
 

After his baptism Jesus was driven by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness where the devil put him to the test. 
Jesus was offered three shortcuts to his living in harmony with the will of his Heavenly Father.  
First, when he was hungry there would be bread out of stones.  
Second, when he wanted to change the world he could have absolute political power. 
Third, when he needed to take risks, angels would keep him safe. 
Our baptism does not insulate us from the same threefold pattern of temptation. Do you find yourself saying: 
I want the whole world to change to satisfy me, or  
I want to exercise power over others, or  
I want to take stupid risks and come out unharmed, or all three! 
What must we do when such temptations assail us?   
Realise that such temptations are much less powerful than they seem – the last gasp of the vanquished devil. 
Imitate Jesus in going to the Scriptures, preferably the Gospels, in order to have the words to hurl back at the 
devil as you are tested.  
We could pause to make a Lenten resolution to read a Gospel, and to do so confident of our Baptismal identity 
as beloved daughters and sons of God.                                               ©  Fr Michael Tate   

 

 

We are family.  

For one another, we are love and trial, strength and trouble.  
Even when far apart, we belong to one another and, in 
various ways, we remember and pray for one another.  

 

We join now to give thanks to our God and to ask  
God’s blessing on our families. 

 

We bless your name, O Lord  
for sending your own incarnate Son  
to become part of a family, so that,  

as he lived its life, he would experience  
its worries and its joys.  

 

We ask you, Lord,  
to protect and watch over this family,  
so that in the strength of your grace  
its members may enjoy prosperity,  

possess the priceless gift of your peace,  
and, as the Church alive in your home,  
bear witness in this world of your glory.  

We ask this through Christ our Lord  
Amen   

We welcome to St Mark’s all our Year 1 families.   
 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Entrance Antiphon                    Cf. Ps 90:15-16 
All: When he calls on me, I will answer him; I will deliver 
him and give him glory, I will grant him length of days.            
 

First Reading                             Dt 26:4-10 

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy    
The confession of faith of the elect . 

Moses spoke to the people, saying: “When the priest takes the 
basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of the 
Lord your God, you shall make this response before the Lord 
your God: 
“A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into 
Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he 
became a great nation, mighty and populous.  
When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by  
imposing hard labour on us, we cried to the Lord, the God of 
our ancestors; the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, 
our toil, and our oppression.  
The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an 
outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with 
signs and wonders; and he brought us into this place and gave 
us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey.  
So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O 
Lord, have given me.” 
And Moses continued, “You shall set it down before the Lord 
your God and bow down before the Lord your God.”  

Responsorial Psalm                          Ps 90:1-2. 10-15. R. v.15

(R.) Be with me, Lord, when I am in trouble.       
 

1.You who live in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in 
the shadow of the Almighty, will say to the Lord, “My refuge 
and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust.  (R.) 
 

2. No evil shall befall you, no scourge come near your tent. For 
he will command his Angels concerning you to guard you in all 
your ways.  (R.) 

3. On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not 
dash your foot against a stone. You will tread on the lion and 
the adder, the young lion and the serpent you will trample  
under foot. (R.) 
 
4. The one who loves me, I will deliver; I will protect the one 
who knows my name. When he calls to me, I will answer him;  
I will be with him in trouble, I will rescue him and honour 
him. (R.) 

Second Reading                                Rom 10:8-13 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 
The confession of faith of the believers in Christ. 

Brothers and sisters, what does Scripture say? “The word is near 
you, on your lips and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith 
that we proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that 
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from 
the dead, you will be saved. 
For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one  
confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 
The Scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to 
shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the 
same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 
For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.”  
 

 
 

 

Gospel                                             Lk 4:1-13  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke    
 Jesus was led by the Spirit through the wilderness; there he was tempted. 
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was 
led by the Spirit in the wilderness, where for forty days he was 
tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, 
and when they were over, he was famished. 
The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this 
stone to become a loaf of bread.” Jesus answered him, “It is 
written, ‘Man does not live by bread alone.’” 
Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the 
kingdoms of the world. And the devil said to him, “To you I will 
give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given over 
to me, and I give it to anyone I please. If you, then, will worship 
me, it will all be yours.” Jesus answered him, “It is written, 
‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’” 
Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the 
pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of 
God, throw yourself down from here, for it is written, ‘He will 
command his Angels concerning you, to protect you,’ and ‘On 
their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your 
foot against a stone.’” Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not 
put the Lord your God to the test.’” 
When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him 
until an opportune time.  
 

Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty; from there he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and life everlasting. Amen. 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate 
Vaticana. Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English 

Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton 
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the 

Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and 
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the 
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International 

Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

Gospel Acclamation                                       Mt 4:4 
 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
No one lives on bread alone,  
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

St. Mark’s Parish:  
United in Baptism,  

Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 

Reaching Out to Those in Need, 
Journeying Together,  

Growing in Faith.  



 
  

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: Let us present our needs to our heavenly Father so 
that the Spirit will guide and strengthen us through this  
period.                          
     
Reader: We pray for the people of Ukraine that they may 
be free to live their lives in justice and in peace.  (pause).  
Lord, hear us. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.    
 

Reader: We pray that we may we respond generously to  
opportunities, such as those presented by Project  
Compassion this Lent, to build a just future for all  
generations. (pause).  
Lord, hear us. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.   
 

Reader: We pray for those whose lives and livelihoods have 
been affected by floods, that our communities will be 
generous in the assistance they offer them.  (pause).  
Lord, hear us. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.    
 

Reader: We pray for all the RCIA candidates and catechu-
mens, that in this Rite of Election they may be enlightened 
by God’s love as the Church embraces them and welcomes 
them into the faith community. (pause).  
Lord, hear us. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.    
 
Reader: We pray for our Year 1 students and their families, 
that they might feel welcomed and part of our learning 
community.    (pause).  
Lord, hear us. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.   

Reader: We pray for those who have died that they may 
share the life of Christ. (pause).  
Lord, hear us. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.     

Leader: God our Father, in you we find hope and source of 
safety. Protect us from temptations and all that leads us 
away from you. Hear this prayer and help us always to 
strive to place our trust in you. Through Christ our Lord.  
All: Amen. 

Communion Antiphon                            Mt 4:4 
All: One does not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that comes forth from the mouth of God. 

 

Prayer 
Loving God,  

We thank you for the gift of our lives and for the life of 
every person, both near to us and far away.  

We thank you for the wonder of all creation.  
Through fasting, almsgiving and prayer may this Lent 

draw us deeper into the warmth and light of God’s love.  
May we see the world more clearly, especially those who 

are often overlooked.  
May we come closer to your heart, which you showed 

through the cross of Jesus.  
May we be full of hope for all future generations.  

We ask this in Jesus’ name  
Amen.     

Please take home a Project Compassion box and/or a 
set of donation envelopes to support Caritas Australia 
this Lenten season and help support vulnerable people 
around the world, now and for all future generations. 
 
 

With your support, Caritas Australia has been able to 
support vulnerable communities around the world to 
tackle poverty, food security, education, water and 
sanitation and disaster risk reduction. Project 
Compassion 2022 reminds us that the good that we do 
today will extend and impact the lives of generations 
to come to build a better future for all. 
 

‘Humanity still has the ability to work together in 
building our common home’ Pope Francis Laudato Si 
 

Project Compassion boxes and/or a set of donation 
envelopes are available in the Church foyer.  

Caritas Australia has a long-
standing partnership with 
Caritas Ukraine, who is 
currently working on the 
ground providing emergency 

support to internally displaced persons. An appeal has 
been launched to provide support to Caritas Ukraine 
as they work tirelessly in tremendously difficult 
circumstances to provide essentials to vulnerable 
people in Ukraine, including emergency food and 
water, shelter, hygiene kits and counselling. 
 

Donations can be made by visiting 
www.caritas.org.au/ukraine 

or call 1800 024 413 toll free  

http://www.caritas.org.au/ukraine


Families and children are always 
welcome to Mass at St Mark’s Church.   

We would ask parents to supervise 
their children during, before  

and after Mass.  
 

For Safety:  
* Please keep your child in sight.  

* Please do not let them swing on the  
Church balustrades. 

* Please ensure children are accompanied in the parking 
area. 

* Please supervise your child in the driveway areas beside 
the Church and the presbytery. 

* Please when outside the Church respect the gardens 
and surrounds.   

We raise these concerns so that all remain safe and we 

can all enjoy the environs of the Church. 

Welcome Back to School  

SCHOOL or PRIEST REFERENCE FROM THE PARISH 
 

If you require a high school reference from the priest, please 
submit to the parish office all of the following documentation. 

 
1 The relevant part of the High School Nomination Form to be 

filled out by the Parish Priest with details - such as the name 
of your child, start year for the high school, Parish and Priest 
name.  
 

2 Include a photo of your child who is being nominated, with 
the other members of the family, if possible (family photo); 
 

3 A one-page biography of the family’s major involvements 
and commitments in the life of the parish, which are to 
include membership number to the Parish Planned Giving 
Program or other financial commitments to the Church. 
   

4 Include in your biography other relevant information, e.g. 
community roles, and ministry roles your family are 
involved in with the Church and Parish.  
It is recommended your family have completed a Census 
form and be on the Parish database.   
 

5 A stamped, pre-addressed envelope addressed to the school. 
If the application cannot be returned by email.  

 
The Parish Priest Reference is confidential and sent directly to 
the high school.   
        

Lent at St Mark’s 
 

Collect a Little Black / 
Purple Book for your daily 
Lenten companion. 
A donation is appreciated. 
 
 
Collect your Lenten Bulletin 
for preparation, dates and 
times. 
 

 
  Join a Lenten Group 
 Fridays 2:15pm, 
 hosted by Sr Antonia 
 or Saturdays 10:30am, 
 hosted by Martha. 
 Upstairs in the Parish 
 Centre.   
 

 
Stations of the Cross each  
Friday morning following 
8:00am Mass. 
Led by Sr Antonia 

The Sacrament of Penance 

Every Saturday during Lent from 11:00am and 
Tuesday 12 April from 7:00pm to 7:45pm  





 
 

 

 

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Administrator:  Fr Denis Minns OP     
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP   

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   

  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
 

Monday & Friday 8:00am  
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am  
Saturday 12 noon  

Saturday Reconciliation 
11:00am - 11:55am  

 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm  

 

Scan the QR code to donate to support the  
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and 

vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:  
Rocco Zoccali, Meagan Ficarra, Patricia Ficarra. 
If you wish to have a name added to our sick list for prayers 
please contact the parish office.  

Remembering those who have gone before us. 

Giuseppe Zinno, George Peres Da Costa, Rena Ferandes, 
Veronica Hamilton, Elvira Favorito, Fr Barnabas (Max) 
Brown O.F.M., Lily Conaghan, Jimmy Conaghan, Eddie 
Conaghan, Michel Conaghan, Frank Hanvey,  
Margaret Bridge, Frank Crowe, and Isidoro D’Urso 

Recently Deceased..   

Bozica Razbusek, Bartolomeo (Bob) Favorito and  
Domenica Parisi.  

We pray for all who have anniversaries at this time & who 

have passed recently & offer our prayers & condolences.       
 May they rest in peace.   

        We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s 
 

Lylah Hope Patterson   

and we congratulate her parents. 
   God bless you. 

Rite of Sending - RCIA  
 

This Sunday 9.00am Mass will include the 
Sending and Blessing of our Catechumens.  

 
In the afternoon, in St. Mary’s Cathedral, they will be 

presented to Archbishop Anthony Fisher for the 
celebration of the Rite of Election.  

 
Please remember our catechumens in your prayers as 
they take this next important step towards joining the 

Catholic Church. Also remember their sponsors and the 
RCIA team from St. Mark’s. 

Parishioners who wish to support the Catechumens and 
RCIA team are most welcome to join them at 2.00pm at 

St. Mary’s Cathedral. 

Sending Forth Blessing 
 
Community Response: 
We, the community of St Mark’s with joy, affirm you 
and send you to the Rite of Election at St Mary’s 
Cathedral this afternoon. 
 
Priest:  Go in peace, and may the Lord remain with you 
always. 
 
All:    Thanks be to God 

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Welcome to 2021  

St Mark’s COVID requirements. 

 

Gospel Reflection: The wilderness, or desert, is used repeatedly throughout the Bible as a place of special encounter with God and 
preparation for a new direction or a new ministry. The 40 days that Jesus spent in the wilderness immediately followed his baptism 
in the Jordan where his status as the beloved of God was confirmed. He is led by the Spirit to go out into the wilderness for a period 
of fasting, prayer and preparation before entering into his public ministry. In fact, the event that immediately follows this passage is 
the episode in Nazareth where Jesus reads from the scroll of Isaiah and declares the intent of his ministry. It is presented as if,  
having spent his time in preparation and overcoming the temptations before him, Jesus strode out of the wilderness and laid out 
what he had decided. 
The episode of the temptations is a clear indicator of the humanity of Jesus – he experienced doubt, uncertainty and fear just as we 
do. If the gospel intended to emphasise the divinity of Jesus, none of these temptations would have been an issue. We are told that 
Jesus was indeed tempted, not just pestered by the devil. The opportunities laid before Jesus were actually tempting to him. They 
challenged his resolve. They made Jesus question the sort of Messiah that he was to be: the all-conquering, powerful Messiah that 
the people expected; or the servant to the poor who will be tortured and put to death. Jesus is tempted to use his power to make his 
task easier or to display his authority to others. Had he chosen to do this, surely it would have been easier to get people’s attention – 
and that was the temptation: to take the easier path or stick to the more subtle, more personal, more difficult path. 

Scriptural context – The temptations: The three temptations Jesus faces all focus upon the nature of his mission and ministry. The 
first temptation is to miraculously feed himself – is his ministry to be about himself or others? The second is to take power and  
authority over all the world – to fulfil the human expectations of what a Messiah ought to be or fulfil God’s plan of service, rather 
than domination? The third temptation is about grandstanding – to make a spectacular declaration of his arrival or to minister to 
the lowly and reveal himself in that way? 

Have you thought? – The Devil: The personification of ‘the devil’ is sometimes difficult to contemplate. The one who tempts Jesus in 
the wilderness is referred to in this passage as ‘the devil’. Devil is the English translation of a Greek word, diabolos. As the gospel of 
Luke was originally written in Greek, we can assume that diabolos was the word used. Diabolos has several meanings: the accuser; 
the slanderer; the one who separates. It is the purpose of the temptations to ‘separate’ Jesus from God and from his intended ap-
proach to his ministry. The temptations we face are often those that ‘separate’ us from what we know to be right. 

Living the Gospel – Lent: The 40 days that Jesus spent praying and preparing in the wilderness is reflected in the season of Lent that 
lasts 40 days from Ash Wednesday until the day before Easter Sunday (not counting Sundays in the season). It has been traditional 
that during the time of Lent Christian people renew their efforts in prayer, fasting and almsgiving. All three of these practices are 
actions of preparation. Just as Jesus prepared for his ministry in the wilderness, so too is Lent an opportunity for us to be deliberate 
about our reflection on what we are called to do in this world. 

Questions? 
Q. In what ways can ‘the devil’ be seen as a personification of Jesus’ own doubts and fears?  
Q. How do you respond to the idea of ‘the devil’ as a being?  
Q. When have you ever had a ‘wilderness experience’ in your life?   
Q. What temptations have you had to confront?                                                © Greg Sunter 

 

CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER  

$2 
 * We stand with Ukraine:  PM prays with Sydney Catholics .      

   * Work in Wokeness: Discrimination Bill blocked.  
   * Mark Shea: Your big Lenten opportunity  .  

* Why words matter: Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP  .    

 

Safeguarding Refresher Training for Parish Volunteers 
Safeguarding Refresher Training for volunteers is now available via zoom or online. It is mandatory within the 
Archdiocese and a requirement in terms of meeting our obligations under the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards 
(Standard 7), that every three years Volunteers complete refresher Safeguarding Training.  
Online Refresher training: Volunteers can register for the Online Refresher Training via this link 
https://forms.gle/XuQFsRsvq3BYtXqT9  
Zoom Refresher training:  Volunteers simply need to register their attendance for Zoom training by emailing 
safeguardingtraining@sydneycatholic.org 

Zoom refresher training sessions available 
Friday 11 March 2022 from 3.00pm - 4.00pm  
Thursday 31 March 2022 9.00am - 10.00am  

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/
https://forms.gle/XuQFsRsvq3BYtXqT9


 

 

Welcome to 2021  

St Mark’s COVID requirements. 

 
 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

