
 

n the Book of the Apocalypse, we read of the vision of "the woman clothed in 

the sun and with the moon at her feet". The woman is about to give birth to a 
child and a great dragon is waiting to devour it. Frustrated in the attempts to 
overcome the mother and child, "the dragon went elsewhere to make war on 
the rest of her children, the men who keep God's commandments and hold fast 
to the truth concerning Jesus". (Apoc. 12). 
Christian tradition has seen in this "woman" a reference to Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, who is also the mother of his followers. 
Mary's spiritual motherhood of all people is one of the most ancient of Christian 
traditions; for Mary gave birth to Jesus not as a private person but as our 
saviour and head. Even within Mary's virginal womb, Christ our saviour bore the 
exalted title of head of the Church. "The conception of Christ is the beginning of 
the Christian people and the birth of the Head is the birth of the Body". (St. Leo 

the Great) 

Through baptism, we have been united with Christ to share with him his life and 
glory; we have become brothers and sisters of Christ, adopted children of the 
same Father in heaven. And Mary is the spiritual mother of Christ's brothers and 
sisters by grace just as surely as she is the physical mother of Christ. 
"Christ is not in the head nor in the body but the whole Christ is in both head 
and body together". (St. Augustine) And Mary is the mother of the whole Christ. 
"She is the mother of the members of Christ ... having co-operated by a positive 
act of love in the birth of the faithful in the Church, who are the members of 
that head". (St. Augustine) 
Since Mary is our mother, she has all of a mother's intense love and interest for 
us. We may go to her with confidence - confiding to her our interests, laying 
before her our sorrows and difficulties, having recourse to her in all our needs 
and temptations. 
There are many people who regularly ask for our Lady's assistance for the grace 
of a good confession, for spiritual advancement, for peace in the home, for 
conversion of sinners, for financial assistance, for a Catholic partner in life, for 
better health, for daily needs both spiritual and temporal. 
But remember: Mary does not operate independently of God. Mary will only ask 
God for what is God's will for us. And her constant reply to us will be the one 
she gave to the servants at the marriage feast of Cana: "Do whatever he tells 
you". (John 2, 5.) 
Catholics say to one another, "Pray for me," because they know that all the 
members of the Body of Christ help one another. They ask the saints in heaven 
to pray for them, because these are close to God and their prayers are powerful. 
But there is no member of the Church closer and dearer to Christ than Mary. 
She is far superior to all the angels and saints. Hence the Church pays her unique 
honour, but always short of adoration which is due to God alone, After the 
Lord's prayer and the Creed, there is no better prayer than the "Hail Mary." 
Millions at all times of the day, in all parts of the world say it. It is made up of the 
words of the angel Gabriel and of Elizabeth to Mary, to which is added the 
petition of the Church.                       ©  Catholics Australia.com.au   

 

Hail Mary, full of grace,  
the Lord is with thee.  

Blessed art thou among women,  
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  

Holy Mary, Mother of God,  
pray for us sinners, now,  

and at the hour of our death.  
Amen 

The Charitable Works Fund (CWF) May Appeal is happening this weekend and we need your 
help. The devastation of the last two years has especially taken its toll on the most vulnerable in 
Sydney: those facing unemployment, homelessness, mental health concerns, and more.  
Special envelopes are available in the Church foyer or you to donate, which can be placed in 
any of the collection baskets or donate online at www.outfaithourworks.org/cwf   
Donation of $2 or more are tax deductible.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
http://www.outfaithourworks.org/cwf


  

Second Reading             Revelation 7.9, 14b-17 

A reading from the book of Revelation.  
The Lamb will be their shepherd & will lead them to springs of water. 
After this I, John, looked, and there was a great  
multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing  
before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, 
with palm branches in their hands.  
And one of the elders then said to me, “These are they 
who have come out of the great ordeal; they have 
washed their robes and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb.  
For this reason they are before the throne of God, and  
worship him day and night within his temple, and the 
one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. They 
will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not 
strike them, nor any scorching heat; for the Lamb at the 
centre of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will 
guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will 
wipe away every tear from their eyes.”  

Gospel                                      John 10.27-30 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 
I give my sheep eternal life. 
Jesus said: My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and 
they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will  
never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 
What my Father has given me is greater than all else, 
and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. The 
Father and I are one.  

Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,  
his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty; from there he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  
Amen. 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana. 
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal 

© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

Entrance Antiphon                      Cf. Ps 32:5-6

(All) The merciful love of the Lord fills the earth; by the 
word of the Lord the heavens were made, alleluia. 

Gloria       
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of 
good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you,  
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the 
world, receive our prayer; you are seated at the right 
hand of the Father, have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the 
Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with 
the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

First Reading                   Acts 13.14, 43 -  52 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles  
We are now turning to the gentiles. 
Paul and Barnabas went on from Perga and came to 
Antioch in Pisidia. On the Sabbath day they went into 
the synagogue and sat down. 
 

When the meeting of the synagogue broke up, many 
Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul 
and Barnabas, who spoke to them and urged them to 
continue in the grace of God. 
 

The next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to 
hear the word of the Lord. But when the Jewish  
officials saw the crowds, they were filled with  
jealousy; and blaspheming, they contradicted what 
was spoken by Paul. 
 

Then both Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly,  
saying, “It was necessary that the word of God should 
be spoken first to you. Since you reject it and judge 
yourselves to be unworthy of eternal life, we are now 
turning to the Gentiles. For so the Lord has  
commanded us, saying, ‘I have set you to be a light 
for the Gentiles, so that you may bring salvation to the 
ends of the earth.’” When the Gentiles heard this, 
they were glad and praised the word of the Lord; and 
as many as had been destined for eternal life became 
believers. 
 

Thus the word of the Lord spread throughout the  
region. But the officials incited the devout women of 
high standing and the leading men of the city, and stirred up  
persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out 
of their region. So they shook the dust off their feet in protest 
against them, and went to Iconium. And the disciples were 
filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. 
 

Responsorial Psalm              Psalm 100.1 - 2, 3, 5 (R.3c) 

(R.) We are God’s’ people, the sheep of his flock.  
1. Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the 
Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing. (R.) 
 

2. Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we 
are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. (R.) 
 
 

3. For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 
and his faithfulness to all generations.  (R.) 

Gospel Acclamation                              Jn 10:14 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; I know my 
sheep, and mine know me. 
Alleluia! 



 
 

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: With confidence that the Shepherd hears us, we 
confidently raise our prayers and petitions.                            
 

Reader: We pray that the church may listen to the voice 
of the Shepherd, guided by his example of tenderness 
and love. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: We pray on this World Day for Vocations, that 
we all will acknowledge the need for lives dedicated to 
our baptismal vocation to be Christ to all we meet.       
(pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: We pray for mothers, grandmothers and all who 
have played a motherly role in our lives, that they be 
blessed for the loving care they have shown us.    
(pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 
 

Reader: We pray for those gathered here as your people. 
Fill us with your Holy Spirit and help us to serve each  
other and the world around us. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      

Reader: We pray for those who have died, that they will 
be granted eternal life. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Leader: Loving God, hear the prayers we bring to you this 
day. We know your voice and strive to be attentive to it, 
living lives in intimate union with you. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord.  
All: Amen. 
 

Communion Antiphon                               
The Good Shepherd has risen, who laid down his life 
for his sheep and willingly died for his flock, alleluia. 

 

I thank you, Creator of us all,  
for my mother.  

I thank you that she gave me life and nurtured me all those 
years. 

She gave me my faith, helping me to know you and  

to know Jesus and his ways. 

She taught me how to love and how to sacrifice for others.  

She taught me that it was okay to cry and that  

I should always tell the truth. 

Bless her with the graces she needs and  

which you want to give her today. 

Help her to feel precious in your eyes today and  

to know that I love her.  

Give her strength and courage, compassion and peace. 

Bless her this day with your love.  

Amen. 

Our Lady of Fátima 

This feast commemorates the visions of Our Lady seen near 
Fátima in Portugal in 1917 by three shepherd children, Lúcia 

dos Santos and her cousins Jacinta and Francisco Marto.  
 

The visions 
occurred on the 
13th day of each 

month from May to 
October, and by 

October huge 
crowds were 

gathering at the site 
of the visions and 
reporting visions 
and miraculous 

occurrences 
themselves. 

 

Pope John Paul 
II was devoted to 

Our Lady of 
Fátima and 

attributed his 
survival of an 

assassin’s bullet on 
13 May 1981 to her 

intervention. 
  

Jacinta and Francisco Marto, who died in the great Spanish Flu 
pandemic of 1919-20, were beatified on 13 May 2000. 

Our candidates begin their  
First Holy Communion  

Sessions this week  
and we ask that you keep 

them in your prayers.  

Prayer to Jesus  
 

Christ be with me.  
Christ be beside me.  
Christ be before me.  
Christ be behind me.  
Christ at my right hand.  
Christ at my left hand.  
Christ be with me everywhere 
I go.  
Christ be my friend, for ever and ever.  



 

The Regina Coeli - Queen of Heaven  
 

V. Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia. 
R. For He whom you did merit to bear, alleluia. 

V. Has risen, as he said, alleluia. 
R. Pray for us to God, alleluia. 

V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia. 
R. For the Lord has truly risen, alleluia.  

Let us pray.  
O God, who gave joy to the world through the 
resurrection of Thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 

grant we beseech Thee, that through the 
intercession of the Virgin Mary, His Mother, we 

may obtain the joys of everlasting life.  
Through the same Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

A Blessing of Mothers  
Tender, gentle God of love,  

bend down your ear:  
bless the mothers of our families.  

 

Bless them with the strength of your Spirit,  
as they taught their children to walk.  

Bless them with the melody of your love,  
as they shared how to talk and sing.  

 

Bless them with a place  
at your eternal dinner table,  

they who fed and nurtured life.  
 

Bless them today with good things, with 
good health, with pride in their children, 

with joy, love and laughter.  
 

Surround them with many good friends.  
May they who carried life in their wombs 
be carried one day to your divine embrace.  

May your blessings  
descend on all mothers.  

Amen!   
 

Alleluia!  

With the encouragement of Archbishop 
Anthony Fisher OP, the World Meeting of 
Families will be celebrated locally in the 
Archdiocese of Sydney over the period  

Friday 24 June to Sunday 26 June. 
 
 

Official Prayer for the World Meeting of families 2022. 
Heavenly Father,  

We come before You to praise You  
and to thank You for the great gift of the family.  

We pray to You for all families  
consecrated by the Sacrament of Matrimony.  

May they rediscover each day the grace they have received, and as 
small domestic Churches,  

may they know how to witness to Your presence  
and to the love with which Christ loves the Church.  

We pray to You for all families faced with difficulty and suffering 
caused by illness or  

circumstances of which only You know.  
Sustain them and make them aware  

of the path to holiness upon which You call them,  
so that they might experience Your infinite mercy  

and find new ways to grow in love.  
We pray to You for children and young people:  
may they encounter You and respond joyfully  

to the vocation You have in mind for them;  
We pray for parents and grandparents:  

may they be aware that they are signs of the fatherhood and 
motherhood of God in caring for the children who,  

in body and spirit, You entrust to them;  
and for the experience of fraternity that the family can give to the 

world  
Lord, grant that each family  

might live their specific vocation to holiness in the Church as a call 
to become missionary disciples,  

in the service of life and peace, in communion with our priests, 
religious, and all vocations in the Church.  

Bless the World Meeting of Families. 
 Amen.  

St Mark’s Parish Year 3 Family Mass 9:00am Sunday 22 May. 

The purpose of World Day of Prayer for Vocations is to 
publicly fulfill the Lord's instruction to, "Pray the Lord of the 
harvest to send laborers into his harvest" (Mt 9:38; Lk 10:2).  
As a climax to a prayer that is continually offered throughout the 
Church, it affirms the primacy of faith and grace in all that 
concerns vocations to the priesthood and to the consecrated 
life. While appreciating all vocations, the Church concentrates its 
attention this day on vocations to the ordained ministries 
(priesthood and diaconate), consecrated life in all its forms (male 
and female religious life, societies of apostolic life, consecrated 
virginity), secular institutes in their diversity of services and 
membership, and to the missionary life. 

59th Anniversary of the World Day of Prayer for Vocations  



             Our restoration on  
             St Mark’s Stations of the Cross begins.  
 

Our timeframe is unknown based on the condition 
of each station. There will be scaffolding up in the 
Church for the craftsman to work at the stations.  
  

The scope of the restoration work is… 
1. Clean, wash the dust and dirt.  
2. All cracks filled with fusing material. 
3. Broken hands and other defects rebuilt. 
4. Corners and edges rebuilt and rectified.  
5. Spot fill the missing painted parts of the stations. 

† Thursday 12 May - Rosary  

The Rosary is prayed each Thursday in May 
following 9:30am Mass.  

†Friday 13 May - Our Lady of Fatima   

This feast commemorates the visions of Our Lady 
seen near Fátima in Portugal in1917.  
Mass at 8.00am  

†Tuesday 24 May - Our Lady, Help of Christians   

‘This is your mother.’ Under the title of Help of 
Christians, Mary was chosen as Patroness of 
Australasia by the First Provincial Synod, convened 
by Archbishop Bede Polding, in Sydney in 1844.  
The fledgling colonies needed Mary’s help at that 
time, as the nation does today. We are helped 
through Mary’s powerful intercession, and through 
the example of her life that we find in the Gospels.  
Mass at 9:30am will be celebrated with  
St Mark’s Primary School Children attending.  

†Sunday 22 May - Year 3 Family Mass  

Join us at 9:00am Mass and celebrate your child  
and family, in their faith journey.  

†Friday 27 May - CWL Monthly Meeting    

Our next CWL meeting will be held, starting with a 
bring your own lite lunch from 11.30am before our 
meeting at 1:00pm. Upstairs in the Parish Centre. 

†Sunday 29 May - The Ascension of the Lord 
God mounts his throne to shouts of joy.    

†Sunday 29 May - World Communications Day 

World Communications Day was established by 
Pope Paul VI in 1967 as an annual celebration 
that encourages us to reflect on the opportunities 
and challenges that the modern means of social 
communication (the press, motions pictures, radio, 
television and the internet) afford the Church to 
communicate the gospel message.  

†Sunday 29 May - Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  

We observe this octave from 29 May - 5 June 2022, 
between the feasts of the Ascension and Pentecost. 
As the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins in 
other parts of the world, however, let us keep in our 
prayers these themes, the ecumenical movement, 
and pray for the unity of the whole Church.  

†Tuesday 31 May - Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

Blessed are you, O Virgin Mary, for your firm 
believing, that the promises of the Lord would be 
fulfilled.  

 

The month of May is a time when the People of God express with particular intensity their 
love and devotion for the Blessed Virgin Mary. It is traditional in this month to pray the 
Rosary. I want to encourage everyone to rediscover the beauty of praying the Rosary in the 
Month of May.                             His Holiness Pope Francis    

 

Led by Maria we will pray The Rosary each Thursday in May 12th, 19th & 26th 
following the 9:30am Mass. 

Contemplating the face of Christ with the heart of Mary our Mother  
will make us even more united. 

Journeying towards Synod 2023 
Invitation to Pre-Synodal Meeting  
 

You are invited 
to join Bishop 

Terry Brady and 
Bishop Richard 
Umbers at the 
pre-synodal 

meeting for the 
Archdiocese to 

be held on  
May14  
at 10am  

Mary MacKillop Place, Mount Street, North Sydney. 
The meeting will provide an outline of the diocesan 

report & conclude with Mass, followed by a light 
lunch.  

 

Please RSVP to Sr Jo Brady jo.brady@sydneycatholic.org  
Please advise of any dietary requirements  

mailto:jo.brady@sydneycatholic.org


 
 

 

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
 

Monday & Friday 8:00am  
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am  
Saturday 12 noon  

Saturday Reconciliation 
11:30am - 11:55am  

 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm  

 

 Scan the QR code to donate to support the  
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and 

vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:  
Rocco Zoccali, Meagan Ficarra, Patricia Ficarra,  
Heather Burbidge, Wendy Madden and Patricia Ryan. 
If you wish to have a name added to our sick list for 
prayers please contact the parish office.   

Remembering those who have gone before us. 

Fruto Milan, Gladys Mallqui (Snr), Antonio Scioscia, Cecilia 
Chye, Mario Di Palma, Filomena Di Palma and Frank Ianni,  
  

Recently Deceased. Maria Paraggio.  

We pray for all who have anniversaries at this time & who 

   have passed recently & offer our prayers & condolences.   
                 May they rest in peace.   

 
St Mark’s Catholic Parish  

33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     
Tel: (02) 9181 1795    

Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Administrator:  Fr Denis Minns OP     
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP   

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your 
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on 

the pew for others to pick up.  

St. Mark’s Parish  
United in Baptism,  

Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 

Reaching Out to Those in Need, 
Journeying Together,  

Growing in Faith.  

        We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s 
 

Callum Phillip Moetint & 
Louie Cole Goddard   
and we congratulate their parents. 

   God bless you. 

No offertory! Our collection bowls are not passed around.  
Our Church continues with your generous donations? 

 

We have collection baskets located throughout the Church for 
your envelopes and cash, we offer tap n’ pray machines in our 

Church entrance for your cards.  
There are Green Cards Planned Giving Cards for parishioners 

to fill in for a tax deduction on their donation.  
We thank you for your kindness and donations.  
First Collection: is for the upkeep of the Priests.  

Second Collection: is for the running of the Church & Parish.  

The Month of May. Within the cycle of a year, the 
Church unfolds the whole of the mystery of Christ, 
from his incarnation and birth until his ascension, the 
day of Pentecost, and the expectation of blessed hope 
and of the Lord’s return. 
 
In celebrating this annual cycle of Christ’s mysteries, 
the Church honours with special love Mary, the 
Mother of God, who is joined by an inseparable bond 
to the saving work of her Son. In her the Church holds 
up and admires the most excellent effect of the 
redemption and joyfully contemplates, as in a flawless 
image, that which the Church itself desires and hopes 
wholly to be.  

We remember today, all our Mothers who have passed. 
You left me beautiful memories 
      Your love is still my guide, 

 And though we cannot see you, 
           You’re always at my side.   

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Welcome to 2021  

 

 

CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER  
$2 

 * Families reveal real issues of the election.  
    *  Life Law: Is the US Supreme Court about to set the record straight?     

   * Men on the march.     
* New science backs Shroud.  

 

Safeguarding Refresher Training for Parish Volunteers 
Safeguarding Refresher Training for volunteers is now available via zoom or online. It is mandatory within 

the Archdiocese and a requirement in terms of meeting our obligations under the National Catholic 
Safeguarding Standards (Standard 7), that every three years Volunteers complete refresher  

Safeguarding Training. 
  

Online Refresher training: Volunteers can register for the Online Refresher Training  
via this link https://forms.gle/XuQFsRsvq3BYtXqT9  

Gospel Reflection: Shepherds in the first century did not have a particularly good reputation. Whilst the task itself was a responsible 
one, it was usually undertaken by hired help – usually young men or even boys. Being hired help, they had little allegiance to the 
flock and were generally regarded as basically untrustworthy and often accused of illicitly selling off the sheep’s milk and even the 
occasional lamb. They lived for months at a time out in the hills with the sheep; often risking their lives in defence of their flock, yet 
still regarded with suspicion. Shepherds were held in such low regard that they could not appear in court as a witness. Yet, despite 
this grim picture of shepherds, Jesus described himself as the Good Shepherd. With that one word, he acknowledged the reputation 
of shepherds but utterly dismissed it by describing himself as a shepherd – but a good shepherd. He chose to describe himself as the 
worst of all occupations but raised the status to unimpeachable heights. 
In describing himself as the good shepherd, Jesus joined a distinguished list of biblical shepherds: Abraham, his son Isaac, and 
grandson Jacob were all shepherds; Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, when God appeared to him in the 
burning bush and revealed God’s name; and the great King, David, began life as a humble shepherd-boy. So, despite the poor  
reputation of shepherds in Jewish society, some of the greatest leaders of the Jews began life as shepherds. 
Today’s gospel passage follows the famous ‘good shepherd’ passage in the gospel of John and continues on the image. The passage 
portrays Jesus as ‘claiming’ his flock; guaranteeing them not only safety but also eternal life. This oath of loyalty and commitment is 
all the stronger and more remarkable in light of Jesus’ rehabilitation of the status of shepherds  

Historical Context – The Father and I are one?  The final sentence of today’s passage has Jesus declaring, ‘The Father and I are one.’ 
It seems a fitting way to finish the gospel reading for liturgical use in the Easter season. However, the passage in John’s gospel  
continues on. Immediately upon hearing these words, the listening crowd grab rocks and are about to stone Jesus to death! They 
were horrified by his apparent blasphemy – claiming to be one with God. Such a bold declaration of oneness with the Father was no 
doubt used by the gospel writer to try to eradicate emerging questions about the divinity of Jesus. 

Scriptural context – Feed my sheep?  When Jesus asks Peter, ‘Do you love me?’ and Peter repeatedly assures Jesus that he does, Jesus 
instructs Peter to ‘Feed my sheep’. This image of feeding sheep is used to describe the caring leadership Peter is to take over the other 
disciples and the other followers of Jesus. The image of a shepherd has carried through the years and finds expression in the stylised 
shepherd’s crook (crosier) that is carried as a symbol of office by bishops. The people of the church are often referred to as the  
bishop’s flock – further carrying on the image of a shepherd and his sheep. 

Have you thought? Why John? You may have noticed that during the Easter season, we have been hearing exclusively from the  
gospel of John. But aren’t we in Year C of the liturgical cycle – the year of Luke? Well, yes, but … The gospel of the year is  
predominantly proclaimed during Ordinary Time. However, there is no Year of John. This gospel is read during the Easter season 
and at other specific feasts and seasons. As the synoptic gospels focus on the life and ministry of Jesus, the theological and  
metaphoric nature of John’s gospel is much more suited to the post-resurrection season of Easter.  
Questions? 
Q. What phrase from today’s reading carries special significance to you? Why?   
Q. What meaning does the image of the ‘good shepherd’ hold for you?     
Q. What is your understanding of ‘eternal life’?                                                © Greg Sunter    

 People across the country are invited to participate in a 
national prayer pilgrimage as the Catholic Church in 

Australia prepares for the Second Assembly of the  
5th Plenary Council of Australia in Sydney from 3-9 July.  

 
We pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance and grace for the 
Members who will gather and also for ourselves and the 
Church, that we may have the courage to follow where 

God is leading us.  

 

The “Walking in the Spirit” 
pilgrimage starts on Easter Sunday, 

April 17, and leads up to the 
opening of the second – and final – 

assembly on Sunday, July 3. 
 

Click here for full story.   

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/
https://forms.gle/XuQFsRsvq3BYtXqT9
https://mediablog.catholic.org.au/catholics-invited-to-surround-plenary-council-in-prayer/


Welcome to 2021  

St Mark’s COVID requirements. 

 
 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

Our Lady of Fatima 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

