Not a Celestial Joke!
Blessed are the poor? – the hungry? – those who mourn? What is Jesus doing in these Beatitudes?

Jesus was not a ‘pie in the sky’ dreamer saying: ‘You are destitute, hungry now. Don’t worry, you will be okay
in paradise in the long distant future.’ That would be a cruel celestial joke.
Rather, Jesus was setting about the task of creating a new sort of society, the Kingdom of God on earth, in
which the destitute, the starving, the weeping, are blessed in the sense that they can expect their suffering to
be alleviated, companions to be found in their distress.
The Divine imperative is that His followers break out of their comfort zone of plenty of money, full stomachs,
much to laugh about. They must enter into the harsh reality of other people’s destitute, starving, weeping
lives. Woe to them if they do not.
Can Our Lord look into the heart of each one of us living in our comfortable world, and then with confidence
turn to that other world and recite the Beatitudes?
We might pause for a moment, recognise that Jesus’ credibility is on the line, and pray that His Father’s will be
done on earth as it is in Heaven.
© Fr Michael Tate
The Church earnestly desires that all the faithful
be led to that full, conscious, and active
participation in liturgical celebrations called for by the
very nature of the liturgy.
Such participation by the Christian people
as ‘a chosen race, a royal priesthood,
a holy nation, God’s own people.’
Is their right and duty by reason of their baptism.
In the reform and promotion of the liturgy,
this full and active participation by all the people
is the aim to be considered before all else,
for it is the primary and indispensable
source from which
the faithful are to derive the true Christian spirit…
Sacrosanctum Concilium 14

United in Baptism,
Nourished by the Eucharist,
Guided by the Holy Spirit,
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community,
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel,
Reaching Out to Those in Need,
Journeying Together,
Growing in Faith.

Second Reading
Entrance Antiphon

Cf. Ps 30:3-4

All: Be my protector, O God, a mighty stronghold to save me.
For you are my rock, my stronghold! Lead me, guide me, for the
sake of your name.

The Gloria
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to
people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you,
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

First Reading

Jer 17:5-8

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah
A curse on those who trust in humanity; a blessing on those who trust in the Lord.

The Lord says this:
‘A curse on the man who puts his trust in man, who relies on
things of flesh, whose heart turns from the Lord.
He is like dry scrub in the wastelands: if good comes, he has no
eyes for it, he settles in the parched places of the wilderness, a
salt land, uninhabited.
‘A blessing on the man who puts his trust in the Lord, with the
Lord for his hope. He is like a tree by the waterside that thrusts
its roots to the stream: when the heat comes it feels no alarm, its
foliage stays green; it has no worries in a year of drought, and
never ceases to bear fruit.’

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 1:1-4. R. Ps 39:5

(R.) Happy are they who hope in the Lord.
1. Happy indeed is the man who follows not the counsel of the
wicked; nor lingers in the way of sinners nor sits in the
company of scorners, but whose delight is the law of the Lord
and who ponders his law day and night. (R.)
2. He is like a tree that is planted beside the flowing waters, that
yields its fruit in due season and whose leaves shall never fade;
and all that he does shall prosper. (R.)
3. Not so are the wicked, not so! For they like winnowed chaff
shall be driven away by the wind. For the Lord guards the way
of the just but the way of the wicked leads to doom. (R.)

Love is patient, love is kind.
It is not jealous, [love] is not pompous, it is
not inflated, it is not rude, it does not seek
its own interests, it is not quick-tempered,
it does not brood over injury, it does not
rejoice over wrongdoing but rejoices with
the truth.
It bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things.

1 Corinthians 13:4-7
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the
Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International
Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.
! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana.
Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal ©
2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.

1 Cor 15:12, 16-20

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
If Christ is not raised from the dead, your faith is in vain.
If Christ raised from the dead is what has been preached, how
can some of you be saying that there is no resurrection of the
dead? For if the dead are not raised, Christ has not been raised,
and if Christ has not been raised, you are still in your sins. And
what is more serious, all who have died in Christ have perished.
If our hope in Christ has been for this life only, we are the most
unfortunate of all people.
But Christ has in fact been raised from the dead, the first-fruits
of all who have fallen asleep.

Gospel Acclamation

Lk 6:23

Alleluia, alleluia!
Rejoice and be glad; your reward is great in heaven.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Lk 6:17. 20-26

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Happy are the poor. Woe to the rich!
Jesus came down with the Twelve and stopped at a piece of level
ground where there was a large gathering of his disciples with a
great crowd of people from all parts of Judaea and from Jerusalem and from the coastal region of Tyre and Sidon who had
come to hear him and to be cured of their diseases.
Then fixing his eyes on his disciples he said:
‘How happy are you who are poor: yours is the kingdom of God.
Happy you who are hungry now: you shall be satisfied.
Happy you who weep now: you shall laugh.
‘Happy are you when people hate you, drive you out, abuse you,
denounce your name as criminal, on account of the Son of Man.
Rejoice when that day comes and dance for joy, for then your
reward will be great in heaven. This was the way their ancestors
treated the prophets.
‘But alas for you who are rich: you are having your consolation
now. Alas for you who have your fill now: you shall go hungry.
Alas for you who laugh now: you shall mourn and weep.
‘Alas for you when the world speaks well of you! This was the
way their ancestors treated the false prophets.’
Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty; from there he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.
The "true gold medal" at the Winter Olympic and Paralympic
Games goes to everything that helps the global community be
more welcoming and accepting of all people,
Pope Francis said.

Olympic Blessing:
Thank you Lord for being with those who are competing,
We send blessing and peace into their lives and help them to
perform at their best.
Enable each to get up when they fall.
Make each stronger through struggle.
May this experience be one that inspires them to see others the
way you do.
Help them to make friends and bonds that make for peace.
Inspire each Olympian to represent their country with class
and dignity.
Amen

Prayer of the Faithful
Leader: Let us address our prayers to our heavenly Father.
Reader: We pray for the homeless and abandoned people in our
world, that they may know God’s healing through those who
care them. (pause).

We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for those who are persecuted and their
persecutors, that they may be reconciled with one another.

(pause).
We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for all our family members and parishioners
who mourn, that they may experience the comfort of God’s
presence. (pause).

We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for retired priests and religious, that after their
years of service they will be honoured and well cared for.

(pause).
We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for the recently deceased and for those whose
anniversary of death occurs around this time, that they be raised
to life in Christ. (pause).

We pray to the Lord.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Leader: O God, we bless and honour you, for you sent your Son
to dwell with us. Hear our prayers, and make us poor in spirit,
that one day we too will be welcomed into eternal life. Through
Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.

Communion Antiphon

Cf. Ps 77:29-30

All: They ate and had their fill, and what they craved the Lord
gave them; they were not disappointed in what they craved.

Prayer for the Synod
the Holy Spirit to be at
work in us so that we may be a community
and a people of grace.

We stand before You, Holy Spirit
as we gather together in Your name.
With You alone to guide us,
make Yourself at home in our hearts;
Teach us the way we must go
And how we are to pursue it.
We are weak and sinful;
Do not let us promote disorder.
Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path
nor partiality influence our actions
Let us find in You our unity
so that we may journey together to eternal life
and not stray from the way of truth
and what is right.
All this we ask of You,
who are at work in every place and time,
in the communion of the Father and the Son,
forever and forever.
Amen

†Monday 14 February - Prayer to Saint Valentine

Dear Lord, who art high in the Heavens,
Giver of Love and Passion,
And He who strings the heart's cords,
Lead the Lovers this day, February ten plus four.
The day during the month of two,
When the date is the perfect number of God
Greater two souls and two hearts.
Some Loves are fleeting ,
but that which is built on you will never fail.
So guide the Lovers to know what is to be.
Your truths the Lovers' mouths should speak,
For Your truth is that which is honest to the heart.
Only this, then, should pass over the red lips of the
Lovers. Your art, the Lovers simply a medium.
It is only with True Hearts that You can create a
Masterpiece, so let the Lovers remember that their
Soul's Desire. Is the one for which You light their Fire.
And let it be You who creates the Art of the Lovers;
The art of two into one.
†Monday 14 February - St Cyril and Methodius

St Cyril and Methodius were brothers born in
Thessalonika. In their later lives they became priests and
in 863 were sent to Moravia as missionaries, where they
taught the gospels in the native tongue of the people. At
that time, the old Slavonic language had no written
form, so Cyril invented an alphabet and translated the
liturgy and much of the bible. At the request of the pope
they returned to Rome, but Cyril died soon after.
Methodius was consecrated archbishop of Sirmium and
returned to Moravia, where he was imprisoned for two
years by German bishops for his continued use of the
vernacular liturgy. Alongside St Benedict, St Cyril and St
Methodius were declared patrons of Europe by Pope
John Paul II.
†Thursday 17 February - The Seven Holy Founders of the

Servite Order (Order of Servants of Mary).
In the early thirteenth century seven young Florentines
formed a confraternity of laymen devoted to the praise
of Mary. In 1233, after a vision on the feast of the
Assumption, they took up the life of hermits on Monte
Senario outside Florence. They went preaching through
the whole of Tuscany and founded the order of the
Servants of the Blessed Virgin Mary, known as the
Servites, whose foundation was approved by the Pope in
1304. Their feast is celebrated today because one of the
seven founders, Saint Alexius Falconieri, died on 17
February 1310.
†Friday 4 March - World Day of Prayer Australia

Due to covid our World Day of Prayer interfaith service,
to be hosted by St Mark’s Parish this year has been
postponed until 2023.
†March - Mercy and Healing Await.

Next week our Lenten bulletin will
update parishioners on our preparation
for celebrating the Passion, Death and
Resurrection of Jesus during our Lenten
season. Stayed tuned.

SCHOOL or PRIEST REFERENCE FROM THE PARISH
If you require a high school reference from the priest, please
submit to the parish office all of the following documentation.

Welcome Back to School

Thinking of sending your child to a
Catholic School?
Read about Catholic education in greater
Sydney in the Catholic Schools guide available
for FREE from the Church foyer
(near the Catholic Weekly).

1 The relevant part of the High School Nomination Form to be
filled out by the Parish Priest with details - such as the name
of your child, start year for the high school, Parish and Priest
name.
2 Include a photo of your child who is being nominated, with
the other members of the family, if possible (family photo);
3 A one-page biography of the family’s major involvements
and commitments in the life of the parish, which are to
include membership number to the Parish Planned Giving
Program or other financial commitments to the Church.
4 Include in your biography other relevant information, e.g.
community roles, and ministry roles your family are
involved in with the Church and Parish.
It is recommended your family have completed a Census
form and be on the Parish database.
5 A stamped, pre-addressed envelope addressed to the school.
If the application cannot be returned by email.
The Parish Priest Reference is confidential and sent directly to
the high school.

Families and children are always
welcome to Mass at St Mark’s Church.
We would ask parents to supervise
their children during, before
and after Mass.

OPEN DAY

Tuesday 8 March 2022

Visit school website to book a tour
www.stmdrummoyne.catholic.edu.au
School tours commence 8am
Application for Enrolment
packs are available from
the school office at anytime

For Safety:
* Please keep your child in sight.
* Please do not let them swing on the
Church balustrades.
* Please ensure children are accompanied in the parking
area.
* Please supervise your child in the driveway areas beside
the Church and the presbytery.
* Please when outside the Church respect the gardens
and surrounds.
We raise these concerns so that all remain safe and we
can all enjoy the environs of the Church.

- St Mark’s Catholic Church Restoration Continuance

"There is a nobility in the duty to care
for creation through little daily
actions, and it is wonderful how
education can bring about real
changes in lifestyle." (LS 211)
Laudato Si’ calls us toward sustainability in the
spirit of integral ecology. With profound care for
each other, our Creator, and all creation, we are
building a better future together.
Visit https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL - Signing ePetition - Please
unanimously reject the Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill 2021

During his catechesis at the General Audience on
Wednesday, Pope Francis reflected on the special
devotion the faithful have always had for Saint Joseph
as the patron saint of a good death - a devotion born of
the thought that he died with the assistance of
Our Lady and Jesus.

Death: Two considerations for Christians
For Christians, the Pope proposes two considerations:
first, that we cannot avoid death, and for this reason,
after having done everything humanly possible to cure
the sick, “it is immoral to engage in futile treatment.”
The second consideration, concerning the quality of
death, including pain and suffering, is that we must be
grateful for all the help medicine gives through socalled palliative care, but we must be careful not to
confuse this help with “unacceptable drifts towards
euthanasia.”
Stressing that “we must accompany people towards
death but not provoke death or facilitate assisted
suicide,” the Holy Father calls for prioritizing the right
to care and treatment for all, particularly the weak, the
eldest and the sick. He further warns against isolating
and accelerating the death of the elderly.
“Life is a right, not death, which must be welcomed not
administered,” he says, adding that this ethical
principle applies to everyone, not just Christians and
believers.
Excerpt from Vatican news read full online article

There are still some additional works to be done in and
around the Church prior to completing our restoration.
These works are scheduled for
Monday 14 March to Friday 1 April.
During this time Mass will be scheduled as follows.
Monday - Friday weekday Masses
will be celebrated in the Parish Pastoral Centre
Saturday 12pm Mass, 5:30pm Vigil
and Sunday 9am & 6pm Masses
will be celebrated in the Church.
Our works include.
Guttering & some roofing structure repairs
Door Seals
Hand rail and balustrade rectification works on the
gallery and external balustrades
Electrical Works
Speaker installation and framing (gallery)
Confessional Doors - Double Glazing
Clean and repair to all 3 tabernacle facias
Following Easter the stonemason will begin our
Station of the Cross restoration.
During this time we thank you for your understanding.

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses
Monday & Friday 8:00am
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am
Wednesday 7:30am
Saturday 12 noon
Saturday Reconciliation
11:00am - 11:55am

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm

vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:
Rocco Zoccali.

If you wish to have a name added to our sick list for prayers
please contact the parish office.

Remembering those who have gone before us.

We ask you to support all covid conditions in our Church.
Scan the QR code to donate to support the
Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

Fr Barnabas (Max) Brown O.F.M., Lily Conaghan,
Jimmy Conaghan, Eddie Conaghan, Michel Conaghan,
Frank Hanvey, Margaret Bridge, Frank Crowe,
Margaret Micheletti, Ceclia Chye, Daniel Lao, Patricia Yong,
Stephen Wong, Marguerite Wong, Isidoro D’Urso,
Jim Stackpool, Umberto D'Ettorre, Charlie Camilleri and
Manfred Taubhorn.

Recently Deceased.. Bozica Razbusek, Bob Favorito and
Domenica Parisi, Rev Paulino Tui Kolio and Ms Josephine
Tesoriero, who served the Archdiocese as a personal
secretary to Cardinal Freeman, Cardinal Clancy and
Cardinal Pell over a period of some 25 years.

We pray for all who have anniversaries at this time & who
have passed recently & offer our prayers & condolences.
May they rest in peace.

We welcome into our faith community this
Sunday through the
Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s

Have you been worshiping with us, but never officially taken
the step to become Catholic?
Have you been away from the Church, and have now
returned, but want to know more?
Have you been a Catholic all your life, but never celebrated all
the Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation,
Eucharist)?
Have you been baptised; but have not received the sacraments
of Confirmation and/or Holy Communion?
Have you joined us from a different background and would
like to find out more about the Catholic Church?
If you (“or someone you know”) answers YES to any of these
questions, you are invited to find out more through process
called the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA). It is a
journey that begins with your questions.
The invitation is open. On behalf of the Catholic community of
St. Marks, we look forward to welcoming you.
To find out more email pa@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

Nicholas Francesco Nesci,
Roman Flamminio &
Stella Marie Barton

St Mark’s Church COVID
guidelines.
Bookings not required.
QR Code on entry, Masks are
mandatory and it is recommended
to sanitize,
and social distance.

and we congratulate their parents.
God bless you.

St Mark’s Catholic Parish
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047
Tel: (02) 9181 1795
Email: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

St Mark’s Church Hearing
Loop installed

Administrator: Fr Denis Minns OP
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP
Pastoral Associate: Sr Antonia Nedu ISR
Chair Parish Pastoral Council: Ms Celine Cheng
School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke

Masks are mandatory, thank you for using QR on entry, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.
St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land.

Welcome to 2021
St Mark’s COVID requirements.

Gospel Reflection: We are perhaps more familiar with the Beatitudes from the Gospel of Matthew in which the kingdom of heaven
is promised to those who are ‘blessed’ because of their afflictions. Rather than the Sermon on the Mount from the Gospel of Matthew, the Gospel of Luke presents the same event and teaching as the sermon on the plain as it occurs on ‘a piece of level ground’.
This version may appear a little more confronting than the Matthew version. Rather than the afflicted being ‘blessed’, they are to be
‘happy’. It seems odd that anybody should be happy to be poor, hungry, mourning or reviled and we would certainly regard these as
states of sadness and difficulty; not times for rejoicing at our good fortune! However, this gospel in particular frequently reminds us
that God does not think, feel and behave as we might expect. God’s actions are frequently contrary to the expectations of society.
The Gospel of Luke makes it plain that the reign of God will upend the structures of society. The lowly will be raised and the mighty
will be brought low. It is in this context that the poor, the hungry and the outcast are regarded as happy. Their happiness comes
from the reassurance that although they are rejected and dismissed by society, they are indeed the most favoured of God. Whatever
the world dishes up to such as these, they can rejoice in the knowledge that in the reign of God their fortunes will be reversed and
they will be favoured. However, just as the fortunes of the poor and afflicted will be reversed for the better, those who are rich, well
fed, happy and well regarded will also have their fortunes reversed. Alas to them! Their comfort and joy leaves no room for the generosity of God!
Scriptural context – Message for all: Throughout the Gospel of Luke, the author is keen to demonstrate that the message of Jesus is
for all people – not just the Jews, but for the Gentiles and Pagans as well. We can see this message revealed in the gathering of
people who listened to Jesus’ sermon on the plain. We’re told there were people from all parts of Judea (all Jews) as well as people
from the pagan lands of Tyre and Sidon. The first audiences of this gospel would immediately have recognised the significance of
people from Tyre and Sidon standing alongside Jews from Judea
Have you thought? – Gospel of prosperity: The sermon on the plain challenges our ideas about happiness and success – particularly
those of us who live in a relatively prosperous society. Those who are rich and well regarded are actually condemned by Jesus. This
also flies in the face of the so-called Gospel of Prosperity that has gained some prominence amongst Pentecostal churches in the last
20-30 years. This teaching holds that God blesses the faithful with wealth and influence. It doesn’t take a lot to see how this teaching is out of step with the gospel blessing of the poor and cursing of the rich.
Gospel Focus – Treated as the prophets: As part of his sermon, Jesus announces, ‘Happy are you when people hate you, drive you
out, abuse you, denounce your name as criminal, on account of the Son of Man… This was the way their ancestors treated the
prophets.’ The prophets of the Old Testament were the chosen spokesmen of God. Their message was often unpopular and they
were often threatened and berated for challenging the social order. To be treated in this way is in fact something of an affirmation
that one’s words and actions are reflecting the message of God. The Word of God is confronting and challenging!
Questions?
Q. Why does Jesus’ sermon balance the blessings for the poor with the curses on the rich?
Q. What comfort can the poor and rejected take from this sermon?
Q. In what ways might this sermon be misinterpreted to avoid addressing the needs of the poor?
Q. What implications does this gospel have for people with riches and success today?

© Greg Sunter

Mission Opportunities Overseas: Getting involved in people
centred Human Development as an invited guest means
humbly putting your person and your skills at the disposal of
your trusted hosts. You will be a stranger in the place and for
six months a Pilgrim learning the wisdom of local ways.
Find Out More: Enquire Here or Phone: 0422 742 567
* State of fear - Police raid Perth churches
* The low-down on the Plenary
* Gods dumb ox
* Movie review: Death on the Nile
CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER

$2

Welcome to 2021
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A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

