
 

 

“He opened their minds to understand the scriptures.” (Luke 24:45)  
Pope Francis begins his apostolic letter Aperuit Illis with this quote from Luke. In making his declaration, Pope Francis 
encourages that this would be “a celebration, study and dissemination of the Word of God” and, at the same time, an 
opportunity “to strengthen our bonds with the Jewish people and pray for Christian unity.” In these words there is an 
invitation to return to our home with God, gathered “as one” around the sacred Scripture (Neh 8:1) just as those returning 
after the Babylonian exile, and just as those disciples on the road to Emmaus who on hearing the scriptures and breaking 
the bread returned to Jerusalem (Luke 24:33).  
 

In many parts of world and in Australia, through the long lockdown, we have been dispersed. Opportunities to join 
livestream Mass, lectio divina and Liturgy of the Word via audio or shared-video options have assisted us to be connected 
to the nourishment of our souls through the Word. At a time when it was hard to remain hopeful, praying with the word 
and with each other revealed the invitation of God.  
 

The constancy of those who offered the word daily, and especially on Sunday, has brought that hope and invitation into 
our exile. To dwell on a passage of Scripture such as in the Letter to the Ephesians “Be strong in the Lord… Take up the 
whole armour of God. As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace”  
(Eph 6:10, 13a, 15) is to renew your inner strength and resolve to answer the call of your Baptism. Pope Francis affirms this in 
saying: “The Bible is a book of the Lord’s people, who in listening to it, move from dispersion and division to unity. The 
word of God unites believers and makes them one people.” 
 

 The dispersion and separation caused through the pandemic restrictions are also the opportunity to renew ourselves.  
 

May our celebration of the Sunday of the Word of God embrace the Spirit being so generously poured out over us. As 
Pope Francis says: “The Holy Spirit, then, makes sacred Scripture the living word of God, experienced and handed down in 
the faith of the people.”         ©  Liturgy Brisbane excerpt from Setting Hearts on the Word by Rosemary Canavan   

 

Catechist Sunday  
We thank all our Catechist volunteers who teach the  
children, whose families have enrolled them in the 

Government education system, how to pray and live a  
Christ-like life.  

 
 

As with all schools, our Catechists have been limited in 
when they visit over the last couple of years and look 

forward to a brighter 2022.  
 

On behalf of the parish community we thank, Nicolina, 
Maria, Rodney, Isabelle, Lyn, Martha, Annette, Pauline 

and Jenny.  

 
 

Prayer for Catechist  
Loving Father,  

we pray today for our catechists.  
We thank you for their gift of ministry in your Church.  

Grant them your wisdom that they may grow in the 
understanding and teaching of your Word.  

Grant them also your love that they  
may be fruitful heralds of your  

Word and lead others to love you.  

If you wish to become a Catechist or Catechist helper 
contact the Parish office, to assist you with taking the first 

step in meeting our group, then training with other 
newcomers to the Archdiocese.   

Find our more, take home a pamphlet from  
the Church foyer today.  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/motu_proprio/documents/papa-francesco-motu-proprio-20190930_aperuit-illis.html
https://hallow.com/2020/01/09/how-to-pray-lectio-divina/


 

Entrance Antiphon             Ps 94:6-7 

All: O come, let us worship God and bow low before the God 
who made us, for he is the Lord our God. 

The Gloria 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to  
people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you,  
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen.              
 

First Reading                  Is 6:1-8 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
Here am I! Send me. 
In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord seated on a 
high throne; his train filled the sanctuary; above him stood ser-
aphs, each one with six wings. 
And they cried out to one another in this way, 
‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 
His glory fills the whole earth.’ 
The foundations of the threshold shook with the voice of the one 
who cried out, and the Temple was filled with smoke. I said: 
‘What a wretched state I am in! I am lost, 
for I am a man of unclean lips and I live among a people of un-
clean lips, and my eyes have looked at the King, the Lord of 
hosts.’ 
Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding in his hand a live 
coal which he had taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. 
With this he touched my mouth and said: 
‘See now, this has touched your lips, your sin is taken away, 
your iniquity is purged.’ 
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying: ‘Whom shall I send? 
Who will be our messenger?’ I answered, ‘Here I am, send me.’ 
 

Responsorial Psalm               Ps 137:1-5. 7-8. R. v1. 

(R.) In the sight of the angels I will sing your praises, Lord.   
 

1. I  thank you, Lord, with all my heart, you have heard the 
words of my mouth. Before the angels I will bless you. I will 
adore before your holy temple.  (R.) 
 

2. I thank you for your faithfulness and love which excel all we 
ever knew of you. On the day I called, you answered; you  
increased the strength of my soul. (R.) 

3. All earth’s kings shall thank you  when they hear the words of 
your mouth. They shall sing of the Lord’s ways; 
‘How great is the glory of the Lord!’  (R.) 
 
4. You stretch out your hand and save me, your hand will do all 
things for me. Your love, O Lord, is eternal, discard not the 
work of your hands.  (R.) 

Second Reading                       1 Cor 15:1-11 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians         
I preach what they preach, and this is what you believe. 
Brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, 
the gospel that you received and in which you are firmly  
established; because the gospel will save you only if you keep 
believing exactly what I preached to you – believing anything 
else will not lead to anything. 

Well then, in the first place, I taught you what I had been taught 
myself, namely that Christ died for our sins, in accordance with 
the scriptures; that he was buried; and that he was raised to life 
on the third day, in accordance with the scriptures; that he  
appeared first to Cephas and secondly to the Twelve. Next he 
appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same 
time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died; then 
he appeared to James, and then to all the apostles; and last of all 
he appeared to me too; it was as though I was born when no one 
expected it. 

I am the least of the apostles; in fact, since I persecuted the 
Church of God, I hardly deserve the name apostle; but by God’s 
grace that is what I am, and the grace that he gave me has not 
been fruitless. On the contrary, I, or rather the grace of God that 
is with me, have worked harder than any of the others; but what 
matters is that I preach what they preach, and this is what you 
all believed. 

 

 

 

 
 

Gospel                              Lk 5:1-11 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
They left everything and followed him. 
Jesus was standing one day by the lake of Gennesaret, with the 
crowd pressing round him listening to the word of God, when 
he caught sight of two boats close to the bank. The fishermen 
had gone out of them and were washing their nets. He got into 
one of the boats – it was Simon’s – and asked him to put out a 
little from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds 
from the boat. 

When he had finished speaking he said to Simon, ‘Put out into 
deep water and pay out your nets for a catch.’ ‘Master,’ Simon 
replied ‘we worked hard all night long and caught nothing, but 
if you say so, I will pay out the nets.’ And when they had done 
this they netted such a huge number of fish that their nets began 
to tear, so they signaled to their companions in the other boat to 
come and help them; when these came, they filled the two boats 
to sinking point. 

When Simon Peter saw this he fell at the knees of Jesus saying, 
‘Leave me Lord; I am a sinful man.’ For he and all his  
companions were completely overcome by the catch they had 
made; so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were 
Simon’s partners. But Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; 
from now on it is men you will catch.’ Then, bringing their 
boats back to land, they left everything and followed him. 

Apostles Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty; from there he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and life everlasting.  
Amen. 

! “Copyright” Editio typica tertia, 2002, apud Administrationem Patrimonii Sedis Apostolicæ in Civitate Vaticana. 

Venditio operis fit cura Librariæ Editricis VaticanæThe prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 
2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.   

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton 
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the 

Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and 
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the 
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International 

Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

Gospel Acclamation                                         Mt 4:19 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Come follow me, says the Lord, 
and I will make you fishers of my people. Alleluia! 



 
 

Prayer of the Faithful  
Leader: Dear sisters and brothers, let us be open now to the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit as we pray for the needs of the 
Church, the world and our local community.                        
     
Reader: We pray for all leaders in government and the legal  
profession, that their words and example will inspire others  
towards honesty and integrity of life.  (pause).  
We pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.    
 

Reader: We pray Queen Elizabeth asks that God inspires her  
and all who govern in her name to serve justice and the  
common good. (pause)  
We pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.   
 

Reader: We pray for all proclaim and preach the Word of God 
in our communities: that they will always treasure the  
opportunity to be formed by God’s Word and to use their gifts to 
bring this Word to life in the liturgy and in the lives of those 
close to them. (pause).  
We pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.    
 

Reader: We pray for all who suffer in mind, body or spirit: that 
they will never lose hope in God but place their trust in him, and 
find comfort, consolation and healing in the words of his Son. 
(pause).  
We pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.    
 
Reader: We pray for all who have died recently or whose  
anniversaries of death occur around this time, that they will rest 
in the peace of Christ and rise in glory on the last day. (pause).  
We pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord hear our prayer.    

Leader: Gracious and loving God, source of all wisdom and love, 
we ask you to hear the prayers we make this day in response to 
your life-giving Word. We make these prayers through Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, God for ever and ever.  
All: Amen. 

Communion Antiphon                Cf. Ps 106:8-9 

All: Let them thank the Lord for his mercy, his wonders for the 
children of men, for he satisfies the thirsty soul, and the hungry 
he fills with good things. 

†Sunday 6 February - Waitangi Day  

‘ Manaakitanga’ Blessings to all celebrating today.  

†Sunday 6 February - Catechist Sunday   

If you wish to join our Catechist in teaching or helping 
with scripture to our students at Drummoyne Public 
School. Collect a pamphlet from the Church foyer.   

†Tuesday 8 February - St Josephine Bakhita   

Catholic Anti-Slavery Day. The patron saint of victims 
of modern slavery and human trafficking is celebrated. 
On this day Catholics are encouraged to pray for all 
those affected by the crimes of modern slavery and 
human trafficking, and the people that volunteer and 
work to eradicate this crime.  

†Thursday 10 February - St Scholastica  

Scholastica is a saint of the Catholic Church, the 
Eastern Orthodox Churches and the Anglican 
Communion. She was born in Italy. According to a 
ninth century tradition, she was the twin sister of 
Benedict of Nursia.  

†Thursday 10 February - The shipwreck of St Paul   

As related in the Acts of the Apostles, the ship taking 
Saint Paul as a prisoner to Rome was shipwrecked on 
the coast of Malta. Paul and his companions were 
welcomed by Publius, the prefect of the island, and 
spent three months on Malta, preaching and 
performing miracles. The event is celebrated as the 
birth of the Maltese Church.   

†Friday 11 February - World Day of Prayer for the Sick  

Mass at 8:00am will be offered for all those sick in our 
parish community.  

†Friday 11 February - Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes 

Today we celebrate the feast day of Our Lady of 
Lourdes. We may never travel to Lourdes and join in 
the processions, but we can know always that we have 
a Mother to help us and lead us to her Son, Jesus.  
In 1858 the immaculate Virgin Mary appeared to 
Bernadette Soubirous, near Lourdes in France, in the 
cavern called “de Massabielle.” Through this poor, 
fourteen-year-old girl, Mary calls on sinners to change 
their lives. She has inspired in the Church a great love 
of prayer and good works, especially in the service of 
the poor and the sick.  
              We pray to her... 
Grant us, O merciful God, protection in our weakness, 
that we, who keep the Memorial of the Immaculate 
Mother of God, may, with the help of her intercession, 
rise up from our iniquities. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, One God, for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

†Saturday 12 February - Reclaiming Evangelisation  

How Jesus’ Great Commission will renew our parishes.  
Virtual session with Dr Mary Healy a professor of 
Scripture at Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit, a 
member of the Pontifical Biblical Commission and the 
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, as 
well as an accomplished author and international 
speaker. Places limited. Registration essential.  
www.gomakedisciples.org.au 

The Church in Australia celebrates the Sunday of the Word 
of God on the first Sunday in February. February 6 in 2022. 
Pope Francis established the day, which is devoted to “the 
celebration, study and dissemination” of the Word of God.  
 
The day presents an opportunity to read, appreciate and 
pray daily with the sacred Scriptures. Let us embrace 
Sunday of the Word of God for a deeper and richer 
encounter with the Risen Lord.  

 

https://www.gomakedisciples.org.au/cas-events?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=GMD+Newsletter+-+020222&utm_content=gomakedisciples.org.au%2Fcas-events&utm_source=comms.sydneycatholic.org
https://www.gomakedisciples.org.au/


 

Supporting Parents as the School Year Begins 
Parent Line NSW is a service operated by 

CatholicCare.  
Australia wide for all parents, carers and guardians 

of children and young people.  
With the school year resuming after such a tough 
year for parents in 2022 - it’s good to know that 

parents can call the Parent Line NSW for advice for 
anything related to parenting and caring for 

children and young people. 
Call 1300 1300 52 help is just a phone call away  

United in Baptism,  
Nourished by the Eucharist,  
Guided by the Holy Spirit,  

We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community, 
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel, 

Reaching Out to Those in Need, 
Journeying Together,  

Growing in Faith.  

Families and children are always welcome to 
Mass at St Mark’s Church. 

   
We would ask parents to supervise their 
children during, before and after Mass.  

 
For Safety:  

* Please keep your child in sight.  
* Please do not let them swing on the  

Church balustrades. 
* Please ensure children are accompanied in 

the parking area. 
* Please supervise your child in the driveway 
areas beside the Church and the presbytery. 
* Please when outside the Church respect the 

gardens and surrounds.   
 

We raise these concerns so that all remain safe 
and we can all enjoy the environs of the 

Church. 
 

  

 Welcome Back to School  
Blessed are you,  

Lord God,  
Creator of body and mind and heart;   

At the beginning of this new school year we  
implore your mercy:  

bless the students, teachers, and staff of our school 
that together we may grow in faith, hope,  

and love as we learn from you and each other how 
to follow your Son Jesus.  

SCHOOL or PRIEST REFERENCE FROM THE PARISH 
 

If you require a high school reference from the priest, please 
submit to the parish office all of the following documentation. 

 
1 The relevant part of the High School Nomination Form to be 

filled out by the Parish Priest with details - such as the name 
of your child, start year for the high school, Parish and Priest 
name.  
 

2 Include a photo of your child who is being nominated, with 
the other members of the family, if possible (family photo); 
 

3 A one-page biography of the family’s major involvements 
and commitments in the life of the parish, which are to 
include membership number to the Parish Planned Giving 
Program or other financial commitments to the Church. 
   

4 Include in your biography other relevant information, eg 
community roles, and ministry roles your family are 
involved in with the Church and Parish.  
It is recommended your family have completed a Census 
form and be on the Parish database.   
 

5 A stamped, pre-addressed envelope addressed to the school. 
If the application cannot be returned by email.  

 
The Parish Priest Reference is confidential and sent directly to 
the high school.   
        

Positions Vacant: 
Administration Assistant, Chevalier Institute, Kensington.  
9 hours per week, ideally Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. For further information  
contact Anthony Spata on 0402 210 055.  
 
Book Keeper, St Michael's Belfield, Casual Position:  
6 hours per week. Training will be provided, but a basic 
knowledge of book keeping or accounting would be desirable. 
Please submit a current CV 
to secretarystmichaelsbelfield@gmail.com  
Applications close: Monday 7 February 2022 

Volunteering at St Mark’s   
Many of you have volunteered for more than one Ministry and 

for many years in the Parish community  
  

We thank you for a job well done. Your willingness to use your 
gifts and abilities has strengthened the ministries of this 
Church 
 

If you wish to join in supporting our Church in a ministry  
please contact the Parish office.                        

https://www.parentline.org.au/
mailto:secretarystmichaelsbelfield@gmail.com


X V I  O R D I N A R Y  G E N E R A L  A S S E M B L Y  
O F  T H E  S Y N O D  O F  B I S H O P S  

 

In March 2020 Pope Francis announced that 
the theme for the XVI Ordinary General 

Assembly of the Synod of Bishops would be 
“For a Synodal Church:  

Communion Participation and Mission.”  
 

The journey towards the celebration of the 
Synod in October 2023 will solemnly open 

on October 9-10, 2021 in Rome, and on 
October 17 in each particular Church.  

 

On September 7, 2021, the preparatory 
document and the vademecum (handbook) 

for the synodal journey were released. With 
the convocation of the Synod of Bishops on 

the themes of communion, participation and 
mission, Pope Francis invites the entire 

Church to reflect on a theme that is decisive 
for its life and mission: “It is precisely this 

path of synodality which God expects of the 
Church of the third millennium. This 

journey, which follows in the wake of the 
Church’s ‘renewal’ proposed by the Second 
Vatican Council, is both a gift and a task.”  

Read more on their website  
Synod 2021 - 2023  

God’s Spirit is ever active and 
responsive, inviting hearts and minds to 

love and goodness.  

https://www.synod.va/en.html


 
 

 

 

        We welcome into our faith community this  
Sunday through the  

Sacrament of Baptism at St. Mark’s: 
Bella Sofia Naim &   

Miabella Onofaro 
and we congratulate their parents. 

   God bless you. 

St Mark’s Church COVID 
guidelines.  

 

Bookings not required.  
QR Code on entry, Masks are 

mandatory and it is recommended 
to sanitize,  

and social distance.  

St Mark’s Catholic Parish  
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047     

Tel: (02) 9181 1795    
Email:  admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au    

Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au 

 Administrator:  Fr Denis Minns OP     
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP EV   

Pastoral Associate:  Sr Antonia Nedu ISR  
Chair Parish Pastoral Council:  Ms Celine Cheng   
  School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke   

St Mark’s Church Hearing  
Loop installed  

Masks are mandatory, thank you for using QR on entry, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.   

St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne  acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of  
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land. 

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses 
 

Monday & Friday 8:00am  
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am  

Wednesday 7:30am  
Saturday 12 noon  

Saturday Reconciliation 
11:00am - 11:55am  

 

Saturday Vigil 5:30pm  
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm  

 

We ask you to support all covid conditions in our Church. 
Scan the QR code to donate to support the  

Ministry and Mission of our Parish.

In your love and concern, please pray for all the sick and 

vulnerable members of our St Mark’s community:  
Rocco Zoccali.  
If you wish to have a name added to our sick list for prayers 
please contact the parish office.  

Remembering those who have gone before us. 

Lily Conaghan, Jimmy Conaghan, Eddie Conaghan,  
Michel Conaghan, Frank Hanvey, Margaret Bridge,  
Frank Crowe, Margaret Micheletti, Ceclia Chye, Daniel Lao,  
Patricia Yong, Stephen Wong, Marguerite Wong,  
Isidoro D’Urso, Jim Stackpool, Umberto D'Ettorre,  
Charlie Camilleri and Manfred Taubhorn.  

Recently Deceased..  Bozica Razbusek, Bob Favorito and 

Domenica Parisi.  

We pray for those who have anniversaries at this time & who 

have passed recently & offer our prayers & condolences to all.  
      May they rest in peace.   

 

    AN INVITATION  
   THAT NEVER ENDS 
 
Have you been worshiping 
with us, but never officially 
taken the step to become 
Catholic? 

Have you been away from the Church, and have now 
returned, but want to know more? 
 

Have you been a Catholic all your life, but never celebrated all 
the Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation, 
Eucharist)? 
 

Have you been baptised; but have not received the sacraments 
of Confirmation and/or Holy Communion? 
 

Have you joined us from a different background and would 
like to find out more about the Catholic Church? 
If you (“or someone you know”) answers YES to any of these 
questions, you are invited to find out more through process 
called the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  It is a 
journey that begins with your questions.  
 The invitation is open. On behalf of the Catholic community 
of St. Marks, we look forward to welcoming you. 
To find out more email pa@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au  

https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/contact-us/
https://www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au/


 

Welcome to 2021  

St Mark’s COVID requirements. 

 

Gospel Reflection 
The theme that comes through this week’s readings is one of ‘being called’. The first reading is the call of the prophet  
Isaiah (Is 6:1-8). Isaiah experiences a vision of the glory of God and is humbly reminded of his own deficiencies: he  
believes himself to be ‘a man of unclean lips’. As such, he is certainly unfit to speak on behalf of God as his unclean lips would taint 
whatever message he may speak. But his lips are cleansed by God who then asks, ‘Whom shall I send?’ Demonstrating a complete 
conversion of heart and mind, Isaiah immediately replies, ‘Here I am, send me!’ 

This first reading provides a perfect balance to the gospel. Jesus is being closely pressed by the crowd when he asks a nearby  
fisherman to take him just off shore to preach without being overwhelmed by the crowd. Seemingly at random, he has selected the 
boat of the fisherman Peter. Having finished preaching for the day, Jesus tells Peter to set out into  
deeper water and pay out his fishing nets. Peter is certainly not keen on the idea! Out of some interest or good nature he had agreed 
to allow this preacher to use his boat for a while, but now this country bumpkin is trying to tell him how to fish! Just to prove Jesus 
wrong, Peter agrees to go through the futile exercise and is overwhelmed by the enormous catch of fish. Like Isaiah in the first  
reading, Peter is suddenly acutely aware of his own deficiencies – ‘Leave me Lord; I am a sinful man’. Like Isaiah, he recognises that 
he has just seen the glory of God revealed and he feels unworthy to be part of the experience. But Jesus reassures him, ‘Do not be 
afraid,’ and calls Peter to follow.  

Historical Context – The Call of the disciples: In the other two synoptic gospels – Matthew and Mark – the call of the disciples is one 
of the first recorded actions of Jesus’ adult life. Luke, on the other hand, delays the call until after Jesus’ public ministry has  
commenced. By this stage of the gospel, Jesus has made a public declaration about the nature of his ministry and begun to enact it. 
In this way, the sort of ministry Jesus will undertake is already established when the disciples are called to join it. It becomes a more 
conscious decision by the disciples – they know what they’re getting in to! 

Have you thought? – Do not be afraid: When Peter is overcome by the catch of fish and falls on his knees before Jesus, the response 
Jesus makes is to simply say, ‘Do not be afraid’. This phrase is the most often repeated phrase in the Bible. It appears more than 60 
times throughout the Bible – depending on which translation one uses. This is an extraordinary number of times for the one phrase 
to appear. And the references stretch from the first book, Genesis, to the last, Revelation. It is God’s message to us echoing  
throughout the Bible: Do not be afraid! 

Living the Gospel – Hearing the Call: Like Isaiah and Peter, each and every one of us is called. It may not happen through Jesus  
stepping into our boat, but when we quieten our minds and our hearts enough to really listen, we become aware that God truly is 
calling to each and every one of us. The call comes to us through our friends; our experiences; our hopes and our fears. Sometimes 
we are so afraid of hearing the call that we fill our lives with noise and distractions. We fear that the call will involve hardship, or at 
the very least: unpopularity. But that’s no excuse! 

Questions? 
Q. In what ways did Peter trust and place his faith in Jesus? 
Q. Have you ever, like Peter, acted against your instinct and experience and been proven wrong? 
Q. What does it mean to be ‘called’? 
Q. How do you try to listen to the voice of God in your life?                © Greg Sunter 

 

CATHOLIC WEEKLY - $2 ON SALE IN THE CHURCH FOYER  

 *  Everything you don ’t know about Pentecostals     
   *  Pope: Parents, be gentle on kids ’  gender issues  

   * Francis honours three Sydney women   
*Why architecture matters  $2 

https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/catholic-weekly-newspaper-online/


 

 

Welcome to 2021  

St Mark’s COVID requirements. 

 
 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney:  Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

