Relax: You are Accepted
The prophet Isaiah had drafted a manifesto for divine action in the world. Jesus of Nazareth is divine action in the world, and
no doubt his fellow villagers in Nazara would have been thrilled that one of theirs would ‘set the downtrodden free’.

But, in proclaiming ‘the Lord’s Year of Acceptance’, Jesus inaugurated a revolutionary phase within the Jewish tradition. He
invited people to relax!! Holiness is not a matter of our striving, but of accepting that we are accepted by the All Merciful
God. Good works should follow in response, but good works don’t gain our acceptance by God.
How does one best show acceptance of someone, forgiveness of someone, friendship with someone? One relaxes over a
meal together. This was Jesus’ characteristic way of embodying Divine Acceptance in our world. It still is.
We might pause for a moment to relax into the saving fact that we exist in ‘the Lord’s Year of Acceptance’, that this
acceptance is signified and effected by our sharing in the Bread of Life and the Spiritual Drink of Holy Communion which
gives us the energy to help make Divine Acceptance a reality for others.
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VOLCANO AND TSUNAMI EMERGENCY IN TONGA
A volcano eruption in Tonga has triggered tsunamis and
cut off communications across the nation. There are
fears that many communities will be without clean
drinking water. Your support is needed, DONATE with
Caritas to assist with international aid today.

Mass at St Mark’s - Wednesday 26 January
at 7:30am
Due to weather delays of the upgrading of
the school playground with new asphalt,
the car park remains closed.

Dear Parishioners,
We regret to announce that due to current covid conditions our planned Parish event to mark
100 Years of the Church, building on the Foundation for the Future will not go ahead on
Sunday 27 February 2022.
As we are all aware, the spread of the virus continues in our parish and neighbourhood, and we feel
this is necessary to protect members of our community and their families. We thank you and the
wider community for your support in the procurement of tables and to our volunteers who had set in
motion plans for this event.
We are grateful all our parishioners who have so willingly embraced the changes we have made
recently with our Church, and we look forward to your continued support of the Church and Parish.

St Mark - Pray for us
Blessings
Lynette Brown

on behalf of St Mark’s Parish Finance Committee

Second Reading
Entrance Antiphon

Cf. Ps 95:1,6

All: O sing a new song to the Lord; sing to the Lord, all the
earth. In his presence are majesty and splendour, strength
and honour in his holy place.

The Gloria

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to
people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the
Father, have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

First Reading

Neh 8:2-6. 8-10

A reading from the book of Nehemiah
They read from the book of Law and they understood what was read.

Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly,
consisting of men, women, and children old enough to
understand. This was the first day of the seventh month.
On the square before the Water Gate, in the presence of
the men and women, and children old enough to
understand, he read from the book from early morning till
noon; all the people listened attentively to the Book of the
Law.
Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden dais erected for the
purpose. In full view of all the people – since he stood
higher than all the people – Ezra opened the book; and
when he opened it all the people stood up. Then Ezra
blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people raised
their hands and answered Amen! Amen!; then they bowed
down and, face to the ground, prostrated themselves
before the Lord. And Ezra read from the Law of God,
translating and giving the sense, so that the people
understood what was read.
Then Nehemiah – His Excellency – and Ezra, priest and
scribe (and the Levites who were instructing the people)
said to all the people, ‘This day is sacred to the Lord your
God. Do not be mournful, do not weep’. For the people
were all in tears as they listened to the words of the Law.
He then said, ‘Go, eat the fat, drink the sweet wine, and
send a portion to the man who has nothing prepared ready.
For this day is sacred to our Lord. Do not be sad: the joy of
the Lord is your stronghold.’

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 18:8-10. 15. R. See Jn 6:63

(R.) Your words, Lord, are spirit and life.
1.The law of the Lord is perfect, it revives the soul. The rule
of the Lord is to be trusted, it gives wisdom to the simple.
(R.)
2. The precepts of the Lord are right, they gladden the
heart. The command of the Lord is clear, it gives light to the
eyes. (R.)

3. The fear of the Lord is holy, abiding for ever. The
decrees of the Lord are truth and all of them just. (R.)
4. May the spoken words of my mouth, the thoughts of my
heart, win favour in your sight, O Lord, my rescuer, my
rock! (R.)

1 Cor 12:12-14, 27

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians.
Together you are Christ’s body; but each of you is a different part of it.

Just as a human body, though it is made up of many parts,
is a single unit because all these parts, though many, make
one body, so it is with Christ. In the one Spirit we were all
baptised, Jews as well as Greeks, slaves as well as
citizens, and one Spirit was given to us all to drink.
Nor is the body to be identified with any one of its many
parts. Now you together are Christ’s body; but each of you
is a different part of it.

Gospel Acclamation

See Lk 4:18

Alleluia, alleluia!
The Lord sent me to bring Good News to the poor
and freedom to prisoners. Alleluia!

Gospel

Lk 1:1-4. 4:14-21

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
The scriptures were fulfilled on this day

Seeing that many others have undertaken to draw up
accounts of the events that have taken place among us,
exactly as these were handed down to us by those who
from the outset were eyewitnesses and ministers of the
word, I in my turn, after carefully going over the whole story
from the beginning, have decided to write an ordered
account for you, Theophilus, so that your Excellency may
learn how well founded the teaching is that you have
received.
Jesus, with the power of the Spirit in him, returned to
Galilee; and his reputation spread throughout the
countryside. He taught in their synagogues and everyone
praised him.
He came to Nazara, where he had been brought up, and
went into the synagogue on the sabbath day as he usually
did. He stood up to read, and they handed him the scroll of
the prophet Isaiah. Unrolling the scroll he found the place
where it is written: The spirit of the Lord has been given to
me, for he has anointed me.
He has sent me to bring the good news to the poor, to
proclaim liberty to captives and to the blind new sight, to set
the downtrodden free, to proclaim the Lord’s year of favour.
He then rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the assistant
and sat down. And all eyes in the synagogue were fixed on
him. Then he began to speak to them, ‘This text is being
fulfilled today even as you listen.’

Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of
God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting Amen

Prayer of the Faithful

Leader: As we gather in joyful hope let us offer our prayers
to our Father, who restores and revives all faithful hearts
who seek grace and blessings.
Reader: We pray that national and world leaders may work
together to develop and uphold just immigration policies that
serve the needs of the people. (pause)
Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for the people of Tonga, that they will
receive help to rebuild their nation. (pause)
Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for the Church of Australia and the work of
the Plenary Council. May the preparations for the second
assembly in July be fruitful and true to the direction of the
Holy Spirit. (pause)
Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for growth toward Christian unity, that the
Spirit of God will help us recognise all that we hold in
common as members of the Body of Christ and help us to
cooperate in confronting the issues of poverty, violence and
neglect. (pause)
Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray that all who have died, or who bore
witness to Christ in the midst of their sufferings, may be
received into the heavenly Kingdom. (pause)
Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Leader: Father, you hear the prayers of your people and
grant us the strength and courage to be faithful to the
mission you have called us to live. We make these and all
our prayers through the power of the Spirit and in the name
of Jesus Christ, your son, Our Lord.

Keep them in your
Prayers
In your love and concern, please pray for the following sick
and vulnerable members of our community:
Debra Swetz, Fr John Iacono, Rocco Zoccali, Patricia Ryan,
Vince De Giovanni, Michael Erwin, Gemma Tambasco,
Patricia Ficarra, Meagan Ficarra, Wendy Madden,
Heather Burbidge, Jean Boccalatte, Carolina Bastoni &
Lina Giannandrea and all our St. Mark’s Parish community
members who are unwell at this time.

Remembering those who have gone before us..
Jim Stackpool, Umberto D'Ettorre, Charlie Camilleri, Manfred
Taubhorn, Antonio Ziino, Audrey Clark, Grace Tesoriero,
Fred Milan, Daisy Gill & Bishop Geoffrey Robinson.

Recently Deceased... Bob Favorito, Domenica Parisi,
Mrs Gloria Fisher (Archbishop’s mother), Mrs Esther Doyle
and Fr Michael Butler

Columbarium Interment into St Mark’s Chapel.
The interment of ashes into our Columbarium chapel is being
held for Audrey Clark.
Parishioners are invited to attend the interment for Audrey Clark
on Saturday 29 January at 12pm for Mass.

We pray for those who have anniversaries at this time & who
have passed recently & offer our prayers & condolences to all.
May they rest in peace.

Communion Antiphon
Cf. Ps 33:6
Look toward the Lord and be radiant; let your faces not be
abashed.

We welcome into our faith community
this Sunday through the
Sacrament of Baptism at
St. Mark’s:

Ava Charlotte Matwejev,
Valentina Uno & Jayde Piazza
and we congratulate their parents. God bless you.
In this week’s edition:
Available for $2 from
the Church foyer

†Prayers for Tonga.
†Chant is Back.
†Trust the science
†Pope Joan? and more….

St Mark’s Catholic Parish
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047
Tel: (02) 9181 1795
Email: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses
Monday & Friday 8:00am
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am
Wednesday 7:30am
Saturday 12 noon
Saturday Reconciliation 11:00am - 11:55am
Saturday Vigil 5:30pm
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm
We ask you to support all covid conditions in our Church.

St Mark’s Church Hearing
Loop installed

Administrator: Fr Denis Minns OP
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP EV
Pastoral Associate: Sr Antonia Nedu ISR
Chair Parish Pastoral Council: Ms Celine Cheng
School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke

Masks are mandatory, thank you for using QR on entry, please respect the sacredness of our church and remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.
St Mark’s Parish, Drummoyne acknowledges the Wangal people, one of 29 tribes of the Eora nation and the traditional custodians of
the land on which we stand. We pay our respects to them and for their care of the land. May we walk gently and respectfully upon the land.

St Mark’s Church COVID
guidelines.
Bookings not required.
QR Code on entry, Masks are
mandatory and it is recommended
to sanitize,
and social distance.
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A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

