
 

 

 

The disciples did not purge their group of ‘doubting 
Thomas’. They remained his companions, waiting for 
something or Someone to be revealed to him with them. 
Doubt and questioning are a normal and proper part of 
being human. We should allow for this within the 
community of the Church. A point may come where a 
person may no longer remain in the Church with any 
integrity. But a dismissive, excluding Church is not the 
Church of this gospel story.  
Within the companionship of the Church a doubter may 
hear the words: ‘Peace be with you.’ What sort of peace?  
It is that inner assurance that, in the midst of all the 
tribulations and the turmoil and the myriad precursor 
deaths which we suffer on all sorts of levels, the Conqueror 
of Death wants to be with us. 
How can the Risen Lord be with us? In Holy Communion, 
and in those counted as least in the world. According to 
Matthew 25, He is those without the necessities of life: 
food, shelter, medical care, comfort in distress. 
We could pause for a moment to savour that Peace which 
comes from faith in the Conqueror of Death and in his Real 
Presence in Holy Communion and in those in dire need. 
                               ©  Fr Michael Tate   

 

HOLY COMMUNION FAMILIES  
Enrolment applications for  
First Holy Communion are 

available to collect from the  
Parish office and to be returned by  

29 April 2022.   

A prayer for the beginning of term:  
Lord God,  

At the beginning of this new term teach us  
to be your hands and feet.  

At the beginning of this new term teach  
us to love as you love us.  

At the beginning of this new term teach  
us to pray for those in need.  

So that You are honoured and glorified  
St. Mark pray for us. 

Mary Help of Christians Patroness of Australia  
pray for us.  

St Mary’s Cathedral Anzac Eve Mass  
Sunday 24 April at 6:00pm  

celebrant Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP  
 

St Mark’s Anzac Day Mass  
Monday at 8:00am  

Lest we forget  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Gospel Acclamation                             1 Cor 5:7-8 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
You believed in me, Thomas, because you have 
seen me; happy those who have not seen me, but 
still believe. Alleluia! 

Second Reading            Revelation 1.9-11a, 12-13, 17-19 
A reading from the book of Revelation.  
I was dead, and I see, I am alive forever and ever.  
I, John, your brother who share with you in Jesus the  
persecution and the kingdom and the patient endurance, was 
on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and 
the testimony of Jesus. I was in the spirit on the Lord’s day, 
and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet saying, 
“Write in a book what you see and send it to the seven 
Churches.” Then I turned to see whose voice it was that 
spoke to me, and on turning I saw seven golden lampstands, 
and in the midst of the lampstands I saw one like the Son of 
Man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash across 
his chest. When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. 
But he placed his right hand on me, saying, “Do not be afraid; 
I am the first and the last, and the living one. I was dead, but 
see, I am alive forever and ever; and I have the keys of Death 

and of Hades. Now write what you have seen, what is, 
and what is to take place after this.”  

 

 

 

 

Gospel                                       Jn 20:19-31 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 
After eight days Jesus came in and stood among them. 

It was evening on the day Jesus rose from the dead, 
the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the 
Jews. Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples  
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them 
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 
so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained.” But Thomas, 
who was called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not 
with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples 
told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 
them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, 
and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand 
in his side, I will not believe.” A week later his disciples 
were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he 
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do 
not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My 
Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you  
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have come to  
believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the  

presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 
But these are written so that you may come to believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that through  
believing you may have life in his name.  

Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the  
Father almighty; from there he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,  the holy catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana. 
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal 

© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton 
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of 
the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, 

and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English 
in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 

International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

Entrance Antiphon                    4 Esdr 2:36-37

(All) Receive the joy of your glory, giving thanks to God, 
who has called you into the heavenly kingdom,  
alleluia. 

First Reading                            Acts 5.12-16 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles  
More than ever believers were added to the Lord, great numbers of 
both men and women.  
Many signs and wonders were done among the people 
through the Apostles. And the believers were all together in 
Solomon’s Portico. None of the rest dared to join them, but 
the people held them in high esteem. 
Yet more than ever believers were added to the Lord, great 
numbers of both men and women, so that they even carried 
out the sick into the streets, and laid them on cots and 
mats, in order that Peter’s shadow might fall on some of 
them as he came by. 
A great number of people would also gather from the 
towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those 
tormented by unclean spirits, and they were all cured.  
 

Responsorial Psalm   Ps 118.2-4,22-24,25-27a(R.1)

(R.) Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, God’s 
love is everlasting.   
1. Let Israel say, “His steadfast love endures forever.” 
Let the house of Aaron say, “His steadfast love  
endures forever.” Let those who fear the Lord say,  
“His steadfast love endures forever (R.) 
 

2. The stone that the builders rejected has become the 
chief cornerstone. This is the Lord’s doing; it is  
marvellous in our eyes. This is the day that the Lord 
has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  (R.) 
 
 

3. Save us, we beseech you, O Lord! O Lord, we  
beseech you, give us success! Blessed is the one who 
comes in the name of the Lord. We bless you from the 
house of the Lord. The Lord is God, and he has given 
us light.  (R.) 
 

Gloria       
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the 
world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  



 
 

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: As we confess Jesus Christ as the Son of God let 
us address our prayers to our heavenly Father.                          
 

Reader: We pray that the church may work to uphold the  
dignity of all people, especially people who are relegated 
to the margins of our society. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: We pray that local and world leaders may work 
for lasting peace grounded in humility and justice.   
(pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Reader: We pray that all who struggle with their belief in 
God may know that they are never alone.  (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 
 

Reader: We pray for those who are ill. May they find  
support in the community around them and in just policies 
from their leaders. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      

Reader: We pray for all who have died, that they will live 
forever with the risen. (pause).  
Lord hear us: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.      
 

Leader: Heavenly Father, we ask that you listen to the 
prayers we offer to you, through Christ our Lord.  
All: Amen. 
 

Communion Antiphon                              Cf. Jn 20:27 
Bring your hand and feel the place of the nails, and do 
not be unbelieving but believing, alleluia. 

Contact the Parish office for full details to register  
Heart to Action:  
Eastertide season calls us to be Alleluia people! 
Give witness to Christ’s resurrection by being a person full of: 
awe,  awareness, balance, peace, possibility, presence, respect, 
vitality, wonder and zest.  

The Regina Coeli - Queen of Heaven  
 

V. Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia. 
R. For He whom you did merit to bear, alleluia. 

V. Has risen, as he said, alleluia. 
R. Pray for us to God, alleluia. 

V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia. 
R. For the Lord has truly risen, alleluia.  

Let us pray.  
O God, who gave joy to the world through the resurrection 
of Thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, grant we beseech Thee, 

that through the intercession of the Virgin Mary, His 
Mother, we may obtain the joys of everlasting life.  

Through the same Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  

 



The Second Sunday 
of Easter would be 

called “Divine 
Mercy Sunday” as 

desired by Jesus and 
expressed through 
St. Faustina. The 
late Pope St. John 

Paul II said, “Divine 
Mercy! This is the 

Easter gift the 
Church receives 
from the risen 

Christ and offers to 
humanity at the 

dawn of the third 
millennium.”  

Today it is in the 
mercy of God, the 

world will find 
peace and mankind 
will find happiness 

and there is no 
other hope for 

mankind.  

Divine Mercy Sunday 
24 April Mass 

St Ambrose Parish 
Church 

2 Burke Street, 
Concord West 

Principal Celebrant: 
Most Rev  

Terence Brady 
12:30pm:  

Devotion begins 
followed by  

3pm: Holy Mass - the 
Feast of Mercy - 
known as Divine 

Mercy Sunday 
 

St Faustina First Class 
Relic is Available for 

Veneration.  

 

The Chaplet of  Divine Mercy  
How to Recite the Chaplet: The Chaplet of Mercy is 
recited using ordinary rosary beads of five decades. 
The Chaplet is preceded by two opening prayers from 
the Diary of Saint Faustina and followed by a closing 
prayer. To pray the novena, pray the novena prayer 
for the day followed by the Chaplet.  
1. Make the Sign of the Cross:  In the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 

2. Optional Opening Prayers:  You expired, Jesus, but 
the source of life gushed forth for souls, and the 
ocean of mercy opened up for the whole world. O 
Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine Mercy, envelop 
the whole world and empty Yourself out upon us. 
(Repeat three times) O Blood and Water, which 
gushed forth from the Heart of Jesus as a fountain of 
Mercy for us, I trust in You!  
 

3. Our Father: Our Father, Who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, Amen.  
 

4. Hail Mary:  Hail Mary, full of grace. The Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst 
women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for 
us sinners, now and at the hour of our death, Amen.  
 

5. The Apostle's Creed: I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; He 
descended into hell; on the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; from there He will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen.  
 

6. The Eternal Father: Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of 
Your Dearly Beloved Son, Our Lord, Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of 
the whole world.  
 

7. On the Ten Small Beads of Each Decade:  For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have 
mercy on us and on the whole world.   

8. Repeat for the remaining decades: Saying the "Eternal Father" (6) on the "Our Father" 
bead and then 10 "For the sake of His sorrowful Passion" (7) on the following "Hail Mary" 
beads.  
 

9. Conclude with Holy God: (Repeat three times) Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy 
Immortal One, have mercy on us and on the whole world.  
 

10. Optional Closing Prayer:  Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless and the treasury of 
compassion — inexhaustible, look kindly upon us and increase Your mercy in us, that in 
difficult moments we might not despair nor become despondent, but with great 
confidence submit ourselves to Your holy will, which is Love and Mercy itself. 



Easter Sunday  

Easter Vigil  

Good Friday  

Palm Sunday  

                 This week our restoration on  
             St Mark’s Stations of the Cross begins.  
 

Our timeframe is unknown based on the condition 
of each station. There will be scaffolding for the 
craftsman to work at the stations.  
  

The scope of the restoration work is… 
1. Clean, wash the dust and dirt.  
2. All cracks filled with fusing material. 
3. Broken hands and other defects rebuilt. 
4. Corners and edges rebuilt and rectified.  
5. Spot fill the missing painted parts of the stations. 

Italian Stations Group 

Kindergarten Family Mass 



 

 
 

 
 

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
 

Monday & Friday 8:00am  
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am  
Saturday 12 noon  

Saturday Reconciliation 
11:30am - 11:55am  

 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm  

 

 Scan the QR code to donate to support the  
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and 

vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:  
Rocco Zoccali, Meagan Ficarra, Patricia Ficarra,  
Heather Burbidge, Wendy Madden and Patricia Ryan. 
If you wish to have a name added to our sick list for 
prayers please contact the parish office.   

Remembering those who have gone before us. 

Mario Di Palma, Filomena Di Palma, Frank Ianni,  
Bernice Minns, Sr Joan Sexton, Aileen Gardiner,  
Hermes Serapio Rincon, Daniel Lao, Benedict Marsh,  
Alan Gill,  George Brown, Pauline Brown, Colleen Boyd, 
Maria Zoccali and Margaret Micheletti.  

We pray for all who have anniversaries at this time & who 

have passed recently & offer our prayers & condolences.      
              May they rest in peace.   

 
St Mark’s Catholic Parish  

33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     
Tel: (02) 9181 1795    

Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Administrator:  Fr Denis Minns OP     
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP   

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your 
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on 

the pew for others to pick up.  

St. Mark’s Parish  
United in Baptism,  

Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 

Reaching Out to Those in Need, 
Journeying Together,  

Growing in Faith.  

ST MARK’S  

Our next CWL meeting will be on  
Friday 29th April from 11.30am, starting with a  

bring your own lite lunch before our meeting at 1:00pm.  
Parishioners and visitors are most welcome to join us,  

upstairs in the Parish Centre.    
 

Judith Brown - President  

        We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s 
 

Emilia Garofano &  
Samuel David Benjamin Sweeten 

and we congratulate their parents. 
   God bless you. 

 

No offertory! Our collection bowls are not passed around.  
Our Church continues with your generous donations? 

 

We have collection baskets located throughout the Church for 
your envelopes and cash, we offer tap n’ pray machines in our 

Church entrance for your cards.  
There are Green Cards Planned Giving Cards for parishioners 

to fill in for a tax deduction on their donation.  
We thank you for your kindness and donations.  
First Collection: is for the upkeep of the Priests.  

Second Collection: is for the running of the Church & Parish.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Welcome to 2021  

 

 

CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER  

$2 
 * Cost of living pressures dominate election campaign.  

    *  Honouring our defence chaplains.   
   * From Manly to Malawi: The remarkable work of Sr Melissa Dwyer    

*150 Years of Marist Education   

 

Safeguarding Refresher Training for Parish Volunteers 
Safeguarding Refresher Training for volunteers is now available via zoom or online. It is mandatory within 

the Archdiocese and a requirement in terms of meeting our obligations under the National Catholic 
Safeguarding Standards (Standard 7), that every three years Volunteers complete refresher  

Safeguarding Training. 
  

Online Refresher training: Volunteers can register for the Online Refresher Training  
via this link https://forms.gle/XuQFsRsvq3BYtXqT9  

Gospel Reflection: Because the focus of this week’s gospel passage is usually placed on poor old doubting Thomas, we sometimes 
overlook the way the passage begins. The disciples are huddled in a room, ‘for fear of the Jews’. Just a couple of weeks earlier they 
had been on top of the world. Jesus was enormously popular with the people, and the disciples, by association, were caught up in 
that affection. Their man, the one they had chosen to follow, was making waves and stirring the authorities – thumbing his nose at 
the rules. This, of course, made the disciples feel good to be around Jesus. However, in the space of just a few short days, their world 
had turned upside down. They’d gone from riding the crest of a wave to being utterly dumped! They were cowering in a closed up 
room, afraid for their lives in case those who handed Jesus over for death came for them as well. They’d already had an experience 
of the resurrected Jesus yet they were still hiding and afraid. Into this fear and uncertainty steps Jesus who says, ‘Peace be with you’. 
It is a reminder of Jesus calming the storm out on the lake – in the midst of turmoil and anxiety he brings peace and calm. 

Thomas has received a pretty bad rap for the last 2000 years, forever labelled as ‘Doubting Thomas’ because he wasn’t prepared to 
take someone else’s word for the fact that Jesus had risen. However, despite his demand for evidence, once Jesus is before him, he 
abandons all his thoughts about placing his fingers in the wounds and proclaims, ‘My Lord and my God!’ This is an absolutely  
extraordinary statement of faith. For the very first time, someone recognises Jesus, not as Messiah, prophet or Lord, but as God.  

Historical Context – My Lord and my God: The final two verses of today’s gospel passage (Jn 20:30-31) read like the conclusion to 
the whole gospel. They are a statement of finality about the purpose for writing the gospel and something of a blessing for those 
who read it. Yet, surprisingly, there is another whole chapter that follows this passage that deals with still more post-resurrection 
appearances. Most scripture scholars believe that the end of Chapter 20 was the original ending of the gospel and that Chapter 21 is 
a later addition – possibly added by the community for whom the gospel was originally written. 

Scriptural context – Not an ending?  Throughout the Gospel of Luke, Jesus is portrayed as not only the champion of the poor and 
outcast, but indeed being one with them. The witnesses to his birth in this gospel are lowly shepherds, not the wise men from the 
East. His parables and actions are addressed to the lost and the lowly. He eats with sinners and other outcasts – to the horror of  
Jewish leaders. Finally, at his death, Jesus is crucified as a criminal with other criminals. This gospel in particular addresses the  
message and ministry of Jesus to those on the margins of society. 

Have you thought? Those who have not seen: Jesus says to Thomas, ‘You believe because you can see me.  
Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’ That’s us! Jesus’ words in the gospel are meant for people like us living today. 
We are not in the position of Thomas and the other disciples who were able to see the risen Lord face to face and so convince  
themselves of his rising. The gospel recognises that to believe in the resurrection without that physical, personal encounter with 
Jesus is to be celebrated even more. Happy are we – blessed are we – who have not seen and yet still believe! 

Questions? 
Q. What word or phrase from the gospel passage stands out to you?   
Q. In what situations do you most need to hear Jesus’ words, ‘Peace be with you’?    
Q. In what ways can you relate to Thomas’ experience?                                        © Greg Sunter    

 
People across the country are invited to participate in a 
national prayer pilgrimage as the Catholic Church in 

Australia prepares for the Second Assembly of the  
5th Plenary Council of Australia in Sydney from 3-9 July.  

 

We pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance and grace for the 
Members who will gather and also for ourselves and the 
Church, that we may have the courage to follow where 

God is leading us.  

 

The “Walking in the Spirit” 
pilgrimage starts on Easter Sunday, 

April 17, and leads up to the 
opening of the second – and final – 

assembly on Sunday, July 3. 
 

Click here for full story.   

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/
https://forms.gle/XuQFsRsvq3BYtXqT9
https://mediablog.catholic.org.au/catholics-invited-to-surround-plenary-council-in-prayer/


Welcome to 2021  

St Mark’s COVID requirements. 

 
 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

