Jesus’ Baptism is Ours
What did it mean for Jesus to come up out of the waters of the Jordan to experience the special presence of the Holy Spirit
as though it were a dove, gently hovering over him? As a Jew, he would have been reminded both of the Divine Wind
hovering over the void-become-creation, and of the dove bearing an olive twig as God restored humanity’s life on earth after
the Flood. The Holy Spirit was empowering Him for a re-creative role on behalf of humanity.
His second experience was to sense God’s delight and joy sounding, reverberating through every fibre of his body, every
reach of his soul: ‘You are my beloved Son, my favour rests on you.’
Any baby, any adolescent, any adult who is baptised shares in these wonderful experiences. The dynamic power of the Holy
Spirit hovers over the person as a gentle presence, preparing the one baptised for a mission on behalf of humanity. And
every baptised person senses, below the range of hearing, the echo of the same marvellous words: “You are my beloved son
or daughter, my favour rests on you.”
Is it any wonder that Our Lord adopted this water rite to incorporate his followers into such wonderful experiences as a
power-full impetus to fulfil their mission to cooperate in God’s saving plan for humanity?
We could take a moment to pray in gratitude for the parent/s or other person/s who brought us into this tradition stretching
over almost two millennia. May they be filled with all that flows from their being beloved sons and daughters of God.
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United in Baptism,
Nourished by the Eucharist,
Guided by the Holy Spirit,
We Form a Vibrant and Caring Community,
Living and Proclaiming the Gospel,
Reaching Out to Those in Need,
Journeying Together,
Growing in Faith.

Second Reading
Entrance Antiphon

All: After the Lord was baptized, the heavens were
opened, and the Spirit descended upon him like a dove,
and the voice of the Father thundered: This is my beloved
Son, with whom I am well pleased.

The Gloria

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to
people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the
Father, have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

First Reading
A reading from the prophet Isaiah

Is 42:1-4. 6-7

Here is my servant, my chosen one in whom I am well pleased.

Thus says the Lord:
Here is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen one in
whom my soul delights. I have endowed him with my
spirit that he may bring true justice to the nations.
He does not cry out or shout aloud, or make his voice
heard in the streets.
He does not break the crushed reed, nor quench the
wavering flame. Faithfully he brings true justice; he will
neither waver, nor be crushed until true justice is
established on earth, for the islands are awaiting his law.
I, the Lord, have called you to serve the cause of right;
I have taken you by the hand and formed you;
I have appointed you as covenant of the people and light
of the nations, to open the eyes of the blind, to free
captives from prison, and those who live in darkness
from the dungeon.

Responsorial Psalm

Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7

A reading from the letter of St Paul to Titus

Ps 28:1-4. 9-10. R. v.11

(R.) The Lord will bless his people with peace.
1.O give the Lord you sons of God, give the Lord glory and
power; give the Lord the glory of his name. Adore the Lord
in his holy court. (R.)
2. The Lord’s voice resounding on the waters, the Lord on
the immensity of waters; the voice of the Lord, full of power,
the voice of the Lord, full of splendour. (R.)
3. The God of glory thunders. In his temple they all cry:
‘Glory!’ The Lord sat enthroned over the flood: the Lord sits
as king for ever. (R.)

Historical context – Baptism
John makes clear to the people that the baptism he performs
is with water but the baptism by Jesus is with the Holy Spirit.
John preached a baptism of repentance. In keeping with his
Jewish tradition, John called upon the people to make a
public declaration of their wrong-doing and commitment to
be washed clean of this sinfulness and desire to live in right
relationship with God and others. The baptism to which he
refers is the complete change of heart and mind that comes
through the Holy Spirit and results from a person accepting
the message of Jesus.

God’s grace has been revealed, and it has made salvation
possible for the whole human race and taught us that what
we have to do is to give up everything that does not lead to
God, and all our worldly ambitions; we must be
self-restrained and live good and religious lives here in this
present world, while we are waiting in hope for the blessing
which will come with the Appearing of the glory of our great
God and saviour Christ Jesus. He sacrificed himself for us
in order to set us free from all wickedness and to purify a
people so that it could be his very own and would have no
ambition except to do good.
When the kindness and love of God our saviour for
mankind were revealed, it was not because he was
concerned with any righteous actions we might have done
ourselves; it was for no reason except his own compassion
that he saved us, by means of the cleansing water of rebirth
and by renewing us with the Holy Spirit which he has so
generously poured over us through Jesus Christ our
saviour. He did this so that we should be justified by his
grace, to become heirs looking forward to inheriting eternal
life.

Gospel Acclamation

See Lk 3:16

Alleluia, alleluia!
John said: He who is to come is mightier than I; he will
baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.
Alleluia!

Gospel

Lk 3:15-16. 21-22

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

When Jesus had been baptised and had been praying, the heavens were opened
and the Holy Spirit came upon him.

A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, who
were beginning to think that John might be the Christ, so
John declared before them all, ‘I baptise you with water, but
someone is coming, someone who is more powerful than I
am, and I am not fit to undo the strap of his sandals; he will
baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire.’
Now when all the people had been baptised and while
Jesus after his own baptism was at prayer, heaven opened
and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily shape, like a
dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the
Beloved; my favour rests on you.’

Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of
God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting
Amen

Keep them in
your prayers

Prayer of the Faithful

Leader: On this feast of the Baptism of the Lord, when
Christ was revealed as the Beloved Son, we address our
prayers to God our Father.
Reader: We pray for the Church, that all who have been
baptised will be inspired by the Holy Spirit to give united
witness to the Lord. (pause)
Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for all those who do not yet know Jesus as
the beloved Son of God, that they may open their hearts
and come to believe in the Good News. (pause)
Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for peace with justice throughout the
world, that all people will turn from hatred to love and from
violence to peace. (pause)
Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for all those in our parish, both children
and adults who will be baptised in the coming year. (pause)
Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader: We pray for the sick, the lonely, the housebound
and the vulnerable that, in the midst of their suffering, they
will experience the loving arms of Christ. (pause)
Lord, hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.

In your love and concern, please pray for the following sick
and vulnerable members of our community: Debra Swetz,
Fr John Iacono, Bob Favorito, Vince De Giovanni,
Michael Erwin, Patricia Ryan, Rocco Zoccali,
Gemma Tambasco, Patricia Ficarra, Meagan Ficarra,
Wendy Madden, Heather Burbidge, Jean Boccalatte,
Carolina Bastoni, Lina Giannandrea and all our St. Mark’s
Parish community members who are unwell at this time.
We pray for those who have anniversaries at this time & who
have passed recently & offer our prayers & condolences to all.
May they rest in peace.

In memory at Christmas:

We remember the loved ones who will not be with us this year,
our parishioners and family members who have past. They are in
our hearts as we come together to celebrate the birth of the
Jesus.
Even though they are not with us physically, we know that they
are held in the loving mercy of God.
Because of our faith we know they are celebrating with all
the angels and saints in heaven.

Leader: Open the heavens, Almighty Father, and pour out
your Spirit upon your people gathered here in prayer.
Renew in us the grace of our Baptism so that we may reflect
ever more faithfully the image of your Beloved Son, Jesus
Christ who is Lord for ever and ever.
Communion Antiphon
Jn 1:32,34
Behold the One of whom John said: I have seen and
testified that this is the Son of God.
AN INVITATION
THAT NEVER ENDS
Have you been worshiping
with us, but never officially
taken the step to become
Catholic?
Have you been away from the Church, and have now returned,
but want to know more?
Have you been a Catholic all your life, but never celebrated all
the Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist)?
Have you been baptised; but have not received the sacraments
of Confirmation and/or Holy Communion?
Have you joined us from a different background and would like
to find out more about the Catholic Church?
If you (“or someone you know”) answers YES to any of these
questions, you are invited to find out more through process
called the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA). It is a
journey that begins with your questions. There is no obligation
to join us as you discover more about your Catholic faith. The
decision is ultimately yours to discern if this is to be your
spiritual home. The invitation is always open. On behalf of the
Catholic community of St. Marks, we look forward to
welcoming you.
St Mark’s Catholic Parish
33 Tranmere Street, Drummoyne NSW 2047
Tel: (02) 9181 1795
Email: admin@stmarksdrummoyne.org.au
Parish Website: www.stmarksdrummoyne.org.au

Car Park Closed
Due to upgrading of the school playground
with new asphalting, the car park will be
closed on the weekend of 15 | 16 January
2022

St Mark’s Drummoyne Masses
Monday & Friday 8:00am
Tuesday & Thursday 9:30am
Wednesday 7:30am
Saturday 12 noon
Saturday Reconciliation 11:00am - 11:55am
Saturday Vigil 5:30pm
Sunday 9:00am & 6:00pm
We ask you to support all covid conditions in our Church.

St Mark’s Church Hearing
Loop installed

Administrator: Fr Denis Minns OP
Parish Priest: Fr Michael McLean PP EV
Pastoral Associate: Sr Antonia Nedu ISR
Chair Parish Pastoral Council: Ms Celine Cheng
School Principal: Ms Rachel Bourke

Masks are strongly encouraged , thank you for using QR on entry, please respect the sacredness of our church & remember to turn off your phone during the Mass.

Blessing on the Anniversary of Baptism
All - Make the sign of the Cross

Loving God,
You created all the people of the world, and
you know each of us by name,
We thank you as we celebrate our Baptism
anniversary.
Bless us with your love and friendship that we
may grow in wisdom, knowledge, and grace.
May we love family always and be ever
faithful to our friends.
Grant this through Christ our Lord
Amen

St Mark’s Church COVID guidelines.
Bookings not required.
QR Code on entry,
It is recommended to sanitize,
wear a mask, and social distance.
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A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you, or anyone
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

