Parish Hero: 50 years of caring a ‘gift’
You and I, like Peter, are enabled by grace to repent of our
betrayals of Our Lord, some major, most minor, and to claim:
“Lord, you know that I love you.”
But, this claim has to be evidenced by concrete action. In the
case of Peter it was to feed and shepherd “my lambs, my
sheep.” What will manifest our professed love? In the words
of Father Richard Rohr, it is to love what God loves.
Of course, we have to love our fellow human beings, but
leaving it there would be inadequate. “For God so loved the
cosmos as to give the Son.” (Jn 3:16,17) So what must we do?
Recall, Our Lord says elsewhere, “You are the Salt of the
Earth.” You must preserve the Earth so that it does not
decay and so that it is a suitable habitation for all the
creatures, including us, for whom the Earth is a common
home.
He went on: “You are the Light of the Cosmos.” You are the
enlightened mind and the enflamed heart of the whole
cosmos, enabling it to understand its existence and to love
God for it.
We could pause for a moment to reflect on the words of
Pope Francis: “We, the women and men of the Church, we
are in the middle of a love story and each of us is a link in this
chain of love. And if we do not understand this, we have
understood nothing of what the Church is.”

Parishioner Keith Cox is a
special person that has
supported the community and
our parish for many years.
This week Keith launched his
book ‘A Caring Life’
As one of Australia’s first
dedicated oncology nurses,
he has cared for people in their
tough times to find joy.
Meet Keith and purchase a
copy of his book following
9:00am Mass.
‘A Caring Life’ is $34.99
published by Pan Macmillan
Australia and available now.
Purchase the Catholic Weekly
and read Keith’s interview about
his story
Available for $2 from the
Church foyer.
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The tradition of honouring Mary in the month of May
is a devotion to Our Lady, Jesus' blessed mother.
The month of May is a time when the People of God
express with particular intensity their love and devotion
for the Blessed Virgin Mary.
It is traditional in this month to pray the Rosary. I want to
encourage everyone to rediscover the beauty of praying
the Rosary in the Month of May. His Holiness Pope Francis
Led by Maria we will pray The Rosary each
Thursday May, 5th, 12th, 19th & 26
following the 9:30am Mass.
Contemplating the face of Christ with the heart of Mary
our Mother will make us even more united.

Gospel Acclamation
Entrance Antiphon
Cf. Ps 65:1-2
(All) Cry out with joy to God, all the earth; O sing to the
glory of his name. O render him glorious praise, alleluia.

Gloria

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of
good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you,
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the
Father, have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

First Reading
Acts 5.27-32, 40b-41
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
We are witnesses of these words, and so is the Holy Spirit.
The captain went with the temple and brought the
apostles, who were teaching in the temple, and had
them stand before the council. The high priest
questioned the apostles, saying, “We gave you strict
orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have
filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are
determined to bring this man’s blood on us.”
But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey
God rather than any human authority. The God of our
ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by
hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right
hand as Leader and Saviour that he might give
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we
are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit
whom God has given to those who obey him.”
Then the council ordered the apostles not to speak in
the name of Jesus, and let them go. As they left the
council, they rejoiced that they were considered
worthy to suffer dishonour for the sake of the name.
Responsorial Psalm Ps 30.1+3,4-5,10+11a+12b(R.1a)
(R.) I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued
me.
1. I will extol you, O Lord, for you have drawn me up,
and did not let my foes rejoice over me. O Lord, you
brought up my soul from Sheol, restored me to life
from among those gone down to the Pit. (R.)

2. Sing praises to the Lord, O you his faithful ones,
and give thanks to his holy name. For his anger is but
for a moment; his favour is for a lifetime. Weeping may
linger for the night, but joy comes with the morning(R.)
3. Hear, O Lord, and be gracious to me! O Lord, be my
helper! You have turned my mourning into dancing. O Lord
my God, I will give thanks to you forever. (R.)

Second Reading

Revelation 5.11-14
A reading from the book of Revelation.
The Lamb that was sacrificed is worthy to be given power, wealth & glory.

I, John, looked, and I heard the voice of many angels
surrounding the throne and the living creatures and the
elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of
thousands, singing with full voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that
was slaughtered to receive power and wealth and wisdom
and might and honour and glory and blessing!.
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and
under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them,
singing, “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be
blessing and honour and glory and might forever and ever!”
And the four living creatures said, ”Amen!”
And the elders fell down and worshipped.

1 Cor 5:7-8

Alleluia, alleluia!
Christ is risen, the Lord of all creation; he has shown
pity on all people.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Jn 21:1-19

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

Jesus stepped forward, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the
same with the fish.
Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of
Tiberias, and he showed himself in this way. Gathered there
together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin,
Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two
others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, “I am going
fishing.” They said to him, ‘We will go with you.” They went
out and got into the boat, but that night they caught
nothing. Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but
the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to
them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They
answered him, “No.” He said to them, “Cast the net to the
right side of the boat, and you will find some.”
So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in
because there were so many fish.
That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the
Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he
put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped
into the sea. But the other disciples came into the boat,
dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from
the land, only about ninety metres off. When they had
gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish
on it, and bread. Jesus said to them,” Bring some of the
fish that you have just caught.” So Simon Peter went
aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a
hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so
many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come
and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared
to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was
the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to
them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the
third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he
was raised from the dead. When they had finished
breakfast Jesus said to Simon Peter “ Simon son of
John, do you love me more than these?” He said to
him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said
to him, “Feed my Lambs.” A second time he said to
him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to
him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said
to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to him the third time,
“Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt
because he said to him the third time, “Do you love
me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything;
you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my
sheep.” Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger,
you used to fasten your own belt and go wherever you
wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your
hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and
take you where you do not wish to go.” He said this to
indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.
After this he said to him, “Follow me.”

Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the
Father almighty; from there he will come to judge the living
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
Leader: With confidence we raise our prayers to our God
of life and love.
Reader: We pray for world leaders and politicians; their
decisions may be governed by concern for common good
of all. (pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for the elderly and for those who care
for them, that they may find peace of mind and heart.
(pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for those who are considering their
vocation in life, that they may always recognise Christ in
their midst. (pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for all the faithful departed, that they
may know the joy of the resurrection. (pause).
Lord hear us:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: Heavenly Father, hear the prayers we offer today
and answer them according to your will. We ask this
through Christ, the risen Lord.
All: Amen.

Communion Antiphon
Lk 24:35
The disciples recognized the Lord Jesus in the breaking
of the bread, alleluia.

Contact the Parish office for full details to register

The Blessed Virgin Mary is the Mother of the
Church and therefore the example, as well as the
guide and inspiration, of everyone who, in and
through the Church, seeks to be the servant of
God and man and the obedient agent of the
promptings of the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit, as Pope Leo XIII reminded us, is
the soul of the Church: All the activity and
service of the members of the Church, beginning
with the supreme participation of the Blessed
Mother in the work of the Church, is vivified by
the Holy Spirit as the body, in all its activities, is
vivified by its soul. The Holy Spirit is the
Paraclete, Advocate, and Comforter which Christ
Himself sent to be our consolation in the
sorrowful mysteries of life, our source of
moderation in the joyful mysteries of life, our
added principle of exaltation in the glorious
mysteries of life.
So He was for the Blessed Mother; so also He is
for the least of us; so also He is for the rest of the
Church, even for those who are its unconscious
but conscientious members.
Wherever there is faith there is the example of
Mary, because she lived by faith as the Scriptures
remind us....
If, then, piety is the virtue which binds us to the
sources of all life, to God, to our parents, to the
Church, to Christ, certainly Christian piety binds
us, in grateful love, to Mary - or our acceptance
of Christ and of the mystery of our kinship with
Him is imperfect, partial, and unfulfilled. Cardinal John Wright

The Regina Coeli - Queen of Heaven
V. Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia.
R. For He whom you did merit to bear, alleluia.
V. Has risen, as he said, alleluia.
R. Pray for us to God, alleluia.
V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia.
R. For the Lord has truly risen, alleluia.
Let us pray.
O God, who gave joy to the world through the
resurrection of Thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, grant
we beseech Thee, that through the intercession of the
Virgin Mary, His Mother, we may obtain the joys of
everlasting life.
Through the same Christ our Lord.
Amen.

†Sunday 8 May - Mother’s Day
Mother’s Day has been celebrated in Australia on the
second Sunday of May since 1924. But, Catholics have
been celebrating a sort of mother’s day since the first few
centuries of the Church.

†Friday 13 May - Our Lady of Fatima
This feast commemorates the visions of Our Lady seen
near Fátima in Portugal in1917 by three shepherd
children, Lúcia dos Santos and her cousins Jacinta and
Francisco Marto. The visions occurred on the 13th day of
each month from May to October, and by October huge
crowds were gathering at the site of the visions and
reporting visions and miraculous occurrences
themselves.

†Tuesday 24 May - Our Lady, Help of Christians
‘This is your mother.’ Under the title of Help of
Christians, Mary was chosen as Patroness of Australasia
by the First Provincial Synod, convened by Archbishop
Bede Polding, in Sydney in 1844. The fledgling colonies
needed Mary’s help at that time, as the nation does today.
We are helped through Mary’s powerful intercession,
and through the example of her life that we find in the
Gospels.

†Sunday 29 May - The Ascension of the Lord
God mounts his throne to shouts of joy.

†Tuesday 31 May - Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Blessed are you, O Virgin Mary, for your firm believing,
that the promises of the Lord would be fulfilled.

An Act of Consecration to the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Holy Mary, Mother of God and Virgin,
I choose thee this day for my queen, patron, and advocate,
and firmly resolve and purpose never to abandon thee,
never to say or do anything against thee, nor to permit that
aught be done by others to dishonour thee.
Receive me, then, I conjure thee, as thy perpetual servant;
assist me in all my actions, and do not abandon me at the
hour of my death. Amen. — St. John Berchmans

†Thursday 5 May - Rosary
The Rosary is prayed each Thursday in May
following 9:30am Mass.

†Sunday 6 - 8 May - Day of Prayer for Vocations
40 hours for vocations at St Joachim’s Catholic
Church Lidcombe.

†Sunday 29 May - World Communications Day
World Communications Day was established by
Pope Paul VI in 1967 as an annual celebration
that encourages us to reflect on the opportunities
and challenges that the modern means of social
communication (the press, motions pictures, radio,
television and the internet) afford the Church to
communicate the gospel message.

Our restoration on
St Mark’s Stations of the Cross begins.
Our timeframe is unknown based on the condition
of each station. There will be scaffolding up from
Monday for the craftsman to work at the stations.
The scope of the restoration work is…
1. Clean, wash the dust and dirt.
2. All cracks filled with fusing material.
3. Broken hands and other defects rebuilt.
4. Corners and edges rebuilt and rectified.
5. Spot fill the missing painted parts of the stations.

†Sunday 29 May - Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
We observe this octave from 29 May - 5 June 2022,
between the feasts of the Ascension and Pentecost.
As the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins in
other parts of the world, however, let us keep in our
prayers these themes, the ecumenical movement,
and pray for the unity of the whole Church.

Registrations open for
RCIA Certification
Course.
Would you like to help those
interested in becoming
Catholic, in their journey
towards the Church?
Would you like to help those
interested in becoming
Catholic come to know Jesus
Christ and His Church?
The Catholic Archdiocese of
Sydney warmly welcomes
and invites you to participate
in this year’s first
Archdiocesan RCIA
Certification Course.

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and
vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:
Rocco Zoccali, Meagan Ficarra, Patricia Ficarra,
Heather Burbidge, Wendy Madden and Patricia Ryan.

If you wish to have a name added to our sick list for
prayers please contact the parish office.

Remembering those who have gone before us.
Mario Di Palma, Filomena Di Palma, Frank Ianni,
Bernice Minns, Sr Joan Sexton, Aileen Gardiner,
Hermes Serapio Rincon, Daniel Lao and Benedict Marsh.

We pray for all who have anniversaries at this time & who
have passed recently & offer our prayers & condolences.
May they rest in peace.

With Flowers for Mary

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses
Monday & Friday 8:00am
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am
Wednesday 7:30am
Saturday 12 noon
Saturday Reconciliation
11:30am - 11:55am
Saturday Vigil 5:30pm
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm
Scan the QR code to donate to support the
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

No offertory! Our collection bowls are not passed around.
Our Church continues with your generous donations?
We have collection baskets located throughout the Church for
your envelopes and cash, we offer tap n’ pray machines in our
Church entrance for your cards.
There are Green Cards Planned Giving Cards for parishioners
to fill in for a tax deduction on their donation.
We thank you for your kindness and donations.
First Collection: is for the upkeep of the Priests.
Second Collection: is for the running of the Church & Parish.

all mothers:

We welcome into our faith community this
Sunday through the
Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s
mothers while we
The Parish would like to
thank Giovanni and
Santa Iacono, who
donated a new Altar
Cloth for the Easter
weekend.
Santa made the cloth and
was determined to finish
it in time for Easter.
Fr Denis and Sr Antonia
and the parish
community thank them
for their generous gift.

St Mark’s Catholic Parish
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047
Tel: (02) 9181 1795
Email: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

Michael Aleksander Tama,
Luca Mitchell Hajje,
Jamie George Nader &
Oscar Hanbo Yang (RCIC)
and we congratulate their parents.
God bless you.
St. Mark’s Parish

United in Baptism, Nourished by the Eucharist,
Guided by the Holy Spirit,
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community,
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel,
Reaching Out to Those in Need,
Journeying Together, Growing in Faith.
St Mark’s Church Hearing
Loop installed
Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on
the pew for others to pick up.

Administrator: Fr Denis Minns OP
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP
Pastoral Associate: Sr Antonia Nedu ISR
Chair Parish Pastoral Council: Ms Celine Cheng
School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.
St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land.

Welcome to 2021

Gospel Reflection: Scholars suggest that the 21st chapter of the Gospel of John is a later addition to the gospel, especially given the
finality of the language at the end of chapter 20. The style of chapter 21 is much more church-oriented than the earlier chapters.
The barbeque breakfast on the beach takes on a Eucharistic feel and the passage is at pains to portray Peter as the leader of the
disciples and the one chosen by Jesus to provide leadership into the future. We must remember that the Gospel of John was written
almost 70 years after the death of Jesus and if this final chapter is indeed an addition then it is likely written some time in the 2nd
century. It was only in the late 1st and early 2nd centuries that the church began to adopt a structure of bishops as leaders of
communities and it was important to clearly establish the authority of Peter as the first leader of the Church and the authority of his
successors. Obviously, a scriptural reference to Jesus’ choice of Peter would have cemented the case and so this later addition to the
Gospel of John may have been constructed to serve this purpose.

Regardless of its original intended purpose, this passage provides a wonderful account of the appearance of the resurrected Jesus to
his disciples. Like other post-resurrection accounts, the disciples do not at first recognise Jesus and it is not until the miraculous
catch of fish that the beloved disciple declares, ‘It is the Lord’. In a beautifully everyday touch, the risen Jesus prepares breakfast on
the beach for the disciples and blesses the simple food in the same way as he did the bread and wine at their last supper.
Historical Context – Do you love me? Three times Jesus asks Peter, ‘Do you love me?’ and three times Peter answers, ‘You know I
do’. Some writers suggest that the three-fold question by Jesus and the three-fold reply by Peter is intended to balance out the triple
denial of Jesus by Peter at the time of the arrest and trial of Jesus. Where once Peter denied even knowing Jesus, he now declares his
love for Jesus in no uncertain terms. It is a reminder to all of us that there is no act that we can perform that cannot be forgiven by
God and from which we cannot come back.
Scriptural context – Feed my sheep? When Jesus asks Peter, ‘Do you love me?’ and Peter repeatedly assures Jesus that he does, Jesus
instructs Peter to ‘Feed my sheep’. This image of feeding sheep is used to describe the caring leadership Peter is to take over the other
disciples and the other followers of Jesus. The image of a shepherd has carried through the years and finds expression in the stylised
shepherd’s crook (crosier) that is carried as a symbol of office by bishops. The people of the church are often referred to as the bishop’s flock – further carrying on the image of a shepherd and his sheep.

Have you thought? 153 fish: When the disciples drag ashore their miraculous haul of fish, the gospel writer tells us that there were
153 fish! This seems an odd number and an odd fact to specifically mention. Mathematically, 153 is a number with several interesting attributes, and historically, it has been suggested that the ancients believed that there were 153 species of fish or 153 nations in
the world. Like nearly every number used in the Bible, its meaning is symbolic, not literal. It is intended to convey that the catch of
fish was huge and is indicative of the vast numbers of people who will be caught up in the disciples' new ministry.
Questions?
Q. Why is it the amazing catch of fish that lets Peter recognise Jesus?
Q. Why might this event sometimes be described as a Eucharistic meal?
Q. Why might this reading have been used in the funeral of Pope John Paul II?
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People across the country are invited to participate in a
national prayer pilgrimage as the Catholic Church in
Australia prepares for the Second Assembly of the
5th Plenary Council of Australia in Sydney from 3-9 July.
We pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance and grace for the
Members who will gather and also for ourselves and the
Church, that we may have the courage to follow where
God is leading us.

The “Walking in the Spirit”
pilgrimage starts on Easter Sunday,
April 17, and leads up to the
opening of the second – and final –
assembly on Sunday, July 3.
Click here for full story.

Safeguarding Refresher Training for Parish Volunteers

Safeguarding Refresher Training for volunteers is now available via zoom or online. It is mandatory within
the Archdiocese and a requirement in terms of meeting our obligations under the National Catholic
Safeguarding Standards (Standard 7), that every three years Volunteers complete refresher
Safeguarding Training.
Online Refresher training: Volunteers can register for the Online Refresher Training
via this link https://forms.gle/XuQFsRsvq3BYtXqT9

$2

* Factory of Faith. When politicians find faith convenient.
* Who’s your Parish Hero? New series starts this week.
* Relics come to Broken Bay. Two new shrines to open.
* I chose the church.

CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER

Purchase the Catholic Weekly and read Keith’s Cox
interview about his story, ‘A Caring Life’

Welcome to 2021
St Mark’s COVID requirements.

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

