Winter will help provide emergency 
accommodation, financial support, as well as material 
assistance to help families start again.  

†Sunday 24  July  - Grandparents & the Elderly   

Holy See world day for grandparents and the elderly is 
celebrated close to the liturgical memorial of Saints 
Joachim and Anne, the grandparents of Jesus.  

†Monday 25 July  - Saint James, Apostle   

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, Jesus saw James the 
son of Zebedee and John his brother mending their 
nets and he called them.  

The 2nd Assembly of the 5th Plenary Council of 
Australia meets from 3-9 July in Sydney to discern 

responses and vote on propositions to guide renewal of 
the Church in Australia. Members will make their final 

responses to the question:  
What is God asking of us as a Church in Australia at 

this time?  
 

We pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance and grace for 
the Members who will gather and also for ourselves 
and the Church, that we may have the courage to 

follow where God is leading us.  
 

Prayer in support of Plenary Council members 
God of all blessings, you revealed in St Mary MacKillop 
a sensitivity to the rights and dignity of every person, 

regardless of race or creed.  
May we learn from her to overcome the obstacles of 
prejudice and fear. Help us to value the goodness of 

each person and all the blessings of unity in diversity.  
We ask this through the depth and unity of you, our 

bountiful God, who hold all things in being.  
Amen  

A message from Aid to the Church 
in Need Australia:  
In 2021 alone, 565,000 religious 
books were produced and 

distributed with the help of ACN. Often in poor countries, 
the child's Bible is the first book that children receive in 
their own language and frequently it is the only picture 
book that the little ones can get hold of in their entire 
lives. Can you donate to help us continue this important 
work in distributing religious books throughout the 
world? Visit www.aidtochurch.org/bibles 

https://palms.org.au/neighbours-without-borders/
https://palms.org.au/neighbours-without-borders/
https://palms.org.au/neighbours-without-borders/approach-and-methodology/
https://palms.org.au/neighbours-without-borders/approach-and-methodology/
https://palms.org.au/event/nwb-free-introductory-seminar-pm/
http://www.aidtochurch.org/bibles


 
 

It’s almost tax time…. and this means it’s 
almost time for us to distribute annual tax 
receipts for giving and donations to our 
planned givers.  Receipts will be emailed to 
parishioners please ensure your email address 
is on file on your Parish census. 

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
 

Monday & Friday 8:00am  
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am  
Saturday 12 noon  

Saturday Reconciliation 
11:30am - 11:55am  

 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm  

 

 Scan the QR code to donate to support the  
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

 
St Mark’s Catholic Parish  

33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     
Tel: (02) 9181 1795    

Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Administrator:  Fr Denis Minns OP     
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP   

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your 
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on 

the pew for others to pick up.  

With COVID still circulating, our Church doors and windows 

are to remain open to provide adequate ventilation when we 
have a congregation. 
 

As winter is upon us, heating will be on for our weekend 

Masses. The heat flows from the floor vents at the side aisles.  
If you feel the cold we suggest you sit in the pews at the side 
aisle and dress appropriately.  

No offertory! Our collection bowls are not passed around.  
Our Church continues with your generous donations? 

 

We have collection baskets located throughout the Church for 
your envelopes and cash, we offer tap n’ pray machines in our 

Church entrance for your cards.  
There are Green Cards Planned Giving Cards for parishioners 

to fill in for a tax deduction on their donation.  
We thank you for your kindness and donations.  
First Collection: is for the upkeep of the Priests.  

Second Collection: is for the running of the Church & Parish.  

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES: 
We especially thank our parishioners for your ongoing 
support in what is a difficult time for many.  
 

Our next financial year envelopes are available to collect 
from the Church foyer. 
 

Our parish has managed the overall impact of COVID, 
however we have seen a decline in income due to the 
loss of cash giving, in our collection baskets.  
 

Our Planned giving allows us to 
invest in our pastoral service 
including sacramental preparation, 
our liturgical environment and 
parish staff and maintenance. 
                       
We thank you for supporting us.  

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and 

vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:  
Tony Murphy, Milly Di Blasio, Lina Giannandrea,  
Rocco Zoccali, Meagan Ficarra, Patricia Ficarra,  
Heather Burbidge, Wendy Madden and Patricia Ryan.  

Remembering those who have gone before us. 

Joseph Picone, Egbert Fernandez, Maria Abbonizio,  
David Roth, Gladys Waldie, Sister Margaret Hickey P.B.V.M, 
George Wohlfiel, Judy Saliba, Antonio Alfonzetti,  
Carmela Ianni, Rosario Ianni, Daniel Macri, Brett McIntyre 
and Diane McIntyre.  

Recently Deceased. Anne Borg.  

          Eternal rest grant unto them ,  
   O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

We pray for all who have anniversaries at this time and have  

    passed recently and offer our prayers & condolences.     
               May they rest in peace.   

 

        We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s 
 

Julian Cappelli &  
Roman Abraham Chay. 

and we congratulate their parents. 
   God bless you. 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Welcome to 2021  

 

 

CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER  

 * They Come to Him. 13,000 attend Corpus Christi.  

* United in Faith. Archbishop addresses US Bishops.  

* Friends, a home and acceptance. Discover David ’s Place.  

* God, Science and the Jesuits.   

Gospel Reflection:  This passage marks a turning point in the gospel of Luke. It is the commencement of Jesus’ journey towards  
Jerusalem and we are told that he resolutely takes that road (or in some translations, he resolutely ‘sets his face’ towards Jerusalem). 
Earlier in this chapter, we have heard Peter’s confession of faith, seen the Transfiguration and heard Jesus predict his death. Today’s 
passage begins the second half of the gospel of Luke and it is clear from this point forward that there is no turning back for Jesus. 

This passage is a difficult one on first reading; the second half of it seems to paint a picture of an unsympathetic and  
uncompromising Jesus. However, in the light of its positioning as the beginning of the second half of the gospel – the beginning of 
the end – it takes on more significance. Firstly, the incident of rejection in  
Samaria allows Jesus to make very clear that he will never resort to violence as a 
solution to any problem. The reaction of the disciples seems a bit extreme as a 
response to an inhospitable action!  
Jesus’ rebuke to them reminds us that what he has offered all along is an  
invitation that was open to all – if some don’t accept the invitation you can’t call 
fire down on them from above! 

The three vignettes make plain the urgency and demanding nature of Jesus’  
mission. He and his followers are constantly on the move and have no room for 
comforts and cosy beds. The second and third pieces contrast directly with the 
story from today’s first reading. The message of Jesus is that the work of the 
Kingdom is even more important than duty to family and duty to the dead. Once he has set his face towards Jerusalem and his own 
death, there is no turning back – he is absolutely committed to his mission. 
 

Scriptural context – Hard sayings: Today’s gospel can be seen as falling into a category of gospel passages that are often referred to 
as the ‘hard sayings’ of Jesus. These hard sayings are often confronting and even offensive to the audience – particularly a modern 
one. The harshness of the language and sentiment seems to jar with our image of the compassionate Jesus. Yet, these challenging 
teachings remind us of the hard edge that is contained within Christian beliefs and teachings. They call for strength in the face of 
overwhelming odds and commitment even in the face of custom and family loyalties  

Historical Context – Q: The three short sayings that make up the second half of today’s gospel also appear in the gospel of Matthew 
and in the non-canonical gospel of Thomas. All three of these texts used a collection of sayings of Jesus as a source for their writing. 
This source is known simply by the German word for source, Quelle, or more commonly by the letter Q. The existence of the  
sayings gospel of Q has been deduced by use of source criticism, which seeks to better understand a text by understanding the 
sources used in its construction  

Have you thought? – No looking back: ‘Once the hand is laid on the plough, no one who looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.’ 
This seemingly uncompromising position by Jesus is a call to set our eyes clearly on the establishment of the Kingdom. If we look 
back – if we have doubts and want to return to the world of comfort and injustice – then we are not yet ready for the difficulties of 
bringing about the Kingdom of God. It reminds us that although God invites us all to enter into the Kingdom, we have to make  
ourselves ready in our own hearts and minds to want to be part of the Kingdom. 
Questions? 
Q. What was your immediate reaction to hearing/reading today’s gospel?  
Q. Why might the gospel writer have incorporated these difficult sayings of Jesus?  
Q. How do you think the three would-be followers reacted to Jesus’ words?  
Q. Why might Jesus have felt such urgency about the Kingdom?  
Q. When have you ever felt a similar passion, commitment and urgency?                            © Greg Sunter    

$2 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE  

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/


Welcome to 2021  

 
 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

