
In the very old days, the ‘Holy Spirit’ was known as the ‘Holy Ghost’. It comes from the old English word ‘gust’ which ‘blows 
wherever it pleases’. St Luke’s account of Pentecost tells of what ‘sounded like a powerful wind from heaven’. This is the Divine 
Wind, this is the Holy Gust, the Holy Spirit. Out of nowhere, this mighty Gust burst into the disciples’ lives with gale force, sweeping 
away their fear.  
The Divine Wind is nothing less than the Breath of God. ‘O Breathe on me Breath of God’ is one of the most beautiful hymns, sung 
to a traditional Irish melody. One verse goes: ‘O Breathe on me Breath of God . . . until this earthly part of me glows with thy fire 
divine’. It is like a log at the back of the fireplace late at night. The log is intact but absolutely glowing through and through with fire. 
It is to be the same with us. 
Peter was inspired to preach to the crowds ‘with a loud voice’ about ‘Jesus the Nazarene’ and the fact that ‘God raised him to life’. 
That is the gospel. That is the message which those who breathe with the breath of God have been preaching since the birthday of 
the Church at Pentecost. 
We could pause for a moment to pray an ancient chant of the Church: 
‘Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, 
and enkindle in them the fire of your love. 
Send forth your Spirit and they will be created, 
and you will renew the face of the earth.’                                                      © Fr Michael Tate  

 

S a f e g u a r d i n g  a n d  M i n i s t e r i a l  I n t e g r i t y  O f f i c e  

VOLUNTEER PARISHIONERS, who have received an email from our Parish Safeguarding Support Officer, 
(PSSO) are required to ACTION their safeguarding credentials to volunteer at St Mark’s.  
As a Parish we are obligated to report all safeguarding details to the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity 
Office, our legal obligations, governance and safeguarding practices encompass ongoing audit 
responsibilities for volunteer worker engagement by the Parish.  
Notification has been received from the Safeguarding Office to return details by Wednesday 8 June 2022.  
 

We ask volunteers to ACTION ASAP their: 
1: Safeguarding training, ONLINE: Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney Online REFRESHER Safeguarding Training Registration  
OR ZOOM: Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney Zoom session Monday 6 June 9.00am - 10.00am Call to register 02 9390 5811   
2: and/or Working with Children Check (WWCC) link to https://ocg.nsw.gov.au/working-children-check 
To find out more about the Archdiocese of Sydney Safeguarding and Child Protection Office link  

Teaching and remembering. This is the task of the Holy Spirit. He teaches us:  
He teaches us the mystery of faith, He teaches us to enter into the mystery, to understand the mystery a bit more.  
He teaches us Jesus's doctrine and He teaches us how to develop our faith without making mistakes.  
And the Spirit helps us to grow in the understanding of faith. Pope Francis   

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSedvAFBWnBPwpkqKDWVrR_PAkJK-I7eTlsCf-bnNi0-S7B-zg/viewform
https://ocg.nsw.gov.au/working-children-check
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/


 Second Reading                 Romans 8.8-17 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.   
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are Children of God.   
Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you 
are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit 
of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the 
Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 
 

But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because 
of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the 
Spirit of God who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to 
your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in 
you. 
 

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the 
flesh, to live according to the flesh - for if you live  
according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit 
you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of 
God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall 
back into fear, but you have received a spirit of  
adoption. When we cry, “Abba!  
Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our 
spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then 
heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ - if, in fact, 
we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with 
him.  

Gospel                                 John 14.15-16,23b-26 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 
The Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will 
teach you everything.     
Jesus said to the disciples: “If you love me, you will 
keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and 
he will give you another Advocate, to be with you  
forever. 
 

“Whoever loves me will keep my word, and my Father 
will love him, and we will come to him and make our 
home with him. Whoever does not love me does not 
keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, 
but is from the Father who sent me. 
 

“I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 
But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind 
you of all that I have said to you.”  
 
 

Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty; from there he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  
Amen. 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana. 
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal 

© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton 
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of 
the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, 

and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English 
in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 

International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

Entrance Antiphon                          Wis 1:7

(All) The Spirit of the Lord has filled the whole world and 
that which contains all things understands what is said, 
alleluia. 

Gloria       
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people 
of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you,  
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the 
world, receive our prayer; you are seated at the right 
hand of the Father, have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the 
Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with 
the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

First Reading                         Acts 2.1-11 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles  
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 
in other languages.   
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all 
together in one place. And suddenly from heaven 
there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, 
and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, 
and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under 
heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the 
crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each 
one heard them speaking in their own language. 
Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all 
these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that 
we hear, each of us, in our own language? Parthians, 
Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia,  
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia 
and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya  
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both 
Jews and converts, Cretans and Arabs — in our own 
languages we hear them speaking about God’s 
deeds of power.”  
 

Responsorial Psalm          
               Psalm 104.1ab+24ac, 29b-30,31+34(R.30) 

(R.) Lord, send out your Spirit and renew the face of the 
earth. 
1. Bless the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God, you are very 
great. O Lord, how manifold are your works! The earth is full 
of your creatures. (R.) 
 

2. When you take away their breath, they die and return to 
their dust. When you send forth your spirit, they are created; 
and you renew the face of the earth. (R.) 
 
 

3. May the glory of the Lord endure for-ever; may the Lord 
rejoice in his works. May my meditation be pleasing to him, 
for I rejoice in the Lord. (R.) 

Gospel Acclamation                   
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Come, Holy Spirit; fill the hearts of your faithful and 
kindle in them the fire of your love.   
Alleluia! 



 

   
 
 
 
 
 
     

We welcome our children who are preparing for their 
First Holy Communion to Mass and we ask our 

parishioners to keep them in your prayers.  
Jesus, Bless the children who are preparing  

to receive the Holy Eucharist for the first time.  
May their day be an initial step into a life-long love of the 
Eucharist. Give them a hunger for this sacred food so that 

they turn to you for comfort, guidance, and wisdom as they 
grow into full discipleship.  

Thank you for their innocence and goodness. 
May their hands, extended in anticipation of your Body and 

Blood, inspire all of us to cherish this sacred Sacrament.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

First Holy Communion   

PARENT INFORMATION  

PRAYER & PRACTICE EVENING  

Our First Holy Communion Celebrations will take place 
within our community Masses on  
Saturday 11th & 18th June at 5:30pm Vigil Mass &  
Sunday 12th & 19th June at 9:00am Mass.  
We do this in the midst of our Sunday worship as it is the  
community they are being initiated into.  
We are a community of believers and this is an important 
moment for all parishioners.   
May St Mark’s always be a place to welcome and support 
them in their life journey. 

All First Holy Communion candidates as part of their 
Sacramental program are required to attend a prayer and 

practice evening on either 
Thursday 9 June 2022 at 6.30pm 

(If your child is receiving the Sacrament on the 11/12 June)  
or  

Thursday 16 June 2022 at 6:30pm  
(If your child is receiving the Sacrament on the 18/19 June)  
Children are to bring their completed activity book to 

hand in and are to have received the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation prior to their celebration date.  

Please be on time and attendance is essential. 

Prayers of the Faithful  
Leader: Let us bring our prayers before our heavenly  
Father.                                 
 

Reader: Let us pray for the Church, that all its members 
may be open to the power of the Holy Spirit and proclaim 
God’s marvellous works. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: Let us pray for the Plenary Council of the Church 
in Australia, may its members be responsive to the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 
 

Reader: Let us pray for all nations, may the Holy Spirit 
bring understanding and harmony among them so that 
they work together for the benefit of all humanity.   
(pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      

Reader: We pray for those who have died recently and 
for all whose anniversaries occur at this time. May they 
find light, happiness and peace in God’s kingdom.  
(pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Leader: Heavenly Father, we ask you to hear these  
prayers, which we make in the name of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.        
All: Amen. 
 

Communion Antiphon                     Acts 2:4,11

(All) They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke 
of the marvels of God, alleluia  



 

If you require a high school reference from Fr Denis, please submit to 

† 

† 

† 

† 

† 

  
The Parish Priest Reference is sent directly to the high school.     

  

          Sesquicentenary of Sisters of Saint Joseph  
           of the Sacred Heart in NSW  (1872-2022) 
The Congregation of the Sisters of Saint Joseph was founded by Mary 
MacKillop and Father Julian Tenison Woods in 1866 in Penola, South 
Australia. Its first ministry was the opening of a school for all the children 
of that small distant town. The education being offered was an important 
step in breaking the cycle of poverty that had trapped so many of the 
children’s parents, struggling to make a go of it in the pioneering times of 
colonial Australia. By the end of that first year there were 4 Sisters.  
By 1867 there were 10 Sisters and a school in Port Adelaide was opened.  
The following year, 1868, there were 50 Sisters ministering in 13 different 
towns in South Australia and responding as the various needs arose. In 
1869 the rapid increase continued and the Sisters moved to Brisbane, 
Queensland. 
By 1872 there were 127 Sisters and 3 of them arrived in Bathurst in 
response to Bishop Matthew Quinn’s invitation to again open schools for 
poor children who were deprived of an education. Bishop Quinn decided 
that a small village was the place for them to begin. Sisters Teresa 
MacDonald, Joseph Dwyer and Hyacinth Quinlan, along with an enquirer, 
Ada Braham, arrived in Queen Charlotte Vale, now Perthville, on 16 July 
1872.   
The ministry of the Sisters grew 
and expanded into all 11 
Dioceses in NSW. Throughout 
the journey of these past 150 
years, with all its twists and 
turns, ups and downs, the grace 
of God has continued to meet 
the needs of the times through 
the ministry of the Sisters. 

PARISHIONER INVITE 
Second Assembly Meeting  

 
Bishop Terry Brady 

 invites you to attend a meeting of the  
Plenary Council  

to discuss the Agenda for the  

On Wednesday June 15, 2022 
6.00 -7. 30pm 

at the Catholic Schools Building 
38 Renwick Street,  

Leichhardt. 
Light refreshments served from 5.30pm 

 

Please advise of any dietary requirement 
 

RSVP June 6 2022 
Sr Jo Brady RSJ at jo.brady@sydneycatholic.org 

The four-year journey of the Fifth 
Plenary Council of Australia will 
reach the second - and final- 
assembly in July 2022.  

On June 1, the Framework for 
Motions document that will 
be considered at the second 
assembly was published.  
It contains 30 motions across 
eight mission areas that the 
277 Members – clergy, 
religious and laity - will vote 
on next month. 

The Framework for Motions “will form the backbone of 
our reflection, discussion and decision when we gather”, 
Plenary Council president Archbishop Timothy Costelloe wrote. 
 

The motions framework document (Agenda) for the 2nd 
Assembly of the Plenary Council is now available here.  
In preparation for the Plenary Council, please join 
members and other parishioners in the Archdiocese to 
reflect on the Agenda, respond to it and pray for the 
Plenary Council.  
All are invited by Bishop Brady to the meeting on 15 June   
 

Visit plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au to find out more.  

With Pentecost upon us, be moved to grow strength and diversity in your community. 

Since 1961 Palms Australia has prepared individuals and organisations to work effectively in culturally diverse 
environments and situations.   
 

Drawing on our experience we offer the Neighbours Without Borders 3-day residential cross-cultural training for 
advocates and leaders seeking to enrich their community by engaging the diversity of their people.   
 

In today’s world a community without diverse inputs struggles to find solutions to evolving issues.  Participants in the 
course will be guided to ascertain, analyse, and act on the opportunities for their community to achieve the potential 
diversity provides to grow  greater capacity. 
You can learn more, including some practical and conceptual tools, at a free webinar at 5.30pm AEST  
on Thursday 30 June 2022.    Register here. 

mailto:jo.brady@sydneycatholic.org
https://bit.ly/FrameworkForMotions
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/bnxdg/2219811/JOV.FxSKNY.04xROQoQ4Tm1uYG9Y2IoPZp60Efc9.html
https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/
https://palms.org.au/neighbours-without-borders/
https://palms.org.au/neighbours-without-borders/approach-and-methodology/
https://palms.org.au/event/nwb-free-introductory-seminar-pm/


†Sunday 5 June - World Environment Day  

World Environment Day campaign #OnlyOneEarth 
calls for collective, transformative action on a global 
scale to celebrate, protect and restore our planet.   

†Monday 6 June - Mary, Mother of the Church  

The disciples devoted themselves with one accord to 
prayer with Mary, the Mother of Jesus. 

†Thursday 9 June - Prayer and Practice  

First Holy Communion Prayer and Practice evening. 

†Sat & Sun 11|12 June - First Holy Communion  

Our Catechism teaches that when we receive the 
Lord in the Eucharist, it is an act of thanksgiving to 
God. Vigil Mass at 5:30pm & Sunday 9:00am Masses. 

†Sunday 12 June - The Most Holy Trinity    

We celebrate the Trinity, the three Persons of God: 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

†Wednesday 15 June - Plenary Council   

Community engage with final propositions for the 
second assembly.    

†Thursday 16 June - Prayer and Practice  

First Holy Communion Prayer and Practice evening 

†Sat & Sun 18|19 June - First Holy Communion  

Our Catechism teaches that when we receive the Lord 
in the Eucharist, it is an act of thanksgiving to 
God. Vigil Mass at 5:30pm & Sunday 9:00am Masses. 

†Sunday 19 June - Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ   

He fed them with the finest wheat and satisfied them 
with honey from the rock.  

†Friday 24 June - The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus     

The designs of his Heart are from age to age, to 
rescue their souls from death, and to keep them alive  
in famine.  

†Friday 24 June - St Mark’s CWL Meeting       

Our next CWL meeting will be held, starting with a 
bring your own lite lunch from 11:30am before our 
meeting at 1:00pm. Upstairs in the Parish Centre.  

†Saturday 25 June - Nativity of Saint John the Baptist     

A man was sent from God, whose name was John.  
He came to testify to the light, to prepare a people fit 
for the Lord.  

†Sunday 26 June - Holy Father Appeal  

Our Parish in union with all parishes around the 
world, will hold this appeal to help Pope Francis 
bring hope, faith and the spirit of Christ to the less 
fortunate around the world.   

†Wednesday 29 June - Sts Peter & Paul  

Peter the Apostle, and Paul the teacher 
of the Gentiles, these have taught us 
your law, O Lord. 

Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church 
One Mother, two motherhoods -Monday after Pentecost-   
Mary mothered Jesus, Jesus then gave life to the Church with 
water and blood from His side, and the Church then mothers us 
into existence through baptism. Devotion to Mary goes hand in 
hand with devotion to the Church because both are mothers. 
Mother Mary gives the world Christ. Mother Church gives the 
world Christians. 
 

The metaphorical parallels between Mother Mary and Mother 
Church are spiritually rich and deeply biblical. Mary was 
understood by many early theologians as both the mother of the 
Head of the Church, Jesus, and also the symbol of the Church par 
excellence. Mother Mary is a virgin who conceived the physical 
body of Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit at the 
Annunciation. In a parallel way, Mother Church is the Mystical 
Body of Christ who gives every Christian rebirth through the 
power of the Holy Spirit received at Pentecost. Both Mary and the 
Church conceived through the same Spirit, without the aid of 
human seed. Mother Mary makes Christ’s body physically 
present in Palestine in the first century. Mother Church, in turn, 
makes Christ’s body mystically present through baptism and 
sacramentally present in the Eucharist, in every time and place.  
It was common for a baptismal font in early Christianity to be 
described as a sacred womb in which Mother Church gave her 
children life.  
 

The theological cross-pollination between Mother Mary and 
Mother Church has produced a field ripe for spiritual and 
theological cultivation. Christ is from Bethlehem, Nazareth, and 
Galilee. But He is most deeply from the Father. He is one Son but 
lives two sonships. Similarly, all Christians are born from one 
Mother expressed in two motherhoods: Mary’s and the Church’s. 
Mary and the Church, understood most profoundly, form one 
mother.  Both are the mother of Christ, but each mutually assists 
the other to bring Christ physically, sacramentally, and 
mystically into the world in all His fullness. Neither Mary nor the 
Church can exercise their motherhoods alone.  
 

Today’s feast, formally integrated into the Church’s calendar by 
the authority of Pope Francis in 2018, specifically commemorates 
Mary’s motherhood of the Church rather than her motherhood of 
God, a feast celebrated on January 1. Mary likely showed as 
much tender concern for Christ’s mystical body as it slowly 
matured in its native Palestine as she did for His physical body in 
Nazareth. Pope Pius XII perceptively noted Mary’s dual maternity 
in his encyclical on the Church: “It was she who was there to 
tend the mystical body of Christ, born of the Saviour’s pierced 
heart, with the same motherly care that she spent on the child 
Jesus in the crib.” It is possible the Apostles held their first 
Council in about 49 A.D. in Jerusalem precisely because Mary 
still dwelled in the holy city. She was likely the young religion’s 
greatest living witness and pillar of unity. We can imagine her 
presiding over early Christian gatherings with reserved 
solemnity, nursing primitive Christianity just as she had Christ.  
 

Since the early Middle Ages, feast days and devotions to the 
Virgin Mary have proliferated in Catholicism. Now Pope Francis 
has given the Church a feast to compliment that of January 1. 
The two motherhoods of Mary reflect one profound truth, that 
Christ approaches us in time and in space, in history and in 
sacrament, in mysterious and beautiful ways. 



 
 

 

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
 

Monday & Friday 8:00am  
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am  
Saturday 12 noon  

Saturday Reconciliation 
11:30am - 11:55am  

 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm  

 

 Scan the QR code to donate to support the  
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and 

vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:  
Lina Giannandrea, Rocco Zoccali, Meagan Ficarra,  
Patricia Ficarra, Heather Burbidge, Wendy Madden and  
Patricia Ryan.  

Remembering those who have gone before us. 

Santina Macaluco, Natalina Giunta, Domenico Ciampa, 
Lorenzo Brancato, Margaret Micheletti, Thea Betteridge,  
Fruto Milan, Gladys Mallqui (Snr), Antonio Scioscia,  
Cecilia Chye, Eileen O’Neill and Peter McGill.   

Recently Deceased. Shirley Moylan, Paul Keogh (London), 

Mark Kennedy, David Shepherd, and Maria Paraggio.  
         Eternal rest grant unto them ,  
 O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

We pray for all who have anniversaries at this time and have  

    passed recently and offer our prayers & condolences.     
               May they rest in peace.   

 
St Mark’s Catholic Parish  

33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     
Tel: (02) 9181 1795    

Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Administrator:  Fr Denis Minns OP     
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP   

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your 
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on 

the pew for others to pick up.  

        We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s 
 

Charlie John Minehan &  
Emma Marie Estrella  
and we congratulate their parents. 

   God bless you. 

With COVID still circulating, our Church doors and windows 

are to remain open to provide adequate ventilation when we 
have a congregation. 
 

As winter is upon us, heating will be on for our weekend 

Masses. The heat flows from the floor vents at the side aisles.  
If you feel the cold we suggest you sit in the pews at the side 
aisle and dress appropriately.  

No offertory! Our collection bowls are not passed around.  
Our Church continues with your generous donations? 

 

We have collection baskets located throughout the Church for 
your envelopes and cash, we offer tap n’ pray machines in our 

Church entrance for your cards.  
There are Green Cards Planned Giving Cards for parishioners 

to fill in for a tax deduction on their donation.  
We thank you for your kindness and donations.  
First Collection: is for the upkeep of the Priests.  

Second Collection: is for the running of the Church & Parish.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Welcome to 2021  

 

 

CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER  

$2 
 * Double-barrelled challenge. Children, vapes, phones, parents.   

    *  Parliament ’s decision. Tudehope on Euthanasia.     
* Stylish, elegant, classy. Meet MATHILDE the new Australian women’s  

* The brilliance of Shūsakū Endō.   

Gospel Reflection: The feast of Pentecost celebrates the power of the Holy Spirit coming upon the disciples and energising them to 
set about their mission of continuing the ministry of Jesus. The gospel reading is one of the post-resurrection appearances by Jesus 
when he breathed the Holy Spirit upon the disciples. The actual events of that first Pentecost are recorded in the book of Acts and 
are recalled in this week’s first reading. The use of this post-resurrection gospel account is a reminder that Jesus had already im-
bued the disciples with the Spirit but, as so often throughout his ministry, they were a bit slow to catch on to the significance of 
what he had done. It seems that they needed a more tangible experience to jolt them into action and Acts records the very physical 
experience of the Spirit entering their midst as a roaring wind before settling upon them as tongues of flame. Jesus had breathed the 
Spirit upon them but it took the roaring wind to make a real impression on the disciples. There are frequent references in the gos-
pels to Jesus being ‘filled with the Spirit’. It is this Spirit with which he was filled that he breathed upon his disciples; it is that same 
Spirit that we receive sacramentally in Confirmation. 

For the weeks following the death of Jesus the disciples had lived in fear and confusion, not fully understanding what had happened 
and not really knowing what to do. When they realised that the Spirit Jesus had breathed upon them was really present and urging 
them to action they finally had the courage to begin the mission that Jesus had entrusted to them: to spread the Good News of Jesus 
and continue to realise his message in the world  

Historical Context – Pentecost: The word Pentecost comes from the Greek for fiftieth day. Pentecost Sunday ends the season of Easter 
and comes as a Sabbath day after seven weeks of seven days. In Jewish tradition the 50th day after the Passover was celebrated as a 
blessing of the harvest and rather than the unleavened bread of Passover it was celebrated by leavening the bread. It was for this 
reason that the disciples were gathered together when they experienced the Holy Spirit empowering them. In Christian tradition, 
Pentecost is celebrated as the arrival of the Spirit, promised by Jesus, that animated the disciples to spread the gospel of Jesus and 
gather believers to form what would eventually become the Church. 

Have you thought? The Spirit: We can sometimes regard Pentecost as the day the Holy Spirit came into the world. However, the 
Spirit had long been active in the world before this event. In fact, even the second verse of Genesis Chapter 1 tells us that the Spirit 
hovered over the waters. The Old Testament is filled with references in which ‘The Spirit of God came upon (him) with power’ and 
the Spirit was evident at Jesus’ baptism and throughout the gospels. Jesus is frequently described as being ‘filled with the Spirit’. So, 
from the very beginning of creation the Spirit has moved in the world and continues to energise it today. 

Living the Gospel – Come, Holy Spirit: ‘Come, Holy Spirit’, or its Latin, Veni Sante Spiritus, has become the basis of countless prayers 
and hymns over many hundreds of years. To this day, it remains a powerful invocation that can be used in prayer or meditation. 
Three simple words convey a wealth of meaning. The invitation for the Spirit to ‘Come’ indicates recognition of the need for the 
Spirit’s intervention and openness to accept the guidance that the Spirit brings. It is a powerful, simple prayer that can be used at 
the outset of any significant undertaking or whenever you find yourself in need of inspiration. 

Questions? 
Q. What emotions may the disciples have felt on that day? 
Q. What is the relationship between Jesus and the Holy Spirit? 
Q. Why might Pentecost sometimes be regarded as the birth of the Church? 
Q. Where in your life could you use the guidance and strength of the Spirit?                              © Greg Sunter    

A Prayer for Our Earth.  Pope Francis Laudato Si’ 
All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe and in the smallest of your creatures. 
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists  
Pour out upon us the power of your love, that we may protect life and beauty  
 

Fill us with peace, that we may live as sisters and brothers, harming no one.  
O God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth,  
so precious in your eyes. 
Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and not prey on it, 
That we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction.  
Touch our hearts of those who look only for gain at the expense of the poor and the earth. 
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing,  
To be filled with awe and contemplation, to recognise that we are profoundly united  
with every creature as we journey towards your infinite light.  
We thank you for being with us each day.  
Encourage us,  we pray, in our struggle for justice, love and peace.  
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Welcome to 2021  

St Mark’s COVID requirements. 

 
 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

 

The Safeguarding Office needs your help in designing characters that 
celebrates differences for our new children’s activity book.  
The best and most creative designs will be featured throughout the activity 
book which will be available to all children within the Archdiocese of Sydney. 

Design applications forms are available from the Church Foyer.  
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