‘Love one another as I have loved you.’ You may think
that Our Lord’s extravagant extreme of love in
voluntarily undergoing death for us, is something no
human being could ever measure up to.
But actually, something like this happens whenever a
mother or father sits by the bedside of a child suffering
the terrible pain of a chronic illness or traumatic
accident and, perhaps, even facing the prospect of
death. Such a parent will invariably say ‘I would rather
suffer and die than see my child suffer and die.’ It is the
same with a person seeing their much loved life partner
in a similar situation.
Each of us, usually to a lesser degree and in less fraught
circumstances, has the opportunity to absorb, to some
extent, the sufferings of others. We are thus given the
possibility of fulfilling the command: ‘Love one another
as I have loved you.’
The effect of this sort of loving will be realised at the
end of history, not in a garden of Paradise, but as in a
wonderful City where all tears will be wiped from our
eyes.
We could pause for a moment on our way to that future
City, resolving to be alert to opportunities to fulfil our
Lord’s command: ‘Love one another as I have loved you.’

Thank you for supporting the Charitable Works Fund
(CWF) May Parish Appeal.
On behalf of CWF we sincerely thank St Mark’s Parish
for supporting the CWF Fund appeal. Through your
generous gift, we are able to continue in our mission to
provide care for the most vulnerable in our community
through our CWF agencies and ministries, and to
promote the good works of our faith in our seminaries,
schools, and universities.
Our Parish amount set by the Archdiocese to be
collected was $4,615.
Last weekend we collected $1,130.
The outstanding shortfall comes from Parish funds.
You can still donate this weekend. Envelopes are
available in the Church foyer and can be placed in any
of the collection baskets.
Thank you for your support.
Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible.

© Fr Michael Tate

Next Sunday 22 May 2022
at our 9.00am Mass
we celebrate all our
Year 3 students and their families
in our Parish community.
Parents, grandparents, siblings and friends
are welcome at Mass.

The month of May is a time when the People of God express with particular intensity their love and
devotion for the Blessed Virgin Mary. It is traditional in this month to pray the Rosary. I want to
encourage everyone to rediscover the beauty of praying the Rosary in the Month of May.
His Holiness Pope Francis

Led by Maria we will pray The Rosary each Thursday in May 19th & 26th
following the 9:30am Mass.
Contemplating the face of Christ with the heart of Mary our Mother
will make us even more united.

Entrance Antiphon
Cf. Ps 97:1-2
(All) O sing a new song to the Lord, for he has worked
wonders; in the sight of the nations he has shown his
deliverance, alleluia.

Gloria

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people
of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you,
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the
world, receive our prayer; you are seated at the right
hand of the Father, have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the
Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with
the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

First Reading
Acts 14.21b-27
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
They called the church together and related all that God had
done with them .
Paul and Barnabas returned to Lystra, then on to
Iconium and Antioch. There they strengthened the
souls of the disciples and encouraged them to
continue in the faith, saying, “It is through many
persecutions that we must enter the kingdom of God.”
And after they had appointed elders for them in each
Church, with prayer and fasting they entrusted them
to the Lord in whom they had come to believe.
Then they passed through Pisidia and came to
Pamphylia. When they had spoken the word in Perga,
they went down to Attalia. From there they sailed
back to Antioch, where they had been commended to
the grace of God for the work that they had
completed.
When they arrived, they called the Church together
and related all that God had done with them, and how
he had opened a door of faith for the Gentiles.
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 144.8-9,10-11,12-13(R.1)
(R.) I will praise your name for ever, my king and
my God.
1. The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger
and abounding in steadfast love. The Lord is good to
all, and his compassion is over all that he has made.
(R.)

2. All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord, and all
your faithful shall bless you. They shall speak of the glory of
your kingdom, and tell of your power. (R.)
3. To make known to human beings your mighty deeds, and
the glorious splendour of your kingdom. Your kingdom is an
everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures throughout
all generations. (R.)

The Regina Coeli - Queen of Heaven
V. Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia.
R. For He whom you did merit to bear, alleluia.
V. Has risen, as he said, alleluia.
R. Pray for us to God, alleluia.
V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia.
R. For the Lord has truly risen, alleluia.
Let us pray.
O God, who gave joy to the world through the
resurrection of Thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
grant we beseech Thee, that through the
intercession of the Virgin Mary, His Mother, we
may obtain the joys of everlasting life.
Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.

Second Reading

Revelation 21.1-5a

A reading from the book of Revelation.
God will wipe every tear from their eyes.

Then I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth; for
the first heaven and the first earth had passed away,
and the sea was no more.
And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband.
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See,
the home of God is among humans. He will dwell with
them as their God; they will be his peoples, and God
himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from
their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying
and pain will be no more, for the first things have
passed away.” And the one who was seated on the
throne said, “See, I am making all things new.”

Gospel Acclamation

Jn 13.34

Alleluia, alleluia!
I give you a new commandment:
love one another as I have loved you.
Alleluia!

Gospel

John 10.27-30

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.

Before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his
hour had come to depart from this world and go to the
Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he
loved them to the end.
During the supper, when Judas had gone out, Jesus
said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God
has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in
him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify
him at once.
“Little children, I am with you only a little longer. I give
you a new commandment, that you love one another.
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one
another. By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.”

Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,
his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of God the Father almighty; from there he will
come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.
Amen.

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana.
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal
© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.

Prayer of the Faithful
Leader: Let us make known our prayers to our heavenly
Father.
Reader: We pray for the people of every war-torn, divided
and afflicted nation, that their hopes for relief and peace
will be soon fulfilled. (pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray that we may love one another as Christ
has commanded us. (pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for children and their families who are
preparing for First Holy Communion, that they may grow
in faith. (pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for those who have died, that they may
be granted the eternal life. (pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: Heavenly Father, hear these prayers, which we
make in faith, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.

Communion Antiphon
Cf. Jn 15:1,5
I am the true vine and you are the branches, says the
Lord. Whoever remains in me, and I in him, bears fruit
in plenty, alleluia.

Pray for Ukraine:
Loving God,
We pray for the people of Ukraine,
for all those suffering or afraid,
that you will be close to them and
protect them.
We pray for world leaders,
for compassion, strength and
wisdom to guide their choices.
We pray for the world
that in this moment of crisis,
we may reach out in solidarity
to our brothers and sisters in need.
May we walk in your ways
so that peace and justice
become a reality for the people of
Ukraine and for all the world.
Amen.
Donate generously to the Caritas Ukraine Appeal:
https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/ukraine-appeal/
Donations over $2 are tax deductible.
Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill
A paper petition is in the foyer
(near the Catholic weekly) if you wish to sign.

Why a Child's
First Holy Communion is a Big Deal
As Catholics, we know that the Holy Eucharist is the source and
summit of our faith: it is the Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity of
Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Pope Francis has called it
the "Sacrament of Love":
"The Eucharist is at the heart of 'Christian initiation', together
with Baptism and Confirmation, and it constitutes the source of
the Church’s life itself.
From this Sacrament of love, in fact, flows every authentic
journey of faith, of communion, and of witness."
For children who are preparing to receive their First Holy
Communion, this is a big deal. And for all of us, no matter how
many times we have received Our Lord in the Holy Eucharist,
it should always be a big deal.
What makes it so special the first time is the same thing that
makes it special every time!
Jesus comes to us in a unique way in the Eucharist. When He
comes, we receive Him into our body and our soul. This is very
beautiful, personal, and intimate. We should not take it for
granted!
This is why the first time a family member makes their Holy
Communion, it is an exciting event for the whole family. The
boy or girl preparing for this sacrament is going to be
profoundly united with Jesus in a way that they never have
before!
It is such a holy, joyful occasion. And the very act of
celebrating reveals our belief in the True Presence of Jesus in
the Eucharist.
First Holy Communion is, without question, a time of great
joy. The saints in heaven, who are delighted to intercede for us,
are celebrating along with your family.
St. Mother Teresa also has words for you and your family:
"Jesus has made Himself the Bread of Life to give us life. Night
and day, He is there. If you really want to grow in love, come
back to the Eucharist…
© the catholic company because faith matters by Whitney Hetzel

We welcome our children who are preparing for their
First Holy Communion to Mass and we ask our
parishioners to keep them in your prayers.
Jesus, Bless the children who are preparing
to receive the Holy Eucharist for the first time.
May their day be an initial step into a life-long love of the
Eucharist. Give them a hunger for this sacred food so that
they turn to you for comfort, guidance, and wisdom as they
grow into full discipleship.
Thank you for their innocence and goodness.
May their hands, extended in anticipation of your Body and
Blood, inspire all of us to cherish this sacred Sacrament.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Seeking interested applicants for the below positions;

•Permanent School Crossing Supervisor:
St Marks Primary School Drummoyne

•Casual School Crossing Supervisor:

Canada Bay Local Government Area
For information visit
https://jobs.transport.nsw.gov.au/job-invite/63095/

Launch of “The Catholic Mass” booklet
Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP
last Sunday launched a
stunning publication which
explains in simple terms the
beauty and meaning of the
Catholic Mass.
The companion guide helps
captures the mysteries and
beauty of the Mass. With
explanations of each part of
the Mass from Sacred
Scripture, Church teachings
and the Saints, this booklet is
the perfect guide and resource
for a richer and deeper
appreciation and, more importantly, participation in
the beautiful act of worship for both new and
well-formed Catholics.

Cost $3 from the Parish office or purchase from
The Mustard Seed Bookshop

The Sacrament of Confirmation for Adults
Will be administered at St Mary’s Cathedral, Sydney
on Pentecost Sunday, 5 June 2022 at 10.30am.
If you are a baptised adult catholic wishing to make
your Confirmation contact the Parish office for
preparation and registration.

† Thursday 19 May - Rosary
The Rosary is prayed each Thursday in May
following 9:30am Mass.

†Sunday 22 May - Year 3 Family Mass
Join us at 9:00am Mass and celebrate your child
and family, in their faith journey.

†Tuesday 24 May - Our Lady, Help of Christians
‘This is your mother.’ Under the title of Help of
Christians, Mary was chosen as Patroness of
Australasia by the First Provincial Synod, convened
by Archbishop Bede Polding, in Sydney in 1844.
The fledgling colonies needed Mary’s help at that
time, as the nation does today. We are helped
through Mary’s powerful intercession, and through
the example of her life that we find in the Gospels.
Mass at 9:30am will be celebrated with
St Mark’s Primary School Children attending.

Laudato Si’ Week (16-24 May) is a celebration of Pope
Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si’ and a call to action for
Catholics around the world to care for our common
home.
You can participate through prayer, action and
reflection created by the ACBC Office for Justice,
Ecology and Peace.
Go to www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au

Prayer

†Friday 27 May - CWL Monthly Meeting Cancelled
Our May CWL meeting will be cancelled and we
will hold our next meeting on Friday 24 June 2022.

†Sunday 29 May - The Ascension of the Lord
God mounts his throne to shouts of joy.

†Sunday 29 May - World Communications Day
World Communications Day was established by
Pope Paul VI in 1967 as an annual celebration
that encourages us to reflect on the opportunities
and challenges that the modern means of social
communication (the press, motions pictures, radio,
television and the internet) afford the Church to
communicate the gospel message.

†Sunday 29 May - Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
We observe this octave from 29 May - 5 June 2022,
between the feasts of the Ascension and Pentecost.
As the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins in
other parts of the world, however, let us keep in our
prayers these themes, the ecumenical movement,
and pray for the unity of the whole Church.

†Tuesday 31 May - Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Blessed are you, O Virgin
Mary, for your firm believing,
that the promises of the Lord
would be fulfilled.

Gracious God,
you are good to all and compassionate
to all your works.
As we commence Laudato Si’ Week:
we are mindful of your generous love in all creation,
we acknowledge the traditional owners of the land
on which we live,
we accept your invitation to engage with the
wisdom of Laudato Si’ .
With Pope Francis, concerned citizens
and all creation,
we commit to the call and challenge
of the week ahead,
so that, in prayer and protest, silence and song,
reflection and renewal,
we might live the Easter promise of love’s triumph.
We make this prayer in the name of Jesus,
our risen Lord, through the power of the Holy Spirit,
now and for ever.
Amen

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and
vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:
Lina Giannandrea, Rocco Zoccali, Meagan Ficarra,
Patricia Ficarra, Heather Burbidge, Wendy Madden and
Patricia Ryan. If you wish to have a name added to our sick

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses
Monday & Friday 8:00am
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am
Wednesday 7:30am
Saturday 12 noon
Saturday Reconciliation
11:30am - 11:55am
Saturday Vigil 5:30pm
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm
Scan the QR code to donate to support the
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

list for prayers please contact the parish office.

Remembering those who have gone before us.
Thea Betteridge, Fruto Milan, Gladys Mallqui(Snr),
Antonio Scioscia, Cecilia Chye, Mario Di Palma,
Filomena Di Palma and Frank Ianni.

Recently Deceased. Mark Kennedy, David Shepherd, and
Maria Paraggio.

We pray for all who have anniversaries at this time & who
have passed recently & offer our prayers & condolences.
May they rest in peace.

No offertory! Our collection bowls are not passed around.
Our Church continues with your generous donations?
We have collection baskets located throughout the Church for
your envelopes and cash, we offer tap n’ pray machines in our
Church entrance for your cards.
There are Green Cards Planned Giving Cards for parishioners
to fill in for a tax deduction on their donation.
We thank you for your kindness and donations.
First Collection: is for the upkeep of the Priests.
Second Collection: is for the running of the Church & Parish.

Nurses Prayer
I pray I do my part
to lift each downcast
spirit
and to soothe each heavy
heart.
May my touch bring
reassurance.
May my voice be soothing
too,
May my gentle care remind them
Of the love they have in You.
Amen

With COVID still circulating, our Church doors and windows
are to remain open to provide adequate ventilation when we
have a congregation.
As winter is upon us, heating will be on for our weekend
Masses. The heat flows from the floor vents at the side aisles If
you feel the cold we suggest you sit in the pews at the side aisle
and dress appropriately.

We welcome into our faith community this
Sunday through the
Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s

Jack Michael La Rosa &
Sebastian Charlie Leotta
and we congratulate their parents.
God bless you.

St Mark’s Catholic Parish
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047
Tel: (02) 9181 1795
Email: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

St Mark’s Church Hearing
Loop installed
Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on
the pew for others to pick up.

Administrator: Fr Denis Minns OP
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP
Pastoral Associate: Sr Antonia Nedu ISR
Chair Parish Pastoral Council: Ms Celine Cheng
School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.
St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land.

Welcome to 2021

Gospel Reflection: The passage from the Gospel of John actually comes from the Last Supper account, as is indicated by the opening
line: ‘When Judas had gone’. However, the passage is being used during the post-resurrection Easter season. The passage about
being glorified can be read in this context as referring to the crucifixion that was, rather than the crucifixion that is still to come in
the original setting. The reference that Jesus will not be with the disciples much longer can also be read as an indicator towards the
Ascension. It is a clever liturgical use of a gospel passage out of its intended context.
The second half of the gospel passage is perhaps the more familiar section. It is a common text for marriage ceremonies. However,
sometimes its selection is purely based on the use of the term ‘love’. Earlier in his ministry, Jesus was asked which commandment
was the most important. He replied that you must love the Lord your God with all your heart and that you must love your neighbour
as yourself. (Mt 22) The ‘new’ commandment that he issues at the Last Supper is not so much a new commandment as a variation
on a theme. The newness highlights the changes that are occurring in the small group of friends. His language conveys an
imperative: you must love one another, ‘just as I have loved you’. He tells the disciples – and us – that the way they behave towards
one another must be with the same love that Jesus treated them. And the love that Jesus gave was the love of God for all the world.
So the love that Jesus commands the disciples (us) to show one another is nothing less than the powerful love of God.
Have you thought? Love I love my dog! I love your hair! I love that new song! I absolutely love chocolate! We throw around the
word ‘love’ so casually today that it has almost lost its meaning. The decision whether or not to say ‘I love you’ in a relationship has
become a major dilemma – or alternatively, just the formula that has to be said to get what you want! Jesus did not use the word so
casually or so inappropriately. He spoke of love very deliberately and very specifically. Jesus calls us to share in the selfless love that
he modelled and to follow his example.
Gospel Focus – God’s Love What does it mean to love as Jesus loved? The love Jesus poured out to all was an expression of God’s love
that has been poured out to all creation since the very beginning and continues to be poured out today. God’s love doesn’t keep
score. When humankind turned its back on God, God’s love continued to call them back to faithful relationship. God’s love is not
conditional – whatever we do, God continues to love us. There is no barrier that we can construct that God’s love cannot get
around. It is this sort of love that the new commandment demands of us.
Living the Gospel – Love is all around Love surrounds us all the time. It is impossible to turn on a radio without hearing ‘love’ used
in one way or another. Love is the most common theme of songs, poetry, literature and art. Although we might bemoan the casual
use of ‘love’, the fact remains that we fill our lives with the sounds and images of love. It’s easier to imagine the all-pervasive nature
of God’s love when we recognise just how pervasive the commercial and artistic expressions of love have become. As Christian
people, the challenge that faces us is to imbue these expressions with a richer, deeper notion of love.
Questions?
Q. What is the glorification to which Jesus refers?
Q. In what ways does ‘love’ get misused today?
Q. How does the command to love as Jesus loved challenge you?
© Greg Sunter

A Prayer to Our Beloved Mother

Beloved Mother, I come to you with prayers for healing of mind, body and
spirit. I ask you to hear my special concern and to place my needs before
your Son who you nutured and cared for with all your heart. Help me to
release all fears and doubts that cause me anxiety and bring me peace and
comfort through your blessed intercession.
Let me be receptive of God’s will and help me to learn compassion through
my suffering. Teach me to love others as brothers and sisters in Christ.
Give me the strength and understanding to forgive and to receive others’
forgiveness. Blessed Mother, help me to grow closer to your Son in
everything I do. Renew my spirit and restore my soul through your
intercession.
I seek your guidance and protection, remembering these words: “Create a
pure heart in me, O God, and put a new and loyal spirit in me”.
All this I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Safeguarding Refresher Training for Parish Volunteers

Safeguarding Refresher Training for volunteers is now available via zoom or online. It is mandatory within
the Archdiocese and a requirement in terms of meeting our obligations under the National Catholic
Safeguarding Standards (Standard 7), that every three years Volunteers complete refresher
Safeguarding Training.
Online Refresher training: Volunteers can register for the Online Refresher Training
via this link https://forms.gle/XuQFsRsvq3BYtXqT9
* A tale of two furies. Double standards in politics?
* Parents HANG UP on kid’s phones.
* DON’T MISS OUT! The CW Informed Voter ’s Election Guide
* An extraordinary man. Famed aussie composer dies.
* Sydney’s ‘Anglican’ Catholic Parish
* EXCLUSIVE. This timeless faith. Cardinal Pell writes for The Catholic Weekly.
CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER

$2

Welcome to 2021
St Mark’s COVID requirements.

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

