
 Vinnies NSW Flood Appeal  
 

Thanks so much for the wonderful generosity of the  
St Mark’s Parish we were able to raise just over $5,000 for 

the Vinnies Flood Appeal.   
Every dollar to the Vinnies NSW Flood Appeal will help make 

a difference to those directly impacted by floods.  
Through our dedicated network of on the ground members 

we’ll be providing food, clothing, household goods, and 
practical and emotional long-term support to communities 

in need. 
Special thanks to Fr Denis for his support of this appeal. 

Michael - Vinnies Drummoyne Conference  

 

For Jews, pigs are ritually unclean, so that living in a 
pig sty would make this young man unapproachable. 
So, imagine the reaction of his Jewish audience when 
Jesus told the story of the father running to his son 
and embracing him still stinking of the pig sty, 
exclaiming, ‘You were lost and now you are found.’ 
That is Jesus’ portrayal of his heavenly Father’s 
relationship with us.  
Of course, sometimes we are the older brother, 
resentful that someone seems to have had too easy a 
time of God’s forgiveness. Is this the attitude of many 
who challenge the emphasis by Pope Francis on Mercy 
as the core of God’s relationship with us? 
More often, we are like the younger brother who has 
strayed to a far off place, sometimes quite 
deliberately. 
We could resolve to approach the Sacrament of Mercy 
during Lent, knowing that our heavenly Father will run 
towards us, embracing us, exclaiming, ‘You were lost 
but now you are found.’ That is worth a celebration! 
                                ©  Fr Michael Tate   

HOLY COMMUNION FAMILIES  
Enrolment applications for  
First Holy Communion are 

available to be collected from the 
Parish Office and to be returned by  

29 April 2022.   

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.vinnies.org.au/page/Find_Help/Flood_appeal/


 

Gospel                                       Lk 15:1-3. 11-32 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke    
Your brother here was dead and has come to life. 

All the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to  
listen to Jesus. And the Pharisees and the scribes were 
grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and 
eats with them.” So he told them a parable: “There was a 
man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his  
father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will 
belong to me.’ So the father divided his property between 
them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had 
and travelled to a distant country, and there he  
squandered his property in dissolute living. “When he had 
spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that 
country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired 
himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent 
him to his fields to feed the pigs. The young man would  
gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were 
eating; and no one gave him anything. “But when he came to 
himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have 
bread enough and to spare, but here I am  
dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will 
say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and  
before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat 
me like one of your hired hands.”’ So he set off and went to 
his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him 
and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms 
around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, 
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am 
no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to 
his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe - the best one - and put 
it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 
And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 
for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost 
and is found!’ And they began to celebrate. “Now his elder 
son was in the field; and when he came and approached the 
house, he heard music and dancing. He called one of the 
slaves and asked what was going on. The slave replied, 
‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted 
calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ Then the 
elder son became angry and refused to go in. His father 
came out and began to plead with him. But he answered his 
father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a 
slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; 
yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I 
might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours 
came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, 
you killed the fatted calf for him!’ Then the father said to him, 
‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 
But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of 
yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has 
been found.  

Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  
Amen. 

Entrance Antiphon                          Cf. Is 66:10-11 

All: Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. Be joyful, all 
who were in mourning; exult and be satisfied at her  
consoling breast. 
 

First Reading                          Joshua 5.9a, 10-12 

A reading from the book of Joshua   
The people of God went to the promised land and there kept the passover. 

After the Israelites had crossed over the Jordan river, and 
entered the promised land, The Lord said to Joshua, “Today 
I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.” 
While the children of Israel were camped in Gilgal they kept 
the Passover in the evening on the fourteenth day of the 
month in the plains of Jericho. On the day after the  
Passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, 
unleavened cakes and parched grain. The manna ceased  
on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the children  
of Israel no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land 
of Canaan that year.  

Responsorial Psalm                             Ps 33:2-7. R. v.9

(R.) Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.    
       

1.I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall  
continually be in my mouth. My soul makes its boast in the 
Lord; let the humble hear and be glad. (R.) 
 

2. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name 
together. I sought the Lord, and he answered me, and  
delivered me from all my fears. (R.) 
 

3. Look to him, and be radiant; so your faces shall never be 
ashamed. The poor one called, and the Lord heard, and 
saved that person from every trouble. (R.) 
Second Reading                                2 Cor 5:17-21 

A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Corinthians 
God reconciled us to himself through Christ. 

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old 
has passed away; see, everything has become new!  
All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 
Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, 
in Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the 
message of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for 
Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we  
entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  
For our sake God made Christ to be sin who knew no sin,  
so that in Christ we might become the righteousness of God.   

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana. 
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal 

© 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton 
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the 

Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and 
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the 
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International 

Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

Gospel Acclamation                                   Lk 15:18 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory! 
I will rise and go to my Father and tell him: 
Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.   
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory! 



 
 

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: Let us ask for God’s mercy, healing and  
forgiveness for all who are in need.                           
 

Reader: Let us pray for the peaceful resolution of conflicts 
between nations throughout the world. (pause).  
Lord, hear us. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.    
 

Reader: Let us pray for those driven from their homes by  
violence, persecution or poverty. May we be instruments  
of God’s compassion for them. (pause).  
Lord, hear us. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.   
 

Reader: We pray for those preparing for the Sacraments  
of Initiation, that they will be empowered by God’s grace. 
(pause).  
Lord, hear us. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.    
 

Reader: We pray for the sick and for all who have asked  
us for our prayers. (pause).  
Lord, hear us. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.    
 

Reader: We pray for all who have died recently and for all 
whose anniversaries occur at this time. May they be raised to 
eternal life in Christ. (pause).  
Lord, hear us. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.   
 

Leader: Merciful Father, hear the prayers we have brought to 
you today. We ask this through Christ our Lord.     
All: Amen. 
 

Communion Antiphon                           Lk 15: 32 

You must rejoice, my son, for your brother was dead and has 
come to life; he was lost and is found. 

Pope Francis and the Vatican Dicastery for Laity, Family, and 
Life have confirmed the 10th Annual “World Meeting of 
Families” to take place in Rome from June 22nd – 25th, 

2022. This will also coincide with the 6th Anniversary of 
Pope Francis’ encyclical Amoris Laetitia. Visit website 

  

https://www.romefamily2022.com/en/
https://www.romefamily2022.com/en/


 

 

Pray for Ukraine: Peace Prayer of St Francis  
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace;  

where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon;  
where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light;  

where there is sadness; joy.  
O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console,  

to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love,  
for it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,  

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen  

The ruined Church of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin, built in 1862, in Ukraine’s Zhytomyr region. | © CNA FB Olga Rutkovskaya  

“Put aside some time for prayer and reflection” 
 

Saturday mornings from 10:30am  
upstairs in the Parish Centre - hosted by Martha  

2 April and 9 April 2022  
 

Friday afternoons from 2:15pm (prior to school pick up)  
upstairs in the Parish Centre hosted by Sr Antonia   

1 April and 8 April 2022  
All Welcome  

Sacred Heart Catholic Church in the Kayan Tharyar 
village of Kayah State in eastern Myanmar . 

 



Lent at St Mark’s 

Collect a Little Black / Purple Book for 
your daily Lenten companion. 
A donation is appreciated. 

 
Collect your Lenten 
Bulletin for preparation, 
dates and times. 

Join a Lenten Group 
“Come back to Me”   
Fridays 2:15pm,   

hosted by Sr Antonia  or  
Saturdays 10:30am,  
hosted by Martha. 

Upstairs in the Parish Centre -  
enter by the side door.   

 
 

Stations of the Cross each  
Friday morning following 8:00am Mass. 
Led by Sr Antonia 

The Sacrament of Penance 
Every Saturday during Lent from 

11:00am and Tuesday 12 April from 
7:00pm to 7:45pm  

Little Black 
Book  

 

Your 
companion for 

Lent  
 

(Adults)  

†Sunday 27 March 2022 The Fourth Sunday of Lent  

Your brother here was dead and has come to life.  

†Friday 1 & 8 April 2022  
Stations of the Cross - Way of the Cross   
Lord by your cross and resurrection, you have set 
us free. You are the Saviour of the world! 
Led by Sr Antonia.  
Fridays during Lent following 8:00am Mass.  

†Friday 1 & 8 April 2022  

‘Come Back to Me’ Lenten Program with  
Sr Antonia for parents prior to school pick up 
Lent is a rich tradition of our Church, a time for 
prayer, fasting and abstinence and preparation.  
Fridays during Lent at 2:15pm upstairs in the 
Parish Centre - enter by the side door.  

†Saturday 2 & 9 April 2022 

‘Come Back to Me’ Lenten Program with Martha . 
This Lenten season focus on your relationship with 
God and the penitential practices prayer, fasting 
and almsgiving.  
Saturdays during Lent at 10:30am upstairs in the 
Parish Centre - enter by the side door  

†Saturday 2 & 9 April 2022 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation  
The Sacrament is God's gift to us. In the story of the 
Prodigal Son, Jesus tries to tell us that God is simply 
waiting for us to "come home."  
Saturday during Lent from 11:00am - 11:55am  

†Sunday 3 April 2022 The Fifth Sunday of Lent  

Let the person without sin be the first to throw a 
stone.  

†Sunday 3 April 2022 Annual Catechist Mass  

The Archdiocese Annual SRE Catechist Mass is 
celebrated at St Mary’s Cathedral at 2:00pm.  

†Sunday 3 April 2022  

Daylight saving ends  
Turn your clock back.  

†Tuesday 12 April 2022 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation  
During Lent the penitential season the Sacrament is 
the most natural way to celebrate God's forgiveness                                                                                                                                                                                                          
from  7.00pm - 7.45pm                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

  

https://www.trybooking.com/BXLBZ


 
 

 St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Administrator:  Fr Denis Minns OP     
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP   

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
 

Monday & Friday 8:00am  
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am  
Saturday 12 noon  

Saturday Reconciliation 
11:30am - 11:55am  

 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm  

 

 
 Scan the QR code to donate to support the  

Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and 

vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:  
Rocco Zoccali, Meagan Ficarra, Patricia Ficarra. 
If you wish to have a name added to our sick list for prayers 
please contact the parish office.   

Remembering those who have gone before us. 

Colleen Boyd, Judy Moran, Kevin Fahy, Helen Jones,  
Maria Zoccali, Margaret Micheletti, Charlie Camilleri,  
Rita Rota, Giuseppe Ziino, George Peres Da Costa and  
Rena Ferandes.  

Recently Deceased. James Moloney (Ireland).  

We pray for all who have anniversaries at this time & who 

have passed recently & offer our prayers & condolences.       
             May they rest in peace.   

MASS LOCATION CHANGE - DUE TO CHURCH 
RESTORATIONS   

From Monday 14 March 2022 weekday Masses will be 
celebrated upstairs in the Parish Centre  

(enter by the side door).   
Monday & Friday  8:00am  

Tuesday & Thursday: 9:30am  
Wednesday 7:30am 

 

WEEKEND MASSES WILL BE CELEBATED IN THE CHURCH 
  

 Thank you for your understanding  

 

Second Scrutiny of the Elect  
This Sunday, we celebrate the 2nd Scrutiny.  

According to the Church’s Rites, the scrutinies are 
meant to uncover, then heal all that is weak, defective, 

or sinful in the hearts of the elect; to bring out,  
Please keep all the Elect in your prayers as they make 

their final journey to the Easter Sacraments.  

Ministry to the Homebound in our Parish.  
Do you have a homebound family member, friend, or 

neighbour who would like to receive a visit?  

If so, please let us know. 

        We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s 
 

Lorenzo Francesco Volza,    
Valentina Manuela Volza & 

Sebastian Dylan William Miller 

and we congratulate their parents. 
   God bless you. 

 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Welcome to 2021  

St Mark’s COVID requirements. 

 

Gospel Reflection: Today’s gospel is perhaps the most famous of the parables that are unique to the Gospel of Luke. Sadly, what is 
often overlooked is the accusation aimed at Jesus that leads into the telling of this and two other shorter parables (the Lost Sheep and 
the Lost Coin – Lk 15:4-10). The Pharisees and scribes accuse Jesus of what they regard to be abhorrent behaviour in relation to the 
purity code that dominated 1st Century life: not only does Jesus welcome sinners, he actually shares meals with them. This would be 
absolutely scandalous behaviour. Who you ate with was a reflection of who you were. To eat with sinners and the unclean effective-
ly made you a sinner and unclean. 

The three parables Jesus tells in response to this accusation are all about the lost being found and great rejoicing over the finding of 
the lost sheep, lost coin, or lost son. The Gospel of Luke – more so than any of the others – has a very strong focus on the message of 
Jesus being addressed to and welcomed by the outcasts and marginalised; in other words, the ‘lost’ of his society. Rather than being 
embarrassed by the accusation that he ate with sinners, Jesus would have worn those words like a badge of honour. It was exactly 
what his mission and ministry was all about – being one with the poor; the outcast; the sinful; the lost. The three parables, and par-
ticularly the parable of the lost son, demonstrate the joy of a loving God when one who was lost returns. The extravagant welcome 
the prodigal son receives from his father is symbolic of the extravagance of God’s love that will be poured out for any ‘sinner’ who 
returns to God. 

Historical Context – Customs and culture: The parable of the lost son is a fascinating study of Jewish culture and purity laws. The 
son could not have distanced himself more from Jewish custom. Firstly, he demanded his inheritance, effectively treating his father 
as dead. Secondly, he travels to a pagan land and then in despair finds himself feeding pigs – animals whose meat was forbidden to 
Jews. He knows that his actions have alienated him from his family and culture and yet when he returns, his father gives him a fine 
robe and a ring to wear – signs of a father claiming a son as his own. 

Have you thought? The Prodigal: Because the only context in which most people ever hear the word prodigal is in relation to this 
parable, there is a common misunderstanding of the word. Because the parable is also referred to as the parable of the lost son, 
many people think prodigal means lost. However, to be prodigal means to be wastefully extravagant. When the son took his father’s 
money he adopted a prodigal lifestyle. However, the irony of the story that is often lost is that the father too was prodigal in the ex-
travagant welcome he gave. The father’s extravagance echoes God’s extravagant and abundant grace and love. 

From the perspective of … The Older Brother: We might have a little sympathy for the position of the older brother who has stuck 
by his father and done all that was required of him. All of a sudden his wayward brother returns and his father pulls out all the 
stops to welcome him home. The older brother is like the Pharisees and scribes who criticised Jesus for dining with sinners. They 
were sticklers for the rules and had no sense of compassion if it involved moving outside the requirements of Law. Like the older 
brother, they could not comprehend a God who could be extravagant in expressing his love. 

Questions? 
Q. In what way does the telling of the parable better answer the Pharisees than a direct confrontation?    
Q. When have you been like the lost son and acted in haste only to later regret your actions?    
Q. How do you respond to the older son’s reaction?  
Q. What learning do you take from this week’s reading and reflection?                                © Greg Sunter    

 

CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER  

$2 
 * Britain says ‘No ’! to assisted suicide.      

   *  Mary, Ukraine ’s strength.  
   * Soul sisters create blessed bling.   

* Sydney celebrates St Patrick.    

 

Safeguarding Refresher Training for Parish Volunteers 
Safeguarding Refresher Training for volunteers is now available via zoom or online. It is mandatory within the 
Archdiocese and a requirement in terms of meeting our obligations under the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards 
(Standard 7), that every three years Volunteers complete refresher Safeguarding Training.  
Online Refresher training: Volunteers can register for the Online Refresher Training via this link 
https://forms.gle/XuQFsRsvq3BYtXqT9  
Zoom Refresher training:  Volunteers simply need to register their attendance for Zoom training by emailing 
safeguardingtraining@sydneycatholic.org 

Zoom refresher training sessions available 
 

Thursday 31 March 2022 9.00am - 10.00am  

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/
https://forms.gle/XuQFsRsvq3BYtXqT9


 

Welcome to 2021  

St Mark’s COVID requirements. 

 
 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
https://www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion/donate/

