Some people have the idea that God is awfully remote, dwelling beyond
the edge of the cosmos. We make contact by sending a prayer like a long
range rocket, hoping it will find its target.
This is far distant from Our Lord’s teaching in today’s Gospel.
‘If anyone loves me and keeps my word, my Father and
I will make our home with that person.’ It is not in outer space, but in inner
space that Divine Love will make a home.
What turns a house into a home? It is in sitting around a table sharing a
meal. So, Jesus created a sacred meal for us and invites us to share in the
Heavenly Bread and Spiritual Drink.
When we do so, we find, in the words of St John Paul II, that we ‘digest,
as it were, the secret of the Resurrection’. We take into ourselves the
Real Presence of the Risen Lord who makes his home with us.
Coming to Communion, even after a long time away, satisfies the
yearning of the human heart because it is made to be the habitation of
Divine Love. We could pause for a moment to reflect on the gracious fact
that God chooses to dwell in our hearts. Let us respond wholeheartedly.
© Fr Michael Tate

God, Our Father, loving and merciful, bring together
and keep all families in perfect unity of love and mutual support.
Instil in each member the spirit of understanding
and affection for each other.
Keep quarrels and bitterness far from them, and for
their occasional failures instil forgiveness and peace.
May the mutual love and affection of parents set a good example.
Instil in children self-respect that they may respect others and grow
in mature independence.
May the mutual affection and respect of families be a sign of
Christian life here and hereafter,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour.
Amen.

The month of May is a time when the People of God express with particular intensity their love and
devotion for the Blessed Virgin Mary. It is traditional in this month to pray the Rosary. I want to
encourage everyone to rediscover the beauty of praying the Rosary in the Month of May.
His Holiness Pope Francis

Led by Maria we will pray The Rosary each Thursday in May 26th
following the 9:30am Mass.
Contemplating the face of Christ with the heart of Mary our Mother
will make us even more united.

Entrance Antiphon
Cf. Is 48:20
(All) Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be heard; proclaim
to the ends of the earth: The Lord has freed his people,
alleluia.

Gloria

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people
of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you,
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the
world, receive our prayer; you are seated at the right
hand of the Father, have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the
Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with
the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

First Reading
Acts 15.1-2,22-29
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
It has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to impose on
you no further burden than what is essential.
Certain individuals came down from Judea and were
teaching the brothers, “Unless you are circumcised
according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be
saved.” And after Paul and Barnabas had no small
dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas
and some of the others were appointed to go up to
Jerusalem to discuss this question with the Apostles
and the elders.
Then the Apostles and the elders, with the consent of
the whole Church, decided to choose men from
among their members and to send them to Antioch
with Paul and Barnabas. They sent Judas called
Barsabbas, and Silas, leaders among the brothers,
with the following letter:
“The brothers, both the Apostles and the elders, to
the believers of Gentile origin in Antioch and Syria
and Cilicia, greetings. Since we have heard that
certain persons who have gone out from us, though
with no instructions from us, have said things to
disturb you and have unsettled your minds, we have
decided unanimously to choose representatives and
send them to you, along with our beloved Barnabas
and Paul, who have risked their lives for the sake of
our Lord Jesus Christ. We have therefore sent Judas
and Silas, who themselves will tell you the same
things by word of mouth.
“For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to
impose on you no further burden than these essentials: that
you abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols, and from
blood and from what is strangled, and from fornication. If you
keep yourselves from these, you will do well. Farewell.”
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 67.1.-2,4-5,6-7(R.1a)
(R.) O God let all the nations praise you!
1. May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his
face to shine upon us, that your way may be known upon
earth, your saving power among all nations. (R.)
2. Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the
peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth. Let the
peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.(R.)

3. The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, has
blessed us. May God continue to bless us; let all the ends of
the earth revere him. (R.)
! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana.
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal
© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.

Second Reading

Revelation 21.10-14,22-23

A reading from the book of Revelation.
The angel showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out
of heaven from God.
In the spirit the Angel carried me away to a great, high
mountain and showed me the holy city Jerusalem
coming down out of heaven from God. It has the glory
of God and a radiance like a very rare jewel, like jasper,
clear as crystal.
It has a great, high wall with twelve gates, and at the
gates twelve Angels, and on the gates are inscribed the
names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel; on
the east there were three gates, on the north three
gates, on the south three gates, and on the west three
gates. And the wall of the city has twelve foundations,
and on them are the twelve names of the twelve
Apostles of the Lamb.
I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord
God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no
need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God
is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb.

Gospel Acclamation

Jn 14.23

Alleluia, alleluia!
All who love me will keep my words, and my Father
will love them, and we will come to them.
Alleluia!

Gospel

John 14.23-29

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

The Holy Spirit will teach you everything, and remind you of all
that I have said to you.
Jesus said to his disciples: “Whoever loves me will
keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will
come to him and make our home with him. Whoever
does not love me does not keep my words; and the
word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father
who sent me.
“I have said these things to you while I am still with you.
But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will
send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind
you of all that I have said to you.
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do
not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your
hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.
“You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am
coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I
am going to the Father, because the Father is greater
than I. And now I have told you this before it occurs, so
that when it does occur, you may believe.”

Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,
his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of God the Father almighty; from there he will
come to judge the living and
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of the Faithful
Leader: Let us bring our prayers to the God of all creation
and accompany in prayer all those who need God’s
mercy and healing.
Reader: We pray for healing in our relationship with our
natural environment; that we may treat our planet and its
resources with care and moderation. (pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for those who suffer through hunger,
poverty, sickness and loneliness; that the love of Christ
may make its home with them and fill them with his
peace. (pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: We pray for year 3 students and those preparing
for their First Holy Communion and their families; may
they grow in the love of Christ. (pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for all those who have died: may they
be raised to eternal glory with Christ. (pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: Heavenly Father, hear our prayers, grant us your
peace and love and give us those things which we need
in this life. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.

Communion Antiphon

Jn 14:15-16
(All) If you love me, keep my commandments, says the

Lord, and I will ask the Father and he will send you
another Paraclete, to abide with you for ever, alleluia.

The feast day of Mary Help of Christians has been celebrated
in Australia since 1844 but the history to this day dates back
to the start of the 1800's.
Napoleon Bonaparte had jailed Pius VI who died in jail. When
Pope Pius VII was elected he too was jailed by Bonaparte, who
kept him prisoner at Fontainbleau.
The Holy Father vowed to God that if he were restored to the
Roman See, he would institute a special feast in honour of
Mary. The military eventually forced Bonaparte to release the
Pope and on 24 May 1814, Pius VII returned in triumph to
Rome. Twelve months later the Pope decreed that the feast of
Mary Help of Christians be kept on 24 May.
The infant church in Australia had a special reason for
turning to Mary. No priests were sent to the colony in its early
days and Mass was not allowed except for one brief year until
1820. It was largely the Rosary in those early days that kept
the faith alive. Catholic Australia remained faithful to Mary
and was the first nation to choose her under the title Help of
Christians, as principal Patroness.
St Mary's Cathedral was dedicated in her honour by the Irish
pioneer priest, Fr John Therry, who arrived in Sydney in1820
and assumed responsibility for the planning and initial
construction of the Cathedral. When Australia became the
first country to
have Mary Help
of Christians as
Patroness, it
became the first
country to have a
mother cathedral
under the same
title.

The Sacrament of the Eucharist.
IN BRIEF:
1412 The essential signs of the Eucharistic sacrament are
wheat bread and grape wine, on which the blessing of the
Holy Spirit is invoked and the priest pronounces the words of
consecration spoken by Jesus during the Last Supper: "This is
my body which will be given up for you. . . . This is the cup
of my blood. . . ."
1413 By the consecration the transubstantiation of the bread
and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ is brought about.
Under the consecrated species of bread and wine Christ
himself, living and glorious, is present in a true, real, and
substantial manner: his Body and his Blood, with his soul and
his divinity (cf. Council of Trent: DS 1640; 1651).
1414 As sacrifice, the Eucharist is also offered in reparation
for the sins of the living and the dead and to obtain spiritual
or temporal benefits from God.
1415 Anyone who desires to receive Christ in Eucharistic
communion must be in the state of grace. Anyone aware of
having sinned mortally must not receive communion
without having received absolution in the sacrament of
penance.
1416 Communion with the Body and Blood of Christ
increases the communicant's union with the Lord, forgives
his venial sins, and preserves him from grave sins. Since
receiving this sacrament strengthens the bonds of charity
between the communicant and Christ, it also reinforces the
unity of the Church as the Mystical Body of Christ.

We welcome our children who are preparing for their
First Holy Communion to Mass and we ask our
parishioners to keep them in your prayers.
Jesus, Bless the children who are preparing
to receive the Holy Eucharist for the first time.
May their day be an initial step into a life-long love of the
Eucharist. Give them a hunger for this sacred food so that
they turn to you for comfort, guidance, and wisdom as they
grow into full discipleship.
Thank you for their innocence and goodness.
May their hands, extended in anticipation of your Body and
Blood, inspire all of us to cherish this sacred Sacrament.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Our First Holy Communion Celebrations will take place
within our community Masses on
Saturday 11th & 18th June at 5:30pm Vigil Mass &
Sunday 12th & 19th June at 9:00am Mass.
We do this in the midst of our
Sunday worship as it is the
community they are being
initiated into.
We are a community of believers
and this is an important moment
for all parishioners.
May St Mark’s always be a place
to welcome and support them in
their life journey.

Launch of “The Catholic Mass” booklet

Seeking interested applicants for the below positions;

•Permanent School Crossing Supervisor:
St Marks Primary School Drummoyne

•Casual School Crossing Supervisor:

Canada Bay Local Government Area
For information visit
https://jobs.transport.nsw.gov.au/job-invite/63095/

Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP
has launched a stunning publication
which explains in simple terms the
beauty and meaning
of the Catholic Mass.
The companion guide helps captures
the mysteries and beauty of the
Mass. With explanations of each part
of the Mass from Sacred Scripture,
Church teachings and the Saints, this
booklet is the perfect guide and
resource for a richer and deeper
appreciation and, more importantly,
participation in the beautiful act of
worship for both new and
well-formed Catholics.

Cost $3 from the Parish office or purchase from
The Mustard Seed Bookshop

National Sorry Day - 26 May 2022
Artwork © Our Home (2019) by Patrice Muthaymiles-Mahoney

Thank you for supporting the Charitable Works Fund Appeal
Through your generous gift, the Archdiocese is able to
continue their mission to provide care for the most
vulnerable in our community through the CWF agencies and
ministries, and to promote the good works of our faith in our
seminaries, schools, and universities.
Our Parish amount set by the Archdiocese to be collected
was $4,615.
Last weekend we collected an additional $1,600 with the
previous $1,130 collection our total = $2,730
The outstanding shortfall comes from Parish funds.
Envelopes are available in the Church foyer and can be
placed in any of the collection baskets.
Thank you for your support.
Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible.

†Tuesday 24 May - Our Lady, Help of Christians
‘This is your mother.’ Under the title of Help of
Christians, Mary was chosen as Patroness of
Australasia by the First Provincial Synod, convened by
Archbishop Bede Polding, in Sydney in 1844.
The fledgling colonies needed Mary’s help at that
time, as the nation does today. We are helped
through Mary’s powerful intercession, and through
the example of her life that we find in the Gospels.
Mass at 9:30am will be celebrated with
St Mark’s Primary School Children attending.

Laudato Si’ Week (16-24 May) is a celebration of Pope
Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si’ and a call to action for
Catholics around the world to care for our common
home.
You can participate through prayer, action and
reflection created by the ACBC Office for Justice,
Ecology and Peace.
Go to www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au

Prayer
† Wednesday 25 May - 7:30am Mass
St Mary Magdalene dé Pazzi (1566 - 1607)
She was a Carmelite nun who led a hidden life of
prayer and self-denial, praying especially for the
reform of the Church and the conversion of the
whole world. She guided her fellow sisters along the
path to perfection. She was granted many spiritual
gifts by God.
Holy Cross Ryde “Back to Parish Mass” students will
be attending this parish Mass.

† Thursday 26 May - Rosary
The Rosary is prayed each Thursday in May
following 9:30am Mass.

† Thursday 26 May - National Sorry Day
Our pathway towards reconciliation.
Visit: https://www.reconciliation.org.au/

†Friday 27 May - CWL Monthly Meeting Cancelled
Our May CWL meeting will be cancelled and we will
hold our next meeting on Friday 24 June 2022.

†Sunday 29 May - The Ascension of the Lord
God mounts his throne to shouts of joy.

†Sunday 29 May - World Communications Day
World Communications Day was established by
Pope Paul VI in 1967 as an annual celebration
that encourages us to reflect on the opportunities and
challenges that the modern means of social
communication (the press, motions pictures, radio,
television and the internet) afford the Church to
communicate the gospel message.

†Sunday 29 May - Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
We observe this octave from 29 May - 5 June 2022,
between the feasts of the Ascension and Pentecost.
As the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins in
other parts of the world, however, let us keep in our
prayers these themes, the ecumenical movement,
and pray for the unity of the whole Church.

Gracious God,
you are good to all and compassionate
to all your works.
As we commence Laudato Si’ Week:
we are mindful of your generous love in all creation,
we acknowledge the traditional owners of the land
on which we live,
we accept your invitation to engage with the
wisdom of Laudato Si’ .
With Pope Francis, concerned citizens
and all creation,
we commit to the call and challenge
of the week ahead,
so that, in prayer and protest, silence and song,
reflection and renewal,
we might live the Easter promise of love’s triumph.
We make this prayer in the name of Jesus,
our risen Lord, through the power of the Holy Spirit,
now and for ever.
Amen

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses
Monday & Friday 8:00am
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am
Wednesday 7:30am
Saturday 12 noon
Saturday Reconciliation
11:30am - 11:55am

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and
vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:
Lina Giannandrea, Rocco Zoccali, Meagan Ficarra,
Patricia Ficarra, Heather Burbidge, Wendy Madden and Patricia
Ryan.

Remembering those who have gone before us.

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm
Scan the QR code to donate to support the
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

Thea Betteridge, Fruto Milan, Gladys Mallqui(Snr),
Antonio Scioscia, Cecilia Chye, Mario Di Palma, Eileen O’Neill,
Peter McGill, Filomena Di Palma and Frank Ianni.

Recently Deceased. Paul Keogh (London), Mark Kennedy,
David Shepherd, and Maria Paraggio. Eternal rest grant unto

them , O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.

We pray for all who have anniversaries at this time and have
passed recently and offer our prayers & condolences.
May they rest in peace.

With COVID still circulating, our Church doors and windows
are to remain open to provide adequate ventilation when we
have a congregation.
As winter is upon us, heating will be on for our weekend
Masses. The heat flows from the floor vents at the side aisles.
If you feel the cold we suggest you sit in the pews at the side
aisle and dress appropriately.

The Sacrament of Confirmation for Adults

Tuesday 24th May,
Happy Birthday to Fr Denis,
may he find peace and joy on
his special day.

Did you know that St Mark’s offers a preparation for
active catholic adults who have not received the
Sacrament of Confirmation? We invite all baptised
catholic adults who have received Eucharist but not the
sacrament of confirmation to take advantage of this great
opportunity.
Adult Confirmation will be administered at St Mary’s
Cathedral on Pentecost Sunday, 5 June at 10.30am.
If you are a baptised adult catholic wishing to make your
Confirmation contact the Parish office for preparation
and registration.

We welcome into our faith community this
Sunday through the
Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s

Emilia Venera Ripepi &
Louis Bruce Ramos Bunnell
and we congratulate their parents.
God bless you.

St Mark’s Catholic Parish
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047
Tel: (02) 9181 1795
Email: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

St Mark’s Church Hearing
Loop installed
Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on
the pew for others to pick up.

Administrator: Fr Denis Minns OP
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP
Pastoral Associate: Sr Antonia Nedu ISR
Chair Parish Pastoral Council: Ms Celine Cheng
School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.
St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land.

Welcome to 2021

Gospel Reflection: Just like last week’s gospel, this passage also comes from the Last Supper discourse in the Gospel of John. Again,
although its original context was pre-crucifixion, the language works in the post-resurrection Easter season as we anticipate the
celebration of the Ascension next week. This double purpose language is, of course, no accident. The gospel was written 60 or more
years after the death and resurrection of Jesus and so the writer was consciously conveying the double meaning of ‘going away’:
Jesus going to his death; and Jesus going back to the Father. But Jesus also promises his return in this speech. Continuing the double
meaning, the gospel writer knew that Jesus had come good on his promise to return after his death and so conveys to the gospel
audience, and to us, a sense of confidence and hope that the second promised return will also be fulfilled at the right time.
In the meantime, Jesus promises to send the Holy Spirit to the disciples and to the world. The Holy Spirit is to be the Advocate (the
Paraclete) of the Father and the Son. The Holy Spirit performs a dual purpose: firstly, to carry on the teaching; and secondly, to
continue to remind the believers of all that Jesus said and did. The action of the Holy Spirit continues in the world today – inspiring
and teaching those who are open to hearing and keeping alive the memory of Jesus, his teaching and his compassion. We talk about
being full of school spirit and team spirit but these feelings of loyalty and commitment are only a distant echo of what it is to be
filled with the Holy Spirit.
Historical Context – The time of absence: At the time of writing of the Gospel of John (during the last decade of the 1st Century), the
community of believers were beginning to come to terms with the continued absence of Jesus. In the earlier gospels, particularly
Mark, there is a feeling of expectation evident in the writing – an expectation that Jesus’ promised return was imminent. By the time
of John’s community, there was an acceptance that the glorious return of Jesus still lay some time in the future. They wrestled with
keeping alive the memory and message of Jesus when there was no end in sight.
Gospel Focus – Advocate: In the text, Jesus describes the Holy Spirit as the Advocate, sometimes translated as Paraclete. Both words
have very similar meanings. Today when we describe someone as an advocate we usually mean that they stand up for and speak out
for someone else or a particular cause. Advocate also has a legal meaning where the advocate bears witness and attests to the
validity of another. The Holy Spirit is the Advocate of Jesus in that the action of the Holy Spirit continues to bear witness to the
message of Jesus.
Different View – Peace: Jesus promises his peace to the disciples in today’s gospel passage. However, some people argue that the
world has not known that peace in the time since then. Some Jewish people cite this as one of their arguments against Jesus being
regarded as the promised Messiah. One of the prophecies about the Messiah was that there would be universal peace once the
Messiah arrived. Those who argue against Jesus as the Messiah point to the fact that since the time of Jesus, not a single day has
gone by in our history in which there has not been some war or conflict occurring somewhere on earth.
Questions?
Q. In what way is the Holy Spirit an Advocate of Jesus?
Q. How do people act on the inspiration of the Holy Spirit?
Q. How can you strive to bring about the peace of Christ in your immediate community?

© Greg Sunter

W H AT I S T H E
W O R L D M E E T I N G O F FA M I L I E S ?
The World Meeting of Families is an international gathering
of families first initiated by Pope St John Paul II in 1994 in
the Diocese of Rome. The initiative seeks to promote the
pastoral care of families, and to protect their rights and
dignity in the Church and in civil society.
The next scheduled meeting to take place in Rome this
coming June 2022, however this year’s celebration of the
World Meeting of Families is different in that it will also be
celebrated within dioceses all over the world – given the
impact of the global pandemic.

* Enter the Killers. What Euthanasia will mean for NSW.
* Synod splits Anglicans.
* China arrests 90 year old cardinal.
* The woman who confounds left and right.
* Liverpool Alpha up and running.
CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER

$2

Welcome to 2021
St Mark’s COVID requirements.

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

