The feeding of the five thousand in today’s Gospel is one of those anticipatory sharings in the heavenly banquet of the age to
come.
We say this feeding is miraculous, and it was. A major part of the miracle is in the transformation of the Twelve. Our Lord did not
personally feed the five thousand. He required his followers to get involved in alleviating hunger: ‘You give them something to
eat,’ rather than leaving the crowd to fend for themselves, or resort to market economics. When they shared the food he had
blessed, the miracle of the hospitality of God was multiplied throughout the crowd – extravagantly.
And so Our Lord gave his followers and the crowd a real taste of the future generosity of God in the heavenly banquet. But, it
would not have happened had the inner groups of disciples not shared Jesus’ vision and got involved in what seemed to be an
impossible task.
The Last Supper was the greatest anticipatory meal which Our Lord shared with his disciples. And, at Mass, we are eating and
drinking the glorified humanity of our Risen Lord Jesus Christ: the life of the future.
We could pause for a moment to identify the myriad of hungers in this world and resolve to fulfil Our Lord's Command: ‘You give
them something to eat’! so that Divine Generosity might transform human history.
© Fr Michael Tate

The Eucharist, meaning ‘thanksgiving’, is the central act of worship of the Church. It may also be referred to as ‘Mass’ or the ‘Lord’s
Supper’. This primary sacrament is the action of Christ and of the people of God, his body, who offer praise and thanksgiving to the
Father. In return, the Father makes the whole world holy in Christ. The Eucharist is a many faceted celebration. It is a memorial of
Christ’s death and resurrection and a pledge of future glory. It is a sacrament of love and a sign of unity. It is a paschal banquet and a
source of unending grace. Ultimately, it is the summit and source of the Christian life.
In the celebration of Eucharist, the Church’s desire to become more like Christ is strengthened. Through signs, symbols, actions, song,
prayers and the Word of God, the Church makes present the mystery of God’s saving work in Christ. By recalling Christ’s
unconditional sacrificial love, Christians are more closely united to Christ and each other, and renewed in their daily endeavour to
live life in the service of others. The Eucharist has a four part structure: The Introductory Rites, The Liturgy of the Word, The Liturgy
of the Eucharist and the Concluding Rites. The Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist are central and intimately
connected, forming one act of worship. Christ is truly present in the people gathered, the presiding priest, the Word and the
Eucharistic species. A variety of ministries, under the leadership of the priest, serve the people’s prayer and enable an ordered and
effective celebration of the liturgy.
It is the joy and duty of Christians everywhere to gather in the Lord’s name to celebrate the Eucharist, especially on Sundays and holy
days. The liturgical celebrations are arranged to enable active and full participation, foster faith and respond to spiritual needs. This is
achieved by those present offering praise and thanksgiving in word and song, responding and listening to the Word of God and being
nourished by the Bread of life. In the Eucharist, the Church also seeks God’s grace and mercy and makes intercession for the world,
especially for those in need.

Second Reading
Entrance Antiphon

Cf. Ps 80:17

(All) He fed them with the finest wheat, alleluia and satisfied
them with honey from the rock.

Gloria

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of
good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you,
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the
Father, have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

First Reading
A reading from the book of Genesis..

Gospel Acclamation

John 6.51

Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the living bread from heaven, says the Lord;
whoever eats this bread will live forever.
Alleluia!

Genesis 14.18-20

Melchizedek brought bread and wine

When Abram heard that his nephew, Lot,
had been taken captive, he led forth his trained men,
and routed the abductors.
After Abram’s return
King Melchizedek of Salem brought out bread and wine;
he was priest of God Most High.
He blessed Abram and said,
“Blessed be Abram by God Most High,
maker of heaven and earth; and blessed be God Most High,
who has delivered your enemies into your hand!”
And Abram gave him one tenth of everything.
Responsorial Psalm

1 Corinthians 11.23-26

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Corinthians..
As often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes..
Beloved, I received from the Lord what I also handed on to
you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was
betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
In the same way he took the cup also, after supper,
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Psalm 110.1,2,3,4, (R.4)

(R.) You are a priest for ever, in the line of Melchizedek
1. The Lord says to my lord, “Sit at my right hand until I make
your enemies your footstool” (R.)
2. The Lord sends out from Zion your mighty sceptre.
Rule in the midst of your foes. (R.)
3. Your people will offer themselves willingly on the day you
lead your forces on the holy mountains. From the womb of
the morning, like dew, your youth will come to you. (R.)
4. The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind,
“You are a priest forever according to the order of
Melchizedek.” (R.)

The Holy Eucharist
Hail our Saviour’s glorious Body,
Which his Virgin Mother bore;
Hail the Blood which, shed for sinners,
Did a broken world restore;
Hail the sacrament most holy,
Flesh and Blood of Christ adore!
Come, adore this wondrous presence;
Bow to Christ, the source of grace!
Here is kept the ancient promise
Of God’s earthly dwelling-place!
Sight is blind before God’s glory,
Faith alone may see his face!

Gospel

Luke 9.11b-17

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.

All ate and were filled.
Jesus spoke to the crowds about the kingdom of God, and
healed those who needed to be cured.
The day was drawing to a close, and the twelve came to
him and said, “Send the crowd away, so that they may go
into the surrounding villages and countryside, to lodge and
get provisions; for we are here in a deserted place.”
But Jesus said to them, “You give them something to eat.”
They said, “We have no more than five loaves and two
fish - unless we are to go and buy food for all these
people.” For there were about five thousand men.
And Jesus said to his disciples, “Make the people sit down
in groups of about fifty each.” They did so and made them
all sit down. And taking the five loaves and the two fish, he
looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke them, and
gave them to the disciples to set before the crowd. And all
ate and were filled. What was left over was gathered up,
twelve baskets of broken pieces.

Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,
his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand
of God the Father almighty; from there he will come to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.
Amen.

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of
the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries,
and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English
in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010
International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.
! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana.
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal
© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.

Prayers of the Faithful
Leader: In the name of our Lord Jesus, let us call upon the
one who satisfies all our needs.
Reader: We pray for the church scattered throughout the
world, that united in the one bread and one cup of the
Eucharist, it might proclaim the death resurrection and ascension of our Lord. (pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for all who are hungry. May we share
generously with them out of our abundance. (pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray that those who receive the Body and Blood
of Christ for the first time this weekend will grow closer to
him. May they be nourished by this Sacrament today and all
the days of their lives (pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for those who have gone before us in faith.
May they know the joy of Christ’s presence at the heavenly
banquet. (pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: Heavenly Father, hear the prayers we bring to you
this day and strengthen us to do your will in our lives. We ask
this through Christ our Lord
All: Amen.

Communion Antiphon
Jn 6:57
(All) Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in
me and I in him, says the Lord.

The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ is also
known as the Solemnity of Corpus Christi, which translates from
Latin to "Body of Christ." This feast originated in France in the
midthirteenth century and was extended to the whole Church by
Pope Urban IV in 1264. This feast is celebrated on the Thursday
following the Trinity Sunday or, on the Sunday following that
feast. This feast calls us to focus on two manifestations of the
Body of Christ, the Holy Eucharist and the Church. The primary
purpose of this feast is to focus our attention on the Eucharist.
The opening prayer at Mass calls our attention to Jesus' suffering
and death and our worship of Him, especially in the Eucharist.
At every Mass our attention is called to the Eucharist and the
Real Presence of Christ in it. The secondary focus of this feast is
upon the Body of Christ as it is present in the Church. The
Church is called the Body of Christ because of the intimate
communion which Jesus shares with his disciples. He expresses
this in the gospels by using the metaphor of a body in which He
is the head. This image helps keep in focus both the unity and
the diversity of the Church.
The Feast of Corpus Christi is commonly used as an opportunity
for public Eucharistic processions, which serves as a sign of
common faith and adoration. Our worship of Jesus in His Body
and Blood calls us to offer to God our Father a pledge of
undivided love and an offering of ourselves to the service of
others. © CNA

John the Baptist spent his adult life preparing the way for Jesus,
and proclaiming that “the Kingdom of Heaven is close at hand.”
He was born to Zachary and Elizabeth, an elderly married
couple. The Angel Gabriel had visited Zachary and told him that
his wife would bear a child, even though she was already past
the child-bearing age.
Elizabeth was Mary’s cousin and Zachary was a priest of the
Temple in Jerusalem. As a baby in the womb, John recognized
Jesus’ presence in Mary’s womb when Mary visited Elizabeth
soon after the Annunciation. Both women were pregnant at the
same time.
John was probably born at Ain-Karim, which is southwest of
Jerusalem. As a young adult, he lived as a hermit in the desert of
Judea until about A.D. 27. When he was 30, he began to preach
on the banks of the Jordan, calling for repentance and baptizing
people in the river waters. When Jesus came to John to be
baptized, John recognized Jesus as the Messiah and baptized
Him, saying: “It is I who need baptism from you.”
John continued to preach after Jesus was baptized, but was
imprisoned not long after by Herod Antipas, after he denounced
the king’s adulterous marriage with Herodias, wife of his halfbrother Philip. John was beheaded at the request of Salome,
daughter of Herodias. Many came to know Jesus through John,
namely the Apostles Andrew and John.

COLLECT FROM THE
CHURCH FOYER:
• World meeting of

Families Guidebook.
• Children’s Pilgrimage

Passport.
• Enthronement of The

Sacred Heart of Jesus.
Enthronement
Ceremony in 12 steps
flyer.
Friday Parish Mass
Parish Mass will be
celebrated for families
8:00am 24th June.

†Friday 24 June - The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
The designs of his Heart are from age to age, to
rescue their souls from death, and to keep them alive
in famine.

†Friday 24 June - St Mark’s CWL Meeting
Our next CWL meeting will be held, starting with a
bring your own lite lunch from 11:30am before our
meeting at 1:00pm. Upstairs in the Parish Centre.

†Saturday 25 June - Nativity of Saint John the Baptist
A man was sent from God, whose name was John.
He came to testify to the light, to prepare a people fit
for the Lord.

†Sunday 26 June - Holy Father Appeal
Our Parish in union with all parishes around the
world, will hold this appeal to help Pope Francis
bring hope, faith and the spirit of Christ to the less
fortunate around the world.

†Wednesday 29 June - Sts Peter & Paul
Peter the Apostle, and Paul the teacher of the Gentiles,
these have taught us your law, O Lord.

†Sunday 3 July Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander
National Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Sunday
NATSICC 2022 will be celebrated during this week.

Permanent part-time role available
St Mark’s Primary School, Drummoyne

Days and hours

• 20-hours each fortnight
• Shifts are between 8.20am-9.20am
and 2.45pm-3.45pm
• Work Monday to Friday during school terms

Apply today
For further information, contact:
Lisa Schreiber
e: lisa.schreiber@transport.nsw.gov.au
p: (02) 9983 3823

†Monday 4 July - St Elizabeth of Portugal
Because St. Elizabeth was faithful to daily Mass, she
found strength to carry her many great crosses. And
because her page was faithful to daily Mass, he
escaped death.

†Wednesday 6 July St Maria Goretti
Maria Goretti was the third of seven children of a
poor peasant family living near Corinaldo in the
province of Ancona in Italy; Maria was beatified in
1927 and was canonized in 1950. Her mother was
present at the ceremony, the first time this has ever
happened.

†Sunday 17 July - Parish Morning Tea
Following 9am Mass, join our Parish Pastoral Council
for morning tea, with fundraising for Lismore floods.
More details to come.

†Friday 22 July - Saint Mary Magdalene
The Lord said to Mary Magdalene: Go to my brothers
and tell them: I am going to my Father and your
Father, to my God and your God

†Monday 25 July - Saint James, Apostle
As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, Jesus saw James
the son of Zebedee and John his brother
mending their nets and he called them.

Sydney Homeless Memorial Service
Led by the End Street Sleeping Collaboration

Commemorating all individuals who have died while
experiencing homelessness in the past year.
Tuesday 21 June, 6:00pm
St Mary’s Cathedral Square,
College Street

School Reference from the Parish.
If you require a high school reference from Fr Denis, please submit
to the parish office the following:
† The relevant part of the School Nomination Form to be filled out

by the Parish Priest with details - such as the name of your
child, start year for the high school, Parish and Parish Priest;
† A photo of your child who is being nominated, with the other

members of the family, if possible (family photo);
† One-page biography of family’s major involvements and

commitments in the life of the parish, past and present, include
your Parish Planned Giving number and ensure your family is
registered on the Parish census.
† Other relevant information, e.g. volunteer roles at the Parish,

ministry service and other financial commitments to the Parish.
† A stamped, pre-addressed envelope addressed to the school,

unless the application is to be emailed.
The Parish Priest Reference is sent directly to the high school.
Thank you

PARISHIONER ASSISTANCE:
Our Parish Centre lift requires a service and the company
that the parish has been using is no longer open, due to
COVID they have closed their doors.
Do you know of a service provider or family member or
friend that may be able to assist? If so please contact the
Parish office.
Until our lift is serviced it is out of order when visiting the
Parish Centre.

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses
Monday & Friday 8:00am
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am
Wednesday 7:30am
Saturday 12 noon
Saturday Reconciliation
11:30am - 11:55am
Saturday Vigil 5:30pm
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm
Scan the QR code to donate to support the
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and
vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:
Milly Di Blasio, Lina Giannandrea, Rocco Zoccali,
Meagan Ficarra, Patricia Ficarra, Heather Burbidge,
Wendy Madden and Patricia Ryan.

With COVID still circulating, our Church doors and windows
are to remain open to provide adequate ventilation when we
have a congregation.

Remembering those who have gone before us.
Maria Abbonizio, David Roth, Gladys Waldie,
Sister Margaret Hickey P.B.V.M, George Wohlfiel,
Judy Saliba, Antonio Alfonzetti, Carmela Ianni,
Rosario Ianni, Daniel Macri, Brett McIntyre, Diane
McIntyre, Santina Macaluco, and Natalina Giunta,

As winter is upon us, heating will be on for our weekend
Masses. The heat flows from the floor vents at the side aisles.
If you feel the cold we suggest you sit in the pews at the side
aisle and dress appropriately.

We pray for all who have anniversaries at this time and have
passed recently and offer our prayers & condolences.
May they rest in peace.

It’s almost tax time…. and this means it’s
almost time for us to distribute annual tax
receipts for giving and donations to our
planned givers. Receipts will be emailed to
parishioners please ensure your email address
is on file on your Parish census.
PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES:
We especially thank our parishioners for your ongoing
support in what is a difficult time for many.
Our next financial year envelopes are available to collect
from the Church foyer.
Our parish has managed the overall impact of COVID,
however we have seen a decline in income due to the
loss of cash giving, in our collection baskets.
Our Planned giving allows us to invest in our pastoral
service including sacramental preparation, our liturgical
environment and parish staff and maintenance.
We thank you for supporting us.

No offertory! Our collection bowls are not passed around.
Our Church continues with your generous donations?
We have collection baskets located throughout the Church for
your envelopes and cash, we offer tap n’ pray machines in our
Church entrance for your cards.
There are Green Cards Planned Giving Cards for parishioners
to fill in for a tax deduction on their donation.
We thank you for your kindness and donations.
First Collection: is for the upkeep of the Priests.
Second Collection: is for the running of the Church & Parish.

2022 Winter Solstice:
The Solstice is an astronomical event that happens twice,
once in summer and once in winter each year when the
Sun reaches its highest position in the sky as seen from
the North or South Pole.
During Solstices the tilt of the axis of the Earth (with
respect to the Sun) is the maximum at 23° 26´.
Solstices occur on 20 or 21 June and 21 or 22 December
each year.
During summer the day of the solstice is the longest day
of the year and during winter the day of the solstice is
the shortest day of the year
This year’s Winter Solstice will occur at 7.12pm on this
Tuesday, 21 June….

The best part about the Winter Solstice ...summer is
coming back!

St Mark’s Catholic Parish
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047
Tel: (02) 9181 1795
Email: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

St Mark’s Church Hearing
Loop installed
Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on
the pew for others to pick up.

Administrator: Fr Denis Minns OP
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP
Pastoral Associate: Sr Antonia Nedu ISR
Chair Parish Pastoral Council: Ms Celine Cheng
School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.
St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land.

Welcome to 2021

Gospel Reflection: The feast of the Body and Blood of Christ celebrates the central celebration of
Christianity – the Eucharist. All three readings relate to this Eucharistic theme. In the second
reading, we have the first written account of the Last Supper and what came to be seen as Jesus
instigating the Eucharist. Paul’s account, written well before the gospels, was entrenched in the
tradition by the time the gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke echoed these words of Jesus at the
Last Supper. Of course, it is these same words that are spoken by the priest at the consecration in
the Eucharistic Prayer each Mass. The words used today are the very same words that have been
used in the Church for two millennia.
Rather than a gospel account of the Last Supper to celebrate the feast of the Body and Blood of
Christ, we are presented with what is widely regarded as another ‘eucharistic’ story from the
gospel of Luke. The feeding of the five thousand with five loaves and two fish is regarded as a
eucharistic story because it was a clear example of God’s presence in a miraculous meal. All of
the meal stories in the gospel of Luke are instructive for the audience. Whenever the gospel
writer refers to a meal, the meal is used to teach about the reign of God. The gospel writer uses
meals to demonstrate who is welcome in the reign of God. Like in today’s gospel, the author of
Luke’s gospel was keen to show that the reign of God is available to anyone who wishes to be a
part of it. The reign of God is inclusive and welcoming; no one will be turned away.
Historical context – Table fellowship
In 1st Century Palestine, who you shared a meal with was a very political act. Your status in society was judged by who you kept company with and particularly with whom you shared food. At
times, Jesus broke these rules and practised open table fellowship – sharing meals with people of
all stations in life and often being criticised for his actions by the Scribes and Pharisees. Part of
Jesus’ open table fellowship meant that he also ate with dignitaries and religious leaders, but he
used these occasions to remind them of the inclusive message of God that they were ignoring.
Gospel focus – Give them something yourselves
In the gospel, the disciples encourage Jesus to send the crowds away to find food for themselves.
Jesus tells the disciples, “Give them something to eat yourselves.” This is a challenge and a test of the disciples – a chance for them to
be like Jesus. He calls them to act with compassion and do what he would do to feed the people. But the disciples fail to grasp either
his meaning or the opportunity and the miracle is left to Jesus. Jesus believed that they could feed the people if they tried but the
disciples didn’t have that same faith in themselves.
Have you thought – Twelve baskets?
The gospel passage tells us that after the five thousand people had eaten as much as they wanted, the remaining scraps filled twelve
baskets. What is significant about twelve baskets of left-overs? Twelve was an important number – it represented the twelve tribes
of Israel. Whenever the gospels mention twelve things they are symbolically talking about the nation of Israel. In this case, the
message is that no matter how many people feast on the message of Jesus and accept the reign of God, there will still be enough to
‘feed’ the twelve tribes of Israel. No one need be left out!
Questions?
Q. What does the story say about the disciples’ understanding of Jesus’ mission and message?
Q. Why do you think this particular story appears in all four gospels?
Q. What is the metaphoric meaning of the feeding of the five thousand?
Q. Why is the concept of ‘meal’ so significant in the gospels?
Q. In what ways does ‘being Eucharistic’ extend beyond participating in ‘the Eucharist’?
© Greg Sunter

The Safeguarding Office needs your help in designing characters
that celebrates differences for our new children’s activity book.
The best and most creative designs will be featured throughout the
activity book which will be available to all children within the
Archdiocese of Sydney.
Design applications forms are available from the Church Foyer.
DESIGN APPLICATIONS CLOSE 27 JUNE 2022
* Who’s in church? The young! New figures reveal surprise.
* Platinum honours: Catholics named in Queen ’s Birthday list.
* Keeping kids in Catholic schools.
* Movie review: What is a Woman?
CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER

$2

Welcome to 2021
St Mark’s COVID requirements.

Jesus feeds us
when we are
hungry. Write in
each loaf and fish
something that we,
our friends,
families or our
world are
hungry for.

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

