Learning the Language of Heaven
Jesus challenges us to unlearn the language of the world and to learn a language which is counter-cultural,
paradoxical, perplexing, such as: ‘Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you’ etc, etc. Are such
attitudes and actions possible?
Our Lord is the best model. Jesus is the Word of God in human history. Jesus is the language of Heaven spoken
in a human life. We have to read the Gospels and then imitate His dialect. Otherwise we might merely mutter
to ourselves which would end up being eternally Hellish.
When we become aware of our language malpractice, i.e., sinning, and if we become really tongue-tied, i.e.,
seriously sinning, we can come to the Sacrament of Confession and emerge articulate and conversant with
Christ again. We can talk with Our Lord again. We are singing the same tune.
Then at the moment of death we can gracefully pass over to our intended destiny which is not
incommunicado, but communicado, holy communicado, holy conversation with God and with every creature.
We might pause for a moment and resolve to practise the language of Heaven and to ‘walk the talk’ every day.
© Fr Michael Tate

Welcome to our Parish!
Thank you for joining
us to celebrate Mass.
Collect your Synod card
providing access by QR to
the Synod website,
available in the Church
foyer beside the
Catholic weekly.
Coffee Conversation leaflets
are also available, remember to submit online your
response NOW!

Explaining the interlinking of the Plenary Council, the
2023 Synod and the Archdiocese’s Go Make Disciples
program. “A Church on a Mission” watch this
YouTube presentation.

SYNOD OF BISHOPS:
People around the world have been participating in
an international conversation about the Catholic
Church.
You are invited to join the discussion, helping
shape a major global meeting in 2023.
You have one more week to make a submission for
the international Synod on Synodality, calling the
People of God to walk together in our mission as
Christians.
Find out more at: https://catholic.org.au/synodalchurch

A day of reflection and prayer in support of the
Plenary Council and the Synod is planned for
Saturday February 26th at
Mary Mackillop Place, 7 Mount Street, North Sydney
from 9:30am to 3:00pm
All welcome, those who wish to attend respond to
jo.brady@sydneycatholic.org.au

Second Reading

1 Cor 15:45-49

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians

Entrance Antiphon

Ps 12:6

All: O Lord, I trust in your merciful love. My heart will rejoice
in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful
with me.

The Gloria
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to
people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you,
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

First Reading

1 Sm 26:2. 7-9. 12-13. 22-23

A reading from the first book of Samuel
The Lord has put you in my power, but I will not raise my hand against you.

Saul set off and went down to the wilderness of Ziph, accompanied by three thousand men chosen from Israel to search for
David in the wilderness of Ziph.
So in the dark David and Abishai made their way towards the
force, where they found Saul asleep inside the camp, his spear
stuck in the ground beside his head, with Abner and the troops
lying round him.
Then Abishai said to David, ‘Today God has put your enemy in
your power; so now let me pin him to the ground with his own
spear. Just one stroke! I will not need to strike him twice. David
answered Abishai, Do not kill him, for who can lift his hand
against the Lord’s anointed and be without guilt?’ David took
the spear and the pitcher of water from beside Saul’s head, and
they made off. No one saw, no one knew, no one woke up; they
were all asleep, for a deep sleep from the Lord had fallen on
them. David crossed to the other side and halted on the top of
the mountain a long way off; there was a wide space between
them. David then called out, ‘Here is the king’s spear. Let one of
the soldiers come across and take it. The Lord repays everyone
for his uprightness and loyalty. Today the Lord put you in my
power, but I would not raise my hand against the Lord’s
anointed.’

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 102:1-4. 8. 10. 12-13. R. v.8(R.)

The Lord is kind and merciful.
1. My soul, give thanks to the Lord, all my being, bless his holy
name. My soul, give thanks to the Lord and never forget all his
blessings. (R.)
2. It is he who forgives all your guilt, who heals every one of
your ills, who redeems your life from the grave, who crowns
you with love and compassion. (R.)
3. The Lord is compassion and love, slow to anger and rich in
mercy. He does not treat us according to our sins nor repay us
according to our faults. (R.)
4. As far as the east is from the west so far does he remove our
sins. As a father has compassion on his sons, the Lord has pity
on those who fear him. (R.)
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the
Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International
Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.
! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana.
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal ©
2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.

Just as we have carried the earthly image, we must carry the heavenly image.

The first man, Adam, as scripture says, became a living soul; but
the last Adam has become a life-giving spirit. That is, first the
one with the soul, not the spirit, and after that, the one with the
spirit. The first man, being from the earth, is earthly by nature;
the second man is from heaven. As this earthly man was, so are
we on earth; and as the heavenly man is, so are we in heaven.
And we, who have been modelled on the earthly man, will be
modelled on the heavenly man.

Gospel Acclamation

Jn 13:34

Alleluia, alleluia!
I give you a new commandment; love one another as I
have loved you. Alleluia!

Gospel

Lk 6:27-38

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Be merciful as your Father is merciful.
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I say this to you who are listening:
Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those
who curse you, pray for those who treat you badly. To the man
who slaps you on one cheek, present the other cheek too; to the
man who takes your cloak from you, do not refuse your tunic.
Give to everyone who asks you, and do not ask for your property
back from the man who robs you. Treat others as you would like
them to treat you. If you love those who love you, what thanks
can you expect? Even sinners love those who love them. And if
you do good to those who do good to you, what thanks can you
expect? For even sinners do that much. And if you lend to those
from whom you hope to receive, what thanks can you expect?
Even sinners lend to sinners to get back the same amount.
Instead, love your enemies and do good, and lend without any
hope of return. You will have a great reward, and you will be
sons of the Most High, for he himself is kind to the ungrateful
and the wicked.
‘Be compassionate as your Father is compassionate. Do not
judge, and you will not be judged yourselves; do not condemn,
and you will not be condemned yourselves; grant pardon, and
you will be pardoned. Give, and there will be gifts for you: a full
measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over, will
be poured into your lap; because the amount you measure out is
the amount you will be given back.’
Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty; from there he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

United in Baptism,
Nourished by the Eucharist,
Guided by the Holy Spirit,
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community,
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel,
Reaching Out to Those in Need,
Journeying Together,
Growing in Faith.

Prayer of the Faithful
Leader: Trusting in the loving mercy and kindness of God, we
present our petitions.

Project Compassion

Reader: We pray for the successful outcome of preparations for
the Synod to be held in 2023. (pause).

Please take home a Project
Compassion box and/or a set of
donation envelopes to support
Caritas Australia this Lenten season
and help support vulnerable people
around the world, now and
for all future generations.

Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray that differences between nations may be
resolved in peace. (pause).

Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray that on this World Day of Justice, all people
may be able to work in justice and safety. (pause).

Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.

Reader: We pray for the residents and staff of aged care
facilities, that they may have safe and just conditions to live and
work in. (pause).

Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.

With your support, Caritas Australia
has been able to support vulnerable
communities around the world to tackle poverty,
food security, education, water and sanitation and
disaster risk reduction. Project Compassion 2022
reminds us that the good that we do today will
extend and impact the lives of generations to come to
build a better future for all.

All: Lord hear our prayer.

As St Pope John Paul II said,
“The future starts today, not tomorrow.”
Together, we can help vulnerable communities face
their challenges today and build a better tomorrow
for all future generations.

Reader: We pray for those who have died may they be welcomed
to the peace and life of the heavenly Kingdom. (pause).

Project Compassion box and/or a set of donation
envelopes are available in the Church foyer.

Reader: We pray for our Parish community, may it be a place of
forgiveness, compassion and gratitude. (pause).

Lord, hear us.

Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.

Leader: Creator God, we are made in your image and likeness.
Hear our prayers and grant that our lives may give living
witness to you, without whom we are nothing.
Through Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.

Communion Antiphon

Ps 9:2-3

All: I will recount all your wonders, I will rejoice in you and be
glad, and sing psalms to your name, O Most High.

The United Nations Organization theme of World Day of
Social Justice 2022 is,
“Achieving Social Justice through Formal Employment”
The theme focuses that employment resources & opportunities
play the utmost role in reducing poverty & inequality.

Prayer
Loving God,
We thank you for the gift of our lives and for the life
of every person, both near to us and far away.
We thank you for the wonder of all creation.
Through fasting, almsgiving and prayer may this
Lent draw us deeper into the warmth and light of
God’s love.
May we see the world more clearly, especially those
who are often overlooked.
May we come closer to your heart, which you
showed through the cross of Jesus.
May we be full of hope for all future generations.
We ask this in Jesus’ name
Amen.
Find out and prepare for Lent at St Mark’s next week
†

Collect your Little Black / Purple Book
(a donation is appreciated)

†

Collect your Lenten Bulletin for preparation,
dates and times

†

Join our Lenten Group - more details in your
Lenten Bulletin, starts Sat 5 March @10:30am
hosted by Martha in the Parish Centre

†

Attend Stations of the Cross each
Friday morning following 8:00am Mass.

Faith as Relationship
Our faith is a bond, a connection, a covenant, a
relationship between us and our God: a
relationship each of us has with God and
which all of us have, together, with God. It is
based upon
God'sBack
revelation
about that
Welcome
to School
relationship and the teaching tradition of the
Church down through the ages about that
relationship.
Pope Benedict XVI began this year
with these words,

“The “door of faith” (Acts 14:27) is always
open for us, ushering us into the life of
communion with God.
Faith Prayer
We give you thanks, O Loving God of us all,
for giving us a relationship with you.
Sometimes we only trust your presence,
love and care at some distance from you.
At times, we live out that relationship in our
daily lives by the way we live gratefully and
generously, with self-sacrificing
love for others.
Today we ask you to help us renew our faith
in the bond that you offer us with you.

SCHOOL or PRIEST REFERENCE FROM THE PARISH
If you require a high school reference from the priest, please
submit to the parish office all of the following documentation.
1 The relevant part of the High School Nomination Form to be
filled out by the Parish Priest with details - such as the name
of your child, start year for the high school, Parish and Priest
name.
2 Include a photo of your child who is being nominated, with
the other members of the family, if possible (family photo);
3 A one-page biography of the family’s major involvements
and commitments in the life of the parish, which are to
include membership number to the Parish Planned Giving
Program or other financial commitments to the Church.
4 Include in your biography other relevant information, e.g.
community roles, and ministry roles your family are
involved in with the Church and Parish.
It is recommended your family have completed a Census
form and be on the Parish database.
5 A stamped, pre-addressed envelope addressed to the school.
If the application cannot be returned by email.
The Parish Priest Reference is confidential and sent directly to
the high school.

Families and children are always
welcome to Mass at St Mark’s Church.
We would ask parents to supervise
their children during, before
and after Mass.
For Safety:
* Please keep your child in sight.
* Please do not let them swing on the
Church balustrades.
* Please ensure children are accompanied in the parking
area.
* Please supervise your child in the driveway areas beside
the Church and the presbytery.
* Please when outside the Church respect the gardens
and surrounds.
We raise these concerns so that all remain safe and we
can all enjoy the environs of the Church.

- St Mark’s Catholic Church - Restoration Continuance This week our tabernacles were removed for restoration, we found they were
lined with newspaper from
The Sun and Guardian Sunday 4 October 1936.
Over the last 86 years we still worship our sports, with portraits of the test cricket
heroes coming next week, we looked at fashion on the field as Randwick set
the Mode. The Epsom Handicap was the race of the day - the field is
sweeping round the home turn.. and Capris (not the favourite) won the

Epsom Handicap at Randwick in 1936.
There were Questions Answered, send in your question and they replied,
today we have google.
Through The Social Lens we saw Miss Enid Hall in a charming picture of
her garden at home and we read the Sunday Sun Serial where Myrtle Vale a
London typist loses her heart to Hugh….The Colour Comic offered
Ginger Meggs and collect all coupons to redeem a Ginger Meggs
airplane (a high flying stunner). Page 1 headlines discovered Bondi

Beach opens for the summer, with the weather perfect for surfers and
the picnicker, Pacific Air bases of the empire thank the late Sir Charles
Kingsford Smith and more..
David Jones were having (another) sale, sewing machines were
popular especially the Singer that sews both ways,
and we brought dual wave radios, linoleum was on
our floors, we rode speedwell bikes for health and
pleasure, and we all washed with Lifebouy Health
Soap and when feeling ‘out of sorts’ took Beecham’s
Pills to keep you trim and in perfect health.

Our restoration works are scheduled for
Monday 14 March to Friday 1 April.
During this time Mass will be scheduled as follows.
Monday - Friday weekday Masses
will be celebrated upstairs in the Parish Pastoral Centre
Saturday 12pm Mass, 5:30pm Vigil
and Sunday 9am & 6pm Masses
will be celebrated in the Church.
During this time we thank you for your understanding.
March Family Masses
Families are the most important units and a great
gift from God - it is wonderful to celebrate our
families with a Holy Mass.

DID YOU DECIDE
WHAT YOU’RE GIVING
UP FOR LENT

FIRST I NEED TO
CHECK THE LIST OF
THINGS I GAVE UP
FOR THE PANDEMIC

St Mark’s has always welcomed families to our
community, and we hope to see many
parishioners and visitors attending.
Family groups including children, parents and
grandparents are invited to attend the Mass.
Celebrate your child and fill the church and give
thanks for the blessings we gain from our
families and remember, too, the Holy Family on
this special occasion.

Year 1 Family Mass
Sunday 6 March 2022 at 9:00am
Kindergarten Family Mass
Sunday 13 March 2022 at 9:00am
Year 5 Family Mass
Sunday 20 March at 6:00pm
All Welcome.

Family Group:
The beginning of the year heralds an opportunity for you to join
our Parish family group. What we do, all the usual things, picnics
and gatherings as well as supporting each other when needed.
If your family wishes to join, contact the Parish office and we will
put you in touch with our family group host.

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses
Monday & Friday 8:00am
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am
Wednesday 7:30am
Saturday 12 noon
Saturday Reconciliation
11:00am - 11:55am

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and
vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:
Rocco Zoccali. If you wish to have a name added to our sick

list for prayers please contact the parish office.

Remembering those who have gone before us.
Veronica Hamilton, Elvira Favorito,
Fr Barnabas (Max) Brown O.F.M., Lily Conaghan,
Jimmy Conaghan, Eddie Conaghan, Michel Conaghan,
Frank Hanvey, Margaret Bridge, Frank Crowe,
Margaret Micheletti, Ceclia Chye, Daniel Lao, Patricia Yong,
Stephen Wong, Marguerite Wong, Isidoro D’Urso,
Jim Stackpool and Umberto D'Ettorre.

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm
We ask you to support all covid guidelines in our Church.
Scan the QR code to donate to support the
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

Recently Deceased..
Bozica Razbusek, Bartolomeo (Bob) Favorito and
Domenica Parisi.

We pray for all who have anniversaries at this time & who
have passed recently & offer our prayers & condolences.
May they rest in peace.

We welcome into our faith community this
Sunday through the
Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s

Astrid Carroll &
Elisa Eleni Scali

St Mark’s Church COVID
guidelines.

and we congratulate their parents.
God bless you.

St Mark’s Catholic Parish
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047
Tel: (02) 9181 1795
Email: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

Masks are mandatory and it is
recommended to sanitize,
and social distance.

St Mark’s Church Hearing
Loop installed

Administrator: Fr Denis Minns OP
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP
Pastoral Associate: Sr Antonia Nedu ISR
Chair Parish Pastoral Council: Ms Celine Cheng
School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke

Masks are mandatory, thank you for using QR on entry, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.
St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land.

Welcome to 2021
St Mark’s COVID requirements.

Gospel Reflection: The radical teaching that was begun in last week’s gospel as the beatitudes and woes is continued in this week’s
challenge to be forgiving, compassionate and generous in the same way that God expresses abundant love. As with the blessings and
curses of the Beatitudes passage, this teaching continues the challenge to act against cultural and social expectations. Who would be
surprised if you were to express hatred for an enemy or for someone who hates you or treats you badly? But Jesus tells his disciples
to love their enemies and to do good to those who hate them. His instruction is contrary to the ‘normal’ way of doing things – and
that’s exactly the message Jesus wanted to convey! Rather than a spiteful, vengeful God who keeps score and punishes wrongdoing,
Jesus presents a compelling image of a God of unbounded compassion and abundant generosity.
In this passage we find one version of the Golden Rule that appears repeatedly throughout the gospels (as well as most other religious traditions): ‘Treat others as you would like them to treat you.’ It is followed up with a comment that it takes no effort to treat
well people whom you like – anybody can do that. The challenge is to treat people you don’t like as you would like to be treated
yourself. In a society that had very strict rules about the way to treat different people and clearly established boundaries between
different groups, this was a tough ask by Jesus. Bear in mind also that there was an occupying army in the country and Jesus was
encouraging the people to treat even their enemies, the Romans, with love, compassion and forgiveness. This was a radical and
challenging teaching!
Historical Context – In the midst of oppression: What a powerful message Jesus delivered to people who were subjugated and oppressed by an invading army. It would have been easy, and somehow ‘natural’, for the people of Palestine to hate the Roman occupiers and to seek revenge upon them. How confronting then for Jesus to say, ‘love your enemies’! He tells the people that the way to
live God’s way in this situation was to be compassionate towards the oppressors; that when they rob you of your cloak to present
them with your shirt as well. To do otherwise is to become like the oppressors themselves. Meeting hatred with hatred never ended
hatred.
Scriptural context – Compassion: The compassion of God is a very strong theme that runs through the Gospel of Luke. Throughout
the gospel, the compassion and mercy of God is emphasised and a defining feature of the gospel is the number of healings and parables that relate to people who were regarded as the outcasts of society. In this gospel, Jesus is the embodiment of God’s compassion.
Jesus wants all people to experience first hand the abundant love God holds for them. Today’s gospel passage is a reminder that
when we experience God’s compassion we are also called to show it to others.
Different View – Turn the other cheek: Presenting your other cheek when someone has already struck you is usually seen as a pacifist action. However, a completely different interpretation can be made. If a man were to strike an inferior, it would be as a backhand strike – only equals fought with fists or open hands. Having been struck on one cheek with a backhand, offering the other
cheek makes it impossible to again be struck with a backhand. The only option for the striker would be with an open hand – as
equals fight. So, turning the other cheek can be interpreted as claiming your status as an equal.
Questions?
Q. Do you think it is genuinely possible to live as Jesus calls us to in this gospel passage?
Q. In your life, what would it mean to lend (or give) ‘without any hope of return’?
Q. What does it mean to truly be compassionate?
Q. Who are your ‘enemies’ and what would it take to demonstrate love for them?
© Greg Sunter

An initiative of the Archdiocese of Sydney, Joy of Love is facilitated by CatholicCare Sydney.
To learn more about their work and the people they help, visit catholiccare.org

https://resourcingparents.nsw.gov.au/
* The Five & the Furious. Religious Discrimination law paralysed.
* Quiet Achievers. Catechists share the light of faith.
* Yes, I’m not Arab. Why I became a Maronite Catholic.
* The lucky country? Not if you ’re homeless.
CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER

$2

Welcome to 2021
St Mark’s COVID requirements.

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

