Anniversary of the election of Pope Francis in 2013. The first non-European to be elected
for almost 1,300 years and the first-ever member of the Jesuit order. Pope Francis is the
266th Pope and replaced Pope Benedict XVI who had been pope since 2005 but had
unexpectedly resigned in 2013.

One often hears the conventional wisdom: ‘All religions
are the same, with somewhat different packaging.’ But,
do they believe the same thing about the human
person?
What if one believed that the most vital part of a person
was ‘the soul’ which alone was destined for Heaven?
This is not the Christian belief.
Today’s Gospel recounts that Jesus’ body was
transfigured. This was no out-of-the-body experience of
religious ecstasy. Jesus’ body was totally translucent,
totally radiant with Divine Light. Every molecule of his
materiality was reverberating in the halo of divine glory.
That is the destiny which God desires for us also. When
we are really in harmony with God, when we really
participate in the life of God, then that Divine Life
envelops and permeates our whole person, bodysoul.
That is our ultimate destiny, but can it be anticipated in
the lives of those close to God?
You might care to read the story of St Seraphim of
Sarov from the Russian Orthodox tradition. A follower
recounts the dazzling bodily transformation of the saint
with the blaze of light spilling over onto the snowcovered meadow.
We might pause for a moment to affirm our Christian
hope that, with God’s grace, we will be radiant with
Divine Light, our bodies immersed in translucent glory,
filled with infinite joy in our hearts. © Fr Michael Tate

MASS LOCATION CHANGE - DUE TO CHURCH
RESTORATIONS
From Monday 14 March 2022 weekday Masses will be
celebrated upstairs in the Parish Centre
(enter by side door).
Monday & Friday 8:00am
Tuesday & Thursday: 9:30am
Wednesday 7:30am
WEEKEND MASSES WILL BE CELEBATED IN THE CHURCH
Thank you for your understanding

Welcome to our
Kindergarten families.
Loving God,
You are the giver of all we possess,
the source of all of our blessings.
We thank and praise you.
Thank you for the gift of our children.
Help us to set boundaries for them,
and yet encourage them to explore.
Give us the strength and courage to treat
each day as a fresh start.
May our children come to know you, the one true God,
and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.
May your Holy Spirit help them to grow
in faith, hope, and love,
so they may know peace, truth, and goodness.
May their ears hear your voice.
May their eyes see your presence in all things.
May their lips proclaim your word.
May their hearts be your dwelling place.
May their hands do works of charity.
May their feet walk in the way of Jesus Christ,
your Son and our Lord.
Amen.

Next weekend at all Masses our Drummoyne Vinnies
members will be collecting for the Vinnies Flood
Appeal. After Mass, there will be buckets for cash
and PayWave machines available for your cards.

Second Reading
Entrance Antiphon

Cf. Ps 26:8-9

All: Of you my heart has spoken, Seek his face. It is your face, O
Lord, that I seek; hide not your face from me.

The Gloria
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to
people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you,
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

First Reading

Gen 15:5-12. 17-18

A reading from the book of Genesis
The Lord made a covenant with, Abraham, his righteous servant.

The Lord said to Abram: “Look toward heaven and count the
stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So
shall your descendants be.” And he believed the Lord; and the
Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.
Then the Lord said to Abram, “I am the Lord who brought you
from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.” But
Abram said, “O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess
it?”
The Lord said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove,
and a young pigeon.” Abram brought the Lord all these and cut
them in two, laying each half over against the other; but he did
not cut the birds in two. And when birds of prey came down on
the carcasses, Abram drove them away.
As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a
deep and terrifying darkness descended upon him. When the
sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a
flaming torch passed between these pieces.
On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To
your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the
great river, the river Euphrates.”

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 26:1. 7-9. 13-14. R. v.1

(R.) The Lord is my light and my salvation.
1.The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The
Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
(R.)
2. Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud, be gracious to me and answer me! “Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!” Your face,
Lord, do I seek. (R.)
3. Do not hide your face from me. Do not turn your servant
away in anger, you who have been my help. Do not cast me off,
do not forsake me, O God of my salvation! (R.)
4. I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord in the land
of the living. Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart
take courage; wait for the Lord! (R.)

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the
Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International
Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.
! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana.
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal ©
2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.

Rom 10:8-13

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians
Christ will transform our humble bodies, conforming them to his glorious
body.

Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those
who live according to the example you have in us. For many
live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often told you of
them, and now I tell you even with tears. Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in their shame;
their minds are set on earthly things.
But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we
are expecting a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to
the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to
make all things subject to himself.
Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for,
my joy and crown, stand firm, my beloved, in the Lord in this
way.

Gospel Acclamation

Lk 9:35

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory!
From the shining cloud the Father’s voice is heard.
This is my beloved Son, hear him.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory!

Gospel

Lk 9:28b-36

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
While Jesus prayed, the appearance of his face changed.

Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and went up on
the mountain to pray. And while he was praying, the
appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became
dazzling white.
Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to Jesus.
They appeared in glory and were speaking of his exodus,
which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.
Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep;
but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the
two men who stood with him.
Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is
good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for
you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah,” but Peter did not know
what he said.
While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed
them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. Then
from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son, my
Chosen; listen to him!” When the voice had spoken, Jesus was
found alone.
And the disciples kept silent and in those days told no one any
of the things they had seen.

Apostles Creed
I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
Leader: Let us address our prayers to our Heavenly Father.
Reader: We pray for kinder students and their families, that they
will continue to grow in faith as members of our worshipping
community. (pause).

Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.

Project Compassion

Reader: We pray for the people of Ukraine, that they may be
able to live in liberty, peace, and justice. (pause).

Please donate to Project Compassion 2022 and help
people living with disabilities in India gain access to
education and clean water, empowering them with skills
to build a better future.
Together, we can help vulnerable communities face their
challenges today and build a better tomorrow For All
Future Generations. You can donate through Project
Compassion donation boxes

Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for all who have suffered loss through natural
disaster, that they will receive generous assistance in their
recovery. (pause).

Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for those preparing for baptism this Easter, that
they will be welcomed with joy into our community. (pause).

Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray that those who have died will know the risen
Lord. (pause).

Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Leader: Father, we ask you to hear these prayers, which we
make in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.

Communion Antiphon

Mt 17:5

All: This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased;
listen to him.

School Crossing Supervisor position

Part-Time/Casual Work Available
Become a School Crossing Supervisor with Transport for
NSW at St Mark’s Drummoyne
To apply select link below:
https://jobs.transport.nsw.gov.au/job-invite/48125/
For further information contact; Kate Vicente Kate.Vicente2@transport.nsw.gov.au

Welcome Back to School

St Carthage’s Cathedral, Lismore, inundated by
floodwaters on 28 February, 2022.
Screenshot: Diocese of Lismore

Prayer for Those
Affected by Floods
God of compassion,
You created a world for us
To know your love and peace
Yet amidst the beauty of creation
We encounter pain and hurt
And forces beyond our control.
At times like this our hearts are shaken
and ache with sorrow.
At the destruction of our lives, homes
and livelihoods.
Hear our prayers for those affected by
the floods
And for all those working
To bring relief and fresh hope.
Amen

Caritas Australia has a longstanding partnership with
Caritas Ukraine, who is
currently working on the
ground providing emergency
support to internally displaced persons. An appeal has
been launched to provide support to Caritas Ukraine
as they work tirelessly in tremendously difficult
circumstances to provide essentials to vulnerable
people in Ukraine, including emergency food and
water, shelter, hygiene kits and counselling.
Donations can be made by visiting
www.caritas.org.au/ukraine
or call 1800 024 413 toll free

A PRAYER FOR UKRAINE
Gracious God, we pray for the people of Ukraine suffering
from war.
May they be held in your loving care and protection and
given the strength to endure their suffering and hardship.
Transform the hearts and minds of those who perpetuate the
violence and oppression.
Grant wisdom to world leaders in advancing efforts toward
peace; may they not be compromised by self-interest and
blind indifference.
We ask all this through the intercession of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help and in the name of your Son Jesus, and the
Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

Lent at St Mark’s

†Thursday 17 March 2022 St Patrick’s Day
O God, who chose the Bishop Saint Patrick to
preach your glory to the peoples of Ireland, grant,
through his merits and intercession, that those who
glory in the name of Christian, may never cease to
proclaim your wondrous deeds to all. Mass at
9:30am

Collect a Little Black / Purple Book for
your daily Lenten companion.
A donation is appreciated.

†Saturday 19 March 2022 St Joseph
The Solemnity of St Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. Grant, we pray, almighty God, that by
Saint Joseph’s intercession your Church may
constantly watch over the unfolding of the
mysteries of human salvation, whose beginnings
you entrusted to his faithful care. Mass at 12 noon

†Sunday 20 March 2022 The Third Sunday of Lent
Unless you repent you will all perish as they did.

†Friday 25 March 2022
The Annunciation of the Lord
O God, who willed that your Word should take on
the reality of human flesh in the womb of the
Virgin Mary, grant, we pray, that we, who confess
our Redeemer to be God and man, may merit to
become partakers even in his divine nature.

†Sunday 27 March 2022 The Fourth Sunday of Lent
Your brother here was dead and has come to life.

Little Black
Book
Your
companion for
Lent

(Adults)

Collect your Lenten
Bulletin for preparation,
dates and times.
The Sacrament of Penance
Every Saturday during Lent from
11:00am and Tuesday 12 April from
7:00pm to 7:45pm
Join a Lenten Group
“Come back to Me”
Fridays 2:15pm,
hosted by Sr Antonia or
Saturdays 10:30am,
hosted by Martha.
Upstairs in the Parish Centre enter by the side door.
Stations of the Cross each
Friday morning following 8:00am Mass.
Led by Sr Antonia

†Sunday 3 April 2022 The Fifth Sunday of Lent
Let the person without sin be the first to throw a
stone.

†Sunday 3 April 2022
Daylight saving ends
Turn your clock back.

WELCOME TO
ST MARK’S

Catholic Women’s League Archdiocese of Sydney is a member organisation that was founded in 1913, we aim
to unite Sydney’s Catholic women to support each other and those in need.
After our long enforced closure due to the pandemic, we are all looking forward to a fresh restart of monthly
meetings commencing on Friday 25th March from 11.30am, we start with a bring your own lite lunch
before our meeting at 1:00pm.
Parishioners and visitors are most welcome to join us, upstairs in the Parish Centre.

Judith Brown - President

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses
Monday & Friday 8:00am
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am
Wednesday 7:30am
Saturday 12 noon
Saturday Reconciliation
11:00am - 11:55am

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm

vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:
Rocco Zoccali, Meagan Ficarra, Patricia Ficarra.

If you wish to have a name added to our sick list for prayers
please contact the parish office.

Remembering those who have gone before us.

Scan the QR code to donate to support the
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

Charlie Camilleri, Rita Rota, Bartolomeo (Bob) Favorito
Giuseppe Ziino, George Peres Da Costa, Rena Ferandes,
Veronica Hamilton, Elvira Favorito, Giustina Russo and
members of the Ferraro family, Fr Barnabas (Max) Brown
O.F.M., Marguerite Wong, and Isidoro D’Urso.

Recently Deceased. Bozica Razbusek
We pray for all who have anniversaries at this time & who
have passed recently & offer our prayers & condolences.
May they rest in peace.

St. Mark’s Parish:
United in Baptism,
Nourished by the Eucharist,
Guided by the Holy Spirit,
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community,
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel,
Reaching Out to Those in Need,
Journeying Together,
Growing in Faith.

St Mark’s Catholic Parish
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047
Tel: (02) 9181 1795
Email: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

St Mark’s Church Hearing
Loop installed

Administrator: Fr Denis Minns OP
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP
Pastoral Associate: Sr Antonia Nedu ISR
Chair Parish Pastoral Council: Ms Celine Cheng
School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke

Masks are recommended, thank you for social distancing, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.
St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land.

Welcome to 2021
St Mark’s COVID requirements.

Gospel Reflection: In all three versions of this Transfiguration event that appear in the gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke, the
context in which the event occurs is identical. That’s a little unusual with these three gospel writers who like to put their own spin
on events and often play with the chronology or settings of events. However, in this case, all three writers report the Transfiguration
event as taking place immediately after a particular sequence of events. Jesus has asked the disciples who they think he is and Peter
has made his confession of faith by declaring that Jesus is the Messiah. This declaration is followed by Jesus teaching about the
demands of discipleship and then the account of the Transfiguration. Furthermore, all three versions are directly followed by an
account of a man who brings his possessed son to Jesus for healing after the disciples have tried and failed to cast out the demon.
When all three of the synoptic gospels use the same story with little variation and all three retain the same context around the event
then there are some pretty clear signals that this was a commonly accepted sequence of events and their sequence holds significance. The core message of this sequence of stories is about the faith of the disciples. Whilst Peter declares Jesus to be the Messiah,
he and the others don’t really yet know what this means. In the Transfiguration, they are given the clearest possible indication of
Jesus’ identity and yet they’re half asleep and we’re told Peter doesn’t know what he’s saying when he starts talking about building
tents. The following failure by the disciples to cast out a demon shows that they still haven’t understood fully who and what Jesus is.
What a great reading for the season of Lent!
Scriptural context – Gospel Parallels: The account of the Transfiguration appears in all three synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark and
Luke). The word, synoptic, means ‘seen together’ and these three gospels can be seen together because they have so much material
in common. It is now accepted that the gospel of Mark was the first written as so much of it appears in the other two, while the
gospels of Matthew and Luke both seem to have also drawn on another source of Jesus material (known as the ‘Q’ source). Despite
the parallels, each writer uses the same story to convey the particular message of that gospel.
Living the Gospel – ‘Listen to him!’ God’s voice from the cloud claims Jesus as his Son, the Chosen One and then goes on to instruct
those present – and we, the readers – to ‘Listen to him!’ For the disciples, this was a message not to get carried away with their own
ideas about the Messiah but to listen to what Jesus was saying about the suffering he must endure and to what he was saying about
true discipleship. Jesus tells us that to be a follower of his involves sacrifice, hardship and often unpopularity. It is this message we
must listen to as much as the promise of salvation.
Gospel Focus – Asleep again? It seems that at crucial points in the gospel where Jesus’ true identity and mission are revealed, the
disciples are falling asleep! The gospel of Luke is unique in suggesting that the disciples were sleepy at the Transfiguration. They
managed to fight off sleep in this instance, but were fast asleep at the Mount of Olives as Jesus prayed in agony. The sleepiness of the
disciples at these crucial times is indicative of limited grasp of what Jesus is on about. They are wearied by all that he asks of them,
rather than energised by it, and consequently they’re not ready to witness great events when they come along.
Questions?
Q. What message did the Transfiguration hold for the three disciples who witnessed it?
Q. What message does the event hold for us today?
Q. Why does it seem important for the gospel writer to specify that Peter did not know what he was saying?
Q. Why might this passage be selected for use during the Lenten season?
© Greg Sunter

Safeguarding Refresher Training for Parish Volunteers
Safeguarding Refresher Training for volunteers is now available via zoom or online. It is mandatory within the
Archdiocese and a requirement in terms of meeting our obligations under the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards
(Standard 7), that every three years Volunteers complete refresher Safeguarding Training.
Online Refresher training: Volunteers can register for the Online Refresher Training via this link
https://forms.gle/XuQFsRsvq3BYtXqT9
Zoom Refresher training: Volunteers simply need to register their attendance for Zoom training by emailing
safeguardingtraining@sydneycatholic.org
Zoom refresher training sessions available
Thursday 31 March 2022 9.00am - 10.00am

* A Battle for the Soul of Humanity: Rallying behind Ukraine.
* Diocese of Lismore launches Flood Appeal.
* Jack Berne’s inspiring campaign for farmers.
* Book review: Les Murray ’s Last Word.
CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER

$2

Welcome to 2021
St Mark’s COVID requirements.

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

