There was a terrible disaster when a building fell down
killing eighteen people. Some said, ‘Oh, those killed
must have been sinners, they or their parents.’ Jesus
repudiates that notion: ‘No, it wasn’t for anything they
did.’ It was clear to Jesus that they were the victims of
poor construction and conditions at Siloam.
Look at the builder.
Responsibility needs to be brought home to those
who would otherwise hide behind a religious ideology,
or the sheer self-interest of evading blame for a
situation.
To identify those really responsible may well require
major changes to the way society is organised.
Does it all seem too difficult? Jesus helps us with a
metaphor:
You are like a fig tree which may not be bearing much
fruit just now,
but, I am a terrific gardener:
I will water you, dig around you, make sure you are
well nourished
so that you will bear the fruits I desire.
Our Lord does that by:
watering us with the waters of baptism;
pruning us, especially during Lent;
nourishing us with the bread of life in Holy
Communion.
We might pause at various times during Lent to allow
Our Lord to garden us so that he may create a
heavenly botanical garden, a new Eden, of the whole
of humanity.
© Fr Michael Tate

Welcome to our
Year 5 families.
“Lord,
please protect my children
and grant me patience and
kindness when parenting them.
I pray they will grow
into God-honouring adults who respect
You and trust in You for everything.
I also pray for their future as they grow
and mature in this ever-changing
world we live in today.”
Amen

This weekend at all Masses our Drummoyne Vinnies
members will be collecting for the Vinnies Flood
Appeal. After Mass, there will be buckets for cash
and PayWave machines available for your cards.

Thank you

“Put aside some time for prayer and reflection”
Saturday mornings from 10:30am
upstairs in the Parish Centre - hosted by Martha
26 March, 2 April and 9 April 2022
Friday afternoons from 2:15pm (prior to school pick up)
upstairs in the Parish Centre hosted by Sr Antonia 25 March, 1 April and 8 April 2022
All Welcome

Second Reading
Entrance Antiphon

Cf. Ps 24:15-16

All: My eyes are always on the Lord, for he rescues my feet from
the snare. Turn to me and have mercy on me, for I am alone and
poor.

First Reading

Exodus 3.1-8a, 13-15

A reading from the book of Exodus
Moses, you will tell the Israelites; I AM has sent me to you.

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the
priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and
came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the Angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; Moses
looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed.
Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight,
and see why the bush is not burned up.”
When the Lord saw that Moses had turned aside to see, God
called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And Moses said,
“Here I am.” Then God said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is
holy ground.”
God said further, “I am the God of your fathers, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses
hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.
Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people
who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their
taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come
down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up
out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with
milk and honey.”
But Moses said to God, “If I come to the children of Israel and
say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and
they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?”
God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” He said further, “Thus
you shall say to the children of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to
you.’”
God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the children of
Israel, ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This
is my name forever, and this my memorial for all generations.”

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 102:1-4. 6-8. 11. R. v.8

(R.) The Lord is kind and merciful.
1.Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his
holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and do not forget all his
benefits. (R.)
2. It is the Lord who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all
your diseases, who redeems your life from the Pit, who crowns
you with steadfast love and mercy. (R.)

3. The Lord works vindication and justice for all who are
oppressed. He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to the
people of Israel. (R.)
4. The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love. For as the heavens are high above
the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear
him. (R.)

1 Corinthians 10.1-6, 10-12

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians
All this that happened to the people of Moses in the desert was written for our
benefit.

I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our
ancestors were all under the cloud; all passed through the sea;
all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea; all ate
the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink.
For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and
the rock was Christ.
Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they
were struck down in the wilderness.
Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we
might not desire evil as they did. And do not complain as some
of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer.
These things happened to them to serve as an example, and
they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of
the ages have come. So if you think you are standing, watch
out that you do not fall.

Gospel Acclamation

Matthew 4.17

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory!
Repent, says the Lord;
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory!

Gospel

Luke 13.1-9

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Unless you repent you will all perish as they did.

Jesus was teaching the crowds; some of those present told Jesus
about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their
sacrifices.
Jesus asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans
suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other
Galileans? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all
perish as they did. Or those eighteen who were killed when the
tower of Siloam fell on them — do you think that they were
worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? No, I
tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they
did.”
Then Jesus told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in
his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found
none. So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I
have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find
none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’
“The gardener replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until
I dig around it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year,
well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’”
Apostles Creed
I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.
Amen.
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the
Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International
Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.

Prayer of the Faithful
Leader: Let us turn to our heavenly Father in prayer, asking that
our hearts may be turned back to him, and that we may repent
of all that has drawn us away from him.
Reader: Let us pray for all who are suffering as a result of war,
conflict or natural disaster throughout the world, and especially
for the people of Ukraine, that they may live in their own lands
in justice and in peace. (pause).

Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: Let us pray for all who are sick or suffering in any way,
that they will be comforted by the knowledge of Christ’s love.

(pause).
Lord, hear us.

School Crossing Supervisor position

All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: Let us pray for those who are preparing to receive the
sacraments of initiation, that they may know the power of God’s
grace at work in their lives. (pause).

Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for year 5 students and their families, and for
all of us gathered here, that we will continue to be renewed by
the loving mercy of our God. (pause).

Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: Let us pray for all the faithful departed, that they may
know the fullness of joy in God’s kingdom. (pause).

Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Leader: God our Father, hear our prayers and lift up our hearts
with the assurance of your mercy. We make this prayer through
Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.

Communion Antiphon

Cf. Ps 83: 4-5

The sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for her
young: by your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God.
Blessed are they who dwell in your house, for ever singing your
praise.

St. Mark’s Parish

United in Baptism,
Nourished by the Eucharist,
Guided by the Holy Spirit,
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community,
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel,
Reaching Out to Those in Need,
Journeying Together,
Growing in Faith.

Part-Time/Casual Work Available
Become a School Crossing Supervisor with Transport for
NSW at St Mark’s Drummoyne
To apply select link below:
https://jobs.transport.nsw.gov.au/job-invite/48125/
For further information contact; Kate Vicente Kate.Vicente2@transport.nsw.gov.au

Positions Vacant
Administration Assistant:
Presentation Sisters of Australia and PNG, based in
Strathfield. Working 1-2 days per week. For further
information contact Anthony Spata on 0402 210 055

Prayer for Those
Affected by Floods
God of compassion,
You created a world for us
To know your love and peace
Yet amidst the beauty of creation
We encounter pain and hurt
And forces beyond our control.
At times like this our hearts are
shaken and ache with sorrow.
At the destruction of our lives, homes
and livelihoods.
Hear our prayers for those affected
by the floods
And for all those working
To bring relief and fresh hope.
Amen

Pray for Ukraine: Peace Prayer of St Francis
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace;
where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon;
where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness; joy.
O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love,
for it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen
The ruined Church of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin, built in 1862, in Ukraine’s Zhytomyr region. | © CNA FB Olga Rutkovskaya

†Sunday 20 March 2022 The Third Sunday of Lent
Unless you repent you will all perish as they did.

†Monday 21 - Friday 25 March 2022
Morning Mass is relocated to upstairs in the Parish
Centre, enter by the side door.

†Friday 25 March 2022
The Annunciation of the Lord - 8:00am Mass
O God, who willed that your Word should take on
the reality of human flesh in the womb of the
Virgin Mary, grant, we pray, that we, who confess
our Redeemer to be God and man, may merit to
become partakers even in his divine nature.

†Friday 25 March 2022 First Holy Communion
St Mark’s Parish enrolment letters for First Holy
Communion are available from the Parish office
with the celebration to be held in June 2022.

†Sunday 27 March 2022 The Fourth Sunday of Lent
Your brother here was dead and has come to life.

†Sunday 3 April 2022 The Fifth Sunday of Lent
Let the person without sin be the first to throw a
stone.

†Sunday 3 April 2022 Annual Catechist Mass
The Archdiocese Annual SRE Catechist Mass is
celebrated at St Mary’s Cathedral at 2:00pm.

Lent at St Mark’s
Collect a Little Black / Purple Book for
your daily Lenten companion.
A donation is appreciated.

Little Black
Book
Your
companion for
Lent

(Adults)

Collect your Lenten
Bulletin for preparation,
dates and times.
The Sacrament of Penance
Every Saturday during Lent from
11:00am and Tuesday 12 April from
7:00pm to 7:45pm
Join a Lenten Group
“Come back to Me”
Fridays 2:15pm,
hosted by Sr Antonia or
Saturdays 10:30am,
hosted by Martha.
Upstairs in the Parish Centre enter by the side door.
Stations of the Cross each
Friday morning following 8:00am Mass.
Led by Sr Antonia

†Sunday 3 April 2022
Daylight saving ends
Turn your clock back.

WELCOME TO
ST MARK’S

Catholic Women’s League Archdiocese of Sydney is a member
organisation that was founded in 1913, we aim to unite Sydney’s
Catholic women to support each other and those in need.
After our long enforced closure due to the pandemic, we are all
looking forward to a fresh restart of monthly meetings
commencing on Friday 25th March from 11.30am,
we start with a bring your own lite lunch
before our meeting at 1:00pm.
Parishioners and visitors are most welcome to join us,
upstairs in the Parish Centre.

Judith Brown - President

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses
Monday & Friday 8:00am
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am
Wednesday 7:30am
Saturday 12 noon
Saturday Reconciliation
11:30am - 11:55am

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm

vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:
Rocco Zoccali, Meagan Ficarra, Patricia Ficarra.

If you wish to have a name added to our sick list for prayers
please contact the parish office.

Remembering those who have gone before us.
Judy Moran, Kevin Fahy, Helen Jones, Maria Zoccali,
Margaret Micheletti, Charlie Camilleri, Rita Rota,
Giuseppe Ziino, George Peres Da Costa, Rena Ferandes,
Giustina Russo & members of the Ferraro family.

Recently Deceased. James Moloney (Ireland).
We pray for all who have anniversaries at this time & who
have passed recently & offer our prayers & condolences.
May they rest in peace.

Scan the QR code to donate to support the
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.
MASS LOCATION CHANGE - DUE TO CHURCH
RESTORATIONS
From Monday 14 March 2022 weekday Masses will be
celebrated upstairs in the Parish Centre
(enter by the side door).
Monday & Friday 8:00am
Tuesday & Thursday: 9:30am
Wednesday 7:30am
WEEKEND MASSES WILL BE CELEBATED IN THE CHURCH
Thank you for your understanding

First Scrutiny of the Elect

We welcome into our faith community this
Sunday through the
Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s

This Sunday, and for the next two Sundays, we will
celebrate the Scrutinies.
According to the Church’s Rites, “the scrutinies are
meant to uncover, then heal all that is weak, defective,
or sinful in the hearts of the elect; to bring out,
Please keep all the Elect in your prayers as they make
their final journey to the Easter Sacraments.

Mila Sut &
Charlotte Grace Maureen
Winterburn
and we congratulate their parents.
God bless you.

St Mark’s Catholic Parish
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047
Tel: (02) 9181 1795
Email: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

St Mark’s Church Hearing
Loop installed

Administrator: Fr Denis Minns OP
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP
Pastoral Associate: Sr Antonia Nedu ISR
Chair Parish Pastoral Council: Ms Celine Cheng
School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.
St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land.

Welcome to 2021
St Mark’s COVID requirements.

Gospel Reflection: When Jesus is asked about the deaths of some Galileans and some residents of Jerusalem, he seizes the opportunity to remind his audience that their obsession with the ‘sin’ of the victims is misplaced. He challenges all who are listening that unless they repent, they will all perish in a similar fashion. This would have been very confronting to those in the audience who were
ingrained in the thinking that ‘bad things only happen to bad people’. The purity codes of the day stated that if one maintained purity of action – obeying the Law and respecting the prohibitions on certain actions – then one was fulfilling one’s duty and maintaining right relationship with God. Jesus chastises the people for this attitude and tells them that they all must ‘repent’. For 1st Century Jews, the word ‘repent’ had a greater depth of meaning than our current understanding. Rather than simply ‘being sorry’, to
repent meant to completely turn life around – both individually and as a society. His injunction to repent would be seen as a challenge to question motives and actions and set a new direction.
To follow this up, Jesus tells his audience a parable about a fig tree that has not borne fruit after three years. There are many interpretations of this parable and it is often interpreted in isolation from the gospel passage that immediately precedes it. Given the
challenge to ‘repent’ that is given so strongly, we can see the parable as an example to the listeners that their time for repenting is
running out. The one year reprieve for the fig tree is an indication to the listeners that their change of heart and change of spirit had
better take shape in the very near future.
Scriptural context – Parables: The parable of the unproductive fig tree at the end of today’s passage is not a straightforward story
with a clear message. Indeed, this is a hallmark of the style of storytelling that we call ‘parable’. A parable is deliberately open to
interpretation at different levels. In the first instance, today’s parable is a simple farming story. However, the original audience
knew (as we know) that there had to be more to the story. Parables use metaphoric and symbolic language that invites the listener
or reader to explore deeper and find a meaning that lies beyond the literal.
Living the Gospel – Bad Things / Good People: Today’s gospel taps in to the vexing question: ‘Why do bad things happen to good
people?’ The question implies that God is punishing good people. Surprisingly, this attitude continues and one only has to watch
news coverage of a tragedy to hear someone ask, ‘How could God let this happen?’ The very question suggests a belief in a God who
interferes in our lives and manipulates events. Jesus suggests that tragic events are not punishment from God, but the accidental,
deliberate or natural event does provide a reminder to turn our lives around and live lives that matter.
Gospel Focus – Repent: Throughout the gospels, Jesus challenged the prevailing ‘purity codes’ that separated and classified people.
The Jewish religious officials of the day were obsessed with the ‘letter of the Law’ as it applied to purity observance. Jesus told them
that a spirit of compassion was much more important than the blind adherence to the Law. He suggests that it is not the lack of observance of purity codes that makes a person ‘unclean’ or ‘sinful’; rather, it is lack of compassion informing their actions towards
others. The call to ‘repent’ is a call to complete conversion of heart – to take on an attitude of compassion.
Questions?
Q. In what way/s is today’s gospel confronting to modern sensibilities?
Q. What social wrongs are justified by a belief that bad things happen to bad people?
Q. Why is the need for repentance presented with such urgency?
Q. Where in your life is there a need for ‘repentance’ – a change of heart to one of compassion?

© Greg Sunter

Safeguarding Refresher Training for Parish Volunteers
Safeguarding Refresher Training for volunteers is now available via zoom or online. It is mandatory within the
Archdiocese and a requirement in terms of meeting our obligations under the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards
(Standard 7), that every three years Volunteers complete refresher Safeguarding Training.
Online Refresher training: Volunteers can register for the Online Refresher Training via this link
https://forms.gle/XuQFsRsvq3BYtXqT9
Zoom Refresher training: Volunteers simply need to register their attendance for Zoom training by emailing
safeguardingtraining@sydneycatholic.org
Zoom refresher training sessions available
Thursday 31 March 2022 9.00am - 10.00am

* The chilling of our charities: Soaring prices bite.
* Aussies dig deep for Ukraine: Caritas appeal $1.5m - and rising.
* Life after death? The new book telling amazing stories
* Plenary: Warning from Germany.
CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER

$2

Welcome to 2021
St Mark’s COVID requirements.

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

