The accusers of this woman make her ‘stand there in
full view of everybody.’ She is surrounded by the
hostile glare of eyes filled with blood lust.
It is only when the accusers have left in
embarrassment that Jesus, who has been bent to the
ground, looks up at her. He adopts the posture of a
slave, seeing her as she could be if she gives up her
current pattern of behaviour.
Up till now, no-one has spoken to this woman. Now
Jesus treats her as a human being worth speaking to.
And what does she hear? That he does not condemn
her but points her to a new sort of life in the future.
We could pause for a moment to allow Jesus the time
to look at us, talk to us, in that way. Do you have the
courage to ‘lock eyes’ with Jesus and live out the
consequences?
‘The eyes have it.’
© Fr Michael Tate

St Mark’s
Distribution of
Easter flyers.
St. Mark’s Easter flyers
inviting our friends and
neighbours to our
liturgies are available
for distribution today.
We value your
assistance with the
delivery of these flyers,
please nominate a
street and participate.
We ask that you only
deliver to the street
you sign up for, and
return any unused
flyers to the Church or Parish Office.
Sign up and collect your flyers today from the Church
foyer, we thank you for your valuable time.

St. Mark’s Parish

Saturday during Lent
11:00am - 11:55am
Tuesday 12 April 2022
from 7:00pm - 7:45pm

United in Baptism,
Nourished by the Eucharist,
Guided by the Holy Spirit,
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community,
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel,
Reaching Out to Those in Need,
Journeying Together,
Growing in Faith.

Italian Stations of the Cross at St Mark’s Church

PALM SUNDAY & PROJECT COMPASSION
Next Sunday is Palm Sunday,
please bring your palms or
branches to be blessed at all
Masses.
Project Compassion boxes and
envelopes are to be returned
by Palm Sunday.

VIA CRUCIS IN ITALIANO
Venerdi 8 Aprile 2022 alle 13.30
Tutti benvenuti
ITALIAN STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Friday 8 April 2022 at 1.30pm
All Welcome

Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your bulletin, do not put it
back for others or leave it on the pew for others to pick up.

Gospel Acclamation

Entrance Antiphon

Cf. Ps 42:1-2

First Reading

Is 43:16-21

All: Give me justice, O God, and plead my cause against a
nation that is faithless. From the deceitful and cunning
rescue me, for you, O God, are my strength.
A reading from the prophet Isaiah

Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea,
a path in the mighty waters, who brings out chariot and
horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise,
they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:
“Do not remember the former things, or consider the things
of old.
“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you
not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.
“The wild animals will honour me, the jackals and the
ostriches; for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the
desert, to give drink to my chosen people, the people whom
I formed for myself so that they might declare my praise.”
Ps 125. R. v.3

(R.) The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled
with joy.
1.When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like
those who dream. Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
and our tongue with shouts of joy. (R.)
2. Then it was said among the nations, “The Lord has done
great things for them.” The Lord has done great things for
us, and we rejoiced. (R.)
3. Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the watercourses in the
desert of the Negev. May those who sow in tears reap with
shouts of joy. (R.)
4. Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing,
shall come home with shouts of joy, carrying their
sheaves. (R.)

Second Reading

Gospel

Jn 8:1-11

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

I am doing a new thing and I will give drink to my people.

Responsorial Psalm

Jl 2:12-13

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory!
With all your heart turn to me, says the Lord, for I am tender
and compassionate.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory!

Phil 3:8-14

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians
Because of Christ I look upon everything else as useless in order to gain him.

I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have
suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish,
in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not
having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law,
but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness
from God based on faith.
I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and
the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his
death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the
dead. Not that I have already obtained this or have already
reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because
Christ Jesus has made me his own.
Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but
this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining
forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the
prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

Let the person without sin be the first to throw a stone.

Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. Early in the morning he
came again to the temple. All the people came to him and he
sat down and began to teach them.
The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had
been caught in adultery; and making her stand before the
people, they said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught
in the very act of committing adultery. In the law, Moses
commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you
say?” They said this to test Jesus, so that they might have
some charge to bring against him.
Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground.
When the scribes and Pharisees kept on questioning him,
Jesus straightened up and said to them, “Let anyone among
you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.”
And once again Jesus bent down and wrote on the ground.
When the scribes and Pharisees heard what Jesus had said,
they went away, one by one, beginning with the elders; and
Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him.
Jesus straightened up and said to her, “Woman, where are
they? Has no one condemned you?” She said, “No one, sir.”
And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you. Go your way,
and from now on do not sin again.”

Apostles Creed

I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ,
his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.
Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION FAMILIES
Enrolment applications for
First Holy Communion are
available to be collected from the
Parish Office and to be returned by
29 April 2022.

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the
Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International
Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.
! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana.
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal
© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.

Prayer of the Faithful

Leader: Let us bring our prayers and petitions before our
heavenly Father.
Reader: Let us pray for an end to warfare in every arena of
conflict, and that the suffering of the innocent will cease.
(pause).
Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: Let us pray that the leaders of nations will act with
moral integrity and for the common good. (pause).
Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: Let us pray that women be respected and enabled
to take their rightful place in society. (pause).
Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.

The ADSMUS prayer

Reader: Let us pray for the catechumens of our parish, as
they come closer to the Easter Sacraments, may they
experience peace and healing. (pause).
Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: Let us pray that those who have died will share the
glory of the risen Lord. (pause).
Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Leader: God of compassion and kindness, hear our prayers
and keep us always in your mercy. We ask this through
Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.

Communion Antiphon

Jn 8:10-11

Has no one condemned you, woman? No one, Lord. Neither
shall I condemn you. From now on, sin no more.

Every session of the Second Vatican Council began with the
prayer Adsumus Sancte Spiritus, the first word of the Latin
original meaning, “We stand before You, Holy Spirit,” which
has been historically used at Councils, Synods and other
Church gatherings for hundreds of years, being attributed to
Saint Isidore of Seville (c. 560 - 4 April 636).
As we are called to embrace this synodal path of Synod
2021-2023, this prayer invites the Holy Spirit to work within
us so that we may be a community and a people of grace.
For Synod 2021-2023, we propose to use this simplified
version, so that any group or liturgical assembly can pray
more easily.
* Title revised from Latin, to have a proper incipit, different from the Adsumus Dominus Sancte Spiritus. The
Caeremoniale Episcoporum 1984ss., n. 1173, only proposes the use of the Adsumus but does not give the
text. The German version Das Zeremoniale für die Bischöfe, n. 1188, gives a German translation based on
the Latin text of the Acta Synodalia of the Council, vol. I/1, p. 159.

Click to keep updated
Synod 2021 - 2023

As we approach the Holy Season of Easter consider offering
up a Mass for your loved ones. These Mass stipends support
priests in the poorest parts of the world who have no other
means of support and are offered
for the intentions of the benefactor.
You can also send your loved ones
a Mass card.
Visit www.aidtochurch.org/masses

“Put aside some time for prayer and
reflection”
Saturday morning from 10:30am
upstairs in the Parish Centre
hosted by Martha
9 April 2022
Friday afternoon from 2:15pm
(prior to school pick up)
upstairs in the Parish Centre
hosted by Sr Antonia
8 April 2022
All Welcome

†Sunday 3 April 2022 Annual Catechist Mass
The Archdiocese Annual SRE Catechist Mass is
celebrated at St Mary’s Cathedral at 2:00pm.

†Friday 8 April 2022 following 8:00am Mass.
Stations of the Cross - Way of the Cross
Lord by your cross and resurrection, you have set us
free. You are the Saviour of the world!
Led by Sr Antonia

†Friday 8 April 2022 @ 1.30pm
St Mark’s Italian Stations of the Cross

†Friday 8 April 2022 @ 2.15pm
‘Come Back to Me’ Lenten Program with
Sr Antonia for parents prior to school pick up
Lent is a rich tradition of our Church, a time for
prayer, fasting and abstinence and preparation.
Upstairs in the Parish Centre - enter by the side door.

†Saturday 9 April 2022 @ 10:30am
‘Come Back to Me’ Lenten Program with Martha.
This Lenten season focus on your relationship with
God and the penitential practices prayer, fasting and
almsgiving, upstairs in the Parish Centre - enter by the
side door

†Sunday 10 April 2022 Palm Sunday
This Sunday begins Holy Week embracing the last days
of Lent. See Holy Week & Easter Schedule for timings
to attend services.

†Tuesday 12 April 2022 @ 7pm - 7:45pm
The Sacrament of Penance is an excellent way to
conclude the penitential season of Lent.

†Thursday 14 April 2022 @ 7.00pm
Mass of the Lord’s Supper begins The Sacred Paschal
Triduum see parish schedule for timings of services.

†Friday 15 April 2022
Annual collection for the Church in the Holy Land.

†Friday 22 April 2022 @ 10.00am

Mass for the intention of the Calix Society
An association of Catholic alcoholics, drug
addicts and family members and friends
affected by addiction
Saturday 2 April, 9am
St Joseph’s church,
126 Liverpool Rd, Enfield
Principal Celebrant: Bishop Terry Brady
A morning tea will follow the Mass

Catechist meeting prior to Term 2 start, upstairs in the
Parish Centre. If you are wishing to become a Catechist
at St Mark’s speak to the Parish office for more details.

†Friday 29 April 2022 CWL Meeting
Our next monthly meeting from 11.30am, we start
with a bring your own lite lunch before our meeting
at 1:00pm. All welcome, upstairs in the Parish Centre.

WHAT IS THE WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES?
The World Meeting of Families is an international gathering of families first initiated by Pope
St John Paul II in 1994 in the Diocese of Rome. Since then it has occurred every three years
with the most recent meeting having taken place in Dublin in 2018.
The gathering is organised by the Vatican Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life, which seeks to
promote the pastoral care of families, and to protect their rights and dignity in the Church
and in civil society.
The World Meeting of Families event is the biggest gathering of Catholic families in the
world with the next scheduled meeting to take place in Rome this coming June 2022.

Easter Celebrations at St Mark’s
PALM SUNDAY 9 - 10 APRIL 2022
Saturday 5:30pm Vigil Mass
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm Mass
HOLY WEEK 11 - 13 APRIL 2022
(MORNING PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 15 MINUTES PRIOR TO MASS)

8:00am Mass Monday of Holy Week
9:30am Mass Tuesday of Holy Week
7:30am Mass Wednesday of Holy Week

MAUNDY THURSDAY 14 APRIL 2022
(NO MORNING PRAYER OR MASS)

7:00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper

GOOD FRIDAY 15 APRIL 2022
(NO MORNING MASS)

9:45am Morning Prayer followed by
10:00am Stations of the Cross
3:00pm Celebration of the Passion of the Lord

HOLY SATURDAY 16 APRIL 2022
(NO MORNING PRAYER OR MASS)

6:30pm Easter Vigil and Mass

EASTER SUNDAY 17 APRIL 2022
9:00am & 6:00pm Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Every Saturday during Lent
11:00am -11:55am
Tuesday 12 April 2022
from 7:00pm - 7:45pm

Lent at St Mark’s
Collect a Little Black / Purple Book
for your daily Lenten companion.
A donation is appreciated.

Little Black
Book
Your
companion for
Lent

(Adults)

Join our Lenten
Groups final gathering
“Come back to Me”
Friday 2:15pm,
hosted by Sr Antonia or
Saturday 10:30am,
hosted by Martha.
Upstairs in the Parish Centre - enter by the side door.
Stations of the Cross each
Friday morning following 8:00am
Mass. Led by Sr Antonia
The Sacrament of Penance
Every Saturday during Lent from
11:00am and Tuesday 12 April from
7:00pm to 7:45pm

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses
Monday & Friday 8:00am
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am
Wednesday 7:30am
Saturday 12 noon
Saturday Reconciliation
11:30am - 11:55am

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm

vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:
Rocco Zoccali, Meagan Ficarra, Patricia Ficarra.

If you wish to have a name added to our sick list for prayers
please contact the parish office.

Remembering those who have gone before us.
George Brown, Pauline Brown, Colleen Boyd, Judy Moran,
Kevin Fahy, Helen Jones, Maria Zoccali,
Margaret Micheletti, Charlie Camilleri and Rita Rota.

Recently Deceased. James Moloney (Ireland).
We pray for all who have anniversaries at this time & who
have passed recently & offer our prayers & condolences.
May they rest in peace.
Ministry to the Homebound in our Parish.
Do you have a homebound family member, friend, or
neighbour who would like to receive a visit?
If so, please let us know.

We welcome into our faith community this
Sunday through the
Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s

Ellington Eve Grace Rose

Scan the QR code to donate to support the
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.
MASS LOCATION CHANGE - DUE TO CHURCH
RESTORATIONS
From Monday 14 March 2022 weekday Masses will be
celebrated upstairs in the Parish Centre
(enter by the side door).
Monday & Friday 8:00am
Tuesday & Thursday: 9:30am
Wednesday 7:30am
WEEKEND MASSES WILL BE CELEBATED IN THE CHURCH
Thank you for your understanding

Third Scrutiny of the Elect
The third scrutiny is celebrated on this Fifth Sunday of
Lent the elect are also presented with the Lord’s Prayer.
This prayer of hope is to
Catholics a summary of the
entire Christian life, and a model
of that relationship of trust that
we are invited to enter as
children of our Heavenly Father.
For those coming into the
Church this Easter, this Rite
symbolizes the passing down of
our heritage of prayer, learned
at the feet of the Saviour, and nurtured in the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit that is the Church.

HOLY WATER

and we congratulate her parents.
God bless you.

Bring your own
bottle to our 3
Easter services
to receive
your take home
Holy Water

Bottle is to be small, clean with a tight lid.
St Mark’s Catholic Parish
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047
Tel: (02) 9181 1795
Email: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

St Mark’s Church Hearing
Loop installed
Parish Bulletin: we ask that you take home your
bulletin, do not put it back for others or leave it on
the pew for others to pick up.

Administrator: Fr Denis Minns OP
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP
Pastoral Associate: Sr Antonia Nedu ISR
Chair Parish Pastoral Council: Ms Celine Cheng
School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.
St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land.

Welcome to 2021
St Mark’s COVID requirements.

Gospel Reflection: This entire scene is a conspiratorial ‘set-up’ to trap Jesus. Jewish law dictated that adultery was to be punished by
death for both parties. However, the Roman occupation had forbidden the Jewish authorities to carry out the death penalty. By
bringing the woman to Jesus they sought to place him in a no-win situation. If he upheld the Jewish law and ordered the death
penalty, then he was flaunting Roman law. If he did not uphold the law then he could be branded as a false teacher. They thought it
was a perfect trap!
But where is the man with whom the woman was committing adultery? When he is not also brought forward for judgment as any
legitimate accusation would demand, Jesus senses the trap being set for him. He realises that those accusing the woman must have
somehow been involved in setting her up so that she could be ‘caught committing adultery’. In Jewish law, accessories to a crime
were equally guilty and subject to the same penalty. When Jesus says to the gathering, ‘If there is one of you who has not sinned …,’
he’s letting them know that he’s aware of their part in this crime and what judgment is due them also! If they persist with their accusation, they’ll also be tried as accessories! So they quietly walk away.
Jesus’ words to the woman sum up his message throughout the gospel: ‘Neither do I condemn you, go away, and don’t sin any
more.’ As with others in the gospels, Jesus recognises that the woman has indeed sinned, but he does not condemn her for it. By
telling her not to sin any more he is calling her to conversion. He is saying, yes, you’ve made mistakes, but you can do better and I’m
challenging you to try.
Gospel Focus – Restoring honour: When the accused woman is brought before Jesus for judgment he neither looks at the woman
nor at the accusers. He bends down and writes in the dirt. When the accusers melt away, Jesus (still kneeling on the ground) looks
up at the woman to speak to her. She has probably never been treated with this level of respect in all her life. With this action, as
much as anything else, Jesus restores dignity and honour to the woman. No longer looked down upon, she can begin a new life.
Living the Gospel – Forgiven, not forgotten: The words Jesus speaks to the accused woman could as easily be addressed to each of us.
We all feel at times that we’ve done the wrong thing – something we don’t deserve to be forgiven for. However, Jesus says to us, I
know you’ve done the wrong thing, and you are already forgiven, but you need to make a commitment to change and not repeat the
error. It is Jesus’ promise not to give up on us – not to forget about us – that we can draw strength from as we try to respond to his
challenge to change.
Scriptural context – Jerusalem: This gospel passage begins with Jesus going to the Mount of Olives. We know the Mount of Olives
best from the passion narratives in the synoptic gospels. But today’s passage is not part of the last week of Jesus’ life. The three
synoptic gospels generally portray the ministry of Jesus as something of a journey towards Jerusalem and have him arriving just in
time for the Passover and his arrest. However, the gospel of John places most of Jesus’ ministry in and around Jerusalem to better
focus the tension between the teachings of Jesus and the Jewish hierarchy.
Questions?
Q. Why do you think this passage is selected for use during Lent?
Q. What one word would you use to describe what this passage is about?
Q. Why was it the eldest in the crowd who walked away first?
Q. How is it possible to go against the tide and challenge group behaviour or group thinking?

© Greg Sunter

Safeguarding Refresher Training for Parish Volunteers

Safeguarding Refresher Training for volunteers is now available via zoom or online. It is mandatory within
the Archdiocese and a requirement in terms of meeting our obligations under the National Catholic
Safeguarding Standards (Standard 7), that every three years Volunteers complete refresher
Safeguarding Training.
Online Refresher training: Volunteers can register for the Online Refresher Training
via this link https://forms.gle/XuQFsRsvq3BYtXqT9

We pray for wisdom and
humility, and the ability to
see God’s creation with the
eyes of faith. May our
support of Project
Compassion enable us to
produce fruit that will last.
* United for Ukraine. Sydney joins Pope in prayer.
* Labor lost its way. Tanya Plibersek gives Mannix Lecture.
* Euthanasia switch. NSW MP abandons pro -life position.
* Age of the Oyster. Sydney art festival raises big questions.
CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER

$2

Welcome to 2021
St Mark’s COVID requirements.

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

